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I.—ForeiGN PoLITICS.
BANGAVASBI,

. Bangavasi | Calcutta | of the 20th June has the following :— o
b i 'ML i J A most dreadful and horrible affair! The Yana W 10w

The fervisg murdess. news sends a thrill of horror through 'the entire
system and paralyses the body. A king murdered, & queen _m1’1rdered, the
ueen’s brother murdered, her two sisters mpl‘_dered, the king’s councillor
‘murdered, a General murdered, a prime mlmgter, murdered, a couple ;‘
ministers murdered, a dozen members of the king’s body-guard murdered.
What cruel and diabolical acts! What a revolution, a8 dire as a unwersal
cataclysm, in highly civilised Europe! And such a dire revolution o occur
not in a savage and barbarous African state, not among the cannibal inhabi-

tants of Honolulu or Otaheite, but in enlightened and Christian Servia! One

cannot trust one’s eyes or ears even if one sees it or hears of it. Well might

one ask if it is something which one is really seeing and not a dream after all.

II.—HoME ADMINISTRATION.

(a)—Police.

9. The Pabna correspondent of the Sangivani [Calcutta] of the 11th June SA;‘;‘::“;‘;-O :
asks the authorities of the Police Department to L2 o)
thTh°.s“t‘;;§‘§P§§i°g§i,?§: Pabna o ove the present worthless Sub-Inspector of the
ana in a . Pabna thana and send a better man in his place.
The Sub-Inspector failed to trace the thief in the case in which property
belonging to Babu Bipin Chandra Pal was stolen, although a scarf belonging to
the thief and marked with a dhobi’s mark fell into the hands of the police. Also
in the case of the murder of a child near the Pabna bazar, the police failed -
to secure a conviction of the accused, although strong evidence existed to
prove the man’s guilt.
3, Referring to the Maidan case, the Sangivani [Calcutta] of the 18th A e
bt B June says:— ; '
hiaie ok It is impossible to conceive of anything more
scandalous than the conduct of the police of Calcutta as revealed by this
case. The police of Calcutta are the supporters of cheats and dacoits!
It is hoped ,that the Government will make a searching investigation
without any delay.
The Bengal Government has -recommended a larger appointment of
European Constables as Inspectors of Police. But it is to be hoped that the
Government will take into its consideration the misdeeds of many of the
European Superintendents of the Calcutta Police before taking any steps in this
direction. VETN R
4, The same paper says that one Nechra Naslya of taluk Golna  sswsvamy,
. . "~ * under thana Jaldbaka in the Rangpur district has i !
the I{:I’l‘gp‘:fr Rolins opprasion & _made W complaint to the Subdivisional Officer of
y Nilphamari, alleging that Babu Pyari Mohan Pal,
Sub-Inspector of the Jaldhaka police-station, with two constables, one panchayet,
and & few chaukidars, made a search of his house while investigating a case of
theft, and that, niot finding the stolen property in-the house, they kept him in
confinement and beat him severely until he was obliged to borrow a sum of
Rs. 25 for paying them as illegal gratification. On the payment of this sum
he was releaged.—— ; ey
5. The same paper publishes two letters from- two villages in the  SANIAN
Mymensingh and Burdwan districts containing )
: ; descriptions, similar to those which have ap eared
in previous issues, of the oppressions which are committed by chquidars,
panchayets, &c., on poor people, the hardship that is caused by enhancements
of tthe chaukidari-tax, and the evils which characterise the present chaukidari
system. -
6. A correspondent of the Hifuvadi [ Calcutta ] of the 19th June says that Hrravany,
e ik A Mr. J. N. Gupta, the District Magistrate of June 19th, 1903,
o o e village in the Bankura, has done a great service to the Maliarha
village within his jurisdiction by including the
names of a number of local budmashes in the C, form .and taking from them

The chaukidari-tax.
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bail-bonds for good behaviour, But one of the foremost among the budmashes
has succeeded in eluding his grasp. This man is now intimidating the villagers
who gave evidence against his mates, and extorting money from them. The
attention of the worthy District Magistrate is drawn to the matter.

Risivant, 7. The same paper says that the culprits in the murder case which
Jouin 198, 198 ; recently occurred in the Ajjaspur village within

A murder case in the Hooghly the Serampore subdivision of the Hooghly distri
P . pretall Et large. The Subdivisionagl gﬁ‘mer lz;
Serampore has, in his judgment in the case, said that the villagers have made
a conspiracy among themselves not to disclose anything concerning the murder,
both because the murdered man was not an inhabitant of fhe village, and
because a brother of the head clerk of a local mill, in which most of the
villagers earn their livelihood,, is implicated in the case. The police, however,

~ ought not'to remain inactive in the matter, and vigorous efforts should be
made to hunt out the culprits and bring them to justice.
HITAVADL 8. Referring to the case in which Babu Purna Chandra Lahiri, a detective
Tnspector of the Calcutta Police, has brought to -
The Calcutta Police and black- ]jght a system of blackmailing and oppression
mailing in Calcutta, . { . %
practised by budmashes on innocent walkers in the

Maidan with the help of police contsables and women of bad character, and in
which a police constable, a woman named Lakshia, and some budmashes have
been arrested, the same paper says that the case conclusively proves that there
has been a recrudescence of udmashi in the town with the help of police
gervants. Whether it takes the form of the Maidan affair, of a roadside sale,
or of fortune-telling, no deceit can go on in Calcutta without the help of police
servants. Does the Police Commissioner know how many Eurasian men and
women are every day plying the infernal trade of which Lakshia and others
have been accused, and how tmany European police officers of high position
help and abet them in their crime? He should be careful in selecting the
officer to whom the charge of inquiring into the matter is entrusted.

pdibisg 9. The [eople and Prativasi [Calcutta%of the 19th June has the follow-

PRATIVABI, L g .
June 19th, 1903, ing in its English columns :—

Police reform.

MOUNTAIN IN LABOUR. e

We wonder what on earth could be the object of Government in defer-
ring any longer the publication of the report of the Police Commission. As ™
the reader knows, the Advocate of India has already published what purports to
be a forecast of the recommendations made by the Commission, and the same
forecast, in spite of the contradiction which it has since received, has filled the
mind of the people with a feeling bordering upon consternation. When the
Police Commissicn was ushered into existence amidst the flourish of trumpets,
the flying of banners, and the roll of drums, it was generully believed—owing,
it might be, to Sir Jobn Woodburn’s denunciation of police corruption in the
Viceroy’s Legislative Council— that the object by which the Government was
inspired was to put an end to the peculation and eorruption that were so much
rife in the ranks of the police, How that object can be gained by raising the -
pay of the District Superintendent of Pelice and the higher ~official ranks
generally at an outlay of three crores of rupeer, and by giving Police Inspector-
ships to uropean Constables, as the Bengal Government has lately been doing,
indeed passeth ‘our comprehension. We remember that whilst the Conmission
was as yet sitting and nobody knew what direction was likely to be tuken by
its recommendations, the United India of Madras, which is edited by that veteran
and esteemed Madras journalist, Mr. Subramaniya Iyer, predictod that the resplt
of the whole pother would be an increase in the European element in the Police
Department and the multiplication of the emoluments already enjoyed by
European police officers. 1f the forecast thas has appeared be not devoid of all
foundution in fact, we must say that our contemporary’s prediction has come
true, and his disbelief in the sincerity of certain men in high places has been
fully justified. If it was at all necessary to increase the pay of the police, the
increase should have begun at the bottom—with Sub-Inspectors, Head Con-
stables, cte.— the occupants of which are paid on a scale which scarcely suffices
to enable them to make both ends meet, and which, coupled with the obliga-

|
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3 i imposed upon them of keeping horses and ministering to the
tw:lf(t}r]&tofl the l?igher ogicials during the touxgmg seasons, often drives them to
S;grruption inspite of themselves. 1f they were paid on & more decent scale, and
—if a little more discrimination was exercised in the recruitment of these officers,
there would be far less corruption among them than there is just now. Man
for man, the Indian Police Sub-Inspector 18. of & more respectable parentage
and birth than his European Superintendent, and if he goes wrong and he_alfs
“himself to money which he does not honestly esrn, it 18 because it is ta.mfci
~ unders ween him and his ewployers, who pay him on a scale at whia
the merest clerk would turn up his nose, tl_lat.he 'w,i;ts' welcome to supg]ement :
his legitimate income by any amount of * pickings that might come his way.
But whilst it is poor pay which drives their Indian sgbordmates to  ways that
are dark and tricks that are vain,” the same incentive to corruption cannot .be
caid to exist in the case of Police Superintendents and others, who receive
handsome salaries (a good deal more than many of them are worth) and-yet
are not above appropriating to themselves the Jonathan’s portion of the ill-
gotten spoil of their ndian subordinates, —We are referring to the maskabart
system, which has lately been brought into prominence by some of our conte-
poraries, who bave shown that the Police Superintendents come in for the lion’s
_share of this maskabari. 1E Police Superintendents receive illegal gratification, 1t
"is not because of the smallness of their pay, but because they are possessed with
an itching palm which must needs be greased by others, even when their pay was |
enough to enrich them beyond the dreams of avarice. What earth_!y urpqsel
would then be served by “increasing their emoluments? Are the authorities
anxious to conform to the well-known doctrine preached by Christ—To him
who has much will be given, and from him who has little will be taken away
that little which he has?” It is impossible to understand their policy on any
other assumption. If the above represents all the good yvhlch the Police Com-
mission proposes to do us, we must say that a mountain in labour has produced
a mouse and the public of this country have been gammoned " and sold.

10. The People and Prativasi [Calcutta] of the 20th June contains the  Esorxuw.
e . following paragraph in its English columns:— June 20th, 1903.
Splo of liquor in Calcutta during It has been brought to our notice by persons
prohibited bours. - .
who are not supposed to talk at random that while
the grog-shops are punctually closed at 9 .., there is invariably some house of
ill-fame situated close by, where a sufficient supply is laid in, and where a
customer can get liquor at any hour after the shops are closed. Thus the stern
__ Neasures taken by the Commissioner of Police are alleged to have only resulted
in the benefit of those who participate in such illicit sale, We publish this
report in the hope that it will attract the notice of our lynx-eyed Commissioner
of Poiice.
11. The Bharat. Mitra [_Calcutta:{ of the 20th June is sorry that the BmaarMima,
Calcutta Police extort a good amount of bribe June20th 1805
from such grog-shop keepers as keep their shops
open after nine at night. The authorities should
direct their attention to the matter,
12. The Basumati [Calcutta] of the 20th June says:—
s oLty gl A few daring dacoities were recently com- BASUMATI,
ganas, ‘ 24 mitted in Sinthi and the neighbouring villages —June 20th, 1903.
) : in the 24-Parganas;—In some of these cases the
dacoits committed great cruelty. A-great deal is being said about the—workof
the Police Commission, yet in practice the police utterly=failto suppress
these dacoities, The disarmed people have not even the means of protecting
themsclves, They are indeed living very happily under a benign Govern-
‘ment.
13. The Nava Yig [Calcutta] of the 20th June draws the attention of  Nava Yoo,
iR e g the Police Commissioner of Calcutta to the practice June 20th, 1903,
TR s o by shop-  yyidely prevalent among the shop-keepers of the
N town, of cheating customers by the use of short
weights, One day, the writer went to!purchase some vegetable in Nutan
Bazar in Jorasanko, The vendor used 'short weights and the writer, on
detecting the deception, drew the attention of a constable who was standing by
and asked him to arrest the venttor. The constable told the writer to get a

»~

The Calcutta Police and grog
shops in the town. ]
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summons issued against him before he could be arrested. The vendor in self
defence told the writer that he had to pay Rs. 40 a month to the pOIic;
and he could make no profit in his business, after such payment, if he did not
cheat his customers, The. Police Commissioner should take measures to check
this evil. :

14. A correspondent writing in the Bangavasi [Caleutta] of the 20th

: ) g June says i—
A caso of highway robbery. One Nafar Chandra Mandal, of Nalta, a village

in the Howrah district, was coming home one night with a parcel containing
valuable things. On the highway he was set upon by four men who beat
him until he fainted away. When consciousness returned, he sought the =

protection of certain gentlemen of & neighbouring village, who attended to his
injuries and reported the occurrence to the police: But the police have not yet

been able to apprehend the robbers.
(8)— Working of the Cot{rtsj

15, 'The Murshidabad Hitaishi [Murshidabad] of the 17th June says that"

ot e e R the ;])Slac};a known sisl (forabazar within the Jimits of
e Collector of Murshidabad the Berhampore Munici ality in the Murshidabad
aGno‘{-af,};:arlfh" mahal tenants of  gigriot i I;, 'Governm%nt Sixhas mahal. Lately

there was a fire in that place, and many houses and
huts belonging'to the residents were burnt down. The Collector, Mr. Carey,
instead of sympathising with the homeless sufferers, has been trying to take
advantage of their misfortune by demanding from them new kabuliyais, the
terms of which are calculated to deprive them of rights which they have been
enjoying for more than sixty years., He has prohibited, quite unlawfully,
the re-erection of houses and huts on lands the owners of which refuse to
execute the new kabuliyat. He has asked under-tenants not to pay rent to
superior tenants, but to pay it directly to Grovernment, as Government, he says,
will not henceforward recognise sub-leases in the mahal, although the right of
sub-lease has been enjoyed by the tenants from a very long time. The Collec-
tor has also expressed an intention of taking forcible possession of the lands of
tenants who do not execute the new kabuliayat. The land belonging to one
Babu Lal Bandwalla, who had been in possession of it for a long time, Was
verbally transferred by the Collector to one Rai Charan Babu, though the
latter did not ask for it. Babu Lal was prohibited, on pain of being sent to
hajut, from reconstructing any building on it. But as Babu Lal was not
willing to give up his long-standing right so easily, he built a pucka wall on
the land. His action was reported to Mr. Carey, and the latter ordered his
prosecution under section 447 of the Indian Penal Code.

Phe tenants of the khas mahal sent'a telegram to the Lieutenant-Governor
complaining of Mr. Carey’s actions, and have submitted 2 memorial to His
Honour through the Divisional Commissioner. ' : :

| If a private zamindar had treated his raiyats in the manner i which
Mr. Carey has bees treating the Gorabazar khas mahal tenants and the raiyats
had brought their zamindar’s conduet to the notice of the authorities, what
would Government have said to the zamindar ?— Would mnot the police  have
come forward to bind down such a zamindar for good behaviour ? N

Considering the heavy settlement work that is going on in the Murshid-
abad district, it is bighly desirable that the Divisional Commissioner_ shou
Jocate his head-quarters for the time at Berhampore. That would afford poor
raiyats an opportunity of representing their grievances to him, which, 10
many cases, they cannot do if he remains at a distance. ' 4
16, In continuation of its remarks on the action of Mr. Geake, the

Magistrate of Chittagong, in giving preference to

“Mr. Geake and hi isteri 4 R SER :
r. Geake and his muisterial o ¢eiqerg while disposing of the offices mJthf_ :
yo

oflicers.
t ministerial establishment ander him, the

[Chittagong] of the 18th June writes as follows:— l | ;

" Mr. Geake has removed Pranhari Babu, the accountant, and has appomte{i
in his place a young man hailing from a different district in preferer'lce.to
two officers who are men of mature years, and are natives of this districte
Babu.Jagat Chandra Das, the head clerk, is neither an old man nor 80

I

‘

r

This content downloaded from
103.87.140.100 on Set, 11 Feb 2023 16:05:28 UTC
All use subject to https://about.jstor.org/terms

i




(53 )

+ ~1:d vet he is being removed on the plea that his knowledge of English,
;?)vsi};né yconsidered atglﬂicient, is now found to be defective. Durga Das
Babu, the accountant, who looks quite. capable of work, has been refused an
oxtension of service for ten months, although another officer, an outsider, has
been granted an extension in spite of the fact .thai‘: he is older than Durgs Das
Babu17 . A correspondent of the Sanjivani [Calcutta] of the 18th June says : —
- oy R ‘Babu Ashutosh Ganguli, the panchayet of
Presents to Deputy Magistrates (Yrole No., 4, under thana Mahamudpur in the
 ia the Jessore district. Jessore district, sent a basket of fruits aud other

. SANJIVANI,
June 18th, 1908 ——

catables to the Deputy Magistrate —of Magura. The writer cannot say

definitely whether the presents were accepted .in this particular instance, but
the making of presents to Deputy Magistrates has become very common in

the mufassal. At least for the sake of decency, if not for anything else, the

Deputy Magistrates should refrain from accepting such presents.

18. The Bangavasi [Calcutta] of the 20th June says:— 2
" Hilee ‘veliting. 4o CHIINAL T Mr. Thomeson, the ~District Magistrate of
cedu‘:ees]:i?iadog'n by the Magis. Mymensingh, has framed half-a-dozen rules relating
trate of Mymensingh. to the procedure to be observed by the Deputy
Magistrates, subordinate to him, in the trial of criminal cases. One of the

rules directs that should any party in any case under section 145 of the Code

BANGAvASI,

June 20th, 1903.

of Criminal Procedure fail to appear with his witnesses, judgment should be

given against that party. Whoever brings in his witnesses shall win, no

matter whether or not his cause is true or just. Surely nothing can be more

judicious and reasonable than such a rule! ‘
19. The Basumati [ Calcutta’-of the 20th June says:— ‘

' Babu Shyama Charan Mitra, the Sheristadar
th:ll)::g:}:tl% :fitg gfoiﬁﬁh Eﬁ::fnun. of the Sub-Judge of 'Khulna, died of the plague.
deceased also died of the same disease. The family was left utterly destitute.
Mr. Samman, the District Judge, has kindly appointed Babu Surendra Kumar
Mitra, B.A., & neﬁwhew of the deceased, to succeed him in the post of Sheristadar,
The people of Khulna are sincerely grateful for this kindly act of the District
Judge. A small act of kindness often wins the heart of the people of this
country. There is perhaps no other people who are more easily pleased, yet
the high officials of the Government consider it quite superfluous to try to gain
the affections of the Indians.

20. The Nava Yug [Calcutta] of the 20th June says that the circular
Interference with the indepen. TeC€Dtly issued by Mr. Thomson, Magistrate of
dence of judicial officers in My Mymensingh, to all Deputy Magistrates under him,
mendiigl : affords an instance of the way in which European
Civilians powadays‘ igsue improper orders to their subordinate Deputies
ztmltli even interfere with their judicial independence. The circular runs as
ollows :— ‘

el (ILTlneﬁﬁice; receiving complaints should make a very careful examina-
tion of the complainant and freely exercise his power of dismissal under section
203, Criminal Procedure Code, Every extra hour spent on this will save at

least a day of some Court’s time.
(2) In summons cases adjournments should “be avoided. The order on

Two soms, one sister, and one daughter of the

BasumMaTr,

June 20th, 1903.

Nava Yva,
June 20th, 1603.

the complaint should be for the accused- to a pear with his witnesses; on the

~date fixed no adjournment should be ordinari y allowed except on the ground

f‘hag some witness for whom either the complainant or the accused has filed

talabana ” for summonses in reasonable time is absent. The present practice
followed by many Courts of allowing subsidiary list of witnesses to be filed by
cqmplamant, of adjourning the case for the defence, of recalling the prosecution
witnesses for cross-examination should be discdntinued. The Magistrate may,
if he thinks fit, summon witnesses for the defencé after hearing the prosecution
evidence, but all Magistrates should remember that it is entirely discretionary
with them to do 8o, and if the accused fails within reasonable time to apply
for summonses between ‘the~dates on which summons wds-served on him gnd
the date of hearing, I think the Magistrate only in very exceptional circum-
stances summon his witnesses. Certainly the progecytion witnesses should not
be re-summoned for cross-examination, W
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(3) In section 145 proceedings, if either party fails to comply with the
Magistrate's order to file his written statement or fails to produce evidence
summary order should be passed in favour of the other party who complies
with the Magijstrate’s order. If neither party cqmphes, an immediate order
should be passed under section 146, Criminal Procédure Code. In no case ang
under no circumstauces can I conceive that more than one adjournment should
be granted, and even this as a rule should be refused.

(4) In police cases the present practice followed by most Magistrates is
to examine the prosecution witnesses who are also cross-examined, and then,
after the prosecution is cloged, to allow all the prosecution witnesses to be
recalled for cross-examination.

(5) Much more use should be made of section 514 Criminal Procedure
Code, ~Generally the full amount of the bond should be forfeited.

—— (8d.) W. B. THousox, .
Mr. Thomson may have been actuated by a good motive in issuing the
circular. But will his Deputies be able to realise his motive and act according
toit? Many people believe that they will not. Many people are also dieposed
to doubt if Mr. Thomson had the power to issue such a circular without the
authority of the High Court. The law has given Deputy Magistrates,
when sitting as judicial officers, absolutele freedom in the disposal of cases,
and it is not right for District Magistrates to interfere with this freedom and
prevent them from acting according to law and their own conscience.
The truth is that it is not right for Government to place young and
inexperienced officers like Mr. Thomson in charge of a big and responsible
district like Mymensingh. :

\ S

(d)—Education. '

~91. Al Punch [ Bankipore] of the 13th June has the following :— —

e Among the works which Lord Curzon "has

o Jord Curzon on the Universities  yndertaken fo makehis Indian Viceroyalty memor-

} ) sable, three are the most prominent—(1) the Delhi

Darbar, a demonstration which was a combination of Imperial greatnessand

Eastern magnificence; (2) the scheme of Police reform, and (3) the scheme of

University reform. His Excellency’s eminence as a scholar, administrator, and

diplomat, has nowhere been displayed with such brilliant effect as in this

University education question. In his Simla speech Lord Curzon explained

at length all the defects of the present University curriculum and enunciated
his views of reform to the following effect: — :

The practice of giving employment only to graduates in the public service
should no longer be followed, because to this practicecats to he attributed all
the present defects of the Indian Universities. In fufure, in the competitive
examination for the recruitment of officers for the services of the State, candi-
dates should be admitted irrespective of any University qualifications, The
candidates who will fulfil fhe conditions laid down in the rules of such -
examination will be taken into such services. In fact, the Indian Universities

should be entirely closed against those who read in schools with the sole view

of making themselves fit for the services of the State. India has not, up to the
present moment, made satisfactory  progress in knowledge because,of this
ignoble aim of the Indian students' in #their scholastic career. University -
education should be given only to the earnest seeker of knowledge, and to
those who seek it in urder to make the best use of it. 'I'here ought to be
technical education in India, so that the sons of well-to-do Indians- may devote
their energy to the development of the trades and industries of their country
by acyuiring a knowledge of technical sciences,

This expression of His Lordship’s views filled every Indian heart with the
hope that His Excellency would give the Universitics a new course for good.
But the lengthy recommendations of the Universities Commission have quite
taken us abeck. To our wise men the recommendations are but so many barrieis
placed of set purpose in the path of education. The spirit in which the con:
ditions under which schools and colleges can maintain their existence arc laid
down-is-scmething like a two-edgéd sword, one of which will kill high educafion

. J\ i
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and the other will butcher primary education. But t!la[: is quite against the spirit
of Lord Curzon’s Simla speech. In fact, the Comussion intends to narrow the
scope of Western education in India—a loss which nothing can compensate.

ised to encourage native arts and industries as a. compen-

Rut Lord Curzon proml b [ :
zﬁonoior the losg which we are to sustain by being deprived of education. If

that is done, we shall be highl satisfied ; _elge no one, not to sReak of ourselves,
will approve of the proposals of the Commission, because they will affect the wel-
fareof the country. he welfare of a country 18 the source from whicha cwﬂlzqd
govemment derives its prosperity, while its disaffection.isthe cause of the ruin
of Government. Her late Majesty the Queen says in the Proclamation of 1857
«In your contentment lies my strength, and in your aﬁprogpepty m{ welfare.”
In fact, the curtailment of high education will surely affect injuriously both the
couniry and the Government. If you do mot believe us better read the
history of India on theeve of the Sepoy Mutiny. What was the condition of the

lo and the country at that time? ‘The history of-that time is but a record
s 4 al conlfidence between the rul
of carnage and bloodshed. There was no mutual confidence between the ru’ers
and the ruled—a circumstance whioh resulted in the Mutiny which shook the
very foundations of the Indian Empire. This event was due to the complete
ignorance of the ¥eople “at that time. It is therefore clear that if the
recommendations of the Commission be given effect to ‘and high education
be abolished, the people will resume much of their former characteristics. We
are sorry for the recommendations of the Commisslon, specially because we fear
there may be at no distant date a disturbance of the public peace for which we
are wholly indebted to Western oducation. The British Government, with all
its arms and ammunition, will not be able to confer on India half as much
peace as has been offected by English education. A kingdom which possesses
_a good many engines of estruction is not at all stronger than one with its
foundations laid firmly in the loyalty and implicit faith of its subjects. We see
that education is the best means of teaching loyalty to a subject people lik{e
the Indians. It is certainly due to English education that men, whose fore-
fathers thought it a meritorions deed to shed the blood of an Englishinan and
cut him to pieces, thinks it his"bounden duty to save the life of the commonest
English officer at his personal risk. Py
What is it that now keeps India in a perfect state of peace and comfort?
 Is it English troops? Certainly not. The number of Englishmen in India
taken together is just like a drop of water in a vast ocean or a grain of sand in
a vast sandy desert, and the quantity of gunpowder which they have in store
will not be half as much as is spent by the people of India in merry-makings.
A lizard can be killed by a swarm of ants. What, then, of a swarm of men?
In fact, no one can say that Englishmen have kept India in a state of peace.
It is loyalty and implicit devotion to the sovereign nation which has kept
India in such a state. Education is the.source from which this sentiment
springs, This loyalty and devotion is sul'ﬁcieu.t-gﬁg;rantee for peace and for
the security of India from foreign invasion. If the number ofstroops in
India is reduced to half the number and the pumber of colleges is doubled, the
kingdom will be four times more powerful than it is at preseut, because
the ed}lcated natives will serve the purposes of soldiers. Many ‘native Rajas
and- Nawabs went as volunteers to the Boer war, the Somaliland "expedition,
and—the Tirsh/expedition. What was the reason of that? They did so
because Western education had made them understand that their safety depends
upon the permanance of British rule in India, In fact, education is the
life and soul of British supremacy in India, and if it be taken away, the Indians
are sure to resume their former character of ferocity and bloodthirstiness.
God forbid it!
22. The Hitavadi [Calcutta] of the 19th June says that on the 31st
Tha Alctsd of ki1 . March last the District Board of Midnapore
Pandits in the l\lidnaporonslx)set‘::"::.‘ jssued a notice to the effect that the services of the
: B Inspecting Pandits under it would not be required
_‘fanter _three months from the date of the notice. Although the Inspecting
Pandits were not Government servants, they always believed that their posts
were permanent. The sttitude of the REducation Department in this matter,
ay shiown in the advice given to them on the 1st May 1000 and in paragraphs
5 und 6 of letter No. 830T.—G., of the 10th June 1902, confirmed this belief

4
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PRATIVASI,

June 22nd, 1903,

‘and the Punjab Universities put together.

( 538 )

on their part. 1t is on the strength of this belief that these poor people ha
remained in their posts for 19 or 20 years, and now they are going to be-dxi“:
away in their old age without anything on which to fall back. It is lopeq
that Government will not fail to make some provision for their maintenance
23. The Bangavasi [Calcutta] of the 20th June writes as follows:— v

_ o * The reeults of the Sanskrit first, second
Bsimed K vtics and the  4:le  examinations recentlﬁ pnblisl;ed aro 2
" satisfactory. The scholarships granted by the

Government have greatly encouraged the study of Sanskrit. There has been
a steady increase in recent years in the number of candidates appearing a - the
Ranskrit examinations. This year the number rose to 4,000, which is
perhaps greater than the total number of students belonging to the Allahabad

A novel feature of this year’s examinations is the fact that six candidates

~ from the Sanskrit College and thirty-four from the Sanskrit Collegiate School

have been successful in these examinations. When it is remembered that the
professors and the students of the Sanskrit College are not eligible for the
Government scholarships, the zeal that has been displayed by them cannot but
be highly praised. In the title examinations the Sanskrit College stands first .
in Vedanta and in Kavya, and in the second examination it heads the list in
Kavya and the Vedas. In the first examination, also, a candidate from the same
College has obtained the first place in Vyakarana. : s
%‘he Sanskrit College might be considered in two different aspects: first,
us a model fo/, and, secondly, as an interpreter between ancient India and
modern Europe. As a Zl, the Sanskrit College has acquitted itself well, as
shown by its results in the above ‘examinations. As an interpreter of
ancient Iudia, also, it has discharged its duties very creditably. Hitherto the
syllabus fixed for the M.A. examination included a little of Kavya, Vyakarana,
Nyaya, Veda, Vedanta, and comparative grammar. But recently, the University
has made arrangements for conferring the M, A, degree wholly in Shardarsan
orin Vedanta. = .
Last year two students obtained the newly created M.A. degree in
Shardarsan and four the M, A, degree in Sankrit under the old system from
the Sanskrit College. It will be thus seen that the Sanskrit College has done
good work in imparting high education both in English and Sanskrit. =
24, Referring to the proposed appointment of some new Professors in the
Calcutta Sanskrit College, the People and Pratiwas
 The_proposed, new Professor; [Calcutta] of the 22nd June says that there is not
Collige outta Sanskri® g0 much necessity for appointing new Professors
.~ to the College department as there is for the
appointment of some additional and competent teachers to the School deﬁm-
ment. The number of students in the Sanskrit department of the College
is 8o few that if more Professors are appointed, there is every probability of
such Professors remaining idle for want of pupils. The School department,
on the other hand, is sadly in need of more and abler teachers. :
If, in appointing new Professors in the Sanskrit-College, Grovernment’s
object is to promote the cause of Sanekrit education in the province, that object
would be better served by its spending the money; it is bent on spending 1
the Sanskrit College, in awarding stipends to Sanskrit Professors who keep 1ok
of their own in the mufassal, and who have a reputation for learmng. For, th
tols in the mufassal contain far-larger numbers of students than the Sanskrit
department of the Sanskrit College. ,
1f, however, Government is determined upon the appointment ’Of_ new
Professors in the Sanskrit College, it should not leave the choice of candldmz
to the Principal. A Committee should be formed of such old and lea.rn(:
men as Mahamahopadhyayas Mahes Chandra Nyayaratna, Chandra Kanta
Tarkalankar, Kamakhya KJath Tarkabagis, Krishna Nath Nygyapancbazanv
and Raj Krishna Tarkapanchanan, to select candidates for the posts. If ther
are found competent men in the Sanskrit College itself, they may be gWe“l dqny
of the new posts they may be fit for. Among eminent pan&ts who are ho u‘;’f
tols in various places and, from among whom the selection may be mact
the following names may be mentioned, namely :— | f
(1) Pandit Debi Prasanna Smritiratna, of Belpuskarani, Professor ©
Smriti.

) ‘ ek ‘ 4
This content downloaded from ‘

103.87.140.100 on Set, 11 Feb 2023 16:05:28 UTC
All use subject to https://about.jstor.org/terms




(2) Pa

—— @
-

A

v Jj " o P o

ndit Hari Nath Vedantabag;is, Raj Pandit of Burdwan, Prof ess@r
of Smriti and Darsan. ‘ : A

(3) Pandit Purna Chandra Vedanta Chunchu, of Berhampore, Professor

of Darsan.

|, (4) Pandit Bhagavati Charan Smrititirtha, of Calcutta, Professor of
e v

- Smrits, (o

(56) Pandit Kali Kumar Tarkatirtha, of C?.lcutta, Profes'sor of Smriti,
(6) Pandit.Ashutosh Tarka and Nyaya Tirtha, of Mallikpur, Professor

of Nyaya.

Y Pandit Durga Charan Sankh};a and Vedanta Tirtha, of .Bhaviv‘ani-
_ pore, Professor of Darsan. : ATy

Tt is to be hoFed that Government will permit no jobbery to be committed LA
in the filling up of the new posts.

95. The People and Prativast [Calcutta] of the 24th June complains of  ProruEaxn

- Professors of

Presidency College, Ualcutta.

Mr., 7Perciv’al’

Ay the want-of able Professors in English in the ;.0 2h, 190s.
English in the  pegidency College, Calcutta. ~ Mr. Hallward -
, has been made an Inspector of Schools and
s health is shattered, and some unknown Bengalis have taken

the places of the few European Professors who used to teach English there.

It is no wond

er that men turned out by a college which has such an inefficient

staff should bring disgrace on University education, And it is the deficient
education of these men which is reflected “in the students of private colleges
because it is they who generally do the professorial work in such institutions,
Government would have done a real service to the cause of education if,
instead of making only a fuss by means of the Universities Commission, it had
appointed a number of really good Professors to the Presidency College.

(e)Tét)gql Self- Government and Municipal Administration.

6. Referring to the Bengal Government’s Eroposal to appoint a Deputy  Burowax

- The question
Chairman for the
cipality.

likes and it

a8 to the causes which ledit to seek to deprive Burdwan of the privilege of
“appointing its Municipal Chairman has naturally ‘raised suspicions in the .

SANJIVaNI,

Magistrate to the Chairmanship of the Burdwan ; "ei- s

of an official  Mynicipality, the Burdwan Sanjivani [Burdwan)
Pusd y pality, the Burdwan Sanjivani [Burdwan
urdwan Muni- - of the 16th June writes as follows:— i
h Government is at liberty to do whatever it
18 not bound to explain its conduct to anybody, But ite silence

public mind about the honesty of its mative in this matter. It is generally

believed that

since the conferring of local self-government on the country

by Lord Ripon, the officials have been looking on the privilege with suspicious
eyes, and that it is for this reason that they are trying to deprive the Muni-
cipalities, one by one, ‘of the right of appointing their own Chairman. If
that is the rea _intention of the Grovernment, why does it try to conceal it ?
There is an English proverb—“ Give the dog a bad name and then hang him,”
and let Government act according to this advice in this matter. ~4q

To turn to the merits and demerits of the Burdwan Municipality, Under

ic]hq system of lecal self-government the lighting and watering of the town

fave greatly improved, better service of privies has been secured, the condition

of roads has become better, and an end has almost been put to all oppressions

attending the assessment and reulisation of rates, while the .supply of L
Pipe-water has improved the health of the,town. Rai Nalinaksha Basu

- Bahadur’s

Chairmanship. has shown to the Government what a good un-

official Chairman is capable of doin : i
L g, and there are many men in Burdwap
Wwho are as able as the Rai Bahadur is. Government should therefore announce i

f)};et hreasqn _vyhy_ it desires t‘he appointment of an official to the Chairmanship
© Municipality, There is, however, one thing which we are bound to say

against the Commissioners of the Municipality, name%{y, that during the last few

years there has occurred a great schism and~ much

issension in their cam{).

‘s ? lt? for this reason that Government is taking the undesired and undesirable
ep?  Let them try to regain their old union and, as a'necessary consequence,

their old stren i 1
: gth. If they cannot \do this, let them resign. Why should
they, by their own fault, ({ ’ P 4

eprive the public of a cherished privilege? Let

i A
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them fall on their knees before the Govprquient and ask forgiveness for ap
fault of which they may have been guilty in its eyes. 2
SANIIVANT, 27. The Sanjivani [Calcutta] of the 18th June writes as follows :—
June 18th, 1903, i e G Lord Curzon has transferred the management

of the Calcutta Municipality from the hands of ¢}
native to those of the European Commissioner:
But Mr. J. G. Apcar has recently brought to light certain facts which
illustrate how the European Commissioners are robbing the _tax-payers of
Calcutta. The Calcutta Municipal Act says that no partner of any up.
registered firm entering into any contract with the Municipality shall be
allowed to serve the Municipality as a Commissioner. In spite of thig
~Mr. Bertram, a partner of Messrs. Gladstone, Wyllie & Co., continues g
Commissioner, although the above firm has contracted with the Municipality
for supplying the wood required for covering certain streets and Sutna stong
required for other purposes. Mr. Cable, the President of the Calcutta Chamber
of Commerce, first secured from the Municipalit&y a_contract for supplying
artificial stone and sent in his resignation afterwards. Mr. Bradshaw, another
Commissioner, and a partner of Walter Locke & Co,, privately secured a
: contract worth a few thousand rupees, although the Act directs public
invitation of tenders for all contracts above one thousand rupees in value,
The above facts indicate what'is going on in the Municipality. If any one
could expose the way in which contracts are being given out, the public would
come to learn how Lord Curzon’s Municipal Act is working ang who are the
persons that are actually benefited by the money of the rate-payers.
HITAVADI, 28. The Hitavadi [Calcutta] of the 19th June has been astonished to
L TP Jearn that a great effort is beirg made in Burdwan
Aknigeréd i Burwan fow. town to have an official, a Deputy Magistrate,
appointed as Chairman of the local Municipality.
It is a matter of great regret that the authorities are trying to deprive
mufassal Municipalities of self-government. It was only the other day that
a Deputy Magistrate was appointed as the Chairman of the’ Bogra Municipality
mainly through the efforts of the District Magistrate of Bogra. It is hoped
that the Municipal Commissioners of Burdwan  will unanimously make a
vigorous protest against the appointment of an official as their Chairman,
e » '20. A correspondent of the same paper says that extensive jobbery was
By ey S practised in the municipal election, which took
South Barrackpore, © Pplace on the 23rd May last, in the Kharhdaha
ward of the South' Barrackpore Municipality, and
great partiality was shown by the polling officer in recording votes. He
allowed a Hindu named Akalu Chaudhuri to vote in the name of a Musalman
named Shaik Akalu in spite of a protest against it from a candidate, whilst he
disallowed the vote of one Krishnalal Banerji, who was his co-villager, although
the man showed municipal bills in his name. Again, Babu K. M. Ganguli, &
pleader of the High Court, having come to know that the name of one Nivaran
Chatterji, a relation of the polling officer, Aghor Babu, was secretly inserted
in the voting list of a certain candidate, wrote to the District Traffic Superinten-
dent of Sahebganj, under whom Nivaran Chatterji served, enquiring if
Nivaran Chatterji had not been present in his office on the 23rd May last.
On the 6th June last a reply came to this letter to the effect- that Nivaran
Chatterji was present in office on the 23rd May last. Amrita Babu, a Deputy
Magistrate, came to inquire into the matter on the petition of a large number
x of rate-payers. But he said, in the presence of a-good number of respectnhle
people who were ready to give evidence in the matter, that whilst he WO}lld
not believe what fifty of them would say, he would believe what the polling
officer and his three associates would say. Why did the Deputy Magistate
then take the trouble of coming up to the place to make an enquiry”? T.he
matter is very serious, and the District Magistrate is requested to enquiré

cutta Municipality.

into it.
Proris axo 30. The People and Prativasi | Caleutta] of the 20th June has the follow-
RATIVASI, . ofs 53 .
Jine QC:lh\ ;gl(‘,g Local self-government in Cal g in 1ts Engllsn columns:— »
cutta. ; ~ Where is the Commissioner to ask the Chair-

man’ of the Calcutta Munieipality to submit &
statement showing how many Indian officials have been removed from the

o .
- K
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to make room for Europeans or Eurasians since it passed into the hands,

(I)Sfoatr](iio Government?: One pof the objects of Sir A. Ma.cke.n?w _and his
supporters, in depriving the Indians of the conj;ml of the 1§tlumcxpahty2 was
certainly to expel as many Indians as possible to" make room for aliens—
domiciled Europeans, Eurasians, Poo]( Wln_tes and so i forth., Will
Mr. Apcar or Mr, Cotton be pleased to ask the Chairman to furnish the state-
ment nioted above? For we dare say, a document like it will go a great way
to show why the Indians were deprived of the control they used to exercise
over the Calcutta Municipality., Fancy the nature of the gruesome vandalism !
The privilege of local self-government was first conferred upon the citizens
and they were allowed to enjoy it for twenty-five years; and then suddenly

" they were robbed of it without any cause whatever. By the bye, Lord Curzon
says proudly in effect that no matter what his colour, race or religion may
be, no sooner does a man touch the British soil and acknowledge British rule
than he becomes entitled to all the privileges of a British citizen, How long
will the English people permit the selfish rulers of India to keep the Indians
in leading strings and treat them as a conquered race and trample the
Proclumation of Queen Victoria under foot ?

81. The Pallivasi [Calcptta] of the 24th Juné writes as follows :— Pavuvast,
e r Stop, O ruler of Bengal. Revoke mnot your June2ith, 1003

m?é‘l‘éféﬁ"i‘n Beng:(fff'go‘,’mmem grant. Why show your disfavour to those, O
master, to whom you have once shown favour ?

| Why take back the small measure of self-government that you have granted.

~ O English Government, you are the ruler of the universally ,adoregi Aryavarta.
It is by your favour that the poor Indians have acquired the right of self-- -
government. It is you who, by the education you have given them, have
awakened in their heart a desire for self-government. Otherwise in autocratic
India everybody would have been content to rely completely u(fon Government.

O ruler of Bengal, Burdwan and Bhagalpur are two advanced districts .
under your administration. You have had dear proofs that the work of self-
government has been conducted very satisfactorily in both these districts.

It is you who, as a mark of your satisfaction, have decorated Nalinaksha Babu,
Chairman of the Burdwan Municipality, with the title of Rai Babadur and
granted a certificate of honour to Devendra Babu. It is by your acts that the-—
people have heen led to conclude that the work of self-government has been
conducted well. 'Why are you then trying to appoint officials in the place of

those whom you praised and honoured with titles only the other day ?

Last time we gave a slight hint of this matter. This time we shall be a
little more explicit. The Bengal Government wishes to appoint Deputy
Magistrates as Chairmen of the Burdwan and Bhagalpur Municipalities. At
any rate, a demi-official letter to this effect has been sent from the Bengal
Secretariat to Mr. Chotzner, Magistrate of Burdwan. In thatletter he has been
directed to summon the Municipal Commissioners and ask them whether or no
they-are prepared to accept Amrita Babu, Deputy Magistrate of Baraset, for
their Chairman. The Magistrate did as he was bid. ,The proposal gave many
of the Commissioners a turn. The Commissioners-asked , the Magistrate in
their turn, who was to pay a paid Chairman? The Magistrate wired 'this
demand to the Secretariat, whenece a reply was wired at once that the salary of
the Chairman would be paid by Government. Many of the Commissioners '
present were quite overcome with this kindness' of the Lieutenant-Goyernor, -
z.nl(‘l atpowerful emotion pervaded the entire local community like an electric
urrent, = j = e T

- It was the same in Bhagal pur.  There; too, the Magistrate was directed to
make a similar enquiry, which enquiry was duly made by him. .Both in ,
B:urdw.an. and Bhagalpur there has been a difference of opinion among the
Commlsmgners. In both the places some Commissioners have agreed to
comply with the demand of Government. With a view to please Government,
the Commissioners of Bhagalpur have asked for a paid Vice-Chairman. But
the rate-payers of Burdwan are not prepared to accede to the request of
GOVgr_nment, so that Indra Babu of Burdwan, who never takes part in any
H)lun}mpal affair, is submitting a memorial on behalf of the rate-payers as their —
President. The rate-payers called a public' meeting and strongly protested
against the proposal of the Bengal Government and cried shame on those
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" ‘man even among the rate-payers of those two Municipalities, then it must be

it
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Commissioners who had agreed to it. The Commissioners have been elected
by the rate-payers to defend the cnuse_of _se_alf-government. Is it not, then, to
act treacherously to betray that cause in this gnjustiﬁable manner ? If ),'ou
O master, appoint a Deputy Magistrate as Chairman, in the face of the protesi
of hundreds of rate-payers, at the instance of a handful of Commissioners, we
shall know that gelf-government in Bengal is doomed. : :
Would it not be well, O master, to inform_the public of the object of
having two Deputy Magistrates as Municipal Chairmen at the cost of Govern-
ment ? The public are unable to understand why Government should be so
willing to pay & Chairman, when an efficient Chairman can be had for nothing,
And why should this attempt be ma(.le in }Snrdw?.n and Bhagalpur only ? s
it because to appoint an official Chairman is to circumscribe self-government ?
The Chairman is the master and not the servant of the Municipality. If the
rate-payers, therefore, be deprived of the right of electing the Chairman the
will be totally deprived of self-government. ¢ Everything in this box 13
yours, only I keep tho key in mX possession.” What respectable man will seek
to become Commissioner on ¢on itions like these ? Will not the dignity of the -
Commissioners be lowered if they have to carry out the orders of the official
Chairman in every matter ? You are our insiructor in these matters. Tell us
whether it would not be 8o. ' s 2N
Is there, O master, no man in the Burdwan and Bhagalpur Municipalities
who can perform efficiently the duties of Chairman ? If there be not such a

admitted that there is no man in_any Municipality in Bengal who is fit to
become Municipal Chairman, and that being admitted, it clearly follows that
Government should provide every Municipality in the Province with a paid
Clairman at its own cost; for it would not be right to make any difference
between Municipalities in this matter. Do you, O ruler, wish to bring one
Municipality after another under your control with a view to demonstrate
the worthlessness of Bengalis? No, no, you are thg representative of the
most powerful English Government, and as such you are incapable of
o mean @ trick. There must be some  deep esign at the root of
this action of yours. Be that object what it may, stop, O master,
and do not interfere with self-government since your well-educated disciples
and poor subjects are extremely pained at it. Mr. Bourdillon, we earnestly
entreat you to stop. Stop yet, and God will bless you. '

(f )—Questions affecting the land.
32. fTEe)th'kas [ Barisal] of the 16th June complains that great oppres:

. gon is being committed on the people by the.
Caﬁ’;;};’f;“‘;;;‘ck;,‘g“;e_ settlement  gp7q and choprasis of the settleg:anlz camps in

Backergunge, not unoften with the connivance of the
officers in charge of the camps. People are constantly receiving names like .
¢ sala’® © haramzada, &c., and thrashings at the hands of the underlings. A
correspondent draws attention to the treatment which three men, Gahar Ali
of Khapura, Yakub Khan of Dudbalman, and Ochman Khan of Bharpas
received atthe hands of the amle and chaprasis of the Sahebgan) camp, and
;n_le of1 fthcm, Yakub Khan, at the hands of the Deputy Collector in~ charge
iimeelf, ; :

33. The Medini Bandliad [Mrli‘dnapore] of the 17th June says:— i

ppressi 5.4 he survey operations in the Contai kDS
a8 {d;,:‘;’;‘r;’{hi‘;’;fgh:;;f'“ ' mahals have beer}; susrs;)ended‘on account of the rains.
. But & survey of the pargapa Balarampur, nes
Khargapur, has been taken up. Here, too, the amins and the chain-men ar
greatly oppressing the raiyats. They are forcibly taking from the raiyats articles
of food without paying glor them.  Coolies are made to work alF day long
without remuneration. Raiyats offering resistance are beaten. The " people
of Balarampur pargana are in great distress on account of scarcity ©
food conscquent on the failure of the rains, and their distress is beilg
aggravated by'tich oppression, b ' i

s S ‘ ‘
) “H ‘uu.‘
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(9)— Railways and communications, including canals and irrigation.
34.7 The Suhrid [Noakhali] of the 15th June has the following = (

Railway complaints.

Greatinconvenience is suffered by passengers on
the Laksam-Noakhali section of the Assam-Bengal

SOHRID,

June 15ih, 1908,

" Railway. The cars are frequently overcrowded. The number of passengers —
has largely increased, but the number of cars has not been increased in
sroportion. It is mot unusual to find the ticket-collectors locking up for a
small bribe a compartment with only three or four passengers in it, while
———thrusting 15 or 16 persons in another compartment. The booking clerks open

their window only a few minutes before the arrival of the trains, thuse — ~—

putting the passengers to great trouble. The booking clerks purposely do so
in order that they may find an opportunity to defraud passengers by taking
their money and in the golmai omitting to deliver them any tickets in
return. Want of drinking-water is another cause of complaint. There is no
_ arrangement for supplying the passengers with drinking-water both at the

Laskam and Noakhali sta

tions. Passengers for Noakhali have to change at

Laksam' and wait for about six hours before they can get the train for
Noakhali. Want of water is acutely felt by them while waiting in the changing

station.

83, A correspondent of the Bankura Darpan [Bankura] of the 16th June

Irrigation works forthe Bankura
district.-

of water as well as from

SAYS i— A
y The inbubitants of the Bankuyra district are

poor and ignorant, and suffer greatly from want
disease, It would be impossible to ameliorate their

condition unless the Government comes to their rescue. The Government has
- indeed spent a few hundred rupees in digging wells. But these wells can at

best partially supply the

want of pure drinking-water, and are altogether

insufficient for coping with the needs of agricultural operations. The Supreme
Government should excavate irrigation canals in those districts where they are
needed and practicable, repair the old existing canals, and dig large tanksin
suitable places. No doubt this will require outlay of money, but even the
poor raiyats of Bankura will not refuse to contribute in aid of the necessary

funds 1n the shape of a

water-tax, when they donsider the large benefits

that are likely to accrue to the agriculture of the district from the execution

of such torks.

36, The S8ri Sri Visknu Priya-o-Ananda Bazar Patrika [Calcqftaj of the 17th

. A complaint against a railway
jamadar,

June says:— L
- A certain railway jamadar unnecessarily
harassed the ladies travelling with a Sub-Deputy

Collector b cvfpelling them tochange from one compartment to another at the
Asansol railway station. On the latter’s objecting to the change, the jamadar
abused him in insulting language, The Sub-Deputy Collector made a complaint
to the Sub-Inspector of Police, who sent a constable to inquire. DBut the jama-
dar used abusive languuge towards both the constable and the Sub-Inspector.
If a person in the position of a Sub-Deputy Collector could be treated in this
fashion; it may be very well imagined what treatment is accorded to common

people.

Tramear accidents in Calcutta.

accidents have proved to

ties, a large number of dea

87.  Referring to the tramcar accidents in Calcutta, the Sanjivani [Calcutta]

of the 18th June says:— — -
Like fever, cholera, and the plague, the tramcar

BANRURA DARPAN,
June 16th, 1903,

SRI SRr1 VISHNU
. Priva-o-
ANANDA BAZAR
PATRIKA,

June 17th, 1908.

SANJIVANI,
June 18th, 1903

t8 have _to be another pestilence in Calcutta. But like the
others, it is not irremediable. Owing to the negligence of the tramway authori-

ths have occurred within a short time. How long

will the authorities remain so indifferent ?

88. The same paper

The railway collision on the Ben-
gal North-Western K ailway.

says that a fearful collision occurred between
a passenger train and a goods train midway between
the stations Bandwar Chak and Sonepur on the
Bengal North-Western Railway. The fearful nature

) of the scene after the collision cannot be adequately described in words.
~ Probably many of the dead
What object the Railway C

he Company has report

were removed to some other place during the night.
ompany had in view in doing this none .can say.
ed that fourteen persons were killed and forty

)
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wounded, But only the statements of the eye-witnesses and of the inhabitants
of the locality can give an adequate idea of the fearful nature of the occurrence
29. The Hitavadi [Calcutta) of the 19th June publishes the followiné
Rdilway complaints. (1\ Babu -Sailanidrs. Biat@malarers g
: / Foei ‘ yya, writing
from Tamluk, complains of the want of a waiting-room in the Kolaghat station
on the Bengal Nagpur Railway, which causes great inconvenience and hardship
to such passengers as come from Tamluk by the Ghatal steamer line and have
to wait at the station for two or three hours at midday before they get a train
There is a corrugated iron shed below the station embankment, but it is open ol
all sides and without any arrangement for seats. Besides these, the excrements
of stray cattle, who have free access into it, and other sorts of dirt, make i
quite unfit for use. Watermen are never found in the stations from Kolaghat
to Midnapore. This causes great hardship to passengers in this hot season,
Complaint is also made of irregularity it the starting of the passenger train
which ought to leave the Midnapore station at 4-15 .M. -

(2) BabuKedarNath Mitra, writing from Chandernagore, takes exception to
the decision of Babu. Srinath Sen, a Deputy Magistrate of Hooghly, in fininga
certain daily passenger named Abhay Charan Sarkar Rs. 7 for travelling with
a monthly ticket issued in the name, U. C. Sarkar. Abhay Babu claimed the

ticket to be really his, and asked the authorities to produce the man U. C, Sarkar
if he was not the man. The railway authorities are requested to look into the
matter.

3) Harendra Nath Das, writing from the Pateswari station, Dhubri, says
that on the 5th May last he booked a kid from the Pateswari station to the Dhubri
station under receipt No. 8. At the latter station the station-master misappro-
priated it and drove away the correspondent with insults.

(4) Babu Brajer Chand Goswaui, writing from Nadia, says that on the 30th
March last he went to the Santipur station and “asked the station-master and
booking clerk for 15 tickets from that place to the Kulchharhi station on the

Brahmaputra-Sultanpur Branch line. The station-master asked him to take
tickets for Santahar because, he said, there were then no tickets for Kulchharhi
in the station. On this the correspondent asked him to write out blank tickets,
bécause the passengers who were to travel with them being females, would be
put to great difficulty in purchasing new tickets in the Santahar station. - The
station-master said rather angrily that he could not write out 15 blank tickets,
although there was stiil one hour for the arrival of the train: = The correspondent
¢aid that it was for purposeslike this that the Railway Company employed men.
On this the station-master got furiously enraged and abused him. The correspon-
dent was thus obliged to tdke tickets to Santahar. } 28 3

(5) Kamala Kanta Chatterji, writing from Bankura, says that theft of booked
goods of every description by railway servants on the Bengal-Nagpur Railway
has assumed such a fearful magnitude as to frighten the merchants of that gart
of the country about their trades, * 'I'he railway authorities shield their subor
dinates and refuse the claims of plundered merchants on the ground of  risk-
notes.” Oil, ghee, tobacco, and many other things are booked under ¢ risk-notes,”
and the railway authorities ignore all responsibility for their loss, even when
they are stolen by railway servants. :

(6) Babu Hari Prasad Majumdar, writing from Akhuria, Tippera, says that
at 11 A, on the 3rd April last a young woman was roughly handled by &
chaprasi attached to the Bhingara station on the Assam-Bengal Railway for
entering a second class compartment by mistake. The correspondent brought
the matter to the notice of the station-master and the head guard of the tras,

but to no effect. Babu Jaladhar Laskar, a signaller attached to the Chandpur

station, witnessed the chaprasi’s conduct. ' ;
40. A correspondent of the same paper says that repeated failures of
crops caused in {he Daltakharai, Paharpur, and

Keoramal parganas within  the Contai khas

mahal in the Midnapore district by the want 0

proper drainage in regard to the surplus waters accumulating in their fields have

Drought the cultivators to the verge of utter destitution. Last year they h&

to sell whatever moveable prop(}r_ty they possesed for their subsistence. Many
of them were obliged to leave their homes in quest of employment clsewhere,

The drainage of a khas mahal
in the Midnapore district.
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