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~_the police soon became worthless by association with such unscrupulous officers. — =

Musalmans of India by

( 255 )

I.—Foreicy PovriTICs.

1

i f the 22nd March is sorry todee in a vernacular
e B aper that some Anglo-gxdi'an papers have again

~The Anglo-Tndian papers abusing  hegun to abuse the Sultan of Turkey. Perhaps
the Sultan of Turkey. they feel gratified to wound the feelings of the
abusing the Turkish Sultan, for whom they cherish
oat respect. Government ought to deal with these papers according to law.
gruch conduct on the part of the Anglo-Indian papers will not bring about good
1

results.
I11.--HoME ADMINISTRATION,

(6)—Polices—— S

9. The Charu Mihir [Mymensingh] of the 26th March says that, owing to
the inefliciency of the police, offenders are not

Inefficiency of the police. always arrested, or, even when arrested, are
acquitted at the trial. In the recent Bogra murder case, the police was severe;ﬁ

nsured by the h Court. Police 1nefiicien 8 a_ notor
s NéA’géﬁiEa\j;f The authorities attribute this inefficiency to the employment,
of a large number of natives in the police service, But 'thxs view is quite
erroneous. 18 not the postal service mainly composed-of natives-whe-are¢
satisfactory work? The fact is that there 18 no proper supervision or discipline
and punishment in the Police Department. Nay, on the contrary, whenever any
complaint is brought against a police officer, every attempt is made by the autho-
rities, from the highest to the lowest, to screen the offender. Most po,h‘(}e

officers discharge real offenders on receipt of a bribe, and the few good men in

3. The Medini Bandhav [ Midnapore] of the 27th March says that cows and
' other domestic animals are frequently missed in
yowldlling by badmackes 12 Midnapore town. There must be Muhsmmadan
i B scoundrels in the town who slaughter these animals
in broad day light. Recently the Vice-Chairman of the local municipality
cliarged two Muhammadans with that offence. But the police sleeps in spite of
all this.
4. The Hilavadi | Calcutta ) of the 29th March has the following :—
e _ Villagers, ignorant of the sanitary regulations
el gty : in force in the town, when they first arrive in

Calcutta, are not unoften. roughly-handled-bypolice—eonstables—if —these fail to —

extort money from them. Recently a newly-arrived villager was arrested by a
constable for committing a nuisance in the strect, and was kept in the lock-up of
the Lall Bazar thana for about 86 hours, absolutely without any food or drink,
After 24 hours when the poor fellow asked fora little drink, a constable was so
obliging as to call out ‘‘chup-rao.” After 86 hours’ absolute fasting, he was
examined and discharged by the Commissioner of Police. As the man was
arrested at noon on Monday, why was he not tried the next day ? Who is
respounsible for the zulum thus committed by a police constable on, an innocent .

- and ignorant person ?

»

9. A correspondent writes in the same paper as follows :— |
g e O T I R A L The woman, who in December last decamped
case . cuta police dn athell  with ornaments to the value of Rs. 1,500 from the
: house of Babu Suresh Chunder Deb, which is close
to _the Burtolah thana, is still at large. The Detective Department, it scems,
exists for the purpose of serving Government only, for, in the Presidency
College defalcation case, tho late Rai Jogendra Nath Mitra Bahadur had to go
even to Nepal to arrest and bring down the culprit. But in this case, Govern-
ment is totally indifferent, although the police is furnished with full particulars
of the woman and other necessary information.

6. The Navayug [Calcutta] of the 30th March is surprised to see the
woman who decamped with ornaments to the value
7 4 of Re. 1,500 from-78-1 Musjidbari-Street, stil at
lt;rge, {):!thougb the names of ber relatives and other particulars are known to

e police, i 5 :

The Musjidbari Street case.
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7. The Ba:gavaai [Calcutta] of the 30th March has the following : —

gL : When Lord Curzon first came to India, his words

Necessity of police reform. 3 nired men with hope that under him India
would be well governed. Encouraged by that hope, the Indians asked for
reforms in various directions, and for police reform before any other,

We do not say that there are no good and honest men in the Police
Department. We do not deny that the police renders- the greatest help to the
Government in .maintaining peace in the country. But the intentional or .
unintentional misdeeds of the police, as divulged in the decisions of law-courts,
naturally produce in our minds a feeling of intense horror and hatred against
it. Instances of hideous oppression of criminals by the police in order to
extort confessions from them are only too numerous, and that is why we
feel ashamed to ask for police reform by drawing the Government’s attention
to particular instances of police misconduct. s y

In a recent case, that of the murder of one Amir and one Panchkari in the
Bogra district, the High Court has expressed its opinion about the police in the
following words :— " _

“We desire to express our regret that the other perpetrators of the cruel
and oufrageous crime have escaped punishments It is pretty clear from the .

)

“medical testimony and circumstaiices that the crime could not possibly have
been committed without the combination of a number of people. The fact that
in our opinion, due to the police. There seemed to have been no endeavour
made to trace the movements of men who were accused or to place them in such
a position as would enuble the officers to find out the connection of the different
accused with each other. We know that the police in this country, generally
speuking, do not possess the detective faculty. So long as they can obtain a
confession, and if there are a number of accused, turn the person confessing into
an approver, they secm satisfied with the result. It is not for this Court to
teach the police howto do their work. But we cannot help observing that in
any other civilised country, without any resort to ill-treatment or oppression,
effective steps would have been taken in the course of the investigation or
during the enquiry before the committing Magistrate to bring hoine the crime to
the other perpetrators.” )

We hope that the opinion of such an august body as the High Court will
not fail to commend itself to the Viceroy, — °

O Viceroy! what the law-courts say and what the newspapers report
surcly reach your ears; but if you can wander about in disguise like the
renowned _Harun-ul-rahsid ofold, many - secretsconcerning the police will.
become known to you.

8. The Bharat Mitra [Calentta] of the S0th March asks :—

Why are the Bankipore police taking down the
address of all people who are regular subscribers to
newspapers? Is it not with a view of ascertaining the extent to which
native pupers are popular ?  Government hag noti-sacted wisely in entrusting
the duty to the police whose honesty is very questignable. It should get the
work done by the Postal Departwent who could do’the same with ease and
exactness,

9. The Pankura Darpan[Bankura] of the 1st April writes as follows on
the necessity of police reform:—

‘ The idea that the police exists for the public good
has entirely disappeared from the public mindyand the people have now come to
think that baving complete eontiol over their person and reputation, the police
fattens itsclt upon illegal gratification, and that in this it is supported by the
superior oldicers of the department.

An 1nstunce of (]ﬂily oceinrence may be cifed. A constable goes to hire a
carriage fora polico ofticer, but the coachmen he meets with refuse to go
with i, On this, the constablo maltreats a eoachman, o gentleman comes to
his resene and  is charged by the- constablo with foreibly réscuing an accused
person from luwful custody. Anyhow the gentieman gels punished, and the
constuble escapes- seotfree: Trifting- circumstances. like this aro bringing the— -
Polico Department into diseredit.

The Bankiporo police.

Yolice reform,
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Members of the police force do not lose their service even if they are
punished by law-courts. Instances of this are not rare. ki
“Policemen are seldom  transferred as a result of complaints made against
them. The case is different with employés of the Postal Depar!;ment. Asa
rule, postal servants are transferred _wbenev'gr there are qom&lamts_, true or
false, preferred against them. This ruleis not observed in the police.. One
does not venture to file a complaint against a policeman, because one knows Oy
_that he can do him immense migchief. .. — . . s o
" 10. The Frativasi | Calcutta] of the 1st April has the following:— . PraTIVas, r
: The High Court says that, generally speaking,  April 1st, 1901,
A dotective department for the the poh'ce is Badly Wa,nting in detective ablhtg,
Bingrl Eaion: This is not untrue, but even the Judges of the
High Court seem to be ignorant of the real state of affairs. Not to speak of i
detective ability, thereis not even a separate detective department in the
Bengal Police, as there is in the Calcutta Police, There are many able
detectives in this country among the native police officexs.. Beneficial results
may be expected if Government establishes a detective. .department in_connec-
tion with the Bengal Police, and employs under it able and educated natives

A A AN A A AW st N

01 HIGHET PR s
(6)— Working of the Courts. A
11, The Bharat Mitra [Caleutta} of the 23rdMar ins—that  Bairar Mimea
Mr, Sunders, Subdivisional Officer of Bihar, makes Mar. 23rd, 1901. ¢

Aotk Fancess, Subdivisionsl hjg Court amla work till sunset and sometimes
o = ~ ill 9p.m, The amla have grown tired of such
hard work, Mr. Sunder’s high-handedness has often been noticed.- Govern-
., ment ought to direct its attention to the manner in which he conducts himself,
12. The Clinsura "Vartavaha [Chinsura] of the 24th March writes as CHmERTEL
Mz, Pennell follows:— ‘ i
e Why is Mr. Pennell’s name uttered nowadays = Mar. 24th, 1901,
by the old and the young alike? Why is he idolised everywhere in India?
We see that Mr. Pennell has done something unique and wonderful in the
annals of British administration, and so his name has filled all parts of India.
Actuated by a sense of duty, he was not at all afraid to incur the displeasure
. of the highest authorities, and it is for this that he deserves homage. To
err is human, and we do not believe that Mr, Pennell is infallible. But he
deserves universal homage for fearlessly exposing in his judgment official **
wrong-deoings, sparing none from the Viceroy down to Osman Ali. Mr. ‘ -
Pennell”"is so much highly spoken of, because-for-the-sake-of duty he sacrificed ™ e
hfs"ng?-‘interest by exposing the misdeeds of the executive authorities. Iis
action has convinced us that he is an independent, fearless, just and impartial \
Judge. So we worship him as an ideal Judge. vy '
13. 'The Bikas [ Barisal] (zlf th; 26th March says that “Mr. Pennell is BIK1s,
considered mad by some people, because he has  Mar 26, 19Q1.
h: P"nml{ refused to tread the beaten }I:atlllj of official business, 3
because led by his sense of duty, he has not allowed himsclf to be intimidated
by the frowns of “injustice and high-handedness. Mr, Pennell has shown
how far the executive officers in the country are capable of trampling
upon law and procedure in order to maintain their prestige, and how far the
degradation of the once adored High Court has proceeded. The heedless action
of the Chief Justice in telegraphing the order for the release of Mr. Reily
18 without a single precedent in the annals of judicial administration, So
the question is rightly asked—‘‘ who has gone mad, Mr. Pennell or some one
else?”” KEven if Mr. Pennell has raved like s mad man, have the High
Court and the Lieutenant-Governor acted wisely? Why has Mr. Pennell been
suspended? Is it for disobedience in not making over the records of the
Noakhali case ? But the fact that Mr. Pennecll came to Calcutta, in order
to make over the records, and personally waited on the Chief Justice for
the purpose shows “that he was not disobedient in this respect. The Pennell
affair shows thgt it is unnecessary to maintain the present expensive judiciary
:vhcu the pd’mi‘h?ﬁtmtio_u of the country. is entrusted in the-hands-of the police.
I'he glorious name of “Mr. Pennell will not be forgotten on earth, so long as
the sun and the moon will shine on it, »
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--reason-of this haste on Mr. Joyce’s part pr

) ( 258 )

14. The Sri Sri Vishnu Priya-o-Ananda Bazar Pawika (Calcutta] of the
27th March writes as follows :—

A clerical arrangement in the Babu Gopa.] Chandra Gh(‘)se, an Ex aminer in
igh K the High Court, will retire from service from the
month of April next. But arrangements for filling up the post and other vacan.
cies that would be caused consequent on promotion were made by Mr. Joyce,
Deputy Registrar; so-long-agoas-the month of February, and approved of ‘and
sanctioned by the then Registrar, Mr. Chggman, and the Chief Justice, The

about to go on leave, and Mr. Joyce was not sure whether the Officiating
Registrar, who would come in Mr. Chapman’s place, would approve of the
arrangements Mr, Joyce wished to make.

Gopal Bubw's post, which is worth Rs., 100 — Ra. 120 a month will go to

‘Mr. Johnson, an Examiner on Rs. 100. Mr. Johnson’s post will go to Babu

Giris Chandra Chatterji, a Reader on Rs. 80 to Rs. 100 a month, and hig post
to Dwaraka Nath Das, another Reader. Up to this, there is nothing to object
to. But why is the post of Dwaraka Nath going to be given to Mr, Cooper, a
copyist, in supersession of the claims of nineteen others ? It is necessary in
this connection to give some history of Mr. Cooper.

T N

o

My, Cooper i8 the \Brother-ill\-\ié;;\(;vxﬁg’s\wl;;gtﬁher) ‘of Mr. Waite, Chief

Justice’s Private Secretary and clerk. He was brought down to Calcutta in 1897
by Mr, Waite, and, through that gentleman’s influence with Sir Comer-Petheram,
got a post of Rs. 40 in the High Court, although he was then only 17 years
of age, and men already in the service had a better claim to it. In less than
two years, Mr. Cooper was, through the favour of the Deputy Registrar,
who 1s an intimate friend of ,Mr, Waite’s, appointed to the post of the mahafez
(record-keeper) of the Appellate Department on a salary of Rs. 50, But, as
Mr. Cooper knew none of the vernaculars, it became impossible for
him to discharge the duties of the post, and Babu Kedar Nath Rai, a Reader
on Rs, 80 — Rs, 100, was deputed to discharge the duties of the mahafea,
while the nominal malafez, Mr. Cooper, was employed as a typistin Mr, J oyce’s
room. But soon there was a better vacancy, and Mr. Cooper got a post of
Rs. 50 — Rs. 70. And now he is going to be given a higher post, although
a large number of men have a better claim to it than he has, -

It is hoped Sir Francis Maclean will look into this arrangement. It is his
implicit reliance on subordinate officers which is leading to these jobberies.

15. 'The same paper writes as follows :— '

s 5 AT Mr. Pennell is a British Civilian — a paid
e PO servant of the powerfnl British Government. He
bears no relationship to us. What is, then, the reason of the people of India
deeply sympathising with him .in his present trouble and looking upon him as
a friend of tho country? The reason is that the Indians are not a disloyal,
but a loyal, people; and though they do not desire the destruction of British -
rule, they wish to see that rule just and upright. The least sense of justite
displayed by the British Government fills the people with delight, gratitude
and the deepest respect, and makes them wish it well. Mr. Pennellis an upright

ably was-that-Mr.- Chapman was

vy »' ¥

~ British Judge.  Wo  belicve uprightness and impartiality to be inherent

qualities of Englishmen. DBut the Godlike trait which these qualities imlpart
to the English character disappears in the case of many English officials as
goon as they set foot on Indian soil and become fond of power. But Mr, Pennell
did not fall a victim to this weakness, Uprightness has been his very life
and soul. He is' not a man to swerve from the path of truth and justice, if
Heaven. itself went into fragments. Such strength of character as he possesses
i8 visible in but few men, and his high sense of justice has won him the ever-
lasting gratitude of the people of Noakhali. The letters of Noakhali corres-
pondents, which are being published in the Amrita Bazar Patrika, afford a
clear testimony to the sincere attachment which the people of Noakhali bear
to him. And the sole cause of this attachment is his sincere love of justict_a.
When the only thing wanted to please a subject people and secure their
lu_) alty is a strict administration of Justice, where is the civilised ruler who
w'xll, forego.‘.suchrnweasy way of-earning the Ioyalty of his subjects and abuse
his power ? It is & matfer of regret, however, that most English officials

-

e »)
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sming under the 'just and upright British Government do their best to avoid

this easy way of pleasing the subjects under their charge, ’
It was a maxim of Edmund Burke’s that when the Sovereign and

the subjects differ, it is more often the Sovereign, than the subjects, who is
in the wrong. In this Pennell affair, the whole Indian people are sympathising
with- Mr. Pennell, while the Government is showing every mark of kindness
and_consideration to the accused District Superintendent of P olice, Mr. B,,,fLi!Xz,,f-ﬁvw;f—r Sy e
_and isahumi]ia‘ti,ng»a,ndv,puttin—'gAto“tl‘Oﬂ‘b}GMT?{JenneH—‘atAevéfiyis‘fép‘f s ¢ ‘
Lately, there was a meeting of the Noakhali Bar ‘Association to express
sympathy with Mr. Pennell. Shortly after, Mr. Cargill, District Magistrate,
asked a pleader why the Bar was not, also, doing something for Mr, Reily ?
‘What answer the pleader made to this question is not known to us, But our
readers may be disposed to answer Mr. Cargill in-the following words:— What
need has Mr. Reily for the sympathy of the poor Indian people, when the Gov-
ernment of Bengal, the High Court, the Anglo-Indiun Defence Association and
Mr. Cargill himself are so very kind to him?” We do not know with what
object Mr. Cargill put his question, but every man, literate or illiterate, will ‘
' admit that the man who wants to place Mr, Pennell and Mr, Boilly on e .o i sttt
-.8ame.footinghas-very-little sonse of the Atness of things.  But this very man -
18 the worthy, impartial and independent Magistrate of Noakhali ! ,
According to a_correspondent of the- Amrity Buzar Patrika, Mr. Geidt, the
new Sessions Judge, on arrival at Noakhali, enquired of the pleader,s if
‘Mr. Pennell had really won popularity in the place, and on being assured that
he had, he told the pleaders that.he had learnt as much from people in the
~bazar, It is not known if Mr. Geidt made these enquiries under instructions
from the Government But with whatever object he made them he learnt
the fact thoroughly well that the people of Noakhali looked upoi Mr. Pennell =
as the very incarnation of justice, and respected him with the roépect due onl '
to a god, and that if Mr. Pennell ever ag4in returns to Noakhali, thousands o}é
people will draw his carriage for a hundred miles, Now, what is the reason
of an officer who has been suspended by the Governm:ant being held in so
much reverence? The answer is that it is the spontaneous gnd natural
working of an unsophisticated heart to worship the just. No agitation i
necessary to secure this worship, And it is because there are just liklﬂ ‘
Mr. Penne]! in the British Empire that that Empire is respected Jb l::(lll h i <
sl;cceeded In securing ' the logvalty of, all. Mr. Pennel? i8 a no{)’l,e examp’l":
of the sacrifice which a wort y Briton can ‘make for the sake of truth ABd-—r— o

L e e N o 2
A8 e sanie r i f
pape ;?;;rth;fatzf; 31 ?ftkhah correspondent of the Amrita  sn Sm1 Visawy
Mr. Cargll, Magistrato .of Though .@ Nas sent a curious piece of news, ANANDA Brzan
Noakhali. ough curious, the news hag probably some PaThiKa,

hidden meaning in it. The news is that My, Mar 27th, 1001,

' g?):;{f;i:l]élp{agll?tmte of dI\_Ioaklmli, went in this hot weather all the way from
. e tenny—a distance of 23 mileg—ip order to wait ther
gggrzltooim Mr. G;iﬁt, the O]I.IOW Sessions Judge. Mugistratesfh&vefggeen* l(:':‘wt@#::*” b
—20t0re to travel a distance of 23 miles or more from their h : 1 ;
‘ 2 ¢ ' ead-quarters .
’?ll) g%itvcis?ggzl{dcgmgz.ceptxon to Btheth.lceroy, the Lieutenant-Govern%r o: r:v;::
18810ner.  But this is the fipst time that a District 18-
R}ztfy E::l;g:g:l:r: glg}:}g journey inhorder to receive a new Sessio(;s }I\{:ig;:
: Ing on among the people to the obj i ich
Mr. Cargill hastened to Fenny to . Geids, “Bon, objoct with which
: Y to meet Mr. Geidt, Some that M '
WA8 anxious to be on intimare terms with t] ‘Somstone T et thr. Cargill
will hear "Reily’s case in which Mr, Cargil] <10 s impliontoy. Soy, Docauiseho
| o _ ! r. Cargill also is jim licated. Oth
It was in compliance with a telegram from the Gogemment of If;:;:ly 3:]::

- Mr, Cargill t 1ei Mo -
fact in dg.iaryrfxe Mr. Geideat F enny and that My, Cargill ‘has recorded this

! Another incident deserves ’notice M i ‘
, ' deserve . Mr. Ezechiel, Magistrate of M 'nsing
t\:)ht;i xasc ‘fi(érrner]y. Magxstmtg ?f Noakhali, wi ’h‘avggl t(l;a ceo(:rfu; t}(’xml\?:;xkr;fa}]l{
ltmie g T osoa: di Mr. Reily’s caso, and ho,requested Mr: Cargill to kaop ~ gy
el e e ot o Gl o £ s MmO
hiel Ir. Gei and N i 1
make the arrangement of horses for My, I(Zz'(aglljli(é]Mll)\e?l;}(]idlﬁtuSkOd LS
. ’ L4 ‘

This content downloaded from
103.87.140.100 on Sat, 11 Feb 2023 13:57:35 UTC
All use subject to https://about.jstor.org/terms



e 2 .y

s ( 260 )

Thanks to Mr. Pennell, the people of India are getting many glimpses into
the real character of Englishmen. '
17. The Pratinidhi Comilla] of the 27th March has the following :—

: In connection with the Pennel case, the public
are surprised to notice the remarkable agreement in
-~ = P T thmetien-respeeﬁxely_mken_h)uh_e_ﬂigh,QQ@Itheh@,ﬁ?D&al Government and

the (overnmeut of India to maintain the prestige of the Kxecutive. Justice o
injustice done to an individual has very little valuo or consequence if consi- |
dered as a personal affair. But if a personal affair has a far-reaching effect on
the public mind, it surely deserves careful consideration. Public uneasiness
will not be allayed if the abuses exposed by Mr. Pennell are merely hidden
from public view instead of being completel?r removed. Whatever punishment
Government may inflict upon Mr. Pennell, there can be mno doubt that
it would be extremely desirable to remove, instead of hushing up, the judicial
and exccutive scandals exposed by him. - Matters were hushed up in the
Chapra case, but Government does not think it worth its while to do even
that in the Noakhali case. The Viperoy, oo, is getting accustomed to the
" noxious atmosphere of official life in India, as represented by the Judicial
o _\\_\\.,\and\E-xecutiya\-.Branchez-L.‘QLﬂlg‘\g\d\migigt\rg.\t}i\ggkbj{ close and constant contact
" With them. We expected justice from him in Mr. Pennell’s “case. =
the duty of every official who is a well-wisher of the British Government
fearlessly to uphold- the-dignity-of truth— and-justice, without imaking any
distinction of caste, colour or creed, and without consulting the interests of
- individuals or parties. Every wise administrator ought to try his best to
impress on the public mind the fact that under the British rule the dignity of
truth and justice is never violated. By showing an undue eagerness to main-

tain prestige, Government is only losing all true prestige. ,

 MURSHIDABAD 18, 1he Murshidabad Hitaishi [Murshidabad) of the 27th March has the

Mur 7th 101, The Road Cess and Certificate following : —

ar L, 0L artments of the Murshidsbsd  The irregularities of the Road Cess and Certi-
- IFollestorate ficate Departments of the local Collectorate are too
well known to require any comment. The public have often to suffer a great
deal owing to the inefficiency of the officers in charge of these Departments.
Lately there was a scandal in connection with the management of the Certificate
Department and the record-room of the Collector’s office. It isdesirable that the
Deputy Collector in charge should enquire into thematter personally, instead of
taking on trust the explanation that may be given by his subordinates. -
MURSHIDABAD 19. The sawe puper says that considerable trouble and inconvenience 18
L e e —felt-in-registering documents _at the Baluchar Sub-
g SVALRRIES Sub-Regis-  Rogistration office. The undue delay in registration
~ causes great loss to intending executants of instru-
ments. If the Registrar has too much work to do, he should write to Govern-
m« nt, praying for extra assistance, instead of subjecting the public to so much
trouble. .

KHOLNA, 20. The Khulna “Khulna] of the 28th March says that considering fhe
s TRTRRN, (TR S large number of law suits in-the Khulna district,
ke foit: s R Mtee o™ it cannot be denied that it should have a separate

District and Sessions Judge for itself. The Addi-
tional Judge, given to Jessore, should be stationed in Khulna. At least, if his
head quarters be fixed at Khnlna, the people of the place mav get some relief.
There are five Deputy Magistrates in Khulna, of whom three are vested with
! first class powers, and two only with second class powers. Almost all the criminal

cases of the place are decided by the three first-class Deputy Magistrates, so that
appeals from their decisions cannot be lodged in any local Court, except during
the very short period when the Sessions Judge of Jessore stops ab Khulna.
Again, those who lodge their appeals in the Jessore Court cannot afford to
engage the Khulna pleaders, who are best acquainted with their cases, and take
them to Jessore. This entails great loss both on the pleaders and on the
litigants. ‘Three Additional Judges were sanctioned for the Khulna, Jessore and
Backergunge districts, but 1n stationing them to the districts where their gervices
~—— —would-prove of must value, theclaim of the Khulna district was totally iglgqred. o

PRATINIDHI,
Mar. 27th, 1901 Mr. Pennell.

His Honour is requested to consider the matter, and appoiut a who -time
district and Sessions Judge to Khulnd. — :

®
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g that the District Magistrate of Khulna seldom KAULNA,
SRR lmg,itx; in his Court to receive petitions. It is a rule  Mar 28th, 1501,
Complaints _against the Magis- ¢hat a]l petitions must be sent through the peshkar. =
i o E The District Magistrate always sits in his private
chamber, to which petitioners have no access. Many and serious are the incon-* SRR Y
— — —veniences which every-one who has any business in the Khulna record-rooms, - -~ — -
~—has to suffer. The room has the usual *No adwission” placard put up at its
entrance, so that a person may cry himself hoarse at the door vc_utbout attracting
the notice of any clerk within, Men, who have to take copies of documents,
are put to great trouble, and have occasionally to suffer loss. Counterfoils are
kept most carelessly in a room, where sits a daftari, who behaves most
 discourteously towards those who come to him on any business. All applications
to take copies of documentsare received througha hole in the wall of the record-
room, but generally none remains there to receive them. Then there are no
means of ascertaining whether or no the copy of any document; which has been
applied for is ready, and not unoften the agi)hcant learns after four or five days
that his application has been rejected, and filed. Who is to be held respoxﬁlble

for the loss caused by such delay ? P e I ORI | DR
- Persons-desiring-to-deposit fines in the Court have to stand at the door of a ;

room so long as the attention of any clerk within is not drawn towards

him, : . A Lo ,

~ 22, The Sanjivani [Calcutta] of the 28th March has the following : — SANJIVANI,

: .. .. - The acquittal by Mr, Justice Ameer Ali and Mar. 28th, 1901,
 Mr. Justioo dmeer Ali's decisions My, Jugtice Pratt of Lal Mia, who was charged
BRI ‘with committing adultery in broad day-light, and
sentenced to four years’ rigorous imprisonment by Mr. Pennell, hias come upon
the people of Noakhali as a surprise! But the same Judges of the High
Court have acted ditierently in the case of Purna Chander Das, who was
charged with kidnapping a young Muhammadan woman and committing rape
upon her. The District Judge of Dacca, before whom the case was tried,
distinctly said that he would have acquitted the accused for want of evidence
but for the verdict of f guilty ” arrived at by the majority of the jury. And -
yet, in this case, Mr. Justice Ameer Ali and Mr. Justice Pratt enhanced the
sentence -of five years’ rigorous imprisonment to one of Aransportation for
eight years! Again in the case of Rajlakshmi, a young unmarried girl, belonging
to the fulin Brahman class, the Muhammadan of Backergunge who had
forcibly carried her away, was sentenced to undergo imprisonment by the
lower Court. But when “the case came before. the-High-Court-on appeal;

“— — Mx. Justice Ameer Ali made the remark that Rajlakhsmi had gone with the
accused of her own accord, but she being a minor, the latter could not be
acquitted. The issues of these three cases have given rise to much comment.
23. A correspondent writes in the same paper as follows :— SaNaIvANL

e T Mr. Pennell is hefd in high esteem, not only by
T - _the natives of the Nbukhali district, but also by
~1mpartial Europeans like Miss Placheted (?), who all sing his praise. That the

= Enghsh are becoming more and more powerful in the world every day is
simply because there are impartial Judges like Mr. Pennell among -them.
A stam will be cast on the good name of the Government of India if it really
dismiss Mr, Pennell from the service. If Lord Curzon recommends to the - -
Secretary of State Mr. Pennell’s dismissal, in order to keep up empty prestige,
tl.len the In(!in.m will become convinced that Lord Curzon came to Inlgia
simply to maintain British prestige, and not to perform the duties that. really
appertain to the office of Viceroy. It is the foremost duty of every official to
see that su'ch an impression does not find its way into the minds of the people.

24. The Paridpur Hitaishing [Furidpur] of the 20th March says that the Yiathren

Babu Ganga Narayan itoy as Deputy Magistmte‘,’ Bubu Ganga Narayan Roy, Hl‘ummm.

Subdivisional’ Officer of Madari- hag bheen transferred from Faridpur to Madaripur,  Mar. 20th, 1901,

fmr' where he is likuly to remain for some time, He
18 an able and polite officer. But s he is closely. related to the Mozumdar °
fmmly. of Keshabpur and Bajitpur, which are situate-within the- nrisdiction of
Ma(l:mpn.r,-mni as .many eriminal an | other eases, in which his relatives
may . be interes:éd, are. likely to come up before him, he ought to be trans.

ferred from Mud'u'il;ur.
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Navaria.

Mar. 10tk. 1901,
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25. The Bangabandhu [Chandgx‘nagore] of the 30th March says that
India is, perhaps, going to lose the services of

Mr. Penvell. Mr. Pennell for ever. He will have to go to

‘England, in order to bring his case before Parliament, and when in that

country, his services will very probably be dispensed with under some pretext

or other, and-a handsome pension will be granted him. For Government fears
“that/if Mr. Pennell is kept in the service, he will divulge many secrets, which

may seriously lower it in the estimation of the people of the country.

4 2\@ The Navayug [Calcutta] of the 30th March writes as follows:—

: hanks to the hot-headed boy Magistrates and
Judges, miscarriage of justice has become a matter
of frequent occurrence in the mufassal nowadays.
And it is the public belief that what is done wrong by these boy Civilians
is set right in the High Court, It is, therefore, easy to guess what a muddle
in the administration of justice is likely to take place if the High Court itself
acts in a whimsical manner, : ~

For some time past, the Crimifigl Appellate Bench of the High Court

Mr. Justice Ameer Ali in two
criminal appeals.

_.has heen composed of Messrs. Justices Ameer Ali and Pratt. Mr, Justice Ameer |
Ali, being the senior of the 'two, his opinion carries the greater weight,  And"

his views in regard to two cases recently disposed of by the Bench were so

- strange-that-they deservenotice. s

In the Sivatara case of Noakhali, the accused Dlusaix;l;;, La;l li&liya,rlrlra;crlﬁmw

been convicted by the Sessions Judge of having committed adultery with a
Brahman woman and of having committed acts of religious desecration in
her hushand’s house, and was sentenced to four years’ rigorous imprisonment.

On appeal to the High Court, the evidence for the prosecution was disbelieved

by Mr, Justice Ameer Ali, and Lal Miya was acquitted. :

The other was the case of rape committed upon a Brahman girl, named
Rajlakshmi, of Barisal, by certain Musalmans. In this case, too, the accused
had been convicted by the Sessions Judge. But thanks to the Musalmam
Judge, Mr. Ameer Ali, of the High Court, the sentences were reduced! The
Judge held that the girl was a consenting party!! This plea of consent
misleads many Judges and leads to the acquittal of many ruffians charged
with rape. But can it be admitted that such a plea could mislead an experien-
ced Judge like Mr. Ameer Ali? Mr. Ameer Ali certainly knows that though
oppressed women, like Sivatara and Rajlakshmi, would have no fear of social
ex-communication if they were Musalmans, as Hindus they are subject to such

social persccution. In a” community which allows its - women to re-marry, it—

may be possible for men, in order to gratify their revenge, to bring false
charges against their -enemics of having committed rape upon their wives
and sisters. But can such false charges be possible in the cuse of Hindu
women like Sivatara and Rajlakshmi? European Civilians, who come ten
thousanid miles over the seas, dispense justice with due regard to the manners

~—and customs of the people; but Mr. Amcer Ali, though an Indian himself, has-

< et s \ A .
had been convicted of rape upon a Musalman warried girl, the accused got his

betrayed a sad ignorance of the manners and customs of his fellow-contrymen,
the Hindus. Has he not, therefore, forfeited all claim to be called an
Indian ?

Though Mr. Ameer Ali has been related by marriage to a lady of a

different religious persuasion, he is himself, by birth, an Indian Musalman.
: . et 4 ;

We, thercfore, look upon him as a “ Native” Judge. But, having regard
to his views in the above two cases, which betray a sad ignorance of native
manners and customs, we are ashamed to own him as a fellow-countryman
of ours.

In another ease in which a Hindu, named Purna Chundra Das, of Dacea,
sentence entanced at the hands of the Musalman Judge, Mr. Ameer Ali, on
appeal to the Thgh Court.  In this case, the Judge did not soppose it likely
that the Mu=alman airl was u cousenting party. Consent was likvly in the uu:s

of the-vnnparied Brahman-givk- Rajlakshn i, but votin the-case o this mareied...

ﬁl"’f“l’“““ arll We feel paned to hear such a view expiessed by a natve
udge.
(=)
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Bigas. 29. The same paper says that the Backergunge District Board has

Mar. 26th, 1901, i R abo_hsl_xed. the posts of Inspecting Pandits within

Bockereons® gistret, T ' its jurisdiction, But the reports of the Divisional

Inspector and the Resolution of the Bengal

Government show that Inspecting Pandits are doing much useful work in the
Educational Department, and it appears from the Government Resolution

that what the authorities desired was an improvement in the character of

their work and not an abolition of their posts. The annual reports of the

Educational Department bear testimony to the fact that the Inspecting Pandits

of the Backergunge district are the best of their class in the country. The

District Board has laid the axe at the root of prlma‘%y education in the district

by suddenly dismissing the Inspecting Pandits. Without them the lower pri-

mary schools will be reduced to a miserable condition. The Distriet Board

: is requested to reconsider the matter.,

Jvori, 30. The Jyoti [Chitta,gongg' of the 28th March says th.at Mzr. Percival, a

© Mar, 28th, 1901 o it S teacher of thg Ohittagong.Colleglate ‘School, con-

C,g{;gfggcgglge;afg'gcggof ® ducts himself in a very highhanded manner, He

never misses an opportaqity of wounding the feel-
__ings of his students by slandering those whom they revere. He hates Bengalis,

" His behaviour towards the Head Master of the Collegiate School and the :
Principal of the College is most improper, and for.this.the_latfer'thas reported
against him to the Director of Public Instruction. Mr. Pedler . ider
whether a man like Mr. Percival should be left in a position of responsibility.
HiTavaDI, 31. The Hitavadi [Calcutta] of the 29th March says that'this year the
Mar. 20th, 1901. Philosophy paper in the B.A. and the Chemistry
and Sanskrit evening papers in the F.A. Examina-
~ tion were very stiff. The Sanskrit paper, it would
~ seem, was intended mere to test the condidates’ knowledge of historical and
geographical researches than to test their proficiency in  that language. In
Philosophy the same text-books sheuld be taught in different colleges, otherwise
no uniformity of result can be expected. In the B.A. Sanskrit evening paper
(pass course), the first and third questions carrying 22 marks were too difficult
for the candidates, as they were required to criticise in Sanskiit the works
of Kalidas. It behoves the examiners to be lenient in awarding marks. ‘

32. T'he Mikir-o-Sudhakar |Calcutta] of the 29th March writes as

The B. A. and F. A. Examina-
tion papers,

MiHIR-0-SUDHAKAR,

Mar. 29th, 1901, The Vi o B et fO]l??r";]MV 1bv the Di ;
0 (HASRIY.E VAL Uk, SN e Viceroy accompanied by the Director o
bpur Engineering College. y A o ! :
e g i B Public Instruction visited the Sibpur Engineer-
ing_College and, after a careful inspecti instituti sed Limself |

satisfied with the way work is done there. v :

We are glad to learn that his visit has not, like that of some preceding
Viceroys, ended in :moke. He has selected seven students from the Sibpur
Engineering College to complete their scientific education in Eugland, Of
these seven, we want to know, how many are natives of this country. We
are, however, glad to see the catholicity of Lord Curzon’s mind.

AR RO, 33. The Dacca Gazette [Dacca] of the 1st April contains the following in

Apri| lll.'l'.'Ul.

English on educational reform :—

That the educational system in India requires
thorough overhauling admits of no contradiction. The Viceroy in his Convoca-
tion Speech has promised a reform. - What direction this much-needed reform
will take remains yet to be seen. We are quite sure the general public will
welcome even a thorough reform of the whole system, if it be undertaken in a
sympathetic spirit towards the children of the soil. Merely by appointing a
highly-puid Minister of Education, none sof the existing (ﬁ'awbacks of the
system can be removed. Very frequently a charge is brought against our Indiar
Universities that these are examining bodies. We do not see clearly how
greater good could have been done by making these teaching bodies also. In
these days of hard struggle for existence, owing to continued periods of
scarcity and famine and pestilence,; how many students may be found in any
put of the country who will have the time or the will,to devote their lives to

Lthe cul ivation of the arts and cicnees irrespeetive of the ptospectof gain? There
was atime when pleaty snitled all over the country and when scholars and philo-
Sophers could afford to wed themselves to their favourite subject of study, not

Edueational reform.
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from motives of gain, but from the unselfish motive of rendering good to their
fatherland. Those times are gone, never perhaps to come back, The western
spirit of struggling for existence has been infused. With the development of
railways ang other means of communication export trade has been freely en-
couraged. The people have very little knowledge of developing the resources of A
- their eountry. Many do- not—‘even--..know_whaLth&resources:ei*thexr-eeum.azu SRR
are. Beforg they understood these things, the free-trade doctrines of English
politicians ,zave been applied to India. What has done good to one country
must do good to another was safely asserted. The result in India has been to
drive out native enterprise. Andnow there reigns the gaunt spectre of famine over
the length and breadth of the land in place” of plenty and prosperity. _ The
minds of the people have been unhinged. Their minds have been .unhinged
since the day when hand labour had to encounter mechamgal gkill, It is
natural to expect that under such circumstances the only desire of the people
will be to acquire money, and the successful will care only forhoarding, as a pro-
vision against a rainy day. Who can seriously expect that our youths at such
a time will have the desire ; even if they had the desire, they would be allowed
by their parents and guardains to acquire knowledge merely for the sake of ATt
———knowledge ?. If the real state- of the country be as-we-have-painted-it; and we age "
~ quite sure that we have not overdrawn even in the least, is imparting an essen- i i o
tially literary education calculated to qualify our young men to cope with the e
- new state of things successfully ?- Of course, the University has prescribed its A v
course a8 well as its B course of study. But a general grounding in the sciences ‘
our students have not. The feeble attempts of the Calcutta University to intro-
duce a few pages of a ‘“Science Primer” into the curriculum of its Entrance
- Examination show impotence. In primary education boys will be required tomake
_ bird-cages and such other things. Well and good. Butdo the authorities seriously
hope that after a boy has learned how. to make baskets and bird-cages, and
after he has crammed his mind with all those precious things in the pages of
Huxley, he has been given a thorough training in the sciences and has hecome
fit for inventing new machines, or working out those which are already in
existence, and thus hold his own against all foreign competition ? The fact is
that even Government- have their fads and these are to be from time to time
carriedl out into practice by way of expériments, and money has to be thrown
out for making these experiments.

. (e)—Local Self-Government and Municipal Administration,

42 34+ The—Burdwan- Sa'?'t'ﬁam’” [Calcuttal of the 26th March writes as ——
\ ollows :— BANJIVANT,
Bul;&‘;:ln. self-government  in Government has been kind enough to grant us  Mar. 26th, 1001
y . _ local self-government in municipal matters.
But we have failed to realise what this local self-government means. When
the proposal of introducing local self-government in this country was first
made, we thought that the Municipal Commissioners, that i8, the representatives
of the people on the Municipa Committees, would be allowed to ‘manage
municipal affairs according to their lights, But we have been disillusioned.
We now find that the Municipal Commissioners have been allowed no freedom
of action. .Theiy are bound hand and foot, Ip everything they do they “are.
subject to interference b}r the Magistrate, the Divisional Commissioner and the
Lxeutel.lant-Goveynor. ! The Commissioners can do nothing important according
to their own discretion, In most things they have to obtain the sanction of
the authorities, ‘
There are water-works in the Burdwan Municipality. The Commissioners
were for allowing house-connection to all. But the Divisional Commissioner
yetueq their pro_posal,_nnd house-connection wag disallowed. This is not the :
only instance in which the Commissioners of the Municipality have failed to
carry out a measure calculated to beneft the rate-payers in consequence of
official opposition. ;
There has been lately a reassessment in the same Municipality. The
. Aseesson.had.,mader_la_rge enhancements over the existing assessments, On
; appgql, the Comr_mgswners reduced the assessments. But this displeased the
ivisional Commissioner, because the reassessment led to no increase of

-
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municipal revenue. He wrote: ‘“The result of local self-government here
is that with increasing riches the town pays less than it did 80 years ago.”
It would be a matter of congratulation, if what the Commissioner said were
true. But in this matter the authorities would never agree with us. They
believe that the more tax the people pay, the better is it for them. We hold

__the directly contrary view. We believe that form of Government to be the- -
best under which the people enjoy the maximum of comfort and convenience
in return for the payment of the minimum of fxes. ——

In writing of the workirg of the Municipality, the Divisional Commis-
sioner has, however, said that the roads and drains are in a good condition and
the town is kept very clean. . If this be so, wh¥ then is he displeased with the
Commissioners for not enhancing the assessments? The Commissioners should
deserve praise for carrying on the administration of the Municipality success-
fully without imposing additional burdens on the rate-payers. :

The fact is that the authorities never fully realise the hardship which is
causad to tax-payers by the increase of taxation. Much of our misery would
have been removed, if they could be made to understand uuder what difficulties
and hardships we have to live. It is true people’s incomes have increased,

- Vwbm;uqghgj_gﬁggpggggg%whg,geHinéreaged fourfold compared with the increase in

their incomes. A family which could formerly Tive with comfort on ten rupees
a month requires one hundred rupees to live with equal comfort now. How -
many among our-rulers-know this?— i ST e i

i The only rate which was formerly levied in the Burdwan Municipality was

the house-rate. 'The rates now levied are the house-rate, the latrine-rate and
the water-rate. Formerly a rate-payer had to pay only 7 per cent. on his
assessment. Now he has to pay from 17°25 to 18 75 per cent.

35. The Sri Sri Vishnu Priya-o-Ananda Bazar Patriks [Calentta] of the

“Bad roads, &e., within the Bara. 27th March refers to the extremely bad-condition
hanagar Municipality in the 23- ‘of the roads and drains in the village Sinti under
Parganas district. the Barahanagar Municipality in the 24-Parganas
district, Refuse in the streets is seldom removed. A shower makes the streets
quite unfit for walking, 'There are street-lamps to light the strects at night,
but they are so few in number and emit so little light that people get very little
benefit from them. There is a drain by the side of a fiéld in the place, which
i8 so deep and broad as to become dangerous to culivators who have to cross it
with their bullocks to come to the field. The Municipal Commissioner for the
place and the authorities of the Barahanagar Municipality should look to these
inconveniences of the villagers.

Calcutta is the metropolis of India, the centre
of an extensive commerce and the dwelling place of
a vast population, It needs no argument to prove that the maintenance of the
health of a town like this is a very important and responsible task. DBut, influ-
enced by zid, Government has made a serious mistake in the maiter, and
thousands of people are losing their health in consequence of its mistake.

The first and foremost—duty of the Caleutta Municipality isto keep the
town clean by a prompt removal of its refuse, sweepings, night-soil, &c., and to
keep up an effective system of drainage. But this duty has been neglected by
the municipal executive, since they were invested with excessivo powers after
the passing of the new municipal law. The present filthiness of the town is not
comparable even to the condition it was reduced to in the year in which plague
first broke out in Caleutta, and all the municipal sweepers and mehters fled from
fear of being subjected to the stringent plague regulations which were then in
force. The mehters and sweepers are all at their posts this year, yel the town
has been reduced fo a vast hell. Never before di(f the death-rate of Calcutta -
swell so suddenly as it has done this year. Plagué is not the sole cause of this
rise in the death-rate. All sorts of disease ave raging most virulently just
now.

The present health of Calcutta.

Theonly cause of the present unhealthiness of the town is the utter neglect
of sanitation by the municipal executive. The municipal executive stood as
idle lookers-on when,.during. the last. rainy season, the: whole town,.on account
of the bad drainage system, remained under water for four or five consecutive
days. But the residents foresaw that the dampness thus imparted to the soil

1

{

This content downloaded from
103.87.140.100 on Sat, 11 Feb 2023 13:57:35 UTC
All use subject to https://about.jstor.org/terms



EBY

gk o )

g5-of serious unhealthiness later on. Twenty-five years ago,
::f:.ltiltlll):ritth; ﬁﬁgsie)f. h;gfxlat:l had said :—* The future sanitary state of Calcutta
will be worse thim its present hygienic condition, if the products of putrefac-
tive fermentation daily of two hundred tons of excrementitious matters are

itted to poison the air oI

: gﬂeg?b%%fﬁgﬁpogfkmg_b.tmosphere, from more general causes, is in the state most
- le for the production of disease.” - - - AR
faml'l;z?s?prz;hecypis now going to be fulfilled. A comparison of the present
condition of Caleutta with its condition under the native Commissioners, also,
clearly shows that the Municipality was far better managed quer these Com-

missioners than it is now.
A few weeks ago, when

small-pox was raging virulently in the town, a
certain Commissioner asked the Chairman what steps he was taking for prevent-
ing the high death-rate. Mr. Greer silenced the Commissioner with the
assurance that the health of the town, as a whole., was not at all !)ad. At t.he. same
meeting, also, the Health Officer of the Mu_mclpahty was given permission to
serve as the Examiner in Hygiene at the Medical College examinations, in spite
he protest of a Commisstoner, ook ought not 10 b
/ W-«o~-\~\~~\-:lf1:perll)’ﬁissigﬁ;"G‘Gﬁﬁiﬂﬁfiﬁ“@“ﬂféﬁt16 ‘the months ™ of March and . April the health of
the town would require his constant services. probable the hea:
death-rate ‘which is now prevailing has brought the- Chairman to a sense of the
real condition of the town, for which the municipal executive are.solely res-
ible.
p0n81;)7. “The Jyots [Chittagong] of the 28th March says that all bad tanks
situate within the limits of the Chittagong Muni-
Chittagong  ¢ipality should be dewatered, in order that they may
receive a supply of good rain-water in the rainy-
season. The Municipal Overseer, who is always very lax in the performance
of his duties, should take up the work as soon as possible.

38. The Navayug [Calcutta] of the 80th March says that the prices of
food-grains and other articles of food are becoming
dearer every day, and adulteration is freely going
' on. The food Inspectors of the Municipal Corpor-
ation should take prompt and active measures.

39. The Prativasi [Calcuttag of the 1st April has the following :—

: alcutta is being ravaged by plague, and yet
the City Fathers are indifferent! The city is full _

~ Foul tanks in the
Municipality.

rFood inspection necessary in
-~ Qalcutta:

The Calcutta Municipality and
the plague.

— layers of dust. The old Municipality seems to have been better in the matter
of conservancy. Prompt and immediate disinfection of the place where
any one dies of plague is absolutely necessary, but that is seldlom done by the
Municipality. In fact, the place is disinfected two or three days after the
occurrence of the death, thus allowing sufficient time for the spread of the
disease. The virulence of the disease may be checked to some extent if the
town is kept clean and measures are taken for prompt disinfection. The sani--
tary improvement of the Chowringhee quarter takes up so much energy and
attention of the authorities that they cannot attend to the wants of the: filthy
native quarters. The patience of the native residents of Calcutta is praise-
worthy. It is owing to this {)atience that they are getting accustomed to their
infernal surroundings and falling easy victims to the dreadful disease!

(9)—Railways and Communications, including Canals and Irrigation.

40, The Furidpur IHitaishini [Faridpur] of the 29th March has the
following :— ¢

pand There are no lights in the'third class carriages
of the train, which leaves Faridpur at 8-30 p,m, for Pachuria Goalundo Ghat.
The Station Master of Faxidpur has been repeatedly drawing the attention
of the authorities to this matter; but to 'pese. ~Fhe- District - Magistrate
is_asked-to-redress-this grievance. On the 11th March, no tickets were issued
to 56 intending passenigers, although there was sufficient time for the purpose;
consequently they had to suffer a great deal,

Railway complaints.

e
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But it is probable that the heavy

____of filth,-and—the streets afe covered with thick

who said that Dr. Cook ought not to be given

Jyort,
Mar. 28th, 1901,

Navavua,
Mar. 80th, 1901,

PraTIVASI,
April 1st, 1901,

PARIDPUR
HirAsaIy,

Mar, 29th, 1901,
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Bminar Mmma, 41, The Bharat Mslfa Calcutta] of the 30th March says that the
Mar, 304, 1001, . i hardship to which the third class passengers are
A railway complaint. subjected at-the time of going through the narrow

passage leading to the Howrah station Elatf@mi@: day by day, assuming serious

proportions. They are very roughly handled by the ticket examiners, who are

- mostly Eurasian lads, If this state_of things continues for some- time-longer,
most probably the Howrah station will one day be a scene of a great fracas.
The higher railway authorities should remove these Christian lads from the
Howrah station or warn them not to conduct themselves in this way.

(k)— General.
ik iy st 42, The Sri Sri Vishnu Priya-o-Ananda Bazar Pratrika [ Calcutta) of the
. N R e R7th March writes as follows:—
PRATIKA, Ao Fhansiyt INgHuG In submitting the Financial Statement, Sir

Mar, 27th, 1901 Edward Law pointed out that in the accounts of 1899-1900 there was a surplus
of £2,774,623, and in the Revised Estimates of 1900-1901 there was a surplus
of £1,640,400. Government may earn the praise of the Anglo-Indian com-

__munity by showing these good results, which were achieved in spite of extra -
expenditure on account of plague and famine. But the peoplé cf the country
have no reason to congratulate themselves upon them, because the snrplus
of one-year-is-not-earried-over-to-the-next; becomes
of it. X

All the taxes which could possibly be imposed have been imposed upon
the people of India, and it is not in their power to pay any new tax. Yet,
India’s public debt is every year increasing. How long can matters go on
in this way ? Any surplus that is made ought to be devoted to the paying off
of debt. But that is not done. It is, therefore, all the same to the people
whether Government spends all the revenues, makes a saving or contracts
debts. The debt will go on increasing and increasing, and there is little
prospect of India ever getting free of it. Our only consolation is that when
the expenses- are managed by the English Government, it is the English
Government which is responsible, also, for the debts. It is strange that, in the
face of such a state of things, the Finance Member should every year give a
glowing picture of the financial condition of the country.

Ranatvan, 43. The Sanjivani [ Calcutta] of the 28th March writes as follows:—
Mar. 28th, 1901, , It isrumoured that Mr. Staley, the District Judge
Mf“gf‘r"l‘l‘."’g‘luprm‘tupe""“’°“ °f of Muzaffarpur, will be appoinfed in the place of

* ~—— — — Mr.Justice” Prinsep-who willsoon retire: Mr; Statey——
will thus supersede Mr. B. L. Gupta, although he is his junior. Nothing except
his complexion stands in the way of Mr. Gupta’s prowotion. But we were told
by Lor(}) Curzon that he would act according tothe 5ueen’s Proclamation of 1857,

and the same assurance was given us by our new King-Emperor. :
Maiiy, 44, The Samay [Calcutta] of the 29th March has the following :—

Mar, 29th, 1901 The customary budget discussion in the Imperial

Legislative Council every year seems little shortof —
a farce. For, although there are elected representatives in the Council, their
suggestions or amendments are seldom paid heed to. When such representatives
have no voice in the matter, such discussion hardly serves any useful purpose.
It is also immaterial whether or not the budget shows a saving or increase of
expenditure, for in the case of a surplus it falls under the head *Cash Bulance,”
and no one knows what becomes of the enormous sums shown under that head.
In the case of increased expenditure, Government has to meet it either by curtail-
ing general expenditure or by contracting loans or imposing a new tax. Now, if
the income of the India Goovernment exceeded expenditure last year in spite of
the terrible famine which devastated the country, then it must be admitted that
India is now in a most flourishing condition. And, if that be the case, Govern-
ment should do away with the salt-tax and spend at least one crore of rupees
more on literary and technical education. Whenever Government is approached
for_ pecuniary help, it pleads shortness of funds. But this stereotyped objection

- . to ncur necessary expenditure-will-ne-longer-hold-water:— For; if the-exchequer—-
i8 short of funds, how is it that there was a surplds of 21 crores last year
in spite of the terrible famine, and how is it that there is likely to be a surplus of

Y - ¥

The budget discussion.
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. i f famine every seven,
) a crore next year ? In spite of the recurrence o .
]f:in:;%xt-}fll;:‘ee years, the g;my expenditare will be increased by one crore and sixty
lakhs next year Tamines would have occurred less frequently if Government
had spent the famine tax in the prosecution of irrigation projects without

- { X . b' =
breaking its promise. Governmentinow sees this, and so Lord ing
~ the necessary steps.
———of the people must
famine Government means to

‘he removed by teaching them Tucrative arts. In cases of
feed the hungry people by contracting loans, but

i fainél.n e‘SI.{ei:'errin‘,;,-' to.«the- Licutenant-Governor’s recent visit to the plague-

&> oF A -infected spots in Calcutta, tho Bangaf)aai [Calcutta.]
e e of the 30th March says that it was a sight to see His

to the plague-infected spots in 6 . ;
Culttan: A Honour standing in the midst of a crowd of common

people, encouraging them to bear up under their misfortunes, and answering
their simple and honest enquirios in plain and consoling words. His Honour
has assured the people that no oppressive measures will be enforced in order to

i et N
PRI W W o s w SRR A

II[.— LEGISLATION.

But extension of irrigation alone will not do; the voverty

check the progress of plaguemmvbalcutta\A\m\\\ e

this will oniy increase the poverty of the people and consequently the possibility

BANGAvaAsL.
Mar. 30th, 1901,

FOTRRPIO TS

" 46. A correspondent writes in thf “Bankura Darpan [ Bankura] of the 23rd
: March as follows:— 4 :
Ter;x:glg;ugota;?l?ln?lﬁogfviloi’ro‘ct? In the petition to the Lieutenant-Governor
durp; Oads, | made by the British Indian Association on the
subject of the Tenancy Act, only a few of the defects of that measure have
been pointed out. As the petition is made by the zamindars, the amendments
prayed for are such as would prove benéficial to the zamindars alone, but
nothing has been asked for on behalf of the tenants. The following amend-
ments in the Tenancy Act and the Civil Procedure Code appear necessary :—

same Act ought to be amended.
(2) The tenants have to deposit their arrears of rent under section 61 on a
certain date, but it frequently happens that on the same date and in the same
Court_suits are instituted against them by the zamindars for arrears of rent in
regard to the same holdings. Steps shoulg be taken to protect the tenants from
sach harassments by the zamindars. ; REE
. (3) Section 54 of the Tenancy Act empowersthe tenants to remit their

~ rents by money-order. But as there is no distinct provision authorising the
production of the money-order receipts as evidence, the tenants have to suffer
considerable expense and hardship to make the post peon attend the Court on
the days of hearing. So this section should be amended, and the necessary
amendments should also be made in the Evidence Aect,

(4) In many cases in spite of the proof of tender by money-order, some
learned Judges hold the tenants liable for costs and interests under section 67.

- This should be remedied by express L >gislation.

(3) There being no pmvisioj in the Civil Procedure Code to easily compel
the attendance of witnesses, partics have to suffer considerable harassient.

(6) What is the use of retaining the Court peons who serve summonses
and other notices, if the returns submitted by them are disbelieved by the
Judges? The parties may as well serve noticos by their own men and then
swear affidavits,

o -(7,)'Onlyj section 256 of the Civil Procedure Code provides for oral
application for the issue of a warrant against the defendant in a civil suit of
les fham Re. 1,000,  Such provision is not to he found anywhere else, and so
the pa tivs ia the lower Courts have to suffer considerable loss. This point
shoula' b nade clear. .

47, Tlo Saraswat-Palra [Dacca] of the 28rd March says that the high-

Mr. Cottonint.o Assam Labour

and Emig stion Acs, with the recent-Coolty Act will be remembered b

the Indians for over, The writer thanks th

i ’ . 4 e
Government ofIndia and Mr. Cotton for the incrense, small though it is, that
has been made in the wages of coolies, " i

“ha g

F
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mindedness shown by Mr, Cotton in connection -

'BANEURA DARPAN,
Mar. 23rd, 1001,

_ (1) Clause C of section 44 of Act VIII of 1880 and section 45 of the

e

SARASWAT PaTRA,

Mar, 28rd, 190L

! "



%

Hivavant, 48. Re}erring to the Mines Bill, the Hitavadi | Calcutta] of the 29th March
Mar, 29th, 1901, ., writes as follows :—

Tho Mines B‘{l' There is some consolation in the thought that
the public protest against the Mines Bill was not altogether a cry in the wilder-
ness.  Government has made some concessions for which we are grateful to
Lord Curzow. —TFhe— wives—and—children—of the i

~ with them insidé the mines and will be employed in particular kinds of work. —
But there was no necessitg\r‘of passing this Act b all, except for the purpose
of silencing the o(i)position of some interested partiés in England. It is the
philanthropy and unsolicited sympathy of such interested people that alarms
us most. ‘ -
PRABEAT, 49. Referring to Mr, Buckland’s reply in the Bengal Council to Babu
April 8rd, 1901, : * Surendra Nath Banerjee’s interpellations regarding
| o Tho Ponnoll case in the Bengal - My, Pennell’s case, the Prablat [Calcutta] of the
ey 8rd April writes as follows :—
The mountain has brought forth a mouse! It is clear that Government
is endeavouring to burke the matter. But can afire be extinguished with the
help of a cloth ? ‘
- -,\\\\\.\v“*\‘““‘“‘By“p'ﬁ‘bﬁ\c‘ly*ﬁs‘fg‘ﬁiﬁ‘g“thé“réa“sonﬁ““of‘“MYt ‘Pennell’s-suspension, Government
would not only have removed all misconceptions from the public mind, but
would have better consulted its own prestige and the prestige of law and justice.
It has rot, therefore, been right for the Governmentto keep silent.

( 270 )

V.—PROSPECTS OF THE CROPS AND CONDITION OF THE PEOPLE.

CHABY M1mIR, 50. The Charu Mikir [Mymensingh] of the 26th March has the following : —

Mar, '26th, 1901, 2. Water-scarcity prevails not only in Mymen-

gingh but throughout Bengal, in spite of the —
existence of District Boards and rich zamindars in the country. In former
times excavation of tanks was considered an act of piety by the rich, and
water-scarcity was seldom heard of. Now the zamindars justly hold the
District Boards responsible for the supply of water to the people. The
Boards fail to do their duty in this matter properly, and the liberality of the
zamindars, too, has diminished.

' There is a small tank at Raghavpur within the jurisdiction of the
Kotwali thana which supplies drinking water to 14 or 15 neighbouring
villages. Some Muhammadans of Nikuria village went to fish in that tank,
and being opposed by the men of Raghavpur, a free fight took place

__between_them.  Within three or. four. miles of Paranganj under the same
Kotwali thana, there is no tank whatever., Some one had fetched water from a
distance of nine miles, but it was stolen at night. The thief, it was found, had’
brought a pot with him and taken awzy the water only. These matters ought
to be enquired into. | 3 fig-x2,

‘Water-scarcity in Bengal.

VI.— MISCELLANEOUS.

Hiva vaD, 51, The Hitavadi [Calcutta] of the 22nd March, in noticing Mr. Buckland's
Wepo gl 1903 . “Bengal under the Lieutenant-Governors,” writes

Mr. Buckland’s book. s follote =

Even Mr, Buckland’s enemies will admit that this is a beautiful book,
both for its get-up and for the skill with which it has been compiled. There
was an impression in this part of the country that Mr. Buckland was a native-
hater, Few had hoped that he would get his book published by a native
publisher or printed in a native press. There is, besides, no trace of antipathy
against natives in the first volume which is out, and this is a thing which
makes us very glad.

The author has given evidence of extraordinary industry and skill in the
arts of compilation and description. No matter of social, political, industrial or
administrative importance has escaped his notice, Civilians, as a rule, consider
themselves infallible. It is therefore gratifying to.find Mr. Buckland weareful
to support his every statement by authority. Y

- Phe-introduction is-the-most eharming ~portion—of-the book: ~—Maﬂ~y-4wtﬂv—-—
connceted with the “establishment of British rule and many important matters
reluting to those carly days are givenin it. The pictures given of Sir Frederi
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Halliday, Sir John Grant, Sir Cecil Beadon, Sir Williup Grey and Sir George
Campbell are beautiful, and the details of the personal life of the Lieutenant- '
Governors will not be without their value for the student of history.
There is evidence in every chapter of the book that it was not the author’s
object to confine himseif to the narration of historic events  The social gt
mweagdrpepnlarfesﬁvwgsﬁﬂh@gc@umtﬂmfeﬂiings, trade,
‘industries like tea and indigo, manufactures, luxuries, the Kukis, the Garos and .
all such matters have found a place in his book. The author has reflected on
Bengali timidity. We are not sorry for this. Naturally the Bengali is neither
weak nor timid. Everyone repressed by brute force becomes weak and timid.
Mr. Buckland has not concealed the defects of the police. It bespeaks no
ordinary strength of mind to free oneself from official prejudice and discover
the faults of the police. We shall be benefited if Mr. Bucklatd’s description of
the police induces the authorities to set about reforming it,
8 kMany are eagerly waiting for the publication of the second volume of this
0.

82. The Tripura Hitaishi [Comilla] of the 26th March writes as follows: 37 Tarpura
Weston ieilimios under the heading  Terrible Civilisation ”;— NrTRiEs . o
o Al quarters -were ringing with “the praise of A bt
western civilisation. Never before, it was declared, had there been seen such

progress in science and hilosophy, such profound peace and such wonderful o
— ~f~m&!tifestaﬁ0n8—of‘“IUVéT“"&’é§fem cyvilisation, western policy, western social , ‘

regulations and western commerce were pronounced alike unprecedented. : '

The praise of the western world was being sung from numerous throats in

poems and speeches, essays and songs. But all of a sudden the song stopped, ,

and people looked wondering at one another's face. All scemed toerywith

_ one voice ‘“ How grievously have all our hopes been belied ” ~  ~ = ‘
There is a “Peace Association in Europe, the object of which is to put

an end to war, carnage and robbery on' the part of sovereigns. I'he Peace

Association, while reposing in the cool shade of peace, was indulging in the

hope that Europe had become most gentle and peaceful, that there was

nothing more to fear, and that there could be no more 8poliation of territories

by kings. Many alluded to Musalman oppression in the past and contracted

their brows. - The Musalmans, it was declared, were great barbarians; they

had needlessly conquered countries without number and perpetrated many an

infamous deed. There was no longer that barbarism. 71here was nothing

but brotherly embraces, kind greetings, welcome and courtesy.

But the civilised United States were the first to-deal-a-blow-to- this—fmith:—
~ People-thmught that, Whitéverot.hers might do, the people of the United States,
at any rate, would never acquire any foreign territory by conquest, in dis-
regard of the precious counsel of the great and patriotic Washington, The
United States have displayed their bloo -thirstiness by depriving the eople
of the Phillipines of their independence. America s no longer possesseg« of a.
gentle and peaceful spirit. America is no longer the America under Wash- - = g
Ington. America is now & worshipper of force and ossessed of a blood-thirsty - S |
gpmt. Everyone had great hopes of America, ang it was proclaimed a model
tate. ~When that Amerlqa has broken its vow and taﬁen to conquering
territories, sword in hand, like the othey Powers, what hope is there of peace ?

Since the defeat of Napolean the French 1 i
downhill slope of deterioration, Germany waﬂiﬁﬁ etlcx)admlzﬁen;? ::Zgg.mgé}lllz
rfI<‘>lrtum‘xte]y France has recovered her Btrength after her defeat in the great war,
: 1e French people are now polite and gentle, because they are now greatly

ampered in their movements, By whenever a trial comes they show
themselves in their true colours, i

) 4 : .
& CII]m'ussxa 18 constantly in search of prey.  Her present hunting-ground

ma.  Russians aro displaying great dexterity in hunting Chinamen in
Manchuria. ’

L 3

" Germany is casting her eyes round in search of piey ; she is always ready
Wwith gun and cannon, and it onl l'enﬂ,in,BJQapply fire to the tench-hole-—As
" é: eﬂc}!lﬁrf:;’i dexe WHS-GTr OpenIng In Cifmﬁ:“fhe German Emperor made an animated
bl())und; pnd sent troops -there. The hunt wag up and his excitement knew no
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What terrible deeds have been and are now being perpetrated by the
Powers in China. The civilised Kuropeans have exacted a hundredfold
retribution for the wmggo perpetrated by the uncivilised Chinese. Have the
Musalmans ever committed greater oppression in a conquered country ? His-
tory bears no such testimony.

" The present—warsc 1 is e civi
days is not true civilisation, but _only the ouigw.a}'d garb of .elvxlusatio.._' Phat is
why, whenever a trial comes, this external civilisation vunishes.

What are the signs of civilisation ? The victorgeof universal love and
guodwill. Kings can be truly called civilised only if they are found ready to
sacrifice all self-interests for the maintenance of peace and purity an! to
follow the religion of universal love and goodwill even at the risk of injury
t, themselves and their subjects. Mere learning does not make one civilised.
The signs of civilisation are to be found in character and in practice.

" The European L’owers have begun toact in such a way that they have
no right to give themselves airs. Do not the present civilised soldiers fight,
trample on foreign countries, violate chastity and burn down houses exactly

__like the people of former centuries ? :

Mar. 28th, 1901,

BANGAVASI,
Mar, 80th, 1901

UTKALDIPIKA,

We again 88y fﬁﬁfuiwfﬂ'ffﬁéwfﬁi“?l"ifdb'ify;"‘“fﬁrﬁgﬁo“o’(h“"“dccéitr\“arsom—“pfunder};# x

slaughter and rape are committed or practised for the sake of conquest, and

if those_who_win_victories by such means are called civiliagd,‘”_isbggtf that

civilisation a * terrible civilisation ”’ indeed ?

53. The Joyti [Chittagong ] of the 28th March says that the Commissioner

i a5 SALE of the Chittagong Division has decided upon the

The Chittagong commemor, ~construction of a lady hospital in Chittagong ta
E ; B, v

SRR N _ commemorate the late Queen-Empress. The Chit-

tagong Genert;l Iibspital, has got a lady doctor and sFeclal. apartments for

female patients, so that’ it is not clear what good will be done.by the con-
struction of a separate lady hospital in that town. Zamindars and other private
individuals should not be made to pay subscriptions in aid of & work for whigh

~ there is evidently no necessity.

Mar, 23rd, 1901,

UTK ALD 1PIKA.

54. Referring to the Viceroy's desire to make the ‘¢ Hastings' Building”

a place of reception for- Native Princes in Calcutta,

Hastings! Building as » place  the Bangavas &Cal_cutta] of the, 30th March says
of reception for Native Frinoes. g oo Hig Fixcellency intends to make the building
known a8 one rich in its historical memories, But would not the name of
Hastings bring to the minds; of Indian Hindu I;rin,cﬁ& the, unpleasant memory

of the exeoution of tha-Brahmin Nands Kumar? — — — ——

Uriva PaAPERS.

55. The Utkaldipike [Cuttack] of the 23rd March is glad to find that
- : steps have been takeu by the Sub-Registrar of
Registration and '°“‘“;°f dpeu Cuttagk to'receive documents for registration and
ments by the Cuttack sab-To8UY  peturn the same to_the. parties. on the same day.
Though the procedure may be a good one 1n
itself, still it is objectionable to return documents at 9 p.m,, when the Sub-
Registrar cannot be expected’ to be present and when the parties must come
under the influence of his amias, whatever that may mean. The writer
suggests that all delivery should be stopped after sunsef, and any documents
thut may have been ready for such delivery may be distributed on the next
day in the presence of the Sub-Registrar.
58. The same paper approves of the action of Mr. Carstairs, the Com-
missioner of Orissa Division, in making a reference
er. e the ‘l‘{"“ti‘?“ to the local pleaders, enquiring whether they have
e s eaders I T any objeetion to his prohibiting the em{)loymcnt
. of pleadersin the hearing of departmental appeals,
namely, appeals submitted by dismissed umlas, officers, &c., permission being
granted for such~ employment only 'in - specisl cases; and- observes. that. the
Commissioner is not in a hurry to carry out his own views without consulting
the parties who may be uffected thereby. !
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; er further states that the reinstatement of Kailas  umcaivrca.
N Chandra Chakravarty, a Sub-Inspector of Police,  Mar. 2rd, 190L
Reinstatement of a dismissed o}, wag dismissed by the Inspector-General of

R ) . Police on insufficient grounds, by Mr. Ce.lrgtairs has
evoked considerable public sympathy, as the public are of opinion that _
M. Carstairs’ action is both just and mereifl.

58. The same paper is of opinion that the publication of general cemsus  Ussaomrica.
results, with Government resolution on the same,
S ek within a period of two weeks from the date of its
taking, is a marvellous performance that is highly creditable to the census
authorities. All the native papers of Orissa give a substance of the results and
the resolution in their columns. T

59. Referring to the success of the Oriental Salt Trading Company in  Urkaroreixa. , |
LT Madras, whose salt has found its way into all the |
EREAOPE D e districts of Orissa and has reduced the sale of salt |
imported from foreign countries in to those districts, the same paper observes :
that it is a hopeful sign and hopes that the Company will take early steps to |
__make their salt still better and cheaper-and well-suited to-the requirements-of the-———————
market, The writer is of opinion that the increase in the number of salt cases
in Orissa may be due to the overzeal of the Salt Police, who have oftentimes
been found to chalan-very-peer—men—who—were-compelled by sheer necessity
to taste a little of the saline earth that is found in abundance on the Orissa
sea-board.

60. The same paper is sorry to learn that the Balanga Fair, held in the  Urxawnirxa
B : 4 ; Pu;i di;:(liictfin tl:’olnour of the Dolejatra festival, was ~ Un™s 4xe
o Balasope, | at-pox it g hot-bed of cholera, as of the large number of | AvAUAXYA™
o i i - visitors that proceeded thither fromg Kothdes, 80 TN
died of the disease within a period of three days. The Uriya and Navasamvad
[ Balasore] of the 20th March reports that cholera and small-pox are raging in
the Balasore town.

61. The Samsad Vahika ] a]a;orej of the 21st March reports a few sSiwvapvamsa,
i Seniss showers of rain accompanied by hailstones in the Mar. 2lst, 101,
ore. . .
e - Balasore district that did good to some crops and
injury to others. :

62. The same paper is of opinion that the number of sta.nding army,  Siuvaovamisa,
Reduction of the Tndian army. . POtR European and . Native, in_ India-maybe com———
= siderably reduced, and, as a consequence, a large
amount of money saved, by enlisting a large number of Indians as volunteers.

The volunteer system, which is in force in the United Kij :
introduced into India. ) ol ujgdom, may be easily

63. The Uriya and Nav_asam.qu. (Balasore) of the 20th March regrets that Uhiva

the division of opinion among the worshippers of NavabauvaD,
J . . god Bhuvaneswar in the Puri district prevented the Mar 20th, 1501,
Collector of Puri and his Engineer from entering the outer precincts of the \
temple with the object of inspecting its condition with a view to suggest |
repairs of which the temple stands in urgent need, and adds that this should =l
not have been the case at a time when Government has expressed its willing- : v
ness to contribute a substantial sum towards its repairs. =¥

—The Bhubaneswar temple.

AssaMm Papkgs, ¢ i

64. The Silchar (Silchar] of the 2nd March says that even so early as SiLomar |
Pactinets tiu ;;)l::,cﬁt;x:nneflst?elng kelenl})l' felt in Cachar. Ninety  Mar. 2ud, 1901,

. + Of the people have no paddy i 1 ' |

houses, while they have scarcely any money tge b{:y it with. aherny tlllr:a';:;li]zll; ral

for paying the (Government revenué in i 1

P ' stalment is drawing near. Many h
petgtgpned the Commissioner for its remission. Ora"formg*occasidn a zim?l:;:
petition was refused. But at the present time ‘it behoves the authorities to
Pay every attention to the people's prayers. :

it

/

This content downloaded from
103.87.140.100 on Sat, 11 Feb 2023 13:57:35 UTC
All use subject to https://about.jstor.org/terms




—

Sicman,

Mar, 20d, 1901,

( 2714 )

65. The same paper u'r
& surr

that there is acute water-scarcity in Sylhet and
i - In SBylhet thie municipality

Water-scarcity in Sylhet. has no reserved tanks as other municipalities have,

It is hoped that the Sylhet Municipality will excavate some reserved tanks in
the town on the occasion of commemorating the late Queen-Empress.

NARAYAN CHANDRA BHATTACHARYYA,

Benoaur TransLiTor’s Orruce,
The 6tk April, 1901,

v

J. flove =Rag- No_ 3800 =76 =1.4,1801
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OONFIDENTIAL) . . [No. 14 of 1901.

\
™.  REPORT (PART II)

ON

NATIVE-OWNED ENGLISH NEWSPAPERS IN BENGAL

/

FOR THE

Week ending Saturday, ‘6th April 1901,

CONTENTS.
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| I.—Foreien PorirIcs, %

1103. The Amrita Bozar Patrika referring to a speech of Mr, Caine,
< : '+ Propusing a grant to India of five millions in lieu
gioho pry of the Secretary of of the arrears of the sum decreed by the Welby

e Commission, saiys ; “This is the extraordinary
arrangement thnt obtains, India paying the Indian Secretary, and the latter
serving England,” e

It goes on to complain of the indifference of Lord George Hamilton in
watching the interests of India, and particularly in the matter of the Indian
contribution to the Zanzibar-Mauritius cable, The Treasury had agreed to
relieve India of this ““unjust burden,” but the Secretary of State did not take
advantage of this permission,

The reason why the Englisl Government does not pay any portion of the
pay of the Secretary of State is that she fears that if it were ‘done, “the result
would be a fierce debate on Indian questions in Purliamen‘t, which no Ministry
is willing to face.” : '

1104. The Hindoo Latriot, remarking on the unexpected duration of the

Military operations in South Africa and China, says

The two wars, nolhing}',blft evil can be expected from the p,resezt

situation. The recent occurrences in China, of jea]ousy and disagreement

between the troops of different nationalities, and: the reported . activity in the

military preparations of J apan ‘forebode evils and events of a suspicious
character.” )

It is the duty of the Powers ‘to shape their action in g manner that will
lead to peaceand the happiness of the world at large.’ :

The Editor appeals to the King to direct his Ministers to be a' little more
conciliatory towards the Boers, that the war may be brought to g speedy termi-
nation, -

1105. The Awrita Bazar Palrika, referring to the specch of President

_ McKinley ‘at his inauguration on March the 4th,

i :i,}’l:’i‘i'i%;’;n:;""“‘ of Cuba  gsks how long it will be before America will con.

A sider Cuba and the Phillipines fit to be made a part

of the American Republic, and suggests that America, once having tasted the

fruits of conquest, will ¢ g0 on acquiring other foreign territories, and thus
become another conquering Power in Asia.”

1106. The same journal says that there is humour in the open wa

Tl aaliton the Irish preach sedition and the Eng]is{

e X - tolerate it. At a mecting in Chicago, John Dal s

the Mayor of Limerick, and Miss Maud Gorne, “‘a she-patriot,” settled that tie
Irish must fight, Surely they are more culpable than the Editor of the Kalidas.

IL—HoME ApmINISTRATION.
(a). —Police,

1107.  Under this heading the Bengalee gives an account of g petition
AT inst the Executive SuPmitted to the High Court by Babu Sarat
sl iﬁif","fnaﬁ:ﬂz”‘;ﬁg:"c“ " Chandra Ghose, a muktear of the Backergunge

district, against an order of the District Magistrate

suspending him from practising, The muktear’s story is that he was engaged
on behalf of & man named Moni Krishna Shaha, who was suspected in a
murder case, and, hearing that Police Sub-Inspector Ashutosh Gupta was
torturing his client with a view to extorting a confession, he went to the spot
to see that his client was not molested, The Police Sub-Inspector reported to .

AMRITA BAzZaR
PATRIKA,

1st April 1901,

HiNDoO PaTRIOT,
2nd April 1901,

AMRITA BAZAR
PATRIKA,

3rd April 1901,

AMRITA BazaRr
PaTRIRA,

4th April 1901,

BENGALEE,
20th March 1901,

the Subdivisional Officer that the muktear was interfering with the enquiry ...

and preventing witnesses from appearing, and, though the Subdivisiqnnl Officer,
Babu Bagula Prasanna Mazumdar, was satisfied with the explanations given,
further representation made by the police to the District Magistrate resulted in -
the petitioners being suspended.

Their Lordships of the High Court have reserved judgment.

1108, 'The Bengalee complains of the in‘adcquacy of the amount it is
The Budget snd Police Reform,  PTOP0sed to lay out on police reforms in the seven
i ~ provinces of India, compared with the amount of

Rs, 12,44,000 to bo spent ou the Military Police of Burma.

i vepd
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AMRITA Bizanm
PATRIKA,

30th March 1901.

Hixpoo PATRIOT,
1st April 1901,

AMRITA BazAnr
PATRIKA,

4th April 1901,

BENGALEE,

29th March 1901,

MosLEM CHRONICLE,
30th March 1901.

INDIAN'NA'HON,
1st April 1901,

AMRITA BAZAR
PATRIKA,

4th April 1901,

BENGALEE,
4th April 1901,

( 22¢ )

1109. The Khagole correspondent of the Amrita Bazar Patrika reports
‘ : a case in which an European Railway employé who

Another shooting affair. was ‘shooting at a tree,’ missed the object aimed at
and hit a young Marwari girl, who was playing in the upper story of a house:
Some shot entered the flesh of the girl's leg. The correspondent hopes the
Railway and Executive authorities will take vigorous steps to find out tEe
culprit and punish him. i :

1110. With reference to the ransacking of the Jubeda by wreckers along

£ o o iy A the banks of the river, the Hindoo Palriot asks bow
A 1A e far either up or down' the river, the river police
are oxpected tdibe on beat, and what their parti-

cular functions are?

1111. The Amrita Bazar Patrika appreciates the way the Lieutenant-
Grovernor shows his sympathy with the people in
visiting the worst plague-infected localities ; but
appeals to His Honour to ask the Commissioner of Police to relax the rules, and
allow kirtans to be held without passes so long as plague is in the city. ¢ These
kirtans undoubtedly instil hope and courage in the mind of the people.”

Kirtans and plague.

(d).— Education.

1112. In view of the heat and the increase of plague in Calcutta, the
. oy ok ~Bengalee again urges the closing of all educational
Closing of educational institutions. institutions. ¢
1118. The Mouslem Chronicle questions the wisdom of the authorities in
The Madrassa Branch School, amalgamating the Madrassa Branch School with -
Caloutta. the Calcutta Madrassa.

The  former served for the education of low-class Muhammadan children,
brought. up in undesirable surroundings, and imbued with bad habits and
vices from which the well-bred children of good and well-to-do families are
free. The effect of the amalgamation will be the withdrawal of many
Madrassa children, and the loss to the Madrassa of its prestige.

1114. Reviewing the rules for the working of Text-Book Committees in

Y Bengal, the Indian Nation, in the first place, does
pReconstitution of the Text- yot think that a case has been made out for the
4 curtailment of the liberty enjoyed by the old Text-
Book Committee, but anxiously awaits the result of the new departure. It
proceeds to comment on the exclusion of European schools from the purview of
the Committee, by which Government has accentuated class privilege, and
affirms that, if the Government aims at securing sound education, the method
of teaching followed in educational institutions slhiould be reformed—not the
system of selecting text-books. The article concludes by noticing with regret
that the educational policy of the Government is to secure centralization of
power, and this reactionary policy could only be justified, if the education and
discipline obtainable at private institutions were faulty, which is not the case.

(¢).—Local Self- Govcrnment.and Municipal administration.

1115, A resident of Arrah writes to the Amrita Bazar Patrika, contradict-
ing the allegationg made against the Arrah Munici-
pality in that paper’s issue of the 28th March.
1116, A correspondent of the Bengales, who signs himself , Rajendra Lal
Dey, m.B., complains that the authorities do not
properly sympathise with the people in their

The Arrah Municipality.

Plague in Calcutta.

present troubles,
_Nothing is done, but disinfection of houses where plague occurs, and this is
of little use.

Ile advocates structural and sanitary improvements in the town, and thinks
Government should find some means of raising the necessary funds.
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1117, The Amrita Bazar Patrika is very disappointed that the' statement AMmiTA Buran
made from the Bench by Mr, Justice Amir Aliy" g M-rol:;ém.

Wo SXoakiali ohi , on the 28th March, did nof contain some explana-
tion of the particular points in which the public are interested ; such as the
reﬁwort that four Judges were against Mr. Pennell’s suspension, the question
who and what led Sir Francis Maclean to send the telegram, &c,

Mr. Amir Ali’s utterances do show that M, Pennell was condemned
unheard, on the unsupported statement of the Registrar, and further that the
High Ceurt actually dl(F contemplate issuing a warrant and trying Mr. Pennell
for contempt. ' o

1118. In its next issue Xllw same journal remarks that Mr. Justice Amir Adneny Blain

' A 1 i8 evincing much interest not only for Mr Reily, - 1901,
lefhfl:“:;g: Amir Ali and the byt the Mussalmans implicated iyr’x the murdc}a’; TR
B case. Now, as regards the accused in the murder
case, ‘‘he was kind enough to scek out their Pleader and give him the best
advice possible on behalf of his clients.”
1119. The Bengalee says that the réfusal of the Government to answer  Bwearss,
, , any questions regarding Mr, Pennell and his judg- 8lst March 1901,
i ul‘%';mf;‘;f_el“""°"“ the Ben- ment is much to be regretted. It leaves an im-
o . pression on the public mind that the allegations
made by Mr. Pennell regarding Messrs. Corbett and’Bradley are not without
foundation, ; ‘ i
1120. The same paper says the High Court’s action on the 28th March,  Bsvoarss,
N A with reference to the applications made on behalf 3!t Msrch 1901,
e A B E AR g gl Reily and the accused in the Noakhali-
murder case, is a subject on which the public mind
is much exercised. )

The necessity for the stay of proceeding ‘had ceased with the necessity
for a transfer. The only case against Mr. Reily pending before the High
Court was the rule for transfer. It is clear that thesvakil was not prepared
to pray the High Court to quash the proceedings altogether. Mr. Justice
Amir Ali came to the rescue of the hesitating vakil, and, by suggestion,
encouraged him to make his prayer for the proceedings against Mr. Réily to
be quashed. In this instance Mr. Amir Ali has shown “an amount of courtesy
and consideration highly to be admired.” : ‘

Their Lordships then asked if anybody appeared on behalf of the accused
in the original murder case. The Bengalee does not know what led them to
ask this question. But for such an enquiry it is probable that the postpone-
ment of the murder case would not have been uskeg for.

It is assumed that the murder case was not on the Ready list on the 28th,
and it is not the custom of the High Court to mention for postponement cases |
that are not ripe for hearing. The vakil appears to have had no intention,
until Mr. Amir Ali suggested it, of applying for the postponement. This is
another instance of the courtesy and considerate kindness which Mr, Justice
Amir Ali has shown to the Vakil bar.

1121.  With reference to the refusal of the Government to answer any

AL i c questions relating to Mr. Pennell, the Bengalee says,

° Mr. Pennell, ‘‘ This reticence is inexplicable and has increasoed

, ‘ the sympathy of the public with Mr. Pennell,”

The question relating to Sub-Inspector Osman Ali, which was answered, -
had reference to Mr. Pennell’s judgment ag much as that relating to Messrs.
Corbett and Bradley, and the refusal to answer the latter one suggests the
inference that the Government had no satisfactory answer to give,

1122. The Amrita Bazar Patrika says, ¢ the High Court came to realise it Aunra Bazan

P ‘ owed some sort of an explanation to-the public, so g, April 1901,
mThe High Court and the Pennell - 1ade My, Justice Amecer Ali explain the circum: |
iy stances that led up to Mr. Pennell’s suspension,”

In this Pennell case the public has been gravely concerned at secing
something like a coalition between the Executive and the Judicial. .

The Patrika regards this case as being somothing like a family quarrel,
and recommends that Mr. Justice Ameer Ali and all native Judges should be

kept out of it,

BENGALRE,
2nd April 1901.
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1123.  With reference to its recent remarks regarding Mr, Ameey Ali
and Mr. Gupta, the same )er-8ays that
Mr. Ameer Ali is not regarti):tf by some of
his orthodox co-religionists as a Mussulman like themselves, The Patrika does
not care how many seats the Mussulmans have, but the contention of the
authorities that, because there are already two Hindu Judges, Mr, Gupta ig
to be done out of his seat, is outrageous, ! .

It concludes, *“ We have enough of ¢ policy,” we wish we had some portion’
of justice ton.”

1124, The Bengalee complains of the treatment afforded to clerks by

Mr. Puttock, the Agent for Government Consign .
Griovances of Commissariat ments, and hopes that the grievances of the clerks
sisie: will receive Lord Curzon’s early attention,

1125.  The same paper regrets to notice that the separation of Judicial and
Execulive functions is not included in the twelve
questions which the Viceroy has made his own.

The reform of the police, which is included in
the Viceroy’s programme, cannot be properly carried out unless the Judicial
be separated from the Executive.

1126. The Awmrita Bazar Palrika, referring to -the Viceroy’s speech on
the budget, is pleased to hear there s a rogpect
of the police being reformed, It consiJ)ers the
passion for conviction is ¢ fraught with indescribable wischief,” and, ag usual,
recommends the employment of educated natives in the higher posts of the
department, i I ‘

It refers to the present educational institutions ag places where the youths
of India are sent to be ““slaughtered.”

1127, The Bengalec missess in the twelve problems which héve engaged
Lord Curzon’s attention, & single one calculated
; to advance the political status or to enhance the
self respect of the great Indian communities, and appeals to the Viceroy for
liberalisation of institutions and more active association of the people with the
Government of their country,

It praises Lord Curzon’s frontier policy, welcomes on behalf of the mercan-
tile community the approximation to & stable eurrency, appreciates the
prospect of a reduction in the rates for foreign telegrams, and advocates a
similar attention to the inland telegraphic rates.

Education and the reform of the police it considers the questions that will
receive the most popular interest. 1t trusts there will be no attempt at cen-
tralisation in education,

The present inefficiency of the police force is attributed to the unfitness
of the Assistant and District Superintendents to control subordinates who are
their superiors in education and ability, and the appointment of tried natives
to the higher grades, is recommendedl a5 the solution of the problem.

1128, In a leader on the subject of the Lord Curzon’s twelye reforms,

AR the Indian Nation holds that scarcely any one of
£ them touches any of the long-standing grievances of
the people or, the rights and responsibilities of men, No hope is held out of the
restoration of local self-government in Caleutta or its development or expansion
elsewhere. Nothing is said about opening careers to scientific students ; and,
as to the proposed revolution in the system of education, if the *reform  takes
only the shape of extended Government control, little good will result. As
regards police reform, the writer asks, ‘“what steps does His Excellency propose
to take to ascertain either the existing ovils or the most competent opinion about
theirremedies 7 The article concludes with an expression of regret * that not
all the proofs given in recent timeg of loyalty, of attachment to the throne, and
of sympathy with the English people and English interests, have been held to
entitle Indians to any addition to thejr rights and privileges,”

1120, The Bengalee is of opinion that it would be well if, instead of pushing

The Tudion debt snd ex(ens, O 100 fast the construction of railways, under the
of railwnys, 0. “od extension iy pression that this is the only way of developing
Ve the resources of Indin, . our financiers were to give

Bome attention to the liquidat‘ion of the Nationgl Deht. It asks why it is

The vacancy in the High Court.

Separation of Judic'al and Exec-
utive functions.

The Viceroy's Budget speech.

Lord Curzon’s twelve questions.
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not thought financially and economically prudent to institute a system of
sinking funds such as exists in the United Kingdom? ¢ Instead of attempting to
diminish the National Debt, our administrators are needlessly extending
railway lines.”
~, 1130. The same paper says that the town of Naihat and the adjoinin Baneatas,
T T e L villages have been Hindu from time immemorinf. 29th March 1901,
Nope Bakr-d and cow-killing st Dhe gaorifice of the cow, 80 abominated by the Hindu,
: has never been heard of in these ‘parts. Last year
when the Muhammadans attemrted the sacrifice, in disobedience.of the order of
the District Magistrate, Mr. Collins, a serious riot took place. This year the
District Magistrate, Mr. Allen, has allowed the sacrifice, and has selected a spot
" ‘where it is to be performed. The place selected is on the side of a tank from
which Hindus get their water-supply, The people of Naihati and Kantalpara
have memorialised the Government. The Bengalee hopes His Honour will
listen to their prayer. : ;
1131. A Naihati corre:ﬁo‘ndent of the Amrita Bazar Patrita complaing of  Awrrra Busan

e action of the District Magistrate of the 24- Pamnma, -~

Site for cow sacrifice at Naihati. 80th March 1901,

i Parganas in selecting a site for the Boakr-1d sacrifices
without consulting the Hindus of the neighbourhood.
-1132. The Hindoo Patr;o{‘I s:xﬁ)ports the merixloria'l of the Hindu inhabitants Hil0o0 Paraien
ey Of Naihati, praying that the order of the District bot.
Hebr-Td arsaogomenty ab Nl Magistrate pofy the 24-Parganas granting the iabanido
Muhammadans-a site for the slaughter of kine for the Bakr-1d in the midst of ‘
a Hindu population and on the margin of a tank the water of which is used for
drinking, may be rescinded. !
1133. Referring to the Budget speech of the Finance Member, the Behar Bamar Hamato,
The et Herald observes that Sir Edward Law ‘“never once 80th March 1901.
i e thought of the starving raiyat, who is never to be ;
given relaxation, or even a nominal remission of land tax.......He must pay
his taxes and arrears to the last cowrie.” It also notices what it describes as
the Viceroy’s '‘ vague declaration that a scheme for the reduction of taxes is in
contemplation,” and remarks that ¢ this announcement has been made before,
but apparently the thing is to be accomplished by brave repetitions, and so we
must daily record one more step towards the desired gosal.” :
1134. The Moslem Chroniclg alludes to the “foolish and acrimonious Mosus CrRowoLs,
The Noskhall sednct agitation ” which the “insensate Amrits DBazar 80th March 1901,
o TOMEAR aeCuckion case.  Pairika, followed by the tagrag and bobtail of the
Hindu Press,” is raising against the decision of Justices Amir Ali and Pratt,
acquitting a Muhammadan charged with seducing & Brahmin woman, and
remarks that the ill-advised and scurrilous cry will not raise the reputation of !
a certain section of the Hindu Press which trades on sensation.
1155. Referring to certain cases in which Muhammadans and Hindus i Rl
AT 18 e i were opposed, in which Mr. Justico Amir Ali has g s 190L
Mr. Justice Amir Ali. decided in favour of the Muhammadans, Power and
Quardian says: “ The facts of the cases cited speak for themselves, and speak
eloquently of the view Mr. Justice Amir Ali has taken of them. Iam not
surprised to learn that these decisions have created a sensation in the country.”
1136.  Referring to the probability of Lord Kitchener succeeding SirMosueu Cunowtoss,
ol Power Palmer as Commander-in-Chief, the Moslem 80t March 1901.
The next Commander-in-Chief. Chronicle, says, if given the choice, it would not have

such & man whose “bloody and infamous deeds in his Egyptian campaign
marked him out as a blood-thirsty and cruel man, and mude his memory odious
and abhorrent.” It would be delighted to hear of the Duke of Connaught’s
appointment. v i - : . ’
‘ 1137, A correspondent, writing in the Moslem Chronice, complains that ;;::;f::omfl.
s the proportion of Muhammadans employed in the g
Dopetmmindans in the Postal 'Pogta] Department is very small, and expresses
o : the hope t‘l)mt, with the elevation of Mr. Kisch to
the Directorate, this matter may receive careful attention. He accuses th’e ;
Babu in charge of the Appointment Department of the Postmaster-General’s
office, of falsehood und unfriendliness $owards the Mubammadans, and hopes
that if he cannot be pensioned he may be transferrred to another section where
he would be unable to exercise his baneful influerice. # £ s

" -
e —~ —— T ——
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1138. Power and Guardian speaks of the dismissal of Baby Jadubans
’ Sahai, the Sub-Registrar of Bikramgunge, ag 5
The uy eiemissal  of  Babu  gross injustice and a hard case which has hardly
apeii £ any equal in the history of British administration
in India. The Babu has been dismissed without being given an o portunity of
vindicating his conduct, simply on the word of Mr. Wheeler that he. was insub-
ordinate and incompetent. o
1139. The Amrita Bazar Patriks again refers to the promotion = of
Mr. Cooper, which, it says, is given on no other
grounds than that he is a relation of the Private
Secretary of the Chief Justice; and draws attention to another cage for
complaint, namely, the proposed promotion of Mr, Grey, a junior Reporter,
to ﬁB the post of Editor of Indian Law Reports about to be vacated by
Mr. Woodman. ¢ bk
1140. The Bengales learns from the Chittagong Jyofi that Mr, Percival
, : has at last received a check,

Mr. Percival of Chittagong. Mr. Percival has been libelling Mr. Romesh
Chunder Dutt by telling his pupils that the History of India, of which
Mr. Dutt professed to be the author, was written for him by an English
friend. :

Mr. Percival has also quarrelled with the head-master and the Principal
regarding an explanation called for on some errors in his accounts, and,
having refused to submit the explanation, has been suspended and reported to
the Director of Public Instruction. Bl

1141, The Amrita Bacar Patrika expresses itself generally satisfied with

1 the Budget speech of the Houn’ble Mr. Baker, and-
,pf,‘,;';tﬁ":,,";‘,°;:{;‘,’;';:f“ intesde foop grateful to Sir John Woodburn for his admission
that the District Boards can no longer bear the

Promotiohs in the High Court.

burden fastened upon them. , '

With regard to the grant-in aid for plague measures, it asks why Govern-
ment should not make similar provisions to protect the mufassal people against
malarial fever and cholera. -

The measure for a Provident Fund for the gurus is excellent, but some-
thing might be done for the higher educational officers. T

r The Provincial Service cannot be much improved by the amount granted,
and ministerial officers, whose pay has been the same for 30 and 40 years,
have been forgotten. | ‘

The Patrika ends by objecting to the grants made to the Diocesan Girls’
School, Christian and Muhammadan Cemeteries, the Calcutta General Hospital,
the Indigo Association, &ec., and considers 1t unjust that the millions of
tax-payers in the mufassal, who are sorely in need of good drinking water,
should be made to pay for these institutions in which they have no interest.

1142. The Malda correspondent of the Bengalee says, ¢ the town has becn
convulsed by a rumour that the Government had
sent emissaries to scatter seeds of plague in order to
check the increase of population.’ Some strangers were assaulted, and there
wos general alarm. .The District Magistrate had to advise the Municipal
Commissioners to stop the construction of some plague sheds which has just
been commenced. W3

1143. The Bengalee regrets that the Government has not taken Sir
‘ David Barbour’s advice and decided in time of
prosperity to convert its surplus into «a reserve
instead of spending it on railways, &c. A reserve fund should be main-
tained to meet the extra demands that would arise in the event of 4, big
frontier war and a widespread famine occurring simultangously. : :

1144, The same paper is glad to hear that Mr. Gabriel, lately Subdivi-
sional  Ufficer of Beguserai, who used abusive
: language towards a pleader, has been censured by
Government and has also apologised to the pleader. ‘

1145. The same journal, quoting a letter from the Commissioner of the
Chota Nagpur Division regarding special promotion
of certain officers for their services in the Munda
outbreak, says “the public have not forgotten the

Plague scare in Malda.

Our financial situation)" '

Mr. Gabriel's apology.

Suhuel to the Munda case at
Ranchi.
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treatment afforded to the Mundas at the hands of the local authotities,” and
regards the promotion of these officers as another act of Government similar

to the treatment of Mr. Corbett.

1146. The Amrita Bazar Patrika says the setting aside of Rs. 4,80,000 Axnira Basan

for improving the financial position of the District
ons Oremenh godl 0,1 i ‘18 but a very partial restoration of a
' ' large and long-standing degt.”
The Government has been appropriating the resources of the Boards ever
sinoeh the émposltlo(il (;]f/t%e t1’-ﬁad &ass in Bengal, The joint collection charges
for the road cess and the Public Works cess, should be b |
Government and District Boards, Wi i 8 3

In 1877-78 it was arranged that Government should pay one-third, which
at that time amounted to Rs. 46,800, and this sum has beeg ';ermanentl’y v;ixlgd
a8 the Government contribution, though the collection charges have been
doubled and trebled. ' , ;

Why should not the Government pay back with interest the seven lakhs
which the District Boards have been unjustly made to pay from 1879 to
1899 ?

1147. The Amrita Bazar Patrika's correspondent complains of the way

) e e in which the District Magistrate of Midnapore
AoTE: 'ﬁﬁﬁi‘;ﬁ’;‘."’“ 90 o administers the Arms Act. Men who ‘want licenses
are ordered to be present at the thana, and are

often kept wailing all day. : :

Further complaint is made of the ill-treatment of people by the amla of
this department. i, /| Xy

1148, The same journal does not think the questions referring
to the Noakhali case were well put, and suggests
that the representative Members of Council should
meet beforehand and decide what questions to ask and how to put them, Babu
Surendra Nath’s question gave the Bengal Government an excellent opportunity
of explaining their action against Mr. Pennell, “but this was not done.”

1149. 'I'he Bengalee says that in recommending the right of interpella-

Questions in Council.

Thia tion by the Members of Council, Lord Dufferin
g felt that the Government in India had nothing to
conceal, ‘

The rulers of the land huve not taken kindly to this great reform. The
interpellator is sometimes snubbed and has not the right to reply or raise a
discussion,

The Government does not take the Council and the people into its
confidence, and has yet to learn that the secret of successful rule is trust in
the people. T

1150. Under the heading ‘‘ Official Zulum,” the Bengalee complains of the

action of Mr. Forrest, Deputy Commissioner of

Mr. Forrest and the school well  Jalpaiguri, in sending a Muhammadan bhistee to

APt draw water from the school well, and calling for

explanations and threatening the heud-master, because the Muhammadan
bhistee has not been allowed by the Hindus to take water from the well. :

1151. The Amrila Bazar Patrika, in reproducing the Board of Revenue’s
Circular of 1879, in which it lays down that the
Government should pay one-third of the cost of
collection of the cesses, saysthat the road cens
belong# to the people, yet the Government will take a share. With- that object
it employs its own highly-paid servants, and makes the people pay their salane‘s.
During the last nineteen years the collection charges amounted to Rs. 45,64,613.
One-third of this would be 15 lakhs, but the Government has only paid
Rs. 8,62,398. The balance of seven lakhs has been unjustly appropriated and
should now be returned with interest.

IV.—NATIVE STATES.

: 8, *The appointment of a new Resident at Indore
s ~:~I~‘~he Ifa_nzalce Ba}l'u;’s createdlf)zxx)mious interest in the Courts of all the

The road and Public Works
cesses.

LTﬁﬁndore Resident. Native Princes, and the proceedings of the R\iésident T

are watched by the Indian public. The Resident should be given sufficient

i

N
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freedom of action to enable him to discharge his duties in a manner that will
justify the cost of his appointment. At present he is opposed and hampered by
the Agent to the Governor-General and the Agent is always supported by the

Government.” i

V.—ProspecTs oF THE CroOPS AND CONDITION OF THE PEOPLE.

1153. The Bengalee says that Okaru Mikir of Mymensingh contains an
g i e account of a case in which a man entered a house
Ll Voadeind . S at night for the purpose of stealing drinking water
This occurred at a village called Puranigunge, and it is said there is no water fit
for drinking within three and a-half or four miles of the village. '
It again invites the attention of the authorities to the want of good drink.
ing water in the mufussal. : ‘
1154, The correspondent of the'Amrita Bazar Pairika again complains of
" b g W the scarcity of water in Mymensingh. In village "
ater famine in Mymensingh. R ohabpore there is a small doda (pool) to which the
people from sixteen villages resort for drinking water.
The people of Puranigunge have to travel four miles for their water.

VI.—MISCELLANEOUS,

1155. The Giridih correspondent of the Amrita Bazar Patrika complains :
of an assault committed on a postal peon by two
Adsinls by Ruzoposny: Europeans named Hancox and Wright. '

1156. The Amrita Bazar Patrika reports a case from Hooghly, in which’
: _— an Engine: driver named Reid is said to have beaten
Pl by an Europesn Engine- g pMyhammadan fireman for refusing to carry his

i boxes. The driver attacked the lad with “blows
and fists,” and when he tried to escape, struck him down with an earthen water-
jug. ¢ The blood-stained and senseless body was removed to the:Emambarah
Hospital at Chinsura.”

1157. The Hindoo Pairiot, in referring to Mr. Dadabhai Naoroji's recent

Py 5 Aoty B steech on the drain upon Indian resources, remarks

In:il:lm rain, on tho reaources O that, while the Parsi gentléman’s strong language

is open to question, his facts and figures cannot be

questioned. The drain upon Indian resources is ‘‘emormous,” and in the:
interests of India must be put a stop to. . '

1158. The Amrita Bazar Palrika, referring to the scenes created by

, the Irish members in the House of Commons,

T sl T compares the indulgence with which Irishmen are
treated with the harshness meted out to Indians who venture to offend the
authorities. AR - :

An Indian who dares to raise his voice against some inhuman plague
regulation, is sentenced to transportation for life, but an Irishman is allowed to
preach sedition openly in the House of Commons. :

“In India, if a giember of Council had behaved in this manner, he would
have been shackled and deported to the Andamans, if not hanged at the Gov-
ernment House then and there,”

1159. The Bengalce calls the attention of the Chief Commissioner of

i Assam to. certain alleged acts of oppression com-

Ton planter’s high handedness. 1 jtted by Messrs. Trevor and Gunner, Manager
and Assistant Manager of the Magura tea estate, Karimgunge., *

1160. Referring to the charge brought against Miss Good, a lady mis-

AHC LN S ok A sionary, of “enticing away the child-wife of one

P o e * %7 Babu Surendra Nath Ghose, Pewer and Guardian

¥ says, ‘‘ this casé should prove a warning to those

indiscreet people who allow their womenkind to Ee tutored hy the zanana

mission.”

The zanana mission is a ‘‘dangerous institation.” When the missionaries
endeavour to effect a breach between the women and their masters, they commit
a breach of trust. The writer says, ‘“ Were I a Magistrate and were I fortunate
enough to try a case of kidnapping by a zanana mission, I would not have
remained satisfied with merely recovering minor girls to their guardians, but
awarding exemplary punishment to the culprits.” )

v
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1161. In the matter of Amproving the lot of the British Indian population Hixpco Paraser,
of Natal, the Hindoo Patriot is of opinion that the I April 1901,
a _ interferenty of the Indian Government is absolutel
necessary, and appeals to Lord Curzon ‘to ay some attention to the subj {
and keep himself in communication witE the Colonial Secfetary by ng:.il
)

means alone will the happiness of the Indians at Natal be secured,

British Indians in Natal.

OFFICE 6? THE IN8PR.-GENERAL
or Pouricg, L. P,,
(W F, C. DALY,

WeiTErs’ BurLpings,
The 6th April 1901, Jl bl i L LR B

C. A, P,- Rog. Mg 2027~ 78—10-4-100L

This content downloaded from
103.87.140.100 on Sat, 11 Feb 2023 13:57:35 UTC
All use subject to https://about.jstor.org/terms



This content downloaded from
103.87.140.100 on Sat, 11 Feb 2023 13:57:35 UTC
All use subject to https://about.jstor.org/terms



	Contents
	image 1
	image 2
	image 3
	image 4
	image 5
	image 6
	image 7
	image 8
	image 9
	image 10
	image 11
	image 12
	image 13
	image 14
	image 15
	image 16
	image 17
	image 18
	image 19
	image 20
	image 21
	image 22
	image 23
	image 24
	image 25
	image 26
	image 27
	image 28
	image 29
	image 30
	image 31
	image 32
	image 33
	image 34
	image 35
	image 36


