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. I.—FogeieN Porrtics. = R _f)

i-Muladdas Hablul Mateen [Caleutta] of the 2rd March RomvauasMoxap.
Fhe RoanamatMu/cads:8s ‘that when foreigners found the Persians in ®ytiraas,

Persia and the Foreign Powers. 1) o weak condition, flllley began to gén.c?oa&:h up‘(in Mar. 3rd, 1901,
it : . They deceived the Persians by calling them a civilized people
Pbtll‘szzktifnt?;ayties witylrl Persis. -The Persian thinks that these foreigners have
s J ‘but, as a matter of fact, they are slowly under-

: ith his religion E : y ;
wohing to do with b eligion, it o e mnionalieythe
morality and the language of the Persians. All the .fnendly assistance which

y in the long run, intended to benefit them -

ing us gratuitously 18, | / . ;
: —’;%‘3 eﬁ?afsng:; en% . nghe Pergi%ns’ do not understand that the object qf these
people is to conquer the whole world and to propagate over 1t their own

ligion. It is at their instigation that ed.u'cated ersians are becoming atheists,
fl?hlgyoigxtend to conquer theé:vhole of Africa and Asia, just as they comquered
the whole of America and Australia. They are now masters of certain portions
of Asia and Africa, and are thinking how they can grasp the whole of them.
It is a wonder that the Musalman rulers seem still unable to .take a lesson
from what has happened in Java, Crete, China, and other countries, and are

" not forming a brotherhood among themselves, such as is prescribed by their b e

religion, O! Musalmans, educated and wealthy, take pity on future generations i
q e olan tatna

__.of -your_people and_the poorer classes.in_yo —Do-not-pass-your—————
timg’ in luxu%y and weaken your subject people, who are like your life oy
and soul. Treat them with impartiality. The Islamic Power has ceased to
exist, and Islam is gradually becoming feeble and is declining. Think that your-
religion is your strength. ~Persia ought to strengthen its military position and
take steps to spread education, science, art and commerce. Instead of pur-
chasing articles of luxury, the Persians ought to purchase things which will
improve their manufactures and commerce. - Persia ought to know that religion
brings all sorts of comforts. It is a regret that the existing Musalman kingdoms
are all governed by despotic rulers. The Musalman rulers do not allow public
opinion to interfere with their despotism. The Prophet strictly enjoined his
followers to settle all disputes concerning the Musalman republic which
flourished in his lifetime in Hedjaz according to the advice of the AAl-i-Shura—
i.e., Parliament, The responsible management of national affairs by the nation
itself makes it impossible for any particular individual to earn for himself,
credit or blame, and this is conducive to national unity. The word Sulfanat
means the management of the affairs of a nation to its satisfaction. If the
Shura system is introduced in the Musalman States, all Musalmans, rich and >
poor, literate and illiterate, active and idle, will have a share in the adminis- . g

tration of their public affairs. gt e TR S

-

5 II.—HOME ADMINISTRATION.

(a)—Police. | :
2. The Burdwan Sanjivani [Burdwan] of the 5th March says that recently Skl
e ol there was a dacoity in Kalna village, within the SANJIVANI,
Burdwar, district, % '™ ¢ jurisdiction of the Jamalpur thana and only two Mo bth, 100L
- = _ miles distant from it. A few days before there was =
—another-dacoity in-a neighbouring village, Jotkubi. Within a year or two,
there have been many cases of dacoity within the jurisdiction of the Jamalpur
thana, Government should enquire how many of these have been traced.

8. The Pratinidhi (Comilla] of the 6th March says that a respectablo Posdiniair

A Polico Sub-
oy o ub-Inspector charged thq Sub-Inspector, Babu Hara Mohan Basu, of the

Magistrate, with assault and use of abusive words on the occasion of his as ing
that officer to regxsteg the death of his son on the 26th February. b
4, The IHitavadi :

Thefts i i 70 1 1 . . i
distriot, 160 in the Nadia  disirict, Recently a washerman was goin%irom

e

Brahman, Abbaya Charan Chakravarti, has charged i, g4, 1901, 4.

!

Brahmanbaria police-station, before the loeal Deputy ) ;

{ ¥

[Calcutta] of the 8th March says that cases of theft are  mmavany, J

frequent in the village of Chandipur, in the Nadia  Mar. stn, 1901, :

State Rai e the qtation of Bherhamara on the Eastern Bengal b
e Railway to the village, a distance of one mile, when he was atta ked by i -1

, N
S,
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__pur thana in the Burdwan district. —The dacoits, about one hundred in number,

“Prasanna Kumar Poddar and then that of Natabar Sinha, The frequent -

~happened, even after the resolution published by Lord Curzon on the Chapra

" Mr. Reily’s investigation would have ended in a suppression of the murder.

a thief with a knife and 'a Jafki, and received many wounds. His cries brought
men to his assistances; but the thief escaped. Information was duly lodged in
the local police-station, but the Sub-Inspector said that he could do nothing.
Thieves have been emboldened by laxity on the part of the police. Of the
many theft cases that bave occurred in the place none has been thoroughly
investigated. - ' ‘ |
5. A correspondent of the Bangavasi[Calcutta] of the 9th March reports
. ~ two cases of dacoity which were committed in the
 Daooity in the Burdwan dis-  courge of the night of the 17th February last in the
p village Kalna within the jurisdiction of the Jamal-

and armed with swords and bamboo spears, first plundered the house of

occurrence of dacoity has alarmed the inhabitants of this part of the district.
(6)— Working of the Courts.

6. The Murshidabad Hitaishi ( Murshidabad] of the 6th March has Jﬁhe

e . following :(— )

iu(?&{::fﬂfﬁg'é Aot gl s R have seen and heard much in this Noakhali
murder case. We never dreamt that we should

have to witness an exposure of Police misdoings by Mr. Pennell at Noakhali

so soon after the Corbett-Narsingha affair at. ra.... When-such-a-thing has-——§}

caso, can it be believed that the scene will not be re-enacted ?  On that occasion,
the Viceroy did not fail to reflect even on.-the action-of the-Provincial Governor.,
The Lieutenant-Governor, Sir John Woodburn, is a very mild man, and that is
why such cases are being heard of under his administration. Itis nota fact that-
a case like this has never occurred. The truthis that so much is never brought
to light except'by a Judge like Mr. Pennell. - How many Judges are there like
Mr. Pennell ? ~“But for the presence of a Magistrate like Mr. Ezechiel at Noakhali,

The Police sometimes favours people and sometimes harasses them. The party
which gains its favour is.sure to win. If the Magistrate be a just man, justice =
is done. A just Magistrate like Mr. Ezechiel dealt with the present case, and he
therefore discovered the offenders by causing repeated investigations to be
made. The mysteries brought to light in the course of Mr. Pennell’s judg-
ment would seem to show that,if Mr. Cargill had been the Magistrate at that
time, the murder would have been suppressed on the oclose of Mr. Reily’s
investigation. The entire judgment is not yet out. Even what has already
been published does not speak well for the executive administration.
Mr. Pennell is possessed of moral courage, and that is why he has ventured
to say 8o much. Who knows how many such_scenes are enacted in-different-
places 7 That a hue and cry is not raised in every case, is only because people
do not come to learn everything, We must now consider Mr. Reily’s trial.
Mr. Pennell sent Mr. Reily to /qjaf. A motion was made in the High Court
and the High Court granted bail in exercise of ite special power without assign-
ing any cause for the favour thus shown. If Mr, Re%?'had been a common man,
this would not have beenr done. We hear of the use of influence and intimida-
tion in the course of the present case. Mr. Pennell has divulged these secrets.
Many are therefore calling him mad. One must be a mad man like him if
one were to act justly and do the right thing. Mr. Pennell is called mad because
he has pointed out the evil consequences of the union of the executive and judicial
functions. It is for these reasons that, in his resolution on the Chapra case, the
Viceroy spoke of the desirability of a separation of the two functions, and these
facts support his view. Let us see what the Viceroy says now, The case cited
by Mr. Pennell is not one solitary instance of the mischief. Many such cases
take place. If the Viceroy makes a private enquiry he will come to know of
many such cases. It has gecome difficult for Deputy Magistrates to let off the
accused in cases-sent up by the Police. They have, on many occasions, to act
against the dictates of their own conscience. ~ In a certain case the Magistrate
directed the trying Deputy Magistrate to proceed in a particular manner. The
Deputy Magistrate in question was a man possessed of education and moral
courage. He, therefore, replied that as the Magistrate had the right to transfer

1

s = . .
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his file, he could try it himself. But how many such Deputy
gll:gcl::fatfof: gl‘e there ? If the Vichoy has a real wish to benefit the country,
he should try to remedy this evil. If having seen all this, he can now separate
the two functions he will leave an imperishable monument, a melorial, that
i3, which will be more glorious than the proposed Victoria Hall and will be

permanently associated with his name. £

7. The Prabhat [Calcutta’] of the 6th March has the followrmg e PRABHAT, |
Some people and Some newspapeis are- praising Mar. 6th, 1901,
__Mr. Pennell’s Judgment. Mr. Pennell, Thf’i‘e lifundlc;ubte l{ suffiolant %roun f.
aj age and impartiality like Mr, Pennell’s are rarely met

ﬁiﬁmxﬁe&b&c: u::t:gl:; v%hfbh Mr., ennellllas levelled at everybody—from the |

Viceroy to the High Court Judges—may amuse us, but will do us” more harm |

than good,

Wg’Ve have no wish: to exculpate the Government or any high official by
blaming Mr. Pennell.  No one will deny that Mr, _Pennell deserves our praise
and gratituade. But we cannot be too sorry for his having misused a golden
opportunity. If he had acted with a little patience and calmness, Government
could have picked no hole in his coat.: He would have deserved everybody’s

raise, if, instead of attacking an one, he had_ quietly placgéw—wtllgw AT |
~N\\\ggg\czmt’all:gz’s\leu:(-:a-mt‘-om11;@4:3(;9:4;&a, -—,~~-wﬁhoub~ﬁbusmg~‘MrT"R“e"1l§r“ in his ‘judg- :

when an application for bail was made. But be failed-to-do-this. Ho lost his
‘temper-and did everything in the wrong way. :

Executive officers are certainly to blame if thoy attempt to bully judicial
officers.  But how can we praise a judicial officer, who, on the plea of writin
a judgment, attacks the Government ? Not only has Mr, Pennell introduce
unnecessary and irrelevant topics in his judgment, but has gone out of his way
to attack persons whom he had no business to attack. What harm had Lord |
Curzon done him that he attacked His Lordship in harsh language ? - Neither ' ; |
His Lordship nor the Chapra case had anything to'do with the case then before
him, yet he dragged down His Lordship. It is not likel that Lord Curzon
will quietly put up with such treatment, His abuse of Sir John Woodburn
and his reference to His Honour in the sentence—‘‘ The head of the Local
Government is universally nick-named Soapy John ”—werq probably rompted : |
by some ill-feeling which he had cause to entertain against him, H% has not i |
spared even the High Cowrt J udges. Mr. Pennell is an intelligent man and 8 ]
good writer, but his judgment shows that he has gone quite mag. , : |

Some of the letters which Mr, Pennell hag placed on the record-have—becn ' l
published, "I‘hey_doﬂnot.pmxce‘thatf Government was very much to blame or
that it interfored in the least in the case. In fact, they do not appear to
support Mr, Pennell’s cause. The letterwhich Mr, Buckland wrote to him in

connection with his imputation against Mr, Rampini cannot be interpreted I

mrent, had ordered his arrest at the close of the trial, and released him on bail , L "L ,L

as a threat,

8. Referring to the suspension of Mr, Pennel] the Sanjz’uaﬁ:’ [Calcutta] SANIIVANI,
of the 7th March says, that those who make g Mo 7tb, 1901

|

l

Suspension of Mcr. Pennell. i : L) | A 1
P % scandalous abuse of their powers, aro not punished, I

1

while Mr. Pennell, who stood up against such abuge of power, has been punished,
Government should not have hurried itself into an act of such indiscretion.

9. The same paper says that none byt an Englishman can know the - SANIIVANI,

secrets of Englishmen. None but an En lishman # |

] 11. . S : b giat J
M'V‘P ‘"":"l dares divulge the gecrots of the English oﬁlgcml life, , | l
“Another Lnglxshman of Mr, Pennell’s courage has not been met with in l "4
i

India. In his judgment in the Noakhali murder enso he has disclosed many | 8
Secrets concerning  His Excellency the Viceroy, His Honour the Lieutenant- | ;
Governor of Bengal, Mr, Bolton, Mr, Bourdillon, Mr, Macpherson,. Mr; Justice ; y

Rampini, Mr. Justice Stevens, and others down to the Police Sub-Inspector : ’
Osman’ Ali and the Head-clerk of the Noakhali Police, - |

Mr. Pennell’s judgment has thrown all Bengal into a forment, The ' i |

High Court’s and the Government’s excitenient has not been loxs ln—spito

i s roped that (he | b et M. Reily’s case will be coolly agid -
——-disps ately tried by the High Coupt, Fadeet ‘ =
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Jvom 10. The Jyoti [Chitthgong] of the Tth March says that a feeling of intense
Mar, 7th, 1901, | hatred has arisen 'in men’s minds at the acquittal
The acquittal of Lalmiya by the of Lalmiya, the man who committed adultery with o ;
% RIP SR the Brahman lady. Sivatara and insulted her
husband’s family god. Lalmiya, at the mere mention of whose name the
hearts of men beat violently, has been acquitted! It is not known how the
man, whose offence is as clear as day-light, has been declared innocent with the
help of & net work of legal fallacies. The country has lost-the firm- faith, so
long entertained by ity in the High Court. The foundations of faith in that sy
_ Court have been shaken., Every one says that there is no justice now-a-days.
Hrravapy, 11. The Hitavadi [Calcutia) of the 8th March says that since hearing the
Mar. 8th, 1901, . news of his transfer, Mr. Gabriel, Subdivisional
Mr. Gabricl, Subdivisional (Officer of Beguserai, has quite lost his head and
LGS Do has been committing oppression right and left.
He suspended the Head-Warder of the Beguserai Jail and fined the other
warders one rupee each for allowing a prisoner to go outside the jail preQincts
to get firewood. - He made Abdul Hakim, a copyist, remain standing in his
court for two hours and then suspended him for having left his work in
order to attend to a call of nature. He has pro osed to the Magistrate that
the copyist Baldeo Rai should be dismissed for the fault of having left office’
_on hearing _the neWs.,\.\of\\his\father’-smserionsmillnessﬁ_wwﬂhﬂe«holdingﬁs:com&www -~
in village Panchbir, Mr, Gabriel struck the copyists, Munasrim and Chet
Narayan, by flinging books at them. At the village Tehari he abused = -
Mutsaddi Singh, a police Sub-Inspector, by calling him “*ff=i @fwste”.  While
hearing a case at Bariarpur, he treated Babu Pasupati Chatterjis=the leading
leader of Beguserai, in a most ignominious manner. For this, Pasupati Babu .
Eas applied for the Lieutenant-Governor’s permission to prosecute Mr. Gabriel.
HitavaD1, 12. The same paper has learnt from a reliable source that Mr. Gabriel,
Subdivisional Officer of DBeguserai, has been
appointed Secretary to the Political Agent in
Ajmere. Has this post been given to Mr. Gabriel on account of the manner
in which he conducted himself as Subdivisional Officer, or in order to protect
him from newspaper attacks? With whatever object the authorities may
have given Mr. Gabriel this post, they have not acted rightly. -

HrTavaDL 13, Thesame paper has the following: —
Since the commencement of British rule in
: _ India, no one except Edmund Burke ever dared to
exnose the faults of the Executive Government in this country. What Burke
did in Parliament, Mr. Pennell, a Judge under the Government of India, has
“done in India.. No_Judge ever before. delivered- such-a-spirited j nt, 4
censuring the officials from the Viceroy down to the head of the District Police.
The judgment shows how anxious Mr. Pennell is to secure a faultless executive
and judicial administration.

It must, however, be admitted that Mr. Pennell has introduced many
irrelevant topics in his judgment. True, he was much harassed by the Executive
Government, and that he had no better means of giving publicity to his
grievances than the one he has adopted, still everybody must say that he has

committed some excess. His courage and independence have filled us ‘with
wonder, : :

Mr. Gabriel's transfer.

Mr. Pennell's Judgment.

TP 14. The same paper has the following:—

; We are sorry and astonished to hear of

it o Mr. Pennell’s susgension. Though Mr. Pennell

has done us good and his independence has filled us with wonder, we are
not blind to his faults,. We must say that he has failed to shew in his
judgment the coolness and patience of a judge, by introducing in it much
that was irrelevant to the points at issue. But we cannot blame him for
this. An impartial judge like him is sure to suffer in a country where the
officials from the highest to the lowest do their best to screen offenders and
make innocent men appear guilty and where arbitrariness.flourishes usder an
unholy combinatjon of executive and judicial funotions. No wonder that a

iudge liko Mr. Pennell should lose his patience. He is made of flesh and blood
ike other men, - - ‘ '
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vass ta] of the 11th MB!‘Ch bas the followin S PRATIVASI,
15, The Prativasi [ Calcut ll} g iy b 1T ey 1
The High c]om'- treatment of  (Yourt, went to Mr. Pennell and told him that he
M. Pennell. ‘ had come, by Ltdbe PChmfuJus;i:‘s’sM ord&x;, to take
he Noakhali cuse. r. Pennell as r. Chapman to
a;;zyhtil: aﬁi:zg;lgfmtin ‘writing that he had oeen dﬂ}uted by the Chief-Justice.
%‘Zhis,.vhbwe‘ver, Mr. Chapman refused to do. - His refusal- appears to be
e“reﬁilyPl:les;ﬁrrltt went to the Chief Justice’s house to make over the
record. The Chief Justice told him to wait, but after some time sent him
word that he would not see him, and that the Jrecord shox_xld be made over to
the Registrar. Good, but why did not the Chief Justice say 8o at once ?
Why did he keep Mr. Pennell waitinﬁ? How would.the pul.) ic take BUO}.I a
reception of a Sessions Judge #t the house of the Chief Justice of the High
Court ? : , : A
: The next day, Messrs. Chapman and Sheepshanks saw Mr, Pennell and
told him that it was the Chief gustice’s order that he should make over the
record to them. On Mr, Pennell asking to he shown the order, he was told that T i AR
‘ thu;dexmighhhuaadwgyen.~m‘-him,~but~~eegl&~not«be—placed~inﬂhirh“aﬁds:“j“““““‘
 Can anybody expiain why the order of the High Court was treated as a secret :
document and why Mr. Chapman accompanied the Registrar? Mr. Pepmell
—refused to-hand-overthe record to them, and they at once reported the matter
to the High Court. On receipt of the report that august tribunal became
-agitated like a bee-hive attacked with-a brick-bat. All the judges assembled in -
the Chief Justice’s-court and deliberations commenced as tq the fit punishment :

to be inflicted on Mr, Pennell. Suspension was proposed. Four of the Judges
dissented from the proposal, but it was carried by a majority of votes. A letter
was at once sent to the Government. At 7-30 p.u, an officer saw Mr. Pennell
with a letter from Mr. Buckland, informing Mr. Pennell that he was suspended
from service and the fact of the suspension was gazetted that very night. All
this was certainly very quick work. A Secretariat order is seldom carried (ut
before it has taken up millions of yards of red tape and seen g hundred suns
rise and set over it. But in this case, thanks to hfre Pennell, that immemoria]
practice was departed from. The whole thing was despatehed in the twinkling
of an eye.

The public are at a luss to see the meaning of this haste.” Would any part
of the machinery of the administration have fuiled if Mr. Penunell had not been
suspended in such hot haste? Is it true that four of the High Court-J R N
--voted against Mr: Pennell’s suspension ?  Who are these Judges ?  Did Messrs,
Rampini, Prinsep and Stevens, whose feelings towards Mr. Pennell are well-
known, 'vote for or against his suspension ? What is the cause of his suspen-
sion—his’ insubordination, his leaving his station or both ? Did his insubord;.
nation consist in_his refusal to make over the record to Messrs. Chaproan and
Sheepshanks? Was his. leaving his station without permission so serious an
offence as to necessitate his suspension ? Do not even Deputy Magistrates often
take French leave with impunity ?

Questioning, doubting and surmising of this kind every bod y in Bengal is
now doing. We fail to see why the authorities are so acting as to make all
this possible. %

16. 'The Dacca GQazette [Dacca] of the 11th March 81ys that the acquittal Dacos Gazsrms,
et T s . of the accused in the Noakhali Sivatara..cape by = Mar. 11th, 1901,
tho NoAthu By i des l the High Court has been far from gratifying -to
- the public, and has, ‘according to a correspan ent
of the Amrita Bazar Patrika, astonished and alarmed the Hindus of Noakhali.
A Musalman desecrated and threw away a Hindu idol, defiled a fu/as; plant,
held sacred by the Hindus, with the blood of a fowl and, lest of all, violated
the chastity of a Brahman woman. Musalman witnesses bore testimony to
all this, and an experienced English J udge on a careful consideration of
the evidence convicted the accused. But the High Court refused to believe
@ Jot of the evidence recorde i Id6r the honour
, 1wy of their wives and daughters and the holiness of their idols safe
under British rule ? It i the sense of iusecurity which has been created by the

/
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High'Court’s order that has made the Hipdus of Noakhali uneasy and not the
acquitéal of the particular accused. b

17. The Banga_%umc‘ [Calcutta] of the 12th March, writes as folows :—

e, Badiii * There was little chance of the public ever

knowing the facts, of which they have now been
informed by Mr. Pen_n,el_L,_Ifhanlig to Mr. Pennell, we have now come to—

know that even justice may be the subject of bargain and sale like any other
commodity. Government; too, will be made wiser by Mr. Pennell’s judgment,.
It must now see that if it has holes in its coat there are men in its own camp
who will not be slow to point them out when an occasion arises.

It must be freely admitted on all hands that Mr, Pennell’s judgment ha:s |
done us great good. But it cannot be denied at the same time that his action
-~ has been impolitic. Granting that the public have benefited by his exposure

of official highandedness, we must say that state affairs should always be

- kept a secret and thal to give publicity to them is to show disrespect to

the State. If, instead of alluding to these imatters in a gmblic- judgment,
Mr- Pennell had brought them privately to the notice of the Lieutenant-
Governor, he would have done his own duty, and at the same time benefited

and by what he has done in that improper frame of mind, the Government has
been greatly lowered in the eye of the public, It is therefore no wonder that
the Lieutenant-Governor-should be-displeased-with bim. — ——

If Mr. Pennell had been able to acta little more coolly, he would have
done us far more good. He will-fiow ‘probably be diswnissed, If he had
remained in the service he would have been able to save the people of this
country from oppression at the hands of many hot-headed young -civilians.

But by losing his temper, he has lost that opportunity. It would be too much ‘

to expect that Magistrates and Judges should be so many gods. They too
are liable to error and subject to passion like ordinary mortals, and there is
nothing to wonder at in this. But we must account it a piece of extra-
ordinary good fortune that there is a god like Mr., Pennell among them.
We should have regarded ourselves still more fortunate, if Mr. Pennell had
been able to convert these erring officials by his company. S

We do not blame the Lieutenant-Governor #nd his Chief Secretary so
much for their endeavour to screen their subordinates as for the encourage-
ment they have given to oppression by promoting the tgu.i.lty officials. The
Judges o{ the High Court too have lost their prestige in this affdir, In distress

or danger, the whole country looks up to them for redress., They have not

done well'in exercising thémselves so much about the affairs of an individual.
Mr. Pennell has done nothing to merit the treatment which he has received
at their hands. e

We find other ominous signs in this affair. We see that the High Court
is on the point of losing that independence for which it has always been
famous and held in universal respect. It is clear that the High Court has not
suspended Mr. Pennell for contumacy, but has suspended him, in obedience
to a hint or order from Government, for having incurred the displeasure of
Government. What are we to unterstand from this? The High Court which,
to assert its own independence, has at times defied the authority of the Viceroy
himself, is to-day a mere tool in the hands of the Lieutenant-&overnor and his
Chief Secretary ! i

Only one more scene in this drama remains to be enacted. The Viceroz
has not yet expressed his views in the matter. His views may do away wit
the vagaries of the executive branch of the service, but no reform can be
looked for in the High Court so long as Sir Francis Maclean does. not change
his present views. '

~ Asfor you, generous Mr. Pennell, it is impossibvie for us to convey either
I writing or by word of mouth the gratitude which we feel towards you

for the matters of which you have informed us. We are indebted to you and -

you alone for a_knowledge of the secret and disgraceful proceedings of the
G”Vt‘l’l)hlﬂnt. We_ shs ael __stl Nore-orate OR=-When—reve ren o

free itself from this disgrace, reforms the. Executive Department.

This content downloaded from
103.87.140.100 on Sat, 11 Feb 2023 13:57:21 UTC
All use subject to https://about.jstor.org/terms

_us.__But he has not been able to maintain coolness and temper-over-this-affair, ——

. !




(201 )

- ] ; ..; : P : ; ‘ A ¥
ipe for mueh from Sir John Woodburn. His prestige will not suffer .
hi“y Se?nos%:tfg;mﬁi: P;nnell in his office. Ou the contrary we shall thank ,

¢
b : il
. ivi back so independent a Judge. - S e ; ‘
lﬁs I]{iz;)zfofrzra%ﬂfeg J:)in?:y looks u;? to Lord Curzon. Distinguished lawyers \ LL
|
F

J i i i i the
hat Mr. Pennell’s suspension has been 1lleg311. The Vlceroy will lay |
2%¥mttra; unéer :g eternal ogligation if he can decide the fnatter in & way ih_ait Yo | il

- will-give-satisfaction-to-all parties:

e e

e ol i UL e (d)— Education. ' )
= | [Chittagong] of the 7th March writes as follows ; — Ivory,
gl Jyo'tz L J g:]Mr. Percival is a teacher in' the Chittagong  Mar. 7¢n, 1001, |

o Mr. Porcival of the Chittagong  (gllegiate School. On the 5th March, Babu Sarada ol
Collegiate School. Kumar Bhattacharyya, a student of the local i }‘
college, was driving to the Sadar ghat in the town, and passed by Mr. Percival |
who was also driving. A little while after, when ba.rada'Kut.nar was walqug ! 1

- on the Sadar ghat jetty, Mr. Percival approached him, whip in hand, and said |
with fiery eyes-that he had been insulted by him. When he was thus threaten- - b 8
ing Sarada Kumar, a police constable came up and was at once asked by A, \ :
Mr. Percival to prosecute the boy. The constable obeyed. He was taken to ~ =1
———the Sadar ghat beat, but the Sergeant, not being there at that time, he was : i )

let off, although not without being threatened by Mr. Percival with severe
unishment. Sarada Kumar has placed the case beforethe- local Deputy=
Magistrate, Babu Ramesh Chandra Singha, There are other complaints against - ,
‘Mr, Percival. The Principal of the College knows all this, but it is rumoured : ; i
that he cannot deal severely with Mr. Percival for fear of the Director of Public !
Instruction. We want to know what the Director will now do. Sarada -
Kumar is neither a pupil of Mr. Percival’s nor his subordinate. ‘ | {
19, " Tle Uitavadi [Calcutttg of the 8th March says that the attention of HizavaDr, ‘ ‘
‘ ~ the University authorities having been drawn last Mar. 8tn, 1001, 2
iruands b the recedt Bntran% yepr to the fact that some persons unconnected e
: with the Education Department, one among whom : ?
was a brother of Babu Bhabatosh Chatterji, second clerk in the Presidency
College, were appointed guards at the Entrance examination, it was ordered '
that in future the practice of appointing outsiders as guards at that examination
should be discontinued. But, in spite of this order, some persons, connected,
according to a correspondent, with Bhabatosh Babu, but unconnected with the
Education Department, were appointed guards in the Presidency College on the
first day of the recent Entrance examination. "l ‘

(e)—Local Seif-Government and Municipal Administration.
20. The Bikash [ Barisal] of the 5th March writes as follows:— Bikasu, -
The last five year'’s administration of the = Mar. bth, 1901,

Barisal Municipality” by its Chairman has done

The Chairman of the Barisal g
immense harm to the town, and hardly any conceiv- f l

{

]

A

Municipality.

able good to it. The Sanitary Commissioner of Bengal has expressed himself

to,theﬁam&eﬁ'eet—mfhis-'Inspectmrri‘é[mirt; which is quoted. If the report does

not prove the worthlessness of the Chairman, we do not know what can. The ,

Sanitary Commissioner has found fault with the roads, ghats, bazars, drains, ’

privies, dm}kmg water-—in short with ,éverything in the municipality. It is :

& report which has really alarmec‘nl;s{ \
After hin last election as Chafrman of the Municipality, he has done nothing

= for it worth mentioning except fé],ling'trees and constructing drains in the town,
About the former, the Sanitary Commissioner has said nothing, and against the

latter he has raised serious o@?ions. v
|

RSN

. Alt}}oggh every municipa work is done under the direct supervision of
the Chairman, the Comuniss oners are still responsible for it. It is not

that the Commi‘ssioners have freed themselyes from their responsibility by |
electing a ‘‘hairman, They are bound to satisfy the rate-payers about i |
every work done by the Municipality, for not he but they are the direct ' ' ;‘
reprpsentatxvrns of the ‘people: It ,ig not the people but they who elect the . .- : -
v showld-—raise- ‘voice against the Chairman when he |

Chalrm WS ATEA ¥ ACE SV BASE VO1
tries to do anything injurious to the interest of. the rate-payers, . : .. '

oy
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MURSHIDABAD
HiTaisHl,

Mar, 6th, 1901,

Hiravapr.

Mar. 8th, 1901,

HiTAVS DI,

Navarvua,

Mair. §th,. 1801,

KHOLNA,

Mar, 7th, 1901.

Every Commissioner has been suppliel with a copy of the Sanitary
Commissioner’s Report. We hope that the Commissioners will make a sturdy
movement in the matter, -

21. The Murshidabad Hitaishi [;Murshidabad] of the 6th March says

Irrogular attendance at the that the Kuropean Government nominees in the
meetings of the Murehidabad Mu- Jocal Municipality, and notably the European Civil
widlplig: . Surgeon, are conspicuous by their absence from

the Municipal-meetings: —TPhe reason of this; perhaps, is that they do not like
to work in concert with the native members. _If they do not wish-to work, they"
should resign, and Government should nominate people who will be willing to
work. Seme of the elected Commissioners, too, are ubpunctual in their
attendance. : -
22. The Hitsvadi [Calcutta) of the 8th March says that sickness is very
revalent in some wards in Calcutta, In Mohan
An insanitary locality in Cal- o] Mitra’s Street and the places near it in Ward
At No. I a large number of deathsis taking place every
day, and, on enquiry, it has been found that the street and its vicinity are in a
very filthy condition, and there is also a night-soil depdt mear it. This
locality is the hot-bed of disease in Ward No. I. But the Municipality takes
no notice of its condition. Is this apathy due to the new Municipal Act ?

28, The same paper writes as follows :— s .
: The residents of Calcutta have already com-
Municipal oppression in Cal- menced to ,fQ,@l t_lm,eﬁacthLtha_nem LG
cutl——— """ Act. We referred the-other day to & case in which
the Municipal employés had entered a zanana in order to realise rates. The
matter has not yet come to an end. According to the Bengalke, some Municipal
officers attacheg, for the purpose of realising arrears of rates, and took away
sixteen pieces of brass #4dls, u copper.flower pot, one clock, and one padmasan,
from the room in 87 Balaram De’s Street, in which the family god is kept.
Newtpaper agitation regarding the conduct of the: Municipal servants elicited
from Mr. Greer the reply that the Municipal employés had not touched any
article used in the worship of the god. This reply was evidently based on
the report of subordinate officers. But no one can deny that the things men-
tioned above are things which are used in Hindu worship. The Lieutenant-
Governor ought to make a careful enquiry into the matter, because interference
with the people’s religion by insolent Municipal servants, acting under the
authority of the new Municipal law, may lead to very eerious consequences.

24, The Navayug [Calcutta] of the 9th March says that now-a-days,

il . when the mortality in Calcutta has increased, the

) S“Pplil‘l’{:f’ d at the Nimfala  gontractor, who supplies. wood— at- the— Nimtala—

' burning-ghfi t, charges one rupee in excess of the

usual rate for every dead body, The Editor himself was, on one occasion,
obliged to pay this unlawful excess charge.

(f)— Questions aféch'ng the land,

25. A correspondent of tlllle Khulna [Khulna] of the 7th March writes as
follows :— \ e 4

The village Rangdia, in the Bagerhat Subdivi-
sion of the Khulna district, is chiefly inhabited by poor cultivators. Babu
Annada Prasad Mukherji is the zamindar of the village. Last year, in the
month of Magh, he went there and orderéd that every raiyat would have to
pay six-and-a-half &nnas per rupee of rent for his son’s marriage. He
realised four annas per rupee then and there, and left instructions to his men
to realise the remaining two-and-a half annas this year. In order to pay annas
four per rupee of rent; many of the raivats were obliged to sell their household
utensils, agricultural implements, bullocks and paddy. The Deputy Magistrate
of Bagerhat was applied to against this, but the zamindar’s men denied
everything. . Lt

We have been informed that the remaining two-and-a-half annas will be
realised from the raiyats after the zamindar has paid his current revenue

Oppression by a zamindar.

instalment. The failure of crops this year has made the raiyats’ condition
really_critical, Thoy are orying withe theis—eives—amdchiiromtrr-stte——

-
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Imost amounting to starvation. The main cause of this miserable condition
2f.mt(;189 poor rdi?gtq is the cruel extprtions of the zamindar, repeated four or five
times within the Tastseven or eight-years. ; ' :

(9)—Ratlways and c;ﬁhunicdtz'onx,l ineluding canals and irrigation. -
26. The Hitaradi [ Calcutta] of the 8th March says that the condition of

___third less than its usual numbexy-beea

)

—Kelphi———

* which the officidls went to Diamond Harbour or when there was a Magistrate

o the Kulpi Road between Kalighat and Kulpi is
The road between Kalighat and; yopy migerable. It hardly —shows any sign —of
e repairs. Formerly, when it was the route by
8
Court in Baruipur, its condition was much better. But now that the road is
not so used, the Public Works Department has almost given up the idea of
repairing it. ' ‘ ’ :
pecs (1) = Gencral. . e
27. The Jyoti [Chittagong] of the 7th March says that the taking of the
census in Chittagong town on a holiday has

Ths Cenius ot Chittagong fown... "o o returning its population as at least one-

~— HiTAVADY,

Mar. 8th, 1901,

JYorTl,
Mar. , 1601,

ny-of-the men, who are not perma-
nent residents of the town, go to their village Komes on holidays, '
28. The Sanjivans [ Calcutta] of the 7th March says that on the night of
~the 1st March many houses in Calcutta were not
visited by ceusus enumerators, This was the
natural consequence of begar, ; i

9. The Bharat Mitra [Calcutta) of the 9th March says that on the day
fixed by the Goverument for taking a census of
: Calcutta, nobody came to the office of the Bharat
Mitra to count the inmates. Hence it is clear that the present census will
prove no better than a farce. Such must be the result in all cases in which
the Government resorts to begar. '

‘The Census in Caleutta.

The Census of Calcutta,

30. The same paper complains that the PlagueTIhppector of the Chausa

station suspected a Marwari passenger occupying

The Chausa plague Inspector. 3 . >
o i an intermediate class compartment, as having been

. attacked with plague. The Inspector, accordingly mad® all intermediate class

passengers in the train go to the plague camp, where they were detained for
ten days. The plague officers are gradually assuming the attitude of Indian
Nawabs and their conduct deserves the serious notice of the higher authorities.

3l. The Navayug (Calcutta) of the 9th March says that on_the. night-of-
: the 1st March many houses in Caleutta were not
visited by the Census officers Mr. Blackwood is

The Consus in Caloutta.

responsible for this, .

32. 'The Dacca Prakash [ Dacca] of the 10th March writes as follows :—

~ On the night of the 1st March when the Census
‘ ‘enumeration was going on in Dacca town,
thousands of persons, who were not residents of the town, were passing through
the streets, As no enumerator asked them
names could not have found a place in the enumerators’ books,

This mistake would have been avoided if Government had ordered every
traveller to keep with himself a paper, containing his name, residence, &c.,
for delivery to any enumerator by whom it might be demanded on the night
of the 1st March. By comparing such a paper with the preliminary enumera-
tion-book, in which his name was first entered, a very correct census would
have been arrived at. ' '

Government makes a great mistake in destroying the original enumeration
books. It can be clearly shown by an examination ‘of the last Census Report
that numerous errors creep into such reports on account of mistakes in collect-
Ing, summing up, printing, proof-examining, &c. An instance may bo cited.
l‘g'on_l the Report for the year 1891, it is seen that thenumber of Zayastha women
within the jurisdiction of the Sivalaya thana in the Dacca district was only

Faults in the Census work.

about their whereabouts, their

SANJIVANI,

Mar. 7th, 1001, v

BHARAT MITRA,

BHARAT MITRA,
Mar gth. 1901.

Navayua
Mar, 9th, 1901

Dacoa
PRAKASH,

Mar, 10th, 1901,

o e Attt e S ittt

root

one-hundred and sixty.,
; an fixteen

undred,  Altlough there wore many dealers in conches in
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the place at that time, yet they were not included in the report. Perﬁai;!
Mr. Risley will say much about these! such as that the number of kayastha
women in the place hns’ enormously increased, or that there has been a new
settlement of conch-dealers in the Elace. The only means of correcting such
mistakes has disappeared with the destruction of the original enumeration.
books. - : Lk ~

“Again, a careful preservation- of these °rig?“?'l~~Bn“m8mti0n-books—~migh ¢
be helptul in determining people's heirs, ages, domiciles, &¢., and the cost of such
_preservation would be met from the fees which people should be made to pay <
for taking such information, - ‘

Government is requested to amend the Census Act, 80 as to provide for the

preservation of the original enumeration-books and their usé of thens in the

law courts. T : R
PRATIVASI, 33. ' “According to the Prativasi [Calcuttq of the 11th March, the census
Mar, 11th, 1901, ey s figures are not likely to be very accurate. Statistics
© Uensus,

are seldom free from inaccuracies; and the census
figures, considering the perfunctory way in which they were got up by begar
men, are likely to be more inaccurate than statistics usuqlly are. .In Calcutta
many houses received no visits from enumerators. If this was so in Calcutta,
it may be easily imagined what happened in the wufassal. .l

I11.—LEGISLATION,

Hitavabi, 34, The Hitavadi [Calcutta] of the 8th March says that it is a great
Mar.. th, 1901, misfortune of the Bombay Presidency that Mr,
2t Reprorentation of Bombay and  pjroschah Mehta has resigned his “seat in the
Bengal in the Supreme Council. : . =
Supreme Legislative Council. He was the spokes-
man of educated India in that Council ; nor would it be easy for the country to
fiud another representative like him,

Difficulty Eas also arisen in Bengal in regard to the choice of its represen-
tative in the Supreme Council. There is a tie between the Maharaja of
Darbhanga and Babu Surendra Nath Bunerji, each having secured five
votes, and the choice now rests with the Lieutenant-Governor. The onl
recommendation of the Maharaja is that he is the owner of vast wealth and
he has no other qualification in virtne of which he can stand as Surendra
Nath’s rival. Again as the Maharaja has recently taken one more wife, he will
not be able to spare much time for the service of his country. It would, there-
fore, have been well for him if he Liad withdrawn from the contest.

It is hoped that the Lieutenant-Governor will do justice in the matter.

HiTavaDI, 35.  The same paper ,9%’1@3‘ ofL jgll_.tlhejpae_ches v{rhich‘wemgnade_iﬂu the

g5 The Religious Endowments B, Supreme Legislative Council against the Relizious
Fhn Titlghond Mootz En}c)lowmentg Bill, the onﬁ whigh requires noti%: is
the speech made by Mr. Bolton, The sum and substance of his argument was
that as only the educated community were in favour of the reform asked for,
and as the uncducated masses wero apathetic in regard to it, Government
should not interfere in the matter, But will Mr. Bolton name a country in
which the masses ever asked for any reform? Where, moreover, it may be

asked, was Government’s policy of non-interference when the Consent Bill was

passed ? .
Bibiitie 86. The Bangarasi [Culcutta] of the 9th March says that the rejection of
Mar. 9th, 1001, : e - tho Hon'ble Ananda Charlu’s Reli%ious Endow-
o ypoection of the Religions yanee Bill by the Supreme Legislative Council

has pleased every Indian except the Honourable
Member himself and his followers. The Bill has enabled ti)\e eople of India,
Hindu, Musalman, Jain and Sikh, to see Rai Ananda Charlu BaEadur and Rai
Sri Ram Bahadur in their true character, and to realise how much harm the

Babus can do. their country in the name of doing good to it.

thak fiani 37. The Lrativasi | Caleutta] of the 11th March writes as follows :—

Mar. 11th, 1501 Mr. Cotton in the Assm .  4De Cooly Bill has been passed and an

pobour and Kmigration  legisla-  increase of eight annas in the pay of coolies hus

tion, reccived the sanction of the Legislature, But the
demand of the planters could not he ‘tot ignor rzon has

made pran
=T

—COMPTOMISE 10 the elicct.-that the increase shall not take place for the
-

]
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. In this instanéé we have failed to realise the value of the
n?:iz:wv(:lzzgmis bestowed by gome newspapers uggn Lord Curzon of being

t-any cost what he considers to be his duty. U
a ma‘Ianl;:s?gc;fi:; :llxlg cause of the present depression in the tea trade, His

:d “that the true cause of that depression was not, as is alleged,

. gffﬁﬂ:&ﬁ; Te%o:m,tbut. an_increase in the number of planters. _If so, tge .
remedy applied is not a right remedy. It is for his Lordship to say hov; _the .
deferring of-the increase clause of the Act will improve the prosp((alcts- o htke
tea industry. The truth is that Government is quite unaccustomed to hs a 3
off its partiality for the white people and take up the cause of truth an

justi the weak. . s g ; :
]uchehzngﬁ%fsihgeof this measure has brought into bold relief the sincerity of
. a well-wisher of India. Mr. Cotton has been ever known to be a friend of
India, and the people of India will ever rat.:efully remember his name as they ol
will remember the names of men like Lord Ripon. His services to the country .
in connection with the present measure will evoke praise from millions of
throats and inspire even the weak and worn-out cooly to lift his hands
towards Heaven morning and evening to invoke blessings on his head. The :
" gelf-sacrifice he has made is quite unexampled. Listen to what he himself e
~—gaid :i—"1 am adding to the obloquy I have already incurred: but I am con- :
" vinced of the justice of the cause and of the righteousness of the claim I _have
put-forward-on-behalf of labour:” : . TN i |
38. Referring to the passing of the Assam Labour and Emigration Bill, pauc cassoriza
the Dainik Chandrika | Calcutta : of the 14th March  Mar. 14th, 1001,
- Mr. Cotton in the Asssm Labour  gog that considering the way in which Mr. Cotton -
s brought to the notice of the Legislature the
deplorable condition of tea-garden coolieg, in connection with the proposal to
increase their pay, one cannot help callifg him a god in human shape.

VI. —stcm;LANEous.

39. The Hindu Ranjika [Rajshahi] of the 6th March contains two Hmov Rawixs,
Poems lamenting the death of Bengali poems lamenting the death of the late  Mar éth, 1901,
the late Queen-Empress. Queen Victoria. § : .
- 40. The same paper contains the following further proposals for comme-  g.v Raxza.
4 . morating the late Queen-Victoria. "
urther Memorial proposals. o
(1) The establishment of agricultural banks throughout India. -Govern- ..
ment may borrow money-at-3-per-cent: perannum, and lend the same to the
cultivators and agriculturists at various rates according to the damounts lent.
The Famine Fund and the District Board Funds may be amalgamated with
the fund which will be formed for this purpose. The interest that will accrue
will meet every expense. In this way poor cultivators may be saved from the
clutches of the makajans in the sacred name of Empress-Victoria.

(%) The establishment of poor-houses in India. Fifty lakhs of rupees
should be spent every year in the name of the late henevolent mother. Every
“Hindu will subscribe to this fund the pittance which he regularly gives to

- beggars, Vagrancy and pauperism will be checked in this way.

-~ (3) The result of these institutions, if regularly worked, will be that the
recurrence of calamitous famines will be greatly checked;:Indian art will revive
and cultivators will give their whole power to agriculture,

(4) Fit and respectable natives should be entrusted with the superinten-
dence of these institutions,

41, The Prabhat [_Calcutta]rof the 6th March, says :— PRABHAT
he national memorial” which has been pro-  y.. &, 1901,
_ posed by the Viceroy will be a new thing in India.
We will express no opinion now as to whether such a large sum of money as
; ha's-bgen proposed to be. spent upon it ought to be so spent. It i8~easy to
criticise, ridicule and object. We shall therefore express no opinion about
the proposal withou e iderati ~H=amyother 1~ SCHeMe has

The hfdemoria] scheme.

_ -anybody, it ought to Q)'t forward. Much good cannt.
done by merely finding fault with the one which has been proposed.

7 (A

| Wy }
; ;M 'j:‘" . E -
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N e 42. 'The Sangivans [Calcutta] of the 7th March says that Mr. Alexander
Mar, 7th, 1901, Scott has been employed in the work of repairing
old pictures in Belvedere. Butthe employment
of Babu Sasi Kumar Hesh, who has learned the
art of painting in Italy, France, Germany and England on this work would
have delighted every Indian. Mr. Alexander Scott may be a very worth
man ; but His Honour the Lieutenant-Governor is requested to make an exami-

Repair of old pictures in Belve-
dere.

nation of the merit of Babu Sasi Kumar Hesh in this connection.
Tvom, 43, The Jyofi LChittagonngof the 7th March, writes as follows:—
Mar. 7¢ b, 1901 o i it he Commissioner of the Chittagong Division
gog:mll)ni:'i:&:mn in the VAN will establish a Lady-Hos%xtal as a Jocal tribute
to the memory of the late Empress. The officials
do as they please, whether good for natives or not, and whatever their inten-
tion. e do not know how far reasonable it is to do with money given by
the natives—things which the natives themselves consider unnecessary. Euro-
peans do not like native midwives though a European midwife costs Rs. 200 a
month. A hospital, with a European midwife, will greatly benefit Europeans. " -
It would have been all very well if the Commissioner hagdproposed to establish
a hospital with European money. Natives who are hard up at present, will
have to place large sums of money at his disposal. They are for various—
reasonsunderthe influenice of high officials. Under these circumstances, we
<A consider it wrong of such officials to approach the natives, not to :ileak of Gov-
< ernment servants, with subscription buoks, —Sueh-things—spoil the spirit of
native benevolence, hinder naturally inspired works of public utility, and
enlarge the unholy sphere of illegal influence. - '
he construction of a female hospital may not be a sinful act, but it will .
be nothing but waste  of money if the officials indulge their whims, and in so
doing disregard the many pressing and seriouswants of the country.
ever %as native money been utilised by the local officials ;n any good
work. It is, therefore, the ardent prayer of the poor inhabitants of Chittagong
that on this grand occasion of the commemoration of the late Queen-Empress,
something be done, which will fill the heart of every loyal subject with delight.
Mo b iRy, 44, " The Mihir-o->udhakar [ Caleutta | of the 8th March says that the Vice-
Mar. Btb, 1901, roy’s scheme of a national memorial is based on sound
: sense. 1f a national memorial is to be preserved,
it should be preserved in the torm which has been sketched by His Excellency.
The Pioneer and one or two other Anglo-Indian papers tried to throw cold
water on the scheme, but they have been disappointed. The whole country
now sees the propriety of the Viceroy’s proposal and money is flowing in from
all directions in heaps, - -~ . . oo e
Lord Curzon's scheme is, indeed, a grand one. When carried out, it will
stand out as a monument of the mighty phenomenon, which took place during
Her late Majesty’s long reign in the union of the Kast and the West, We
have no history. We have nothing to mark us out as a nation. The proposed
Victoria Hall will be a national memorial which will make us known to the
world as a nation. To oppose its erection will be to injure ourselves, The .
memory of India’s past, whether Hindu, Moghul or English, will be preserved
in this Hall, and visitors coming to India will see in it the past glories of this
country. Should not this be a source of jo§ and pride to the Indian people?

'the Memorial question.

fadiniod 45, The Education Gazette [ Chinsgura} of the 8th March says that among
M) b e o the memories of notable historical events that will be
o By 5 Rt on [, Fise preserved in the proposed Victoria Hall, imaginary

; pictures representing the hunting expeditions of

the non-Aryans of India, the coming of the Aryans into India, the sacrifices of

the Vedic period, the hermitages of rishis, the conquest of Ceylon, the Court
of king Rama Chandra, the great war of Kurukshetra, the meeting between
the Greek Embassy and the Samnyasi, the Council of Asoka, the Buddhist Vikars,
Vikramaditya’s world-wide c¢onquests, the Muhammadan invasion of India,
the administration of justice in the time of Ghyasuddin, Tamerlane’s great
massacre at the Kumva-me'a in Hardwar, and similar other things should be

included for the sptisfaction of Hindus, Greekd and Pathans. It is necessary to
preserve notices of events before Baber. "The Indi interRavi 8, TN

T — e . 19 ,, S0
P —— 4

V= TR, TNaY
and characteristics of the
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old times, after consulting with archceological e'xﬁzﬁzﬁhgggge S;:eiasﬁ?:t;lin H:E’;

: k on this line. 1f these oil:
might be asked to work on this l1 ad & plaoe'in many houses in Indis.

hs thereof will fi
proposed Hal, pROsEiRE ere[_ Bankura) of the 8th March says that although

A Bankura Darpan
A Ui U0 t{’)e proposal to commemorate the late Queen-

The proposed Victoria Hall, Empress by means of a Victoria Hall has not met
be little doubt about the largeness,

i niversal ptance, yet. there can t s
T e ek 5 such an undertaking. Lord Curzon, who is the

__originality and desirability. of 1 C i
ﬁ;ﬂgr ofyall India and ha}; supreme control over the native Princes, can, in

no time, fill a famine fund to overflowing and establish technical schools.

e B ' [Caleuita] of the 9th March says that the list of
i ) o | [anl;s ijich the Viceroy gave in his Asiatic Society

ol Ml Asiatio Society  gnaech as being a list of the names of the persons
T bt whose memories will be preserved in the proposed

Victoria Hall was, by no means, a complete list. In the course of a speech
it was not possible either to remember or to mention ‘all the names worth

preserving in the Hall.
Whilst the names o

£ a number of statesmen and f)oliticiar{s were men-
tioned, those of a good many poets, phi

losgphers and political writers were -

BANKURA
DARPAN,

Mar, 8th, 1901,

BANGAVASI,
Mar, 9th, 1901,

_omitted.~ Will_not the memory of the Bengali poets, Kasidas, Krittibas, Kabi

Bharat Chandra, of the eminent
~ Sanskrit professors Raghunandan, Raghunath Siromani, Smarta Raghunan-

dan, Jagannath— Tarkapanchanan; —of -the— Hindu—astetics—andphilesophers

Bishuddananda and Bhaskarananda and of a host of other eminent Indians
be preserved in the Hall? ~ It was certainly a mistake on the Viceroy’s part not
to have mentioned the names of the late High Court Judges, Dwaraka Nath
Mitra and Sambhu Nath Pandit. Does the Viceroy’s list also include the namo
of the Bengali hero Pratapaditya ? : -
Lord Curzon’s highmindedness is certainly praiseworthy., Umi chand
the mention of whose name rakes up the memory of Clive’s forged letter and
makes many big Englishmen hang down their heads in shame, will find a dpla.ce
in the proposed Hall | But, while Umi Chand’s memory will be preserve , DO

mention 18 made of Sirajuddaula’s name—Sirajuddaula never practised decep-
tion on any body and was himself deceived by Umi Chand. Colonel Malleson .

writes :— K .
““Whatever may have been his faults, Sirajuddaula had neither betrayed

his master nor sold his country—nay more, no unbiased Englishman, sitting in
judgment on the events which passed in the interval between the 9th
February and the 23rd June, can deny that the name of Sirajuddaula stands

higher in—the scale-of honour than does the name-of Clive:— Decisive Batties-of—

India,
Mr, Jaffir will find a place in the proposed Hall, but Sirajuddaula will

not. Sirajuddaula wag a statesman. His statesmanship is proved by the letters
he wrote to the English, copies of which have been given in Babu Bihari Lal

Sarkar’s book “®ezitera @a ”’ (The English conquest). A perusal of this book

and of Babu Akshay Kumar Maitreya’s “ fgerea 2 (Sirajuddaula) creates

the doubt whether Sirajuddaula was really guilty of the Blackhole massacre.
The writer of Mutaksharin, it is true, has mentioned some faults of Sirajuddaula,
but he nowhere says that Sirajuddaula was ever guilty of atrocities like
ripping open the wombs of pregnant women or sinking passenger boats. Itis
rather anomalous that the memory of the man who deceived Siraj would be

eserved, but not Siraj’s memory. To our thinking, Lord Curzon would not
incur blame by including Siraj’s name in his list.

48. Referring to Lady Curzon’s visit to the Kalighat témp]e, the same

AL . paper writes as follows :— '

ghf‘:‘z{mcp‘]‘;_““ L B _The *first Governors-General under the East

2 .Indxa Company used to send offerings-to the god-
dess at Kalighat. Such offerings were sent for a long time, and it was the
bounden duty of the rulers in those days to shew respect to Hindu gods and
goddesses. In 1840, for instance, Lord Auckland paid visits to Brindaban and
4 K2 D -l ade.otieringos ol aranela-aiia diatasbard g ok ' ,
~ = among Brahmans and Vaishvays, But Lady

" ()
hals LB B . MO LDAY

Curzon’s visit to the Kalighat
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* temple was for these days an unusual one. As regards Lord Curzon, he made
valuable presents to a Sikh temgle, an(.i a Mushalman mosque’visited by him
last year. Such sympathy with their religion completely wins the hearts of
the Indians, and Lord Curzon must be'aware of this, ' .

BANGABHUMI, 49. The Bangabhumi [Calentta] of the 12th March gives the follow-
Mar, 12th, 1901. N o ing account of its Editor’s interview with
Mr. Pennell interviewed. Mr. Pennell:— :

Hearing that Mr, Pennell, the famous Judge- of Noakhali, was come to
Calcutta, and was putting up inthe Continental Hotel, we went to see him
on Saturday, the 9th March. As soon as he received our card, he came out
smiling and welcomed us in. On taking his seat in the room, the first thin
he said, of himself, was that the day before, that is, on Friday last, he had
been to the High Court to make over the records of the Noakhali murder case
and that the Registrar, Mr. Sheepshanks, had, after a reference to the Judges
of the Appellate Side, received the papers from him. We now asked him
why he had been transferred from Burma. Mr. Pennell said in reply that as
the climate of Burma did not agree with him, he had himself prayed for
transfer and that there was no truth in 8ir John Woodburn’s statement that
he had incurred odium there. Mr. Pennell here showed a certificate from the
then Lieutenant-Governor of Burma, Sir Alexander Mackeuzie. T

& xw\Emltorr-eEeople\s&y-~tl-mt\wyou‘“ﬁ:ffé““ﬁéﬁiﬁé@ﬁﬂf“ﬁﬁﬁfﬁﬁé’& . What do

1 » " you think yourself about the matter ? @
My, Pennell.—1 will sayflotlling,abmt_ma_lwwlBukmqbudy—, e
T ‘ . suppose, will admit that I have been unjustly treated. Sk

. Editor.—~Why were you suspended ? el _
: Mr. Pennell—Why, no specific offence has been laid to my charge. But,
| I fancy, this has been done with a view to save Reily. :

Editor—Mr. Pennell, if you had written your judgment with a little
more coolness you might have benefited us still more, ,

Mr. Pennell.—Babu, I did not easily lose my temper. You will be sur-

- prised to hearof-the repeated oppressions to which I have been subjected.

Editor.—Do you think that yon will be dismissed from the Civil Service ?

! Mr. Pennell.—1 don’t know exactly yet. But I am afraid that the
Lieutenant-Governor will not venture to keep me any longer in the Civil
;i Service. B

Editor.—What is Lord Curzon’s opinion about you ?

My, Pennell—Lord Curzon will certainly try to uphold the prestige of his
executive service. :

Editor.—~Do you think that the members of the executive service are up

. in arms against you solely from a desire to carry their point-? - -
g — M7 Pennell.—Yes, that is one of the| motives. But do you think that it
would be éxpedient to state the other motives ?
" Here Mr. Pennell asked us to take tea. When tea came, we resumed our
| interrogation and said :—You have declared that you will practise as a Barrister,
' if you lose service. Where will you practise ?
' My, Pennel.—Will not Bengal be able to maintain me?

Lditor.—Bengal qwes you a debt, which she will never be able to repay
with money. o) '

My, Pennell.—1I really cannot find words to express the delight, which your
words give me. But why do you Braise me 80 much? . I have done nothing
beyond doing my duty.

Editor.—Even this is a thing that our officials seldom do. Your fearlesy
judgment will introduce a new era in judicial administration in Bengal.

Mr. Pennell.—Babu, I will always do my duty while life lasts.

Editor —We pray to God that you may always feel thus.

- Mr. Ponnell—That is what [ too pray for,
~  Editor.—Mr. Pennell, yon must give us a photograph of yours.
Mr. Pennell.—1 regret 1 have none by me. Let the case be over and then

ao with me as you like. What will Government think if you now publish a
photograph of me?

I now bade him good-bye. Mr. Pennell preséntcd.m’e with a fine card and
asked me to see him anothex day at my leisure

. T — e ———

W
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: ! ‘taishi [Comilla’] of the 12th Mar'i&ﬁ"“ﬁys that ove} ;7
i - Traptf_r'a me;.;& al.:bo(:rlflal:;he'!:onstmctioh of a Victoria Hall, money &'fx‘::.

 commemoration proposal. g ould be collected for commemorating the l(lilte Mo, 158, %
the establishment of a free-boarding school in every district under
gl:p;:ﬁeb{f tﬁs BVici;oria Boarding School. This will perpetuate her sacred
memory among the mass of people in this country. Considering the popula-
tion of -the country, the money devoted to its education is very small.

.  Uriva PAPERs.,
‘ \alpur Hitaishini [Bamra] of the 27th February is strongly
LS B R i of o inioE1 that the Viceroy should revise the orger ‘Himaamn,
The Court langusge in Sam- f f,Ee late Chief Commissioner “of the Central  Fev. 27tb, 1901.
balpur. Provinces and make Uriya the Court language of
the people of Sambalpur and its 'Feudatory States. The writer states that if

administrative difficulties arise in:the matter, Sambalpur with its Feudatory
States may be transferred to Orissa Proper, of which it was a part and parcel

in former days. Yo
" 022. Th}; Samvadvahika [Balasore) of the 28th February states that other  g,uviovanixa,

Provincial Governments should follow the examplé  reb.2stn 1000 .

Balo of ganja to children . . of-Bombay -in ~strictly “prohibiting the sale of

b ot

ganja to children, as such prohibition may produce much good in the end.

53. The same paper regrets that owing to the influx of a large number  gucvapvamms

W —of pilgrims, bound for Puri, passengers in the
Excessive pilgrim traffic on the yqrjous stations of the Calcutta-Puri line find it
et Bags ‘ extremely inconvenient to pursue their journey,
Many after purchasing tickets are compelled fo stay i.n the station. or hours
together for want of accommodation in the passing train. The writer hopes
that the-Company will rise equal to the occasion and make special arrange-
ments for the gene’ﬁt of all classes of passengers on the present occasion,
. 54. The same paper is glad to find that the Government of 1ndia has  Saxvabvama,
asked the Military Department to purchase articles
: Government's encouragement of  of ]oca]l manufacture for its use, whenever such
ndian manufacture. 3 3
articles are found to be good and cheap. The
writer observes that this is a move in the right direction, as it will give
encouragement and life to many a dying industry in India. g
65. The Utkaldipika [Cuttack] of the 2nd March is sorry to learn that U¥RALDINME,,
Mr. Harris, the Officiating Commissioner of the  Mar. 24, 1901,
Orissa Division, js leaving the Division on transfer,
as he had endeared himself to all classes of the people by his justice, mercy,
discretion.and- polite- manners- - The—writer“states thiat he had made himself
an- object of esteem within the short period of one year, which is rarely the
case with many English officers. : : ,
56. Referring to an u?tiﬁlely ﬁoog in the river Mahanadi in this season  yeguromixa,

: : . of the year, the same paper states that the people
Untimely flood in the Mahanadi.  o¢ ¢} }E)utt’ack districr; ook upon this as orgglgus
and believe it to be a harbinger of fufure evils, ' '

57, The same paper complains that the District Magistrate of Cuttack
~ has compelled the establishment to do census work

ah‘;’)ﬁr;lsory Census work during during the Dol Jatra holidays, and states that this
might have been easily avoided without any pre-

Mr. Harris,

UTEALDIPIKA.

judice to the census work. ;
58. The same paper re}]!ing on the information given by its correspondent  ysxswowma,
Sottlemént mistakes resulting i Hanh?" aioet pOiqts Ou't ks i est’ate ':De'Vi. A
e oty Il))ragad, tauzi No. 234—1 in Fargaua Kurlo, in district
' _ Puri, bears a sadar jama of Rs, 293-12 whereas the
khatian supplied to the zamindar bears a mufassal jama of Rs. 239. Thus the
zamindar had to pay a loss of Rs. 54-12 every year and not withstanding his
- representations nobody could give him any relief. ‘I'he estatethen raninto arrears
and was put up for sale. It did not,feteh even one rupee in the public sale.

R

The Collector of Puri was, therefore, compelled to take other proceedifigs to

realise the land revenue that had run into. arrears, 'The writer observes that B e SR e

S =

|
|
|

5 i

though the zamindar executed. a-kabuliyat-to-pay-the-wbove-sadds jama, he
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Mar, 2nd, 1901.
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never thought that the Settlement Officers had committed such a palpable
mistake. There may be other instances of hardship like the one that has comg

“to the public notice. Considering the fact that the petty zamindars of Orisga

are poor and ignorant, it is proper that the Commissioner and the Board of
Revenue should look to this and authorise the Collector to correct mistakes of
the Settlement Department and give other reliefs to the zamindars of which
they may stand in need. A representation to this effeot was submitted to Hig
Honour at Balasore by the Balasore National Society during the last £old
weather and it is a matter of regret, observes the writer, that no pmp;ep{ftice

was taken of the matter. : :
59. The same paper is astonished that the Government of Australia are

; | - going to exclude the Indians from that island and
Exclugion of Indians from impose duties  on Indian goods by legislati
Australia. 5 Y_ g1 on,

whereas Australians are free to settle in India and
export Australian goods to that country free of duty. The writer hopes that
Lord Curzon will take serious notice of the iniquity of the arrangewment.

-

NarRAYAN CHANDRA BHATTACHARYYA,
0fg. Bengali Translator.

Benoaul TransLaTor’s OFFICE,

' ¥

T. A & L, H=Rog. No. 78030—77—20.8.1001, - -

1 : _ ' ks
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I.—ForeieNy PoriTics,

859. The Indian Mirror says that, for the first time in the history of the
L AT S British Indian Empire, the people of India have
i ~ something like a personal reign. hat India holds
a high place in His Majesty’s estimation has been
evinced by the fact that she will be represented at the Imperial ceremony in
Australasia, when His Royal Highness the Duke of York opens- the .first
parliament of Federated Australasia. But the Indians consider this to be a
purely sentimental sufferance in the Imperial scheme, and crave for something
more which would make them feel that the enjoy their share of the Empire’s
heritage. In the consolidation of the Empire, India should have a more
genuine and juster apportionment. ;
860. The same paper sa%s thsi\é, t;cct()lrd}ng to the 7Times’ Pekin corre-
O spondent, England, Japan, Germany, Austria, Ital
The trouble in China. and the United States phave protesy;’ed agail;st th);
Manchurian Convention, but it-is expected that China will yield to Russia.

»

INDLAN MIRROR,
8th March 1901

INDIAN MIRROR,
8th March 1901,

This will create some serious misunderstanding between Russia and the other ~

Powers. The Americans are quite tired of the business and are about to leave
Pokin. Japan has notified to Chint*that she will want an equivalent if Russia
is granted territorial and commercial advantages. : '
861, Power and \Guardian views theth gituation in South Africa as
deplorable for the Boers, and recommends the

e Bt ar, speedy conclusion of the war,
862. The settling of Boer prisoners in Kulu has occasioned the natives of
; 1 that town great consternation, but Power and Guar-
Hoot pRART terTc dian fails to discover the least cause -for fear, and

POWER AND GUAR-
DIAN,

10th March 1901,

POWER AND GUAR-
DIAN,

10th March 1901,

remarks that, on the settlement of affairs in South Africa, the imprisoned Boers

will be liberated and subjected to British rule.
863. The Indian Mt'rro§ 'na.yls %at t%xe Ka(ilser;:l fri;andsllxlip for the English

i oyal Family and the Britis ople does not
,E,f:fi,"f_“ sitkide tomieds’ G see{n to ﬁndyfavour with the pé)ell')ma'ns. The
* feeling on the subject ran so high that Count Von

Buelow had to explain.that the friendship was purelgr human and non-political.
The Germans evidently do not love the English, whatever the predilections of

their Emperor may be.

864, The Bengalee refers to the war fever that is raging in different parts -

" of the world—in South Africa, Somaliland, and
Tha was futety China, and to the precious lives that are being wasted

INDIAN MIRROR,
10th March 1901,

BENGALEBE,
18th March 1901,

to the detriment of universal progress. The sooner therefore peace reigns

everywhere, the better for human progress.
865. 'The Indian Mirror hears that as in India the Malays, or' Muham-

’ madans of Cape Town, have resisted the plague
Tho plagae in Oapo Towo: regulations pll')escribed by the South A}}rigan
authorities, desiring merely to be left alone. The Mirror fears that the plague
in South Africa will prove even a greater curse than the war.
866. The same paper sees signs of the hopelessness of the Boer cause and
The Boer war. the end of the war near in sight.

II.—HoME ADMINISTRATION.

(a)—Police.

867. A correspondent writes to the Amrila Bazar Palrika to report a

Lewl Birdue Bl daring dacoity that was committed on the 27th

awlessness at Budge-Dudge. February, by some 30 ruffians, who cme“y beat

the inmates of a house and decamped with money and valuables amounting to

Rs. 2,000. There 7are” thousands of up country coolies employed in the local
mills, and these acts of lawlessness are generally ascribed to them.

868. The Bengale learns that there is a band of budmashes at Burra, Bazar,

I R who make it their business to kidnap girls for

: urposes of prostitiution, In making inquiries into

the loss of a little girl the other day, the police discovered another girl,
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who had been kidnapped on the 23rd January last, Two persons are n
awaiting trial for kidnapping. With this girl there wer disgovered tgvt
other Marwari girls who had been kidnapped. Why have not the case been
taken up ? The budmashes should. be hunted down and punished,

869. A correspondent writes to the Amrita Bazar Patrika that the case in
which a postman charged some Kabulis with the
robbery of a mail bag has been greatly exaggerateq
by the Bengalee, No local excitement hag heep
created over the case, and the decision of the trying Magistrate in dismissing

the case is considered satisfactory,

“ 870. The Indian Miryor remarks that crime of one kind op another in
Burra Bazar, Calcutta, appears like itg filth, to be
. ineradicable. It has been discovered by the
merest accident that women and girls are being spirited away, both for the greed
of their ornaments and for the purpose of prostitution, It ig hoped that the
clue obtained by the Calcutp Police will be diligently followed up.

The alleged mail bag robbery at
Bhadreswar, Hooghly.

Crime in Burra Bazar, Calcutta,

1.‘,._ (b)__ ]/Vo;-]cz'nq of the Courts.
871. A corres ondent from Sambalpur (Central Provinces) writes to the
p 4

g Bengalee complaining of the abolition, singe 1896,
Uriyg as the Court language. of Uriya as the Court language of Sambalpur, much
to the inconvenience of the people, and prays for its re-introduction,
872. The Amrita Bazar Patrila says that Mr, Pearson’s judgment in the
case Empress versus Mohendra Nath Mukerji is an
Mr. Pearson’s judgment in a g1 one, and the accused has been acquitted by
case. . 1 -/
him. The case created a good deal of sensation,
owing to the main issue being whether Babu Mohendranath Mukerji, Sub-
divisional Officer of Basirhat, or the accused had been guilty of falsehood.

873.  The Amrita Bazar Patrika publishes a letter addressed to the
Advocate  of Lucknow by a retired Deputy
r?::s'e’f‘:: o Jmth wpn 18 Qilootar fniie the Etah case, in which 16 out qf
¥ > the 17 accused have been sentenced to death, and
the sentence has been confirmed by the Allahabad High Court. The Patrita
says that if the crime was diabolical, the provocation was not less 80, and the
extreme gentence in such cases is out of all proportion to the offence, It
suggests that a petition for mercy be submitted to the Lieutenant-Governor,
North-Western Provinces, .

A f'(d)—Educah'on.

874. The Indian Mirsor says that the Viceroy is seriously devoting

Tho Viceroy and Tochnicas 1MSlf to the consideration of the question of

Mncatin TR technical education. Mr, Alfred Chatterton of

the Madras Engineering College has, at His

Excellency’s invitation, come to Caloutta to discuss the matter with him, and

Sir Edward Buck has been Placed on special duty to visit different parts of

India in connection with technical education,

The Bengalee hopes that His Excellenc will place the: matter on a

satisfactory footing before the termination of gis Viceroyalty.

875. The same paper complains that the paper on English Grammar
and  Composition at the Entrance examination
was a little too stiff for the candidates, but it is
glad to learn that instructions have been issued 4o make 4 liberal allotment of
marks in this paper.
876. The Behar News complains of the roximity of brothels to the
Tejnarain College, Ehugalpur, which is found to
be injurious to the morals of the - students, and
appeals to the leading men on the College Committee to form a deputation and
approach the Magistrate and Commissioner with a view to removing the
nuisance,

The Entrance examination,

The Tejnarain College.
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877. The Bikar Herald points to seven reasons why Educationalinstitutions
in India are a failure, The remedy lies in altering

Educational institutions

ilure. 3 :
iy of a practical and technical character so as to

develop India’s resources, industries and commerce. A commercial institution,
like Dr, Hawthorne’s at Lanowlee in Bombay, is what is needed in this
province. : :

878. A writer in the Bekar News gives instances of two poor orphans, who
passed the Upper Primary examination from the
. Barahpura Upper Primary School, and got each a
scholarship, ‘Butasthere is no midgle vernacular school with Urdu text-books in
the town, they could not prosecute their studies further and did not enjoy the
benefit of the scholarship, ﬁ is incumbent therefore, upon the authorities to raise
one of the upper primary schools at Barahpura, Mujahidpur, in Bhagalpur to
the status of a middle vernacular school for the study of Urdu.

A grievance.

(¢)—Local S:lf-Government and Municipal Administration.

879. With regard to the announcement that the points of dispute relating
to the ;Suburban Drainage Contracts have been
referred to the arbitration of Mr. Buckley, and that
the issues have been framed by the Engineer of the Corporation, the Bengale
welcomes the arbitration of Mr. Buckley, but takes objection to the issues being
framed by the Engineer and not by the Vice-Chairman. It says that if the
Corggratlon is really anxious for a fair and impartial arbitration, it should ask
_ the Vice-Chairman to frame the issues and depute him to explain to the Arbi-

trator all the facts in connection with the case; otherwise the arbitration will
fail to give public satisfaction.

880, It invites aftention to a memorial addressed by the inhabit-
ants of Agarpara to His Honour the Lieutenant-
Governor complaining of the nuisance caused
by the trenching-ground, and prays that His Honour will order an investigation
into the matter.

881. The same journal discloses certain facts in connection with: the Subur-

ban drainage works, illustrative of the wayin which
. the Municipal executive do their work. Mr,

Baldwin Latham suggested to the Engineer of the
Corporation that the construction of the drainage should start from the end
and proceed upwards, and the Commissioners entrusted the Engineer with the
proper execution of the work. The advice of Mr. Baldwin Latham was
disregarded, and the work was begun from the top. . It cost the municipality
six lakhs of rupees and was finished two years ago, and will remain useless
for some years till the middle-sewerage system and the outfall works are com-
pleted. The Bengalce says that while ¢ the rates are being realised by recourse
to all those coercive measures which the law has placed so freely at the disposal
of the executive, the framers of the law should see that the rate-pa’yers’ money
is not wasted upon works which bring them no return of any kind.”

882. Power and Guardian refers to the recent action of the Warrant
Department of the Calcutta Municipality in realis-
ing arrear rates and taxes as nothing short of
, what dacoits adopt in their nefarious task. ‘
883. AnL. M. 8. writes to the Bengalee complaining of the dust in

J Calcutta, and the inadequate steps taken by the
e Municipality to allay it. He mentions that dust

Municipal contracts.

Trenching-ground nuisance.

The Calcutia Municipality and
the drainage works.

The Warrant Department, Cal-
cutta Municipality.

conveys all sorts of germs.

884. A correspondent wriles in the Indian Mirror of Mr. Turner’s refer-:

e D sE ences to  poor blacks not being pampered at the
) : expense of the poor whites ” at the Municipal Bud-
get debate, as follows:— ’ )
This gentleman wént on'‘swimingly in this happy strain without being
pulled up for such an indecorous expression as he usec£ We do not wonder at

¥ 5

“
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offee-house manners, of which the foreigners now and again make an
;l;%i‘i)ition to the disgust of the Indians. Mr. Chamberlain is the' father of this
gigantic Imperialism ; he is the Jeau ideal of a gentleman, a statesman and g
politician, and the British people are tied on to his colossal garter; and,we are
not surprised 4t Mr. Turner and his compatriots being indecent and vulgar, -
Poor souls, they cannot help themselves,” - _

(f )—Questions affecting the land.

D00 FATRIOT, 885. The Hindoo Patriot discusses the question whether a landholder
il in bl . , 4 should for ever enjoy the fruits of improvement on
pAdministrative  Ethics=Land 17 "o tate, or whether the State should clajm an
enhancement of revenue eventually on account of
< the increased value of the land. It gives the arguments that are put forward in
support of both side§, and says that the point for consideration is that the
interests of the State and of the proprietors of land are closely bound up
together, and that if pledges were given in perpetuity to the land-owning classes :
their rights would not be interfered with, capital would be largely employ-
ed in improving land, and the hardships that are now experienced by increased

assessment would disappear. &

(9)—Raslways and Communications, including Canals and Irrigation.

MosLEM CHRONICLE, 886. The Moslem Chronicle publishes a complaint against the conduct of
9ih March 1901, x the Railway authorities of Dhanmandal station on
reatment of Indian passengers  ¢he Fast Coast Railway. On the night of the 10th
on o TengErTHEPIT THOAT: February the passenger train for Calcutta got
derailed at Dhabmandal station and Fassengers were transferred to another
train. Among them were a respectable Muhammadan and a Hindu zamindar
with his wife, holding second-class tickets, but they were not allowed to get
into their proper compariments, but had to travel third-class all the way. They
represented the matter at the Howrah station, but no notice was taken of

their complaint, nor was any refund allowed.
HIrpoo PATRIOR, 887. With regard to the question of the rapid transit of mails between
ik ps Sl o Calcutta and Bombay, the Hindco Patriot considers
Acoeleration of mails between that the Chambers of Commerce of Bombay and

Aol Calcutta would do well to take combined action in
the matter,
(h)— General. .
. AMRITA Batan 888. The Amrita Bazar Pairika eulogises the services rendered by
Acisyeun Al S BT Nawab Amir NaWab Amir Husain as Presidency Magistrate, and
" Husain and the appointment of approves of the appointment of Mr. Abdul Rahim
Mr. Rehim. in his place. It says that Government would have

carried the whole country with it if it had appointed Mr. Rahim to the Deputy
Legal Remembrancership and had extended tBe Nawab’s service or selected a

Deputy Magistrate for the place. P

BENALEE, 889. The Bengalee enquires into the charge made by Mr. Hill against
8th March 1901, ™ L bl o Mr, Pennell of having indu(llged in indeczncy of
Tho enlargoment on bail of Mr. ]anguage in his judgment, and comes to the con-

S A e c]usiongthat Mr! Pge;nnell was right ‘in what he

did, It thus sums up the article: ¢ Having regard to the importance

of the issues raised, it would have been far more satisfactory if the High

Court had gone more into detail in their order admitting Mr. Reily to bail. It

would, as we have said before, have settled the law on this point, and would

have established a valuable precedent for the guidance in future of both Bench

and Bar in matters of bail. ~ The order of the High Court, so far as it has

gone, has left the law where it was before, so that it is practically useless as

a guide for the future, and the only purpose that it has served Zas been to
give birth to a host of doubts and vague surmises which are productive of more.

aumma Basag  DATT than good.” ¢

PAThIKA, 890. The Amrila Lazur Patrika gives an extract from Mr. Pennell’s
8th March 1901, o b judgment and, while commenting upon it, says
R that in punishing Mr. Pennell, Government has

undermined the value of ¢ prestige,” and that there has been some display of

2o
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temper on the Fart of both the Government and. the High Court, inasmuch
as the matter of his suspension was decided and published in haste without
Mr, Pennell being given an opportunity to ex%lain his conduct. It says that
“ Mr. Pennell has sacrificed himself to prove that it is Police rule that obtains

here. And though he has got his punishment and may get more, yet he has, -

in one sense, gained his point.”

891, The Hindoo Patriot discusses the Noakhali case and Mr. Pennell’s
suspension. It says that the interest of the public
The case of Mr. Pennell. is not in.the main plot, but in the episodes which
" it involves and in which the highest officials  are
concerned. Mr. Pennell is at the present momeut the most popular Euro-
pean officer in the province, and is looked upon as a martyr. The order
of his suspension was passed without any proper enquiry being made
and has intensified his popularity. The action of the Executive is
liable to be misconstrued in this connection. The Hindoo Patriot wishes
Mr. Pennell all success in his dangerous undertaking. ¢ He has to fight
against giants, and a giant’s strength is “necessary to' overcome a giant.”
he suspension of Mr. Pennell, it says, removes the obligation on him
to.show cause why the committal of Mr. Reily should not be set aside or
investigated by some other Judge. When the case is called on and ‘no cause
will be shown, the High Couwt will have therefore to make the rule absolute
and discharge Mr. Reily.

892. The Amrita Bazar Patrika gives instances in which fault was found

Ihid with the conduet of some Civilians, but none of

1 them were ever suspended, Mr, Pennell had this

sense of security in his mind and trusted to the protection of the English
people against the displeasure of his immediate superiors. In his case all

+ formelities in the shape of an enquiry by commission were dispensed with, —

and Government displayed a scandalous haste in his suspension. While
condemning strongly the disrespectful and rancorous utterances. that have
found place in his judgment, the Amrita Bazar Patrika attributes these to
mental aberation, the result of ill-treatment.

893. The Reis awd Rayyet refers to Mr. Pennell’s suspension under the

;TR head of the ‘“Noakhali Blast.” It finds Mr.
oy 8 : Pennell’'s ~ judgment a merciless, rude and
- uncompromising criticism of the administration, in which the Judge has shown
tem;f);r and used unparliamentary language. It learus thatall the Judges of
the High Court were not agreed as to the punishment inflicted on Mr. Pennell,
and it farther condemns the haste and temper shown in meting out that punish-
ment. “Mr, Pennell’s judgment makes Eim a hero. His suspension makes
him greater.” et

* The blast blown by Mr. Pennell is, indeed, terrible! It uproots many
things, causing much damage and to many. It destroys or disfigures all that
it meets, and 1ts direction is long. Lord Curzon is not above its flight. Sir
John Woodburn has the greatest pressure. Mr, Justice Rampini is thrown into
a mire. Justices Prinsep and Stevens suffer for their sons in the Bengal
Police, which, by its conduct, occasioned the outburst.

HiNDoO PATRIOT,
*8th March 1901,

AMRITA BAZAR
PATRIKA,

9th March 1801,

REI8 AND RAYYET,
9th March 1001,

It is, as we say in Bengali, the bite of death, Whether or not the bite is

of false teeth, will appear by and bye.”

894, In the first of a'series of articles on Mr. Pennell’s suspension, the

s Bengalee holds that on the alleged facts of the case,

i & o or atall events on so much of them as are at

present before the public, a case for immediate suspension has not been made

out against Mr. Pennell.

roceeding to enquire into the legal aspect of the case, the Bengalee

finds that in sending for the records before the allotted time the Chief Justice

was not warranted by law, and ‘“it must be held that Mr. Pennell’s refusal

to comply with an illegal order cannot be construed into ¢ gross misconduct

and insubordination,’ for it is an’established principle of law that no man is
bound to obey an order which he knows to be illegal.”

Then, as to the application of section 26 of the Criminal Procedure Code,

-under which Mr. Pennell was suspended, it is urged that it was necessary

y ¢ 3
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first to find Mr. Pennell guilt of judicial misconduct or misconduct in his
capacity of Sessions Judge,” and what he did, does not amount to the offence
covered by that section, b ' : ;

As to the operation of section 31 of the Bengal Civil Courts A ot, the
second section under which Mr. Pennell was punished—the same paper finds
that it is clear that the misconduct to which that section refers also relates to
misconduct in the capacity of a judicial officer, Therefore this section no
more applies than the other, ' ;

In its last article on the l:i)ljeot the Bengalee holds it is clear that if the
High Court advised the Local Government to suspend Mr. Pennell under
section’ 31 of the Bengal Civil Courts’ Act and ‘under section 26 of the Code
of Criminal Procedure, it was incumbent on the High Court to hold a judicial
inquiry into Mr. Pennell’s case; for the advice of the High Court to the
Local Govermment, in order to be legal, was bound to be based on a judicial
inquiry. We must confess, therefore, that we cannot help thinking that the
meeting of the Judges in camera and the recommendation to Government - for
the suspension of Mr. Penuell, which was the result of that -meeting, were
ultra vires. . : : :

Then as to the condemnation of Mr, Pennell before his defence was taken,
the writer observes:— s

‘The new departure, therefore, made by the High Court in Mr. Pennell's
case, of condemning him unheard, has come as g inful surprise to the
public. It cannot be said that the exigencies of the occasion demanded
prompt action on the part of the High Court, and as time was of the utmost
consequence in this case, that Court was justified, in view of the urgency of
the case, in departing from its ordinary practice,”

895, Power and Guardian devotes considemble;"ﬂ,ppqe to the Noakhali

. Pesall case and the suspension of Mp, Pennell. It con-

b T siders the latter a truly wonderful man, for whose

merits as a British Judge and gentleman it bas the highest esteem, It would
like to see the judiment_which is a fearless and impartial criticism of the
administrative machinery, which has been condemned by Congress leaders,

printed and circulated broadeast over the land.

896. The Indian Nation has a number of articles on Mr. Pennell’s

s suspension, in which it questions the justice of the

#id step taken by the Government. It further asks

how long the suspension is to continue and what enquiries are pending in the
case, and if there are none, what is to determine the suspension ?

897. The Amrita Buazar "Patrika says that, if some harshness has been
M Pl b S shown towards Mr, Pennell, the Government has
ibany Seiibor R, Lo made it up by its kindness to Mr

gmied by his wife called upon Mr, Pennell to intercede on his behalf. The

overnment Pleader tried to move the Judge, at the instance of the Magis-
trate. The Chief Justice himself sent g telegram requesting Mr. Pennell to
carefully consider the matter. Mr. Justice Amir Ali issued a rule, though
the record was not before him, and adopted the unusual procedure of sending
a telegram in his name for the release of Mr, Reily on btur

808. The Noakhali Bar Association at a meeting held on 9th March
recorded the sense of their profound sorrow at the
suspension of their illustrious and’ upright Judge,
Mr. A. P. Pennell. The Government Pleader did not join in the meeting.

899. The Mymensingh correspondent of the Amrita Bazar Patrika writes
that the public of that town, where Mr. Penrell
is known and liked so well, is anxious to know
why the Government have chosen to gazette Mr, Pennell’s suspension when
they have not given the same prominence to Mr. Reily’s, '

900. In the course of an article on English love of fair play contributing
towards maintaining England’s greatness, the
) Amrila  Bazar Patrika refers to the case of Mr.
Pennell who is not the outcast he is thought to be. He is daily receiving large

M r.' Pennell’s suspension.

1bid.

Ibid.

P

~J
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numbers of letters and telegrams of sympathy from his own ooun en all
over India, The Patrika concludes asyf!:mmx_ trymen sl

“By the way, is the suspension of Mr. Pennell legal or illegal? We venture

to hope that Lord Curzon will be pleased to take the opinion of the Advocate-
General and take action accordingly.  Reading the section, it seems to us that
he has been illegally suspended.” e ,
901, The JIndian Empire does not- for a moment believe all the charges

Mr. Pennell which Mr, Pennell has brought against the Govern-
g ment and the Judges, but nevertheless it does not
‘“approve of any hasty and injudicious act on the part of the Judges or
the Government to punish Mr., Pennell. Whatever might be his offence,
Mr. Pennell has a right to. be heard, and to condemn unheard an official in
Mr. Pennell's position—as not even an explanation was called for from
Mr. Penuell before his suspension—is surely not fair, and the Judges will have
to thank themselves if they fail to rise in public estimation after a procedure

- of the kind.
- “Let the attitude of the Government be consistent on this occasion with its -

usual dignii;{, and let it remember that its honoured head is in the position of
somewhat like an accused person before the tribunal of public opinion, Let it
at first clear its character and let it establish that our good Lieutenant-Governor
had never harboured the unholy thought of interfering with Mr, Pennell in his
judicial independence, and that the latter had simply laboured under a delusion.
Then and then will be the time to complain, then and then will be the time to
consider about the punishent of Mr, Pennell. '

‘It will be a misfortune to the eorunt? and to the Government as well, if
the accusations of Mr. Pennell are overluoked, because they are garbed in
strong language. Surely that could only be a pretext to burke an enquiry.
'l‘lhe issue involved is so important that the High Court cannot pass it over in
silence. ;

“The language used is no doubt in many- places highly improper, and we
for one cannot condemn it too strengly, but let that not be an excuse for over-
looking it.”

902. The Indian Mirror criticises Mr. Pennell’s judgment and holds that,

; whatever opinion may be passed upon it, this much

Ibid. b - .
is certain that Mr. Pennell was courting a fall for
himself, while he was all along fired with the awbition, with every risk to
himself personally, to- purge 'the administration of abuses in all its depart-
ments. However opinion might be divided as to Mr. Pennell’s discre-
tion in the methods adopted by him to achieve his purpose, Indians uat least
are agreed in thinking that he is a hero and a martyr. Of course, there
will not be a few %uropeans, chiefly officials, who will say that Mr.
Pennell has been playing to the gallery. But the action of the High Court
has made him a ntilr greater hero and martyr in the popular imagination. The

Mirror would have wished that the High Court had been less hasty.
903, In its next issue it characterizes Mr. Pennell’s suspension as a piece
T of “almost unprecedented official high-handed-
o ness,” and “grossly illegal.” The suspended
Judge’s reason for desiring to make over the records of the case pgrsonally
to the High Court was ‘‘no more blameable than his anxiety wasnatural.”
Under the orders of the Divisional Court the records were not returnable till
the 9th. Mr. Pennell, however, called on the Chief ‘Justice with them on the

3rd, but was not granted an interview. :

“The conduct of the Chief Justice in this particular instance might have
been quite consistent with hisidea of the dignity of his position, of which he
is such a stout champion, but we cannot help thinking that it is hardly likely to
commend itself to the approval of the majority of men.”

Overriding the order of the Divisional ‘Bench the Chief Justice, who had
no jurisdiction overit, and without vesting himself with such jurisdiction,
ordered Messrs, Chapman and Sheepshanks to get the records from Mr. Pennell.
That being so, “ we have absolutely no hesitation in saying, that what the Chief
Justice did was uléra vires, and that it was not Mr. Pennell, but the Chief Justice

- 'who was in the wrong. We are, therefore, strongly of opinion that Mr. Pennell,

having personally handed over the record to the Registrar on the 5th instant,

\
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Hindu. The Hindu candidate was appointed, ,in.'spite of the recommendation
of the District Registrar in favour of the Musalman candidate. This is most

unfair, inasmuch as Chittagong is 8 Muhammadan district, and the Muhammadan

candidate was the senior and most competent of the three., It prays that
Government will reconsider the case. i \

913.. The Bengalee appeals to the Chief Justice*to take into consideration

the claims of the Hon’ble Mr. B, L. Gupta to fill

ief ice. ¢ :
An appeal to the Chief Justice up the temporary vacancy which will be created .

when Mr. Justice Stevens goes on leave. 'I'he Hon'ble Mr, Grupta is the most
senior among the District Judges and his fitness is unquestioned.
914. The Amrita Bazar Patrika says that the Secretary of State for India,
.. who is paid by the Indians, and is morally respon-
Magohotip and the Indian gibhle to them for his actions, basto pay court to
e the British manufacturers, and the Indian authori-
ties are compelled, against their will, to help-in the destruction of indigenous
manufactures of the country. The importation of Indian goods to England
and of machineries to India have-been prohibited or prevented, and duties upon
cotton industry, which fetched a handsome revenue, have been removed. 'Fhe
introduction of the Permanent Settlement of land everywhere, which the Gov-
ernment had contemplated, and which” would have prevented the recurrence
of famines, was given up becduse the interest of Manchester would have
suffered.
915. The Hindoo Patriot hopes that the memorisl of thé Uriya-speaking
. _ fopulation of Sambalpur, in the Centra{ Provinces,
juputed, Teiye, g5, b official f.r the. restoration of that language as the official
o« vk e vernacular of the district, will receive due attention

from the Goverﬁment of India. .' .
916. The Amrita Bazar Patrika writes to sag that the judgment of Mr.

+

~ . ' ; Hamilton, Joint-Magistrate of Chittagong, a copy
¢ r. Hamilton, Joint-Magistrate  of which it pubMshed,in which the Joint-Magis-
: i : trate is allefed to have called a certain pleader
a “stupid,” &c. (paragraph 692), was a forgery, and the whole affair was got
up apparently by some eremy of the pleader to ridicule him.
917. '1‘¥1e Beéngalee expresses the surprise and pain of the whole country that
N ; ) -such distinguished officers like Pabus xEabin
Frovinail Bxemure. G8vion. . - ClRRdva Nutr, Atul Chandra Chatterji and Maulvi
Abdul Kader should have been left out in the cold by the present Government
of Bengal, while others, who are unknown to fame, {ave been pitchforked into

higher appointments.-

918. The Bankipore corresé)ondent of the Amrita Bazar Patrikareports that

Sl Tt L the Civil and Garrison Police raided the premises
s s it g of a liquor shop in Dinapur late one night and
found some soldiers drinking there. This case proves conclusively the correct-

ness of the complaint which gave the Munster Fusiliers such a bad name, that-
there has been for a long time an illicit sale of li%;o_r to soldiers, and the hope is

expressed that the license of the lessee of the Dinapur outstill, who is .guilty
of this breach of Excise rules, should be cancelled. ¥
919, The 4Amrita Buzar Patrika, in the course of an article on the Noa-
St abuds khali case, understands that Lord Curzon intends
to effect the re-organisation of the police. If he
can do it, not in a slipshod, but*in a really effective manner, that will be a
boon indeed. The question is mainly one of money. The police is bound to
be the protector ot the people, if it is manned by respectable and educated
classes; but the latter, as a rule, cannot enter the (f;partment in large numbers,
because the pay is so small. The other obstacle in the way of. police reform
is that Gtovernment has to provide for the sons of high officials who are quite

>

unfit for any other work. -
920. A correspondent writes to the same journal that the semblance

- o 8 PR of local self-government in Jangipur has been
Munhigag " ® CeEPY g0t rid of at last. The Deputy Magistrate is

- - now its Chairman, backed by -the Inspector of
Police,,who is on the Committes. An old and in}lgp}epdppt Honorary Magis-
trate has been forced to resign the Bench, while(the local dispensary, which

Y T — o r—
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has hitherto been under an Assistaﬁt‘ Burgeon, will now be placed in charge of
a Civil Hospital Assistant. . &

III.—LEGISLATION.

'921.  The Indian Mirror appréves of the suggestion of the Hindoo Patriot
that both Babu Surendranath Banerji -and the
Maharaja of Darbhanga, between whom there s g
tie, rhould be nominated, as there are two vacancies. But in the event of this
roving to be inadvisable, the Indian Mirror supports the candidature of Babu
gurendmnath, as he is the nominee of the representatives of educated public
opiniori in Bengal, and all his votes come from the elected members of the
Counril,

922. The Hindoo Patriot gives a detailed account of the debate in the
Tha Labous Eili Viceregal Legislative Council on the Assam
B e Labour Bill. Referring to the Chief Commis-
sioner’s speech, it says that the Chief Commissioner of Assam is not a stranger
to Calcutta, and his address did justice throughout to his well known sympathy
for the people, and his eloquent exposition of the hard lot of the Indian coolie

was deeply stirring. Y S : .
923. The Bengales regrets that Bengal and Bombay should be unrepre-
e sented in the Viceregal Council on the question of

' the Assam Labour Bill.

924. The same paper says that the attitude of Government with respect to
, the two Bills teaches an impressive lesson, The
Ca’fo‘mt':‘ﬁ';‘m.{;;ﬁ“iigf“ andthe Municipal Bill was passed into law in spite of the
: strenuous opposition of the Indian community, and

The Imperial Council election.

- not the slightest concession was made to their unanimous prayer. But when

'~ the planters objected to the raising of the wages of coolies, Government

POWER AND GUAR-
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Hixpoo ParTrror,
11th March 1901,

hurriedly modified the Assam Emigration Bill and deferred justice being done

to them for three years
925. Power and Guardian honestly believes that the tea industry has
Phé Assai Tabibiae Bl reached a crisis, and the proposed enhancement in
\ the wage scale would have ruined it altogether-
The compromise proposed is acceptable to the general public, and’ the respite
granted to the planting community will, the Guardian trusts, contribute to the

prosperity of the industry.
926. Commenting on the passing of the Assam Labour Bill and the
Ihid debate in the Council, the Indian Mirror says:—

; “We ae ulterly surprised at the weakness
exhibited by Government, and we canhot hide fzom overselves the conviction

‘that in order to propitiate Anglo-Indian susceptibilities, Gtovernment will go

even so far as to damage its ‘“prestige,” as to discard one of its most trusted

and capable servants. The thing was evidently pre-arranged.”
927. The Hengalee characterises the decision: arrived at by Government
i in connection with the question of the coolie wage

. - : ) il
in the Assam plantations as a ‘“stultifying” one.
While admitting the justness of the demand for the incresse of wages, the
Viceray had no hesitation in accepting the proposal to defer the increment for
two years  Government has often countenanced proceedings which are
unjustifiable, for the sake of prestige; and yet where the prestige of local
officers or even of the local Administration cannot be maintained without
incurring the displeasure of a powerful section of the Anglo-Indian community,
the Government does not hesitate to throw the local Administration overboard
and to leave its prostige to take care of itself. Lord Curzon’s Government has
fatally undermined the prestige of the Chief Commissioner, and given yet
another proof of the stubborn fact that the primary object of British rule in-
India is to benefit the European capitalist and merchant, even, if necessary, at
the sacrifice of justice and humanity,
928. The Hindoo Patriot, commenting on the postponement of the opera-
B tion of the wage clause in tEO Assam Labour Bill,
' concludes as follows:— :

““ The representative of their Sovereign gives sympathetic attention to their
appeal, but says, ¢Wait for three years more; live on for three years more on

’ ¥ f
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insﬁﬁiéieh{t food and insufficient accommodation, and other insufficient neces-
garies of life; you must not die for three years; you must not allow sickness
and death to approach you for three years. Your prayer has been heard and

registered, but for State rcasons nothing can be done at present to disturb

the tea industry, which is languishing for want of support, and you must go
on suffering till the industry is on a better footing.’ Will such words bring
any comfort to the suffering labourers? In the course of three years thousands
wiﬁ disappear, the conditious of the labour market will change, tea industry
may flourish or be depressed, and it is utterly uncertain how the wage clause
will then affect the tea plantations and the labourers on them,”
It proceeds to state that if the suggestion of Kunwar Sir Harnam Singh
had been adopted, it would have given satisfaction to all concerned.
In its next issue the Pairiof records its praise of the work attempted- by
Mr. Cotton who has laid th® country under a lasting obliqatiou to him. ‘“ Even
a golden statue will scarcely repay the debt we owe him.” .
929, The Amrita Bazar FPalrika praises Mré C}?lotton 1flor sg ztrenuounly
. supporting the cause of the coolies of Assam, and
The Asesm Labour Bill saps that.gbis speech in the Viceregal Council is
characterised by an intense d%sire to serve the weak against the strong, which
is an abiding trait in Mr. Cotton, and for which he has had to sacrifice his
own interests. ;
930. The Indian Nation remarks that Mr. Cotton made a valiant stand
’ for the coolie in a speech remarkable at once for
5, . dignity and cogency. He was not answered, but
was overpowered by numbers. The new law is a compromise, which satisfies
neither the planter nor the friend of the coolie.
931. The Indian Empire is not surprised that the Hon'ble Mr. Cotton’s
R : .~ honest indignation was aroused when he found that
1 '~ “the Government had entered into an unholy
alliance with the planters. ... Who would hear him, when Lord Curzon
himself was against him: his cry proved a cryin the wilderness. And the
unfortunate coolie is thus left just where he was forty years ago.”
932. The Amrita Bazar Patrika holds that Mr. Cotton had to yield to a
- P : conspiracy in the matter of the Assaim coolies’
: . wages. He had no idea that at a private meeting
of planters and their representatives it was determined, with the connivance of
his official colleagues, to spring & mine upon him in the Legislative Council.
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Sir John Woodburn, who once supported Mr. Cotton’s views, veered round to

the side of the planters. His Excellency the Viceroy also forsook him and
now the amendment will not be introduced for two years, probably because
by the end of that period there will be no Mr. Cotton to see that the law is
made o do its work, or Lord Curzon to realize that the measure has really

become a dead letter. :
933. The same paper, referring to Sir John Woodburn’s change of .atti-

Trid tude in connection with the Assam Labour Bill,
' says that it prefers a British official who is

prepared to yield to pressure to one who sticks up for his opinion even
if it be found incorrect. * What, however, is feared, is that the planters took
advantage of the amiable, nay, the sweet traits of Sir John’s charaster which

have made him so universally beloved,”

IV.—NATIVE STATES.

934, The Moslem Chronicle applauds Lord Curzon’s action in Berar,
e _ and says that ‘it is scandalous that the Gov-
polord Curzon's policy regardiog  ernment ghould not only have so long sat t:lght
i _over the Assigned Districts, but actually refused to
adjust the income to the monstrous cost of administration. There is nothing
wo can conceive which can more effectually shake the confidence of tl:?
Feudatory States, as the overriding by the Suzerain of treaty understandings,

935.” The Hindoo Patriot notices the death of the Prime Minister of Nipal,
 of whom it writes: ‘He wasan able administrator

Nil?,ﬁtth b oot T loyal friend of the Government of India.”
! »

iy
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936, The Bengalee would be glad to see other Native

Mysore’s example, and associate theSt;ets;]efo:vl?t:
. : .- their rulers in the government and the cond .t
of their affairs, It thinks Hyderabad and Baroda favourable for th n
auguration of the experiment—which would secure the permanent we]l-l?eilx:]g.

of these States. .
V.—Prosprcrs oF THE CroP AND CONDITION oF THE PEoprLe

937. The Amrita Buzar Pairika says that another famine in Guzerat hag
been] a.tn}:lounced by hthe Viceroy, aud that the
people there are now living on . ;
says that the English people are as much tired of Indign ftﬁ;ai::(;s Eshihfatr:;a
of the Boer war, and this anouncement, instead of exciting pity in their Zlinde
will create disgust. ‘‘The Indian famine, like the Boer war, does not mean
any dangerous loss, but the contemplation of human beinés under British
rule dﬁing of starvation is a spectacle which can never be in the least agreeable
to an Englishman.” ;

Native States.

Famine in Guzerat,

VI1.—MISCELLANEOUS.

938. The Indian Jll'irror1 says that thebdis(rinissed staff of the Cowsper’s
R el Vit Hill College have, by dint of persistent agitation
Cooper's Hill College.  }00n successful in gettin pensl;on. e %roﬁti ’
by their example, we learn to hammer away at anything we seek to obtain
we, too, shall sometime score as gloriously.”
939. The Bengalee and Hindoo Patriot publish a letter from Babu Russick
RN L) B SN I Lal Roy who was granted an interview by His
iy 2 Honour the Lieutenant-Governor of Bengal in
connection with the curtailment of marriage expenses
in Hindu society. His Honour expressed his sympathy with the movement and
said that he had placed himself in communication with the Government of
India on the subject, and that he would be glad to know the names of any
gentlemun of light and leadirg who would meet him in a friendly conference
on the subject.
940. The Moslom. Chronicle says that Urdu translations of the Viceroy’s
P Tt s . speech ought to have gone along with the English
lotoria Temoria® " APPett  and Bengali ones sent out with the appeals made
by the Victoria Memorial Committee. :
941. The Amrita Bazar Patrika deprecates the idea of a ¢ National”
C Valhalla with Lord Dalhousie on one side and
s e Rani Laksmi Bai of Jhansi on the other, and His
Excellency’s speech has confirmed the Pafrika in its views more strongly
than ever. ‘ 4
9142. A correspondent writes to the Amrita Bazar Patrika approving of
Tt the idea of the proposed Hall with the annals
i of modern India engraved on its walls, He
suggests that the local memorial, for which a Committee has been formed
by the Lieutenant-Governor, should take the form of an Industrial institution.
943. Anent the historical records that are proposed to be kept in the
o Victoria Hall, a correspondent of the Amrita
s Bazar Patrika suggests that a copy of the ftreaties,
real and sham, drawn up between Lord Clive and Umachand, should find a
fluco among the documents which His Excellency proposed to keep in the
femorial Hall.
944. The Moslem Chronicle defends Lord Curzon’s attitude with regard
B T the proposed Victoria Mermorial against the
b deibie ilanes " attacks that have been made in some quarters, and
says that the Viceroy has thoroughly vindicated the claims of the suggestions
he has put forth. It then suggests that relics of the following Muhammadans
should find a place in the Hall:—Sultan Razia Alauddin, Feroz Shah Tughlak,
Kutbuddin, Bukhtiyar Khilji, Chand Sultana, Manni Begum, Nawab Begum
ﬁ{l}irun Nessa, Haji Mohsen, Nawab Sir Abhdul Ghani and Maulyi Keramat
1.

—y
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945.
Charges on India.

In the course of an article on India being burdened with unjust
charges, which is receiving Mr, Caine’s watchful
: attention, in the face of the opposition got up b’y

Lord Gieorge Hamilton, Power and Guardian remarks that the success of Mg . Caine’s
efforts depends upon the hearty co-operation of the political parties in India. -

946. Apropos the * Victoria ” Hall, the Indian Mirror says that the
idea of the Imperial Institute in London met
with no little opposition when it was first broached,
but now its utility has come to be generally recognised. The Viceroy, accord-
ing to the Indian Mirror, is eminently the fittest man to inaugurate such a
scheme. It enquires whether the Government of India will subscribe any-
thing towards the Memorial Fund, '

947, Referring to Lord Curzon’s advice to the Assam planters, Power and
Guardian states that with the past few years the
use of tea has increased tenfold in India alone, and
7 its universal use throughout the country does not
seem to be far off. In view of this fact the planters of Assam need not be
afraid of the withdfawal of foreign patronage from their industry. Lord
Curzon could certainly help the planters by imposing prohibitive taxes on
foreign liquors. , ‘

948. In the course of a review of an article in, the Contemporary
Review on the ‘Influence of Europe in Asia,”
_ the Iudian Mirror says ‘‘ British influence has
wrought such a transformation in India, in all the various departments of her
national activities, as has never been seen in the history of nations.” The
China and South African emergencies have shown whetheror not England
can rely on India in her hour of need. ,

949, In'a strongly written article on the anomaly of India, the poorest
Rt EH - country under a civilized rule, possessing the

i costliest administration in the world, the JIndian
Nation holds that ¢ Victoria Hall” will be no new departure in this land of
* fatal anomalies, but only an addition to the load of pageantry that weighs down
the broken back and tottering limbs of starving India.”

950, The Amrita Bazar Patrika suggests that in order to give the ¢ Victoria
Memorial” Fund a national character, the Calcutta
Central Committee should organize district and
sub-district committees all over the country. The District Magistrates and
Subdivisional Officers might be asked to send the names of local %eaders and
the Central Committee here might ask these men to form sub-committees for
the purpose of realizing small subscriptions.

951, The Indian Empire regrets that the Indimll1 National Congress has

; ! not given satisfaction to their representatives in
SR A Eng%and by the failure of the Lahore Congress to
endorse Mr. Caine’s Resolution to reduce the military charges in India,

952, The Bengalee is glad to see that memorial committees in the mufassal
are contributing towards local memorials, and sug-
gests that of all the forms the latter should take,
there is none better than excavating tanks and jheels, to be known as Victoria
tanks and jheels. The supply of pure drinking-water in the interior is a
question of burning importance, and it behoves leaders of society and
philantropists to supply this great need.

963. The .Amrita Bazar Patrika refers to the beheading of Charles I, the
Tis fodioli e expulsion from Parliament of Sir Harry Vane

o et by the Protector, as -incidents showing the
aberations from which England suffered and recovered, and the deportation of
William Duane from Calcutta in 1795 by Sir John Shore, the then Governor-
General of India; and contrasting these events with the recent expulsion and
suspension of the recalcitrant members of Parliament, with the deportation of
the Natu brothers, the imprisonment of Tilak, and the editor of the Pratada, it
remarks that we are now veering round-to the good old days both here and in
England. Messrs. Cotton and Pennell ought to have flourished 25 or 30 years
ago. They do not suit the spirit that prevails just now in the British Empire,

The “Victoria Memorial ” Hall,

The tea planters of Assam and
the popularization of tea.

The Influence of Europe in Asia.

The * Victoria Memorial ” Fund.

Victoria tanks and jheels.

J. A. STEVENS,

Orrice oF THE INSPR,-GENERAL
or Porrck, L. P,,
RITERS' Bu : r ' i
Wrrrens' BurLpives; Asst, 1o the Inspr.-General of Police, L, P.
The 16th March 1901,
W, H, McG,—Reg. No. 8783G—78=203-1001,
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