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This is the way the world ends
This is the way the world ends
This is the way the world ends
Not with a bang, but a whimper !
—T.S. Eliot : ‘The Hollow Men.’
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Our civilisation comprehends great variety and complexity
playing upon a refined sensibility, must produce various and
complex results. The poet must become more and more
comprehensive, more allusive, more indirect, in order to force, to
disolate, if necessary, language into his meaning,

—T.S. Eliot : ‘Selected Essays’, p. 289.
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He has need of darkness to perceive some light,
And need of grief to feel some bliss,
He has need of death to find a greater life.

—Sri Aurobindo ; SAVITRI, Book III, Canto IV,
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Here is no water but only rock—
Rock and no water and sandy road.
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Editorial

“Is there so small a range
In the present strength of manhood, that the high
Imagination cannot freely fly
As she was wont of old? premare her steeds,
Paw up against the light, and do strange deeds
Upon the clouds? Has she not shown us all?
From the clear space of ether, to the small
Breath of new buds unfolding? From the meaning
Of Jove’s large eye-brow, to the tender greening
Of April’s meadows? Here her altar shone,
E’en in this (college): and who could paragon
The fervid choir that lifted up a noise
Of harmony, to where it aye will poise
Its mighty self of convoluting sound,
Huge as a planet, and like that roll round,
Eternally around a dizzy void?
Ay, in those days the Muses were nigh cloy’d
With honours; nor had any other care
Than to sing out and sooth their wavy hair.”

Thus said Keats, and thus say I, restricting myself, of course, to the world
of Presidency College and its students. This very magazine had given of
its best in days gone by, and the pens of the students had produced stuff
worthy to be taken note of by the enlightened public at large. But now,
apparantly, all that is indeed gone by. To continue with Keats:

“But ye were dead
To the things ye knew not of,—were closely wed
To musty laws lined out with wretched rule
And compass vile: so that ye taught a school
Of dolts to smooth, inlay, and clip, and fit,
Till, like the certain wand of Jacob’s wit,”
(Brilliantly did they in exams. only)
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Although I would never use Keats’s strong terms, he seems to express beauti-
fully, if taken in a modified manner, the state of affairs in this college, as
far as the magazine is concerned. It seems to me that it is a task fit for
any Hercules to make the Presidency College students write interestingly
and fittingly for a magazine. Not that I am claiming to be any Hercules;
far from it. The students give the impression that they can write only on
answer papers and nowhere else. Or, that they have prematurely got
into the habit of famous writers who are proverbially tight-fisted about
their writings, and have to be cajoled and bullied to honour their readers
with their immemorial words. I strongly hope that our students are not
labouring under the misconception that they are already famous writers.

This editorial is not a complaint. It is a mere statement, offered for
all it is worth—making the world, or that part of it which is concerned
in this matter, cognizant with the existence of an irrefutable fact, viz., that
the Presidency College students, apparantly, cannot write in such a manner
as would make their own magazine fit to be read from top to bottom
by themselves. The first contribution in this section puts this fact very
nicely; I wish that more could write thus on not writing.

My predecessors had been concerned with far weightier matters, and
had propounded their views on students’ unrest and the mode of examina-
tion with the proper academic preciseness and aloofness. Let the mantle
of Elijah rest upon their worthy shoulders, but not for me any such aloof-
ness when vital issues stare me in the eye, viz., that the Presidency students
display a woeful lack of initiative and capability for their own college
magazine. I intend to thrash this matter out, casting aloofness to the wind.

The college magazine should be the embodiment of the spontaneous
and, one should imagine, prolific mental activity of its members. Thus,
when it is discovered that a solitary issue of the magazine is fighting for
its very existence for lack of suitable contributions, one has a right to feel
alarmed and depressed. It indicates a stagnation of the minds of young
people. Stagnation in any form is pitiable, but when it goes so far as
to curdle the hot blood of youth, it is terrible indeed. And when such
conditions are met with in the premier educational institution of the State,
where the best students come to learn and the best teachers teach, it is
lamentable to the extreme!

I am being bold, rashly or wisely, I know not as yet; and as I hope
to be out of your reach by the time this magazine makes its appearance,
I think that I can safely assume the role of the castigator. From the
time I had joined this college for the first time, six years ago, I had
always heard a set complaint about the college magazine—that it was
high-brow, that it was meant for research scholars only. And, in all fair-
ness, I would not say that the complaint was entirely unjustified. The
Presidency College Magazine ‘was a sort of show-piece; to be pointed at



EDITORIAL 3

with pride, but rarely to be read wholly with interest. I had watched
with interest and sympathy the struggle for freeing the magazine from
this stigma. And acting on the principle that failure is better than in-
difference, I had decided on a policy of as radical a change as would be
possible under the circumstances. Most of the students, I found, were
under the impression, and not uncorrectly so, that unless a piece of writing
proved to be beyond the appreciation of most students, it would not be
deemed worthy to be published in the magazine. I have tried to dispel
this system by choosing as far as possible such articles as would interest
any student, whatever may be his particular subject or class. As a result,
the magazine might lose some of its prestige-value, but, I hope, will
gain equally in popularity. I know it is questionable to put such an
established magazine to new paces, and I beg the pardon of every one
concerned for this experiment.

The college is constituted of boys and girls, of professors; they are
human, and they think in the same #ay as other human beings do. I
believe that the college magazine is the organ by means of which these
human beings, the life-blood of the institution, should express their inner-
most thoughts and ideas, their genuine hopes and inclinations, without
being clogged down by any fear of high-handed censorship from any
quarters. I believe that to make the students write only one type of
articles is to waste a huge amount of latent talent, and to dampen enthu-
siasm which is vital for the healthy growth of such an organisation as
the college magazine. I believe that the thought-processes of the students
cannot be made to conform to one level only; nor can the real, under-
lying nature of the boys and girls be suppressed by publishing such articles
as will convey only a glorified and misleading impression of the college
as a whole. All the Presidency College students are not enamoured of
“Symmetry, Parity and Antimatter”; nor with the “Use of Radio Isotope
In Medicine and Industry”; nor are they concerned with the Dialectics
of Marxian Economy or the Capitalist Diplomatic System. Such subjects
are specialised ones, and, I am sure, will prove to be of the greatest
interest and merit in their proper fields. But the field of the college maga-
zine, I believe, is a much commoner field, where any one should have a
right to look for such articles as would be appreciated by all. And I
have acted on my beliefs.

If a piece of writing bears the unmistakable stamp of sincerity and
does not denote any defect of thought, it has an uncontestable right of
being considered for publication. Let the outside world know our students
—through the medium of the college magazine, which is ideally equipped
to carry out this mission. If the bulk of the articles show a bias towards
the insignificant and the jejune—let it be so. If, on the other hand, they
prove to be very humanly concerned with the elemental problems that
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beset nature—why, let it be so, with all its nakedness and crudity. And
if they tend towards abstruse and forbidding technical subjects—still let
it be so. Truth should not be sacrificed. The correct and unalloyed pic-
ture should be presented, which carries with it a vigour all its own. This
has been my humble endeavour. I do not know whether I have made a mess
of it all or succeeded in some small measure. It is left to the readers to
judge and deliver the verdict. And if it is thumbs-up, then I would have
it known that there are many to whom I owe my gratitude for help
rendered, especially to the Navana Printing Works for having done an
extremely quick job.



On Writing

SukrLa Ray
Fourth Year, English

An hour has passed !
Yet, why does the paper remain blank as before ?
A procession of parallel lines stretch over this
and into the next page —
Then end abruptly. A hopeless search for inky strokes,
Ends at the inevitable craggy shores of the blank mind.

A sheer drop ! And below seethes the heaying mass of vague,
unbodied, ambitious ideas.
The mad churning forming a thick foamy blanket
Of spluttering bubbles, from which no single thought
may take shape.
Break ! Break! O Waves, against the unrelenting
barrier of the void —
Until the very rocks begin to crack and crumble and fall away.
And one single wave surmounts the other
and floods the plains above !

Meanwhile the ink dries and the tooth has

Scarred the pen into unrecognizable mutilation.

A border garlands the blank space on the paper.

Vague wanderings of a searching mind,

The scribbles show the progression from vagueness to oblivion,
From the penumbra to the umbra of the shadowy brain.
The second hour strikes !

The paper remains as before —

Blank, stark, glaring — White !



To Our Critics

Ranu GuHA
Fourth Year, History

In our schools and colleges, in social gatherings, in public meetings, in
newspapers and magazines—wherever our elders have a chance to express
themselves—we are told that the students of today are rash, indisciplined,
mean, selfish and disobedient; they do not have any high ideals or moral
precepts. In a word, the society in futuré cannot expect anything from us,
the students. We are bitterly criticized, we are laughed at, we are ridiculed!

But I would ask these severe critics to pause for a moment and hear
what we have to say jn this matter.

Before castigating us as “dbgenerate” and “worthless” please remember
that we are born in a chaotic age of indecision and degradation. Our
childhood days were overshadowed by the clouds of the Second World War
and the gloom is growing in intensity as days go by. All the old values
are crumbling down. There is economic instability everywhere, stark un-
employment faces us in the future. There are too many “isms” all around
us. Which God are we to follow? We fail to understand the turns and
twists in world politics today. The so-called leaders in our country also are
themselves swayed by love of power and love of wealth—they only lead us
astray. The patriots whom we once worshipped as heroes have been found
to have feet of clay. In policies, in education in our schools, colleges and
universities—everywhere there is utter inefficiency and confusion.

Is it any wonder that we, who are groping in the dark, without any
ideals before us and without any true leader who can lead us in the path
of discipline and unity and with the monsters of want, hunger and un-
employment always staring at us, shall indulge in acts of indiscipline and
recklessness through sheer desperation?

I ask our elders, have they set a very good example of unity and
discipline before us which we can safely follow? What right do they have
to call us indisciplined when there is an utter lack of discipline in all their
actions? What right have they to condemn us for lack of high ideals when
they can scarcely show us any? Why brand us as selfish, mean and jealous
when your selfishness, meanness and jealousy have travelled beyond the
scope of even our youthful imagvinations?

When our elders criticise us and paint a very rosy picture of their young
days, we know it is nothing but the common human failing of nostalgic
pining for the past. The past, shed of its thorns, appears in retrospect
always as happy and bright. But we know that our elders when they were
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students were often as boisterous and as irresponsible as sometimes we are.
Are we any worse off than the students of the twenties, thirties, forties
or fifties of this century when our critics themselves were students? Did
not the elders in those periods decry the Young Bengal for their irreverence,
irresponsibility and indiscipline? So when we hear bitter criticism against
us, is it any wonder that sometimes we smile in our sleeves and recall from
the pages of history what their elders said about our present elders when
they were young students!

We admit we have our faults. Many of us are often swayed into acts
of indiscipline, and sometimes violence, at the slightest provocation. Some
of us pose as great intellectuals and in an effort to impress others belittle
the truly greats over a cup of coffee. A few are even great connoisseurs
of art and literature and only make themselves objects of ridicule when
they step beyond their world of makebelieve.

But it must be remembered that yougg students cannot pause and
think like mature and experienced grown-ups. They are easily swayed by
their hearts, specially when there is provocation. The gloomy present and
still gloomier future make young people naturally frustrated and irrespons-
ible. This is no apology for acts of violence but let our critics pause and
consider sympathetically how far the economic and social instability' con-
tributed towards the sporadic outbursts of violence in the student com-
munity. The world of makebelieve is a direct result of the natural tendency,
of young minds to shrink from the stark reality of today.

We ask our critics: have we nothing to be praised for at all? The
students do have talents and show promise for the future. We are confident
—from amongst us will spring national heroes of tomorrow. The students
have always been the standard-bearers in the struggle for freedom. While
the elders talk and hesitate, the students fling themselves in the midst of
movements without any fear for their lives or future. They eagerly give
their lives for the cause while others parley. ,

So we appeal to our critics: Please try to understand us and have a
little consideration for our feelings. Do not judge us from your adult and
mature point of view. Try to understand our problems and help us to find
our way through the maze that is around us. We are ourselves aware of
our failings and do not need cruel reminders at every step. Pull us up now
and then by all means, but do not brand us—"“for ever lost to society”.
Give praise where praise is due for a few words of encouragement can do
miracles where canes and red eyes fail. We appeal to you—have a little
more sympathy, patience and love.



The British Impact on India

RaxuaL CuaNDRA NATH
Sixth Year, Arts

The impact of one civilisation over another is always a fascinating
study. But the risks are here greater of running into hasty generalisations
and indulging in over-simplified statements. One important consideration,
therefore, we would like to point out right at the outset. This is the point
of duration. In politics, as in physical science, when one body impinges
upon another, the effect of the impact is determined not only by its force
but to a great extent also by its duration. This is important because very
often one forgets how short hasybeen the duration of the British impact on
India. The period during which British influence was paramount all over
India is hardly more than about a hundred years—short by comparison
with the five hundred years of Muslim rule, and a fleeting moment in the
long history of India. It might then seem improbable that so brief an in-
terruption to the general course of Indian development should have left
behind it any significant and permanent result.

The improbability becomes greater when one realises the highly deve-
loped and complex civilisation with which the British came into contact.
That civilisation is an amalgam of two elements: one Hindu and one
Muslim. The latter is famous for its highly uncompromising character and
the former’s flexibility and absorptive capacity are also proverbially true.
In a word, the main elements in Indian life and thought are in fact highly
self-protective. It might therefore be presumed that the relatively brief
impact of the British rule would have left little permanent mark. But
history tells us that some of the evident effects of that rule have come to
take on an appearance of permanence.

Though we orientals stigmatise European civilisation as profoundly
materialistic, it is, strangely enough, in the realm of ideas that British in-
fluence on India has been strongest. The most important illustration is to be
found in the development of Indian nationality and the growth of Indian
nationalism. That happened through a complex process. For instance, a
strong and ubiquitous Central Government, administering a uniform system
of law with a degree of efficiency, relentlessly imposed an unprecedented
homogeneity. The Tamil, the Bengali, and the Guzrati for the first time
obeyed the same law and observed the same forms in their dealings with
authority; and in the process they were insensibly drawn closer together.
Secondly, the introduction of English education brought the upper middle
classes under the influence of western thought at a time when nationalism
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was the most vital factor in the life of Europe, while at the same time the
English language provided them with a common medium of communication.
The development of the Press also helped the growth of a common con-
sciousness. Thus, one language could penetrate the vast area of India.

But the process of unification has not been wholly advantageous, for,
the development of a strong Central Government has gone to undermine
those village institutions in which the native political genius of India was
most truly displayed. Despite protests from the wisest administrators, the
East India Company steadily destroyed the political importance of the
villages, and few things in British rule are more pathetic than the attempts,
during the last seventy years, to recreate those village institutions. “This
loss,” opines Sir Percival Griffiths, “must in fairness be set against the gain
which has resulted from political unity.”

The new belief in the rule of law is one most important result of the
British rule. The newness of this conception only means that this principle
is now so deeply entrenched in Indian hearts that “even tyranny must now
proceed according to the forms of law.”

And it is to some extent an historical accident that these two ideas of
the rule of law and the principle of nationality led to the final establish-
ment of the parliamentary system of government in India. Discussion may
be started about the suitability of this system to the political genius of the
Indian people, but the truth is that in the twentieth century it would have
been psychologically impossible for Britain to offer, or for India to receive,
self-government in any other than the parliamentary form. It is no doubt
an exotic plant; and twelve or thirteen years is too short a time in the life
of a nation to form the basis of a prediction, yet at the moment the parlia-
mentary system seems admittedly and firmly entremched in the Indian
way of life.

Although it is in the political sphere that the influence of British thought
has been most spectacular, equally important has been the impact of western
science. Through the medium of English, the scientific spirit, for long
buried in spiritual infatuation, had been rekindled. Indian students have
not infrequently outstripped their western teachers, and in the twentieth
century the name of Jagadish Chandra Bose was to attest the position of
India in the world of international science. The influences that brought
about this mighty change were, in a sense, not British but European; but
it was through British agency that they were brought to bear and they
must surely be reckoned as an important aspect of the impact of the British
rule.

The revolution in Indian scientific thought necessarily had its effects
on all other departments of learning. Educated Indians today have com-
pletely assimilated western modes of thought and expression; and European
and Indian writers on political, economic or other subjects operate almost

B
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within the same framework of thought. The Indian mind which was
cribbed, cabined and confined for centuries, became free. It had moved
in the same old grooves for years; now it began to move on unchartered
waters and unpathed shores.

The change had not, however, been wholly for the better, for it has
, given a materialistic twist to Indian thought and has introduced a worship
of wealth which was not present in India of the Vedas or the Epics. But
it is also plain that intellectual India has thereby received a dynamic impulse
and has become once more creative. For good or for ill, western scientific
thought has thus conditioned the Indian approach to all the problems of
life, whether practical or speculative.

This degree of conditioning is most clear in relation to Hinduism.
British influence has reacted on Hinduism principally in three ways. In
the first place, it led a small but important section of highly educated In-
dians to abandon their traditional Hindu thoughts and feelings and to
adopt a western outlook on life and philosophy. These thorough-going
occidentalists were for a time very influential, but their influence gradually
diminished as nationalism began to take shape.

There was then a growth of reformed sects such as Brahmo Samaj,
which aimed at a synthesis of the best in Hinduism and Christianity. They
too faded into the background in the twentieth century.

No less important was the reaction produced on men who feared their
immemorial faith would be swept aside by new-fangled ideas and so rose
stoutly to its defence. The mjlitant orthodoxy which they developed com-
bined readily with—and indeed inspired—the new nationalism, to produce
a mighty spiritual force. Thus, without in the least intending to do so,
the British revived . Hinduism after its long period of stagnation and
uncertainty.

The influence of this sort, however, did not so easily and successfully
penetrate deep down to the villages of India. Yet the point is established
beyond doubt that outside events and trends of thought press more closely
upon the villager today than ever before and they are unlikely to leave his
beliefs and customs unchanged. In fact, the intrusion of the outside world
into the villages is one direct result of British rule.

Then turning to the British economic impact on India, it is possible
to see a threefold effect. It has, first, introduced India to modern industrial
and commercial methods, other developments following suit; it has vastly
expanded agricultural and industrial productivity and so increased the
national wealth; and it has probably made life a little more comfortable
for the average man. It is scarcely, therefore, too much to say that by the
end of the period of British rule India has been well equipped for rapid
economic progress, not only by reason of the material developments that
have taken place, but still more because she had learnt the art of modern
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business and industrial management, and had beeh strongly imbued with
the scientific and industrial spirit of the West.

Thus, there have been gains as well as losses, but there can be little
doubt which way the balance lies. Considering all these, the conclusion,
therefore, seems inescapable that the question of the British impact on
India is no longer one of mere academic contention; it is now a fact of
history, and as such it cannot be denied or ignored without impairing the
cause of historical verity.

Writing History : A Revaluation

CHITTABRATA PaLIT
Sixth Year, Modern History

How to write history is a problem which has drawn a wide variety of
opinions from historiographers. To understand the problem, a study of the
process followed in writing history and difficulties that arise at different
stages should be most illuminating.

Events of the world are in a continuum, chained by cause and effect.
It is impossible for a single historian to record all such events, in every
necessary detail. World histories that we have today, are all general obser-
vations of the salient features of the subject. In such works, the author
dominates more than facts warrant.

On this issue, modern historians feel in different ways. In our period,
we find nationalistic States engaged in a battle of nerves and a race of arms.
Universal brotherhood has become a myth. Under the lengthening shadow
of doom, we talk of man, instead of man and of States, in preference to the
world at large. It is the duty of the historians to write world histories for
emotional integration of mankind and avoid emphasis on national State.

If history is to be harnessed to the cause of world peace and prosperity
and if that is the pressing need in these troubled times, the plea for world
history should have good grounds though such works suffer from obvious
limitations. For fuller and more intensive scientific knowledge, a ramified
treatment of history appears to be more desirable.

Ramification of historical knowledge, implies classification of facts under
different heads. Hence, in recent times, penetrative studies of various as-
pects of history, i.e., economic, social, military, etc., have come out and addi-



12 PRESIDENCY COLLEGE MAGAZINE

tions are being made every now and then. These are outcome of deep
research and say little beyond facts. But such specialisations have one
possible shortcoming. These make one forget the totality of history.

It is not true to say that specialised study rules out the intrusion of
the author’s personality. In marshalling facts of even a sectional history,
omission and commission according to importance are inescapable. This is
because facts are numerous and confusing. There is no generally accepted
yardstick for this except the one of personal preference. If the period is
very short, for instance a decade at best, history of a particular country
can be told in all necessary details. It may be noted that this type of re-
search would mean tremendous labour of more than one scholar. This
alone would dampen the enterprise of historians facing the history of long
ages. The task is likely to be insurmountable and futile.

Thus, even at the rudimentary stage, personal choice or bias comes in,
not to speak of larger histories where greater and more austere selection
of facts is made, resting entirely on the author’s preference. There are in-
stances galore of palpable bias in the works of imperialist, doctrinaire,
patriotic and partisan historians, which can be easily detected. But there
are histories, called objective and dispassionate, which are brilliant though
unsuccessful attempts to reach the target.

Leaving aside the question of bias, we may turn to another complexity
of a graver nature. It is admitted that events of our world are an endless
series. But records of these events are too few and these again are not linked
up by cause and effect as is required in constructing history. The annals,
chronicles, documents and other source-materials are often fragmentary.
To trace the missing links in the chain, historians resort to working hypo-
theses. Here, chances of a pitfall are not slender. The research worker
may be guided by his own pre-conceived notions and seek in the sources
only those evidences which would go to prove his own view-point. This
had been the case with Machiavelli who derived only those facts from
Livy which strengthened his theory. This is a common fault with all his-
torians who try to patternize facts in history.

While talking of the predominance of scientific processes in writing
history, one must not be oblivious of the methods adopted in the field of
arts. History from this standpoint, is not only presentation of facts, but also
interpretation of facts. Presentation of facts alone may be called—as it was
called in bygone days—a chronicle or an annal. Interpretation of facts
constitutes an integral part of history. In the light of different opinions all
the pros and cons of a collection of facts are revealed. A historian apparent-
ly has something more to give to the readers than a scribe. Personal opinion
constitutes that original contribution of the historian to the hisorical studies.
Bias it may be called, but it is wholesome. Apart from the derivations which
follow from facts, the historian may throw suggestions leading to further
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researches. But more of opinion and less of facts should not be given undue
indulgence, for, philosophy of history and history itself are different.

Finally, a few words on the style of writing history. The problem of
presentation has been hotly debated. Modern view on the subject is that
history should be written in strict logical sequence, precisely, and without
“much rhetoric. Diction must not envelop matter. This makes history a
science, which, howeyer, is not altogether undesirable. But the champion
of the opposite view. Trevelyan,' was of opinion that history should be
written with a special effort to make it interesting and lively. Otherwise,
history would lose its universal appeal and remain confined to the closet
of scholars. Moreover, history deals with past experience of man. These
cannot happen a second time before the present generation. A historian
should try with all the rhetoric at his command to resurrect the past with
all its colours, tumults and other signs of life. This done, history becomes
a subject of absorbing interest where the mind, restless in the thraldom of
the present, can have a full play.

Without being carried away by either view, attempts should be made
to strike a synthesis between scientific analysis of facts and an enthralling
diction.

Tt is sad to refer to Trevelyan as a past authority, dead and gone, because
he was alive in a real sense only a week before this essay was composed.

Rer.: 'Renier: History: its method and purpose.
* Trevelyan: Autobiography and other Essays.



Chopin : The Lonely Pilgrim
Uwma Roy
Fourth Year, History

@

It is more than a century ago that Chopin lived. Today he is no more,
but the music he created is still with us. Styles and fashions have changed;
manners and modes of life are different today. Yet, even after a century
of upheavals, Chopin’s music remains constant beyond question. His place
in history is small, but significant and secure; his influence on the course of
musical development* was considerable. For most of his career he was a
sick man, wasted by the tuberculosis that ended his life before he was forty.
He lived as an exile, w1thdrawn\and lonely in spite of those who were
devoted to him. It was as if he lived for music and for music alone. He
was a miniaturist, who thought in terms of the piano and knew little besides.

Chopin appeared as a harbinger of the Romantic movement. Restless
minds, who were bringing the movement to birth, recognized immediately
that in Chopin they had a musician who was instinctively shaping those
new thoughts, and the means of expressing them, for which they, too, were
searching. He put his innermost self into his music, but outwardly he gave
little of his personality. There was always a great distance between Chopin
the man, wearing his mask of politeness and bland reserve, and Chopin
the uninhibited poet of the piano. This duality, in fact, was reflected in his
music too.

At the height of his fame in Paris, Chopin seemed the epitome of
aristocratic charm. The pianist’s outstanding taste in clothes and innate
refinement of manners in the salons caused a flutter among the Parisiénnes.
His pianism added to the excitement. “He is a poet in sound,” wrote
Heinrich Heine, “and nothing is quite like the delights he lavishes on us
when he sits at the keyboard and improvises. At such times he is neither
Pole, Frenchman nor German; he betrays a far higher origin and seems
to come from the land of Mozart, Raphael and Goethe”...... Yet, once
the moment Heine describes so lyrically had passed, the musician withdrew
into his unapproachable self; and the mask of cool politeness veiled his
personality. Beneath it raged a perpetual battle of the spirit between the
intense seekings of an unsatisfied imagination and the discouraged rejection
of a hesitant will in relation to the world around him.

Throughout the short and increasingly painful road by which the

* It goes without saying that when we speak of ‘music’ in this essay we refer
to Western music. We make the point in this muted aside to save tiresome quali-
fications in the text.
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composer travelled from a village outside Warsaw to a grave in a Paris
cemetery, his roots remained firmly grounded in his homeland. They deter-
mined the nature of his friendships as much as the character of his music,
and the circumstances of his childhood shaped his complex personality.
He was the son of Nicholas Chopin, a French peasant from Lorraine who
had emigrated to Poland at the age of 16, had married a Polish wife and
become a tutor in various noble families. Frédéric Francois Chopin was
born in 1810. He was the third of four children; the others were all girls
and they, like the boy, were unusually gifted.

Soon after the son’s birth, Chopin’s father was appointed professor
of French at the newly-founded Lyceum at Warsaw, and the family moved
from the village of Zelazowa Wola to an apartment in the centre of the
town. It brought them into close contact with the social and artistic life
of Warsaw, from which the boy picked up his refined manners. His father,
who was pleasant and easy-going, did ligtle to check the tendency shown
by his wife and daughters to spoil his brilliant only son. Frederick became
used to having his own way and thus later disappointments affected him
the more intensely.

It was from his childhood that Chopin showed an extraordinary
sensitivity to music. Long before he was six years old, Chopin had begun
exploring the piano keyboard. And this spirit of improvisation persisted
in all the music he later played and composed. Although the boy was
given lessons in rudiments and theory, he was virtually a self-taught pianist.
He devised his own method of performing, through a completely natural
predisposition. He quickly learned to write down his musical ideas, and
his first Polonaise was published when he was seven. Very soon after, he
made his appearance at public concerts. Before entering the Warsaw Con-
servatoire at sixteen, Chopin’s rewards for youthful virtuosity included a
diamond ring from Tsar Alexander I and an inscribed gold watch from the
famous opera singer Angelica Catalani.

Thus passed his childhood days. Now he was forced into contact with
the realities of a world of which he knew little and thought about less, and
naturally the musician found himself desperately ill-equipped to come to
terms with it. He fell in love for the first time at the age of 19 with Con-
stantia Gladkowska, the daughter of a Warsaw civic official and an attrac-
tive singer. But Chopin could not bring himself to declare it, and expressed
his feelings in the Romance of the E minor Piano Concerto, the three Noc-
turnes of Op. 9 and the Lento con gran espressione in C-sharp minor.

Before he graduated from the Conservatoire, Chopin visited Berlin,
Prague, Teplitz and Dresden, but his first major public acclaim came with
the three Warsaw Concerts he gave in 1830, which were destined to be his
last appearances in his homeland. The part of Poland where the Chopins
lived was at this time under Russia and national feeling against Russian
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sovereignty was rising in Warsaw. It burst into open and abortive revolt
soon after Chopin had left Poland for the last time.

From Warsaw, Chopin came to Vienna. To win fame as a pianist,
Chopin knew that he must conquer Vienna, the culture capital of the
Hapsburgs. But his dreams were shattered. In Vienna he met with a suc-
cession of disappointments and set-backs. Vienna accepted his social graces
but, in the matter of professional concert givng, it left him to shift for him-
self; and, when he did so, refused to succumb. To crown these disappoint-
ments, came the reports of the failing revolution at home. Chopin was at
a loss: he could not go back nor could he afford to stay were he was.
The only possible answer was Paris. And the puzzled composer drifted
again.

It was during the early autumn of 1831 that Chopin reached Paris,
and at once the city worked its own fascination. For a while, the pianist
was again at ease with himself. Hgs modest apartment overlooked an equally
modest boulevard, the Boulevard Poissoniére, yet for Chopin it was ‘“the
most beautiful view in the world.”

Paris was then enjoying its newly-won liberty after the Second Revo-
lution. Romanticism was in full flood. Here Chopin found a galaxy of
young literary and artistic talent. Among the writers were Hugo, Balzac,
Dumas and Lamartine; Delacroix, Ingres and Delaroche were infusing a
new spirit into the pictorial arts; while Berlioz and Liszt were feeling their
way towards a revolution in music. They welcomed the Polish visitor
with spontaneous cordiality; and he, in his turn, rejoiced, if only temporari-
ly, at the splendour around him. Chopin’s conquest of the salons was rapid,
and one result was a stream of invitations to give lessons to the daughters
of noble families.

Yet it was not simply his ability to divert aristocratic minds that earned
for Chopin a place among the immortals: the music rather than the man
ensured his prestige then as it does now. By the time he reached Paris,
he had already composed a considerable number of works. Most famous were
the early Polonaises and Mazurkas—the first kind derived from a sophisticat-
ed dance of the Polish nobility and the second from a naive peasant dance.
Others were works intended for virtuoso concerts: the two Piano Concertos,
some Fantasias on Polish tunes and the Variations on La ¢i darem from
Mozart’s Don Giovanne, which earned from Schumann on its publication
in Germany the famous critical accolade, “Hats off, gentlemen, a genius!”
Apart from these relatively conventional forms, Chopin had also given ex-
pression to some of his deeper thoughts in the lyrical, elegiac pieces he
called Nocturnes; he had invested the Waltz with rich imaginative content,
and had begun to demonstrate his new conception of keyboard technique
in the first set of studies.

In spite of all the fame that Chopin had achieved, his dreams were never
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fulfilled. The bliss he glimpsed in his music was beyond his reach in life.
The results were a settled melancholy, a morose introspecton and unsettling
bursts of temper. Out of this restlessness came his extravagant and un-
expected eight years’ liaison with the novelist George Sand. The story of
their strange and rewarding union has been told often enough in biographies
of the composer and by George Sand herself. They fled to Majorca in
the autumn of 1838, and lived there until, three years before the composer’s
death. They lived in solitude and in happiness. George spent the nights
writing, and during the day she walked or was busy with the children,
while Chopin composed some of his most romantic pieces. The agony which
he was supposed to have felt, one stormy night, at not seeing George come
in, has been claimed to be the origin of the Prelude “the rain-drop.”

Chopin’s declining health was seriously affected by the disastrous winter
spent with Sand in Majorca. Sand, however, nursed him devotedly, and
continued to protect him from material wowgries even after their return home.
In such circumstances Chopin’s genius found itself during the final phase
as a composer. He completed the set of Preludes, which he had begun in
Majorca. He renewed his study of academic musical treatises, and broad-
ened his style to encompass the wider-ranging scope and depth of expression
in the Ballades, the last Impromptus, Nocturnes and Mazurkas, and espe-
cially the B-flat minor Scherzo, the F-minor Fantasia and the B-minor
Sonata. These were the works that influenced the mainstream of
musical development from Liszt to Wagner and beyond. But as always
with this tormented man the fulfilment in music was not reflected in life.
On October 17, 1849 he died attended by a devoted English disciple, a
daughter of George Sand and his sister Louise. Thus ended Chopin’s career
leaving behind for the listener a music constant in its power to delight each
succeeding generation. The complete Chopin, as far as we can reach back
to him now, is illuminated through the later masterpieces, like the F-minor
Ballade and the Fantasia, with their controlled sadness and savage outbursts
in sudden changes of mood. He was truly a pilgrim. “I have conquered
the erudite and the sensitive. That will be something to talk about,” he
wrote. He made no other prophecy, needed no other credentials.



Thoughts from Abroad

Asuis Gupra
Ex-Student

One of my particularly irresistible friends back home has just written
to me. His letter itself would have been an object of sufficient interest as
far as I am concerned. Evidently he is not one of those individuals who
would unnecessarily stir themselves to write a purposeless letter. When you
consider that I am excessively prone to a feeling of pampered smugness
every time I hear from a friend in India you will perhaps understand why
I have been mugged into spending this lovely night in front of this machine
when I could legitimately have wpndered off to the beach for some welcome
exercise -muscular, respiratory, and ocular. The letter had me almost chok-
ing with self-congratulation—to think that people still remembered me, to
think that my name could still be sneaking into sparkling Coffee House
conversations through a haze of blue Char Minar smoke. Believe me, it
was a delicious feeling; my friend had reduced me to a helplessly,
delightedly twitching mass of sheer joy by the time I had come to the
closing words of his letter. “..... I expect it by the 10th of July. The
magazine will be going to press by the 12th. Best wishes! Yours..... .
I think it is utterly unfair to deliver such a fatal thrust at an unguarded
moment.

So here I am, bashing away at this dear Olivetti not knowing whether
my words will find their way to the gossip columns of the Sunday paper,
the pensive pages of some highbrow magazine, or the lurid pages of some
illustrated periodical. Even the sketchiest of notions of what this magazine
is all about would have helped me immensely to tune my thoughts to the
correct pitch of propriety and picturesqueness. As it is, I have hardly a
clue as to the level of intelligence to which I am expected to rise, and the
inherent density of that which I must penetrate. But I am devoting too
much time to thought, and asking too many questions. Ever since I have
set foot in this land the futility of asking questions has been driven home
to me time and time again.

People hardly stop to think in New Zealand. That is perhaps why
they are so unbelievably happy here. Like so many of us in India the New
Zealander does not spend sleepless hours contemplating nebulous ideas
of freedom. He has hardly any time for abstract polemics accompanied
by the jejune intoxication of black coffee and cigarettes. Freedom is some-
thing tangible, concrete, and not at all uncommon in this country. It
comes in the shape of an automobile, a frigidaire, an electric cooking range,
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a prefabricated home, a vacuum cleaner, and plenty of grog. Whether
it be money, gambling or sex there is an uninhibited directness in people’s
approach to these things that starts by shocking the foreigner like me,
and ends up by eliciting a silent admiration. Of course, the people could
not care less whether or not they secured the alien’s approval. Children
grow up conditioned to these symbols and find absolutely no necessity to
search for anything beyond the symbols themselves. Naturally, there is
little or no incentive for most people to pursue an education beyond the
school-certificate level. Even at the age of sixteen or seventeen a boy or a
girl can select a job which will pay £5 each week. If he is robust and not
given to squeamishness he might even choose to become a labourer. It is
an ironical fact here that the filthier a job the higher the salaries it com-
mands. Thus, I know of a twenty-five-year-old youth who chops carcasses
in one of the big freezing-works; he earns a clean twenty-nine pounds
each week and drives around in a flashy Jaguar. But it is also true that
qualified teachers could not hope to start with such a high remuneration,
although senior University professors could certainly look forward to £2,200
per annum by the time they are forty or so. Despite all this there is a
crying shortage of teachers in New Zealand. But it is understandable
when you realize that, after a high school education which has been paid
for by the government right from the start (even text-books are supplied
free of cost), an University education becomes an unprofitable proposition.
Besides, parents receive a weekly allowance of fifteen shillings per child
until the boy or girl leaves school. What a tremendous provocation to in-
crease and multiply. Let Milton and Chaucer gather the dust of oblivion.
At sixteen there is the prospect of a decent salary, and the inevitable in-
dependence. There is a widespread belief that only exceedingly brilliant
minds and no-hopers flock to the four University towns of Auckland,
Wellington, Christchurch, and Dunedin. But that is not necessarily the
case. University life is hard for many, but it is charming as soon as one
learns to recognise the cross-currents that often lend an aura of unreality
over such a life. The basic characteristics remind me powerfully of Colin
Wilson’s portrayal of life in Notting Hill. But the undimmed squalor is
certainly unimaginable in any of these University towns, except Christ-
church perhaps.

It would be uncomfortably dull if this freedom was a prerogative of
men only. Women aspire for and cherish this freedom as avidly as men.
It is not considered vulgar for young men and women to discuss sex with
a pathological disinterestedness that is startling. Of course, one may run
into this particular type of discussion in India as well, but the motives
. are very much open to suspicion and the uninhibitedness collapses after
only a few negligible hurdles. It is different here. Whatever be the nature
of the love that animates an individual he will never lose his or her faith
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in its physical manifestation. It is a rare and unusual man who does not
look upon the physical as the touchstone of love. But do not confuse the
physical with the animal, for there is rarely anything clandestine or surrep-
titous in what one is confronted with here. Under the circumstances,
happiness is easy to come by. One can lose it easily as well.

I often think of Khajuraho and Konarak and wonder what stage of
history it was when our nation started to turn into prudes. The flesh may
be weak, but its motions are always influenced by the relentless dictates
of the mind. It is disastrous for us in India to ape the ‘enlightened’ while
we continue to blush inwardly at sight of those astonishing friezes of
Khajuraho and Konarak which are the prize photographic trophies of so
many leering visitors. It is silly to try and regain overnight the innocence
and candour which we have lost for centuries. It is a price a nation pays
for political subjugation which engagingly annihilates the spirit as well.
The New Zealand way of life isﬁnot a rarity. It is merely an untramelled
refinement of attitudes one encounters perhaps in many other countries.

I have had the enviable opportunity of participating in this life over
the past four months and I feel quite enthralled by the earthy sensuousness
of this experience. Like their unfortunate brethren in the East these people
are born in freedom too. Unlike us, however, they refuse to bemoan the
chains that they find everywhere. There is an acceptance of the base in
man, but rather than be passive it is an acceptance that actually glorifies
this baseness. It is for thinkers and individual convictions to repudiate
or confirm this attitude. Undoubtedly, this is apt to leave existence and
the passions extremely vulnerable, but at the same time it manages to
reduce life to an evident transparency which will not elude even the most
ignorant of men.

One tires of hearing the lame cliches on American democracy while
segregationists blow up schools. It will be a time before America catches
up with the “Kiwi” brand of a democratic welfare state. When they
think of Maoris I would like my friends to rid themselves of visions of
grass skirts and attractive expanses of flesh. The Maori is a proud and
irrepressible figure in this democracy. He shares a very real sense of equali-
ty with the white man. What is more, he is the most likeable of persons.
There is none of your glaring and widespread disparity of incomes, and,
once outside the sphere of daily work, even the janitor can swap dirty
stories over a glass of beer with the affluent landlord.

The New Zealand pub is indeed a great leveller. The cross-section
of the normal attendance in practically any pub will reveal a curious
assortment of bumptious department-store managers, timid bank clerks,
neatly dressed travellers and foul-mouthed butchers. From about five (when
offices close) to six (when pubs and bars close) in the evening these
establishments light up with a throbbing feverishness. This is strictly a
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man’s hour into which no woman would dream of intruding. Even presum-
ing that she did muster up within her enough audacity to venture into a
pub, she would most likely be contemptuously ignored. It is seriously
doubtful whether any woman could possibly match the fine and heady
flavour of New Zealand’s beer. An eight ounce glass costs only ten pence
or eight pence depending on whether you are in a private or a public bar.
It is usually a very dim-witted creature who fails to wash down an eight-
ounce glass every five minutes. The average “Kiwi” admits unabashedly
that the uninitiated foreigner would possibly find it surprising how “so
many of us stand round and simply drink like pigs”. “But they might as
well send me to Siberia if Mum ever demands that I forego that little drop
each evening”. Whatever be her feelings on the subject, hardly any
woman would be heartless enough to pose as an obstacle between her
husband and the ‘boozer’. After all, she has reason to believe that her
husband will come straight home for dinner after a session at the pub.
It is only a moron like me who comes #nd sits before a typewriter.

African Music

DoucLas KADENHE

Fourth Year, Economics

In case somebody comes under the mistaken impression that I am
going to attempt a general survey of African music as a whole, I want
to make it clear at the very outset that all I am going to try to do is to
write about a particular type of music found in a particular part of the
continent of Africa.

“TSABA-TSABA”—the very sound suggests a fiery rhythm. This is
the music that has made the biggest noise in Southern Rhodesia for the
last half century. Tsaba-tsaba is just as much a dance as it is drama and
music. It is a form of spontaneous self-expression and complete abundance.
It is essentially an art of improvisation—a kind of uninstigated combustion
produced by the mood of the moment. The tsaba music caught on the
tape or on the gramophone record is, at the best, a mere suggestion of
the whole, a shadow of the reality. Any reproduction of it outside its
atmospheric context is vaguely sacrilegious to the spirit of the real thing.

Though tsaba-tsaba has an affinity to the noise that seems to be the
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main constituents of the notorious rock-n-roll music, it is, in fact, distinct
and unique. Even when tsaba-tsaba is adapted for performance on the
modern stage, it is essential that it retains the element of impromptu and
naturalness. '

As it is a product of the particular moment, it is almost impossible
to recapture any samé impulse twice in succession. It has proved to be
an infuriatingly elusive affair to reportray it once the momentary source
has run dry its gamut. Such music that originates from the delicate
nuances of the human mood from time to time is difficult to define except
in practical demonstration, and words seem to be poorly equipped to carry
over a picture that can be remotely adequate. In this respect the cinema
is the only medium which can do justice to the nature of the thing.

For the evocation of the ideal mood that will produce the most enjoy-
able strain of the music, nothing else is so well-suited than the clear, open
sky with the moon reigning in sole splendour.

The magic of tsaba-tsaba réiies to a great extent upon the vibrant
notes of the drum. The drum is the agent of provocation—the spark that
ignites the latent urge of the dancers and releases the seething emotion
that awaits expression. The rhythm penetrates the night, rises skywards
and incites the dancers to sing and dance as if in response to a
heavenly call.

The dancers sway and writhe, stamp and whirl, never touching each
other unnecessarily. Although the dancers are paired off, still each is
allowed maximum freedom of expression—interpreting the music into action
according to the dancer’s individual imagination and inclination. Freedom
of emotional expression is a fundamental right of the tsaba-tsaba. The
principle is that people dance because the urge is natural and irresistible.
Dancers are not artificial beings at the dictates of art, but natural mortals
revelling in the unalloyed joy of dancing and expressing themselves sponta-
neously instead of being restricted by the formulas of art. In tsaba-tsaba
art follows nature.

There is innumerable variety in tsaba-tsaba. Every performer has his
own steps and his own Tovements, and the audience would have nothing
else. This abundant variety and constant change of style and tempo is
quite in keeping with the proverbial mercurial character of the Rhodesians
who cannot stand monotony. But at the bottom of the seeming chaos
and profusion of movements is an underlying uniformity, provided mainly
by the background rhythm.

Always towards the end the tempo increases gradually. The drum
which had up to this moment mingled in euphony with the other instru-
ments, now booms above the conglomerate sound, voicing its claim to
supremacy. The dancers now sway lazily and rhythmically like branches
of a tree in a gentle breeze. The couples pair up unconsciously and
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separate again. The beat quickens unmistakably; the dancers get intoxi-
cated with the music, and transfigured by their own prowess, their facial
expression alters from strange concentration to frenzied obsession. Instead
of merely enjoying the vivid animation one becomes sucked into the spirit
of tsaba-tsaba, mysteriously becoming a part of it. Now the pennywhistle
pierces above the overall sound, and all the other instruments join in
harmony, concocting the delirious music of pipes and drums. The tsaba-
tsaba has now assumed chaotic confusion, as sinuous bodies writhe and glisten
in serpentine convolutions. By this time the music has risen to its final
cyclonic crescendo that seems no longer of this world. The distinction
between the dancers is lost in the blur of revolving bodies until they all
emerge as mere forms and shapes caught up in the whirligig of the raging
rhythm of tsaba-tsaba.

A Bus Journey

Sajn1 KriparLani
Second Year, English

It was about 11.30 a.m. when I boarded the bus. It was reasonably
empty and as I had a long way to go, I climbed the stairs to the upper
deck and settled down with a book. But I had read just one paragraph
when I heard a gentle voice say in Bengali: “Ma, couldn’t we go up-
stairs?” The next minute I saw the owner as she came bounding in and
sat down beside me.

She was a little girl—about six or seven years old, I should think,
and not extraordinarily pretty—at the first glance, that is. Then I noticed
her eyes. This may be regarded as a vain effort to be poetic—but they
did remind me of the melting eyes of a deer. We were friends in a
matter of minutes and what followed was the most interesting half-hour
I have spent in my life.

We had just reached Esplanade. The bus was due to stop there for
about five minutes. First, the little girl turned to the left and said—*“You
know, at night the tram lines are deserted, and they look like a lot of
snakes. Not the kind that kill human beings, of course. These are very
friendly ones.”” Then she said, “Can you see the teapot and cups up
there?” “Yes,” I answered. “Any idea who they’re for?”
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“At night,” she replied, “you can see them being filled—that’s the
time the fairies come out. They like drinking from those big cups.”

On we went, and this time she pointed out the Kassel's fan advertise-
ment, which whirrs around at night. Said she—“Isn’t it silly? During the
day when it’s so hot and the people need it, the fan stays still, and at
night it goes round and round.” I tried to explain in my broken Bengali,
that the fan was not a real one, but just an advertisement. She nodded
politely, but remained unconvinced.

She had just been learning to tell the time. She peered at my watch
for several minutes, and then after counting around the dial, she solemnly
announced that it was fifty-five minutes past eleven o’clock. I tried to
teach her to count backwards and say that it was five minutes to twelve
o’clock. But by the time I had summoned up enough words to speak
in Bengali, it was twelve noon, and the lesson went overboard.

All this time her mother haddremained quitely in the background, now
and then smiling at me with all the pride of a fond mamma. We had just
reached Dalhousie Square and I wondered what would be the next objects
of her little stories. But she stared silently towards Writers’ Buildings with
its big iron gates. Then she turned around and said seriously—“That
must be the jail where my father is a prisoner!” Her mother turned on
her in great anger and slapped her across her face. The little one looked
towards me and those beautiful eyes were now full of tears. I could not
do or say much. I just put one arm around her while her mother told
me very loudly that it was not true—that the little girl was a liar.

The rest of the journey was in silence. I tried to go back to the
book—but I could not read it, and soon we reached college. As I got
up to go, I said goodbye to my little friend. She gave me a shy little
smile but said nothing.

I often” take the same route and the Lipton’s advertisement always
brings back the childish voice, the fairies and the melting eyes, but the
Writers’ Buildings bring back a nagging question—who was speaking the
Truth?



Insomnic Nights

MriHIR RANJAN BHATTACHARYA
Fifth Year, English

I and my friend, the ageing poet, were enjoying the quick gathering
of the dusk over our big, bustling city, reclined on the overstuffed chairs
he kept near the spacious southern window of his private sitting-room.
It was a sparsely-furnished, big, high-ceilinged room, distempered a fading
ivory and hung near the corners with pale, old, scarlet tapestry. The white
afternoon light which the window-panes filtered in looked paler against the
walls. Shadows were gathering in the corners, presaging the quick, hurried
evening of our tropical winter, which would give the empty room a mira-
culous pallor, till the lights were turned 8n and night formally settled in.

I felt my friend was in a communicative mood, for a little earlier I
had confided to him my secret trouble, the emotional imbalance which
resulted from an inability to decide, and the long bouts of sleeplessness
spent over feverish cerebration. I had ceased talking for some time, and
was now watching the evening transform his face, which was dissipated
but wise and kind, so that he looked almost handsome from certain angles.
Gentle whirls of bluish aromatic smoke glided halfway to the ceiling and
_ faded into the soft shadows-—he smoked a slender and beautiful Egyptian
brand—and I knew he was choosing words for his sermon. It always thrilled
me to listen to his rich, well-modulated voice and his excellently chosen
phrases, accompanied now by a superb shrug, then by a majestic wave of
his hand, the long, pale fingers delicately holding the cigar. There was a
touch of studied gracecabout his gestures, but it was almost his natural
self ; as he laughingly put it, everything about him must be an improvement
upon nature and a step towards the kingdom of intellect and independence.

“T am glad, my dear young friend,” he began, “that you experience
some of the delectable tortures that imagination creates for the privileged,
for you are one of the privileged. It does not consist in being in love, no,
not at all, for, if you don’t mind a little cheap humour, even my boy-
servant is in love with a film-star. And if you look dispassionately at your
own enchantment you would notice no vital difference between the two.
You know all the clichés about being actually in love with one’s favourite
image, don’t you? And though I would like to bring something new to
every established notion, I find my honesty double-crossing my intellect
here. We artists must be basically truthful. You look within yourself and
see whether you are not creating enjoyable sensations to feed your avid
heart, for you must be avid for experience, for life, for love; and life, I tell
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you as the experienced elder, is your privilege. You are half in love, you
imagine yourself fully immerged, you suffer, you spend sleepless nights,
and when you think the great moment is nearing, you discover that you
have not been sufficiently honest to your feelings. This is pathetic, but not
laughable. One never laughs at genuine suffering, whatever its origin. You
suffer because you are hungry for life, you are insomnic because you suffer.

“T see I flatter you, and that is as it should be. I remember the days
when I was your age and was passing through a time as intense as I hope
yours is now. And from my experience I was waiting for you to tell me
that you are insomnic and have taken an intense liking to Baudelaire and
Thomas Mann. Do I amuse you? Ah, I see you can appreciate a joke
about yourself. Not many people can. I have high hopes of you.

“You said you were disturbed about yourself. I quite see the reason.
You are not certain of your own feelings, you do not know whether your
suffering, your sleeplessness is the genuine article (pardon a vulgarism) or
just a product of a too active im#igination. I should say it is, but not entire-
ly. Your imagination requires a base, and your love, which is yet only
half-formed, has provided the base on which you build your superstructure
of suffering.

“Now let me assure you that this is not at all immoral. At your age
morality is a thing of the instinct, and you are morally disturbed when you
realise that your actions are not conforming to your real emotions. I would
not go into the validity of such a moral code, but I dare say you are basically
an honest man, and an honest artist, for an artist must grasp a truth emo-
tionally. No, you needn’t protest, my boy. It is quite obvious that you are
preparing for an artist’s career, although I would not hazard to guess what
you actually write. And after all, a man can have the mind and the morality
of an artist without actually writing or painting. Being an artist is basically
having a particular state of mind, a particular view of things, being able
to observe and dissect mercilessly, even oneself, even one’s love.

“I see I am digressng. You are not bored with my harangue, are you?
Well, I believe that I understand many things that happen in man—that’s
my vocation, you know—but I can never determine at what point I begin
boring my audience. It is miserable, specially with people who are clever
at concealing these petty feelings. No, no, my friend, you needn’t voice
your protest. I see you are interested; what I say must concern you vitally.

“Well, our intention was to discuss the morality of being insomnic.
(Sounds catchy, doesn’t it?) Sleep, you know, is something animal, and
it comes to us naturally, we need it, because we are animal. And look at
love from the point of view of the animal in man. I don’t mean any dis-
paragement of the body, and certainly I do not suggest the sort of image
of man which Zola had popularised. I point only to an aspect of love
which ties up with man’s status as an animal. Of course I don’t want to
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shock you with saying that what you feel towards your girl is essentially
a biological urge; but the fact that love, at least some of its ardour, is often
dependent upon age (which is a thing of the body) does prove that a good
part of the feeling is physiological. Hence, it stands to reason—doesn’t it?
—that love should not interfere with your sleep, it must be as normal as
any other bodily need and its satisfaction. Why should you then spend half
your night in tortured waking, why should nature disturb her own work-
ings? Because it is not entirely nature, because there is in your love that
element which defies your inherent animality. You love, or better, you
are disturbed because you don’t love sufficiently—and it is a feeling which
your sensitivity, your intellect, your emotion and your imagination have
slowly created for you. The real man is never satisfied with his ability to
accept life at its fullest and most intense; satisfaction is animal, physical,
vulgar, and with your discontent, your melancholy, you enter the company
of the divine. The loss of sleep and satisfaction is actually the triumph of
the spirit over nature. Rejoice, man, rejoice, for you are a privileged soul,
one of God’s elect. Only,” here my friend suddenly turned to face me
" and said in an agitated, warning tone, “only if you want to be happy and
to live in peace, love like a raving idiot, love like a child, and forget all
I have said.”

This talk took place about fifteen years ago, and it is only now that
I realise in my heart what my mentor meant. He is an old man now, living
a retired life in the countryside. As an occasional visitor, I am in a position
to know that the wild rumours about his perversity have their basis in truth.
Yet he is an honourable man, quite lovable and still devilishly intelligent.
The way of the spirit and the intellect, I realise now, is but man’s solitary
effort to create a new life, to taste of an intensity which nature denies him.
Only one realises that happiness does not come through intensity; happi-
ness is harmony, and the intellect can only crave after what the body in-
stinctively creates. Although I would not change my place for any other’s
—I have now come to believe that I was made for it—still sometimes there
comes a yearning to know whether I have been honest with my first love,
whether the new life I craved was not a delusion, whether I have not
lost a happiness that could have been mine. For I am now close on thirty-
five and the long, insomnic nights are rather lonely.



On “The Ode to a Nightingale”

MzeenAksHT MITrA
Fifth Year, English

“It’s this modern intellectual stuff that’s working havoc with my com-
pany,” said the producer. “Two years ago, a chap came to me with
some stupid story in which the twiddling of a dog’s ear is Man’s mind!
Faugh! T rejected it. And look at the Amalgamated Kinematic people.
They made a film out of it which is selling like hot cakes. So I told my
assistant to bring some stuff like that and make a list. Well, I've finished
off the first one. It’s with the Censor people now.”

“Er, the story...” I began, but a snort stopped me.

“It’s not a story, it’s a poemp. My assistant copied it out from some
school book; said it was recommended by some University fellow. I never
had a more rotten scenario to work on. No story, no, nothing, but I put it
together and put some pep into it.”

“But, do you think...?”

“No, I don’t. And neither did the author. He starts off with a
" fellow, and this fellow (not the author), has a grouch about something,
and there’s the bird singing songs. How the bird comes in, I don’t know
—quite unnecessary. And then the fellow gets yearning about wine and
harvest fields.”

“My heart aches and a drowsy numbness—” I quoted in distressed
apprehension.

“That’s right,” interrupted the Producer. ‘“Fancy you knowing it!
Well, it’s a rotten piece of work and I wanted the author to put in some
details in the script. But I heard that the fellow, the chap who wrote
it, that is, died some while ago. ANY one would, after writing such
stuff.”

I fidgeted and scratched my ear.

He looked at me reproachfully. “Think I couldn’t make anything
of it? It’s first class stuff NOW, and now T’ll be able to buy my wife
her twenty-fifth rope of pearls.

“But how did you show the...?”

“Well, I did and much more too,” he sucked reflectively at his cigar.
“I started off with a picnic. The fellow and the girl sitting under a tree
listening to a transistor set—it’s in the poem.” He dived into a drawer and
brought out a much-scribbled script and read:

“In some melodious plot. ..

(Music for 34 minutes.)”
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“But why a girl?” I asked, scandalised.

In an uncle-reprimanding-nephew manner he explained, “You have
to have psychological insights or helicopter stunts, and where do you think
I could have put in stunts?”

A couple of asterisks shot off my brain.

“Well,” continued the Producer, “then I got in a close-up of the bird
on the tree. The men filled up their glasses and their was a flash-back of
the vintage scene. I got in a fabulous scene there with Guido and his
Gimlets doing the Greek rock’nroll. Then back to the picnic scene and
the man and girl going for a stroll. ‘And with thee fade away into the
forest dim’ ”, he read. “Then I got in a good scene in ‘Not charioted by
Bacchus and his pards’. I thought ‘pards’ meant ‘friends’, you know. But
my assistant said it meant leopards in Latin, and THAT after I’d finished
filming it. Well, I let it stand—it’s a grand Chariot race (Ben-Hur, you
know,) but I also put in a close-up of a tiger. Then there is a good song
the girl sings in a garden. Close-ups withe‘white hawthorn and violets’ etc.
Then off to Ruth standing by, now where is it, ah, “magic casements” and
the man comes and rescues her. I featured Nona Nonce as Ruth—good
box office hit. Close-up of Nona crying, with her face buried in the soft
fur of a persian cat.”

“Then I finished up with the reunited couple singing a song and the
bird on the branch doing the soprano portion. It’s poor, thin stuff, but
no one can say I didn’t do my best.”

“What about ‘Thou wast not born for death, immortal bird!”, I asked,
after some.deep thought on my part.

The producer blinked at me. It was hot day. “Oh, that,” he mur-
mured, “it was kind of dragged in and would not print well in Super Color.
So I threw it out. You have got to cut down in some places and expand
in others. Can you give me an idea for the title? ‘Ode to a Nightingle’
would look silly on a poster. Weak, not enough pull on the public; you
want something stronger.”

“The next film is “The Charge of the Light Brigade’. I have not read
it as yet, but I am keeping Nona for the female lead.”

“I should very much like to know what you do with it,” I said, trying
my best to keep the quaver out of my voice.

He lit another cigar. “You bet,” he said, “I can make a story out of
a plate of sandwiches. Yes, sir!”

* * * * *

The film about the picnic has been passed by the Censors and is now
coming to town under the attractive title of ‘MY HEART ACHES’. The
poster shows a close-up of Miss Nonce and the persian cat. You should

not miss it for anything.



A Mere Interlude ?

Inpu Roy
Sixth Year, English

The clouds that had been darkening the sky-line all day finally gave
way—and the rain came down that night on a tired city about to seek the
oblivion of the night. The faint corner street light glimmered through the
downpour, adding a touch of vitality to the oncoming gloom. The water
splattered off the roofs and ran down the roadside, dragging with it all
the accumulated filth of the street, and depositing it in a choking heap at
the sewer-mouth.

Malti put the last few dung-cakes into the basket, covered it with
gunny-sack and pushed it back fas far as possible into the corner of the
leaking shed, hoping that it would not get too wet. From the adjoining
room she could hear the sharply-raised voice of her sister-in-law, “. .. abroad
about at night; cannot stay in for a minute. Whose attention does she
wish to draw now! Nice daughter-in-law you have! Do you know what
Rampyari was saying..... ? The voice sank to a conspiratorial whisper,
and Malti flushed with anger. Shanti took a malicious pleasure in disparag-
ing her, and was ever instigating trouble for her.

A child’s cry tore through the settled calm of the night, jolting Malti
back to the present from her apathetic reverie. Wrapping her sari-pallav
tightly over her bare shoulders she hurried across the narrow lane to her
room in the derelict building facing her mother-in-law’s shack. The wind
and rain stung her—the invidious cold bit through her feet and then seemed
“to travel up her spine. .. she shivered. She entered the darkened room and
saw her five-year-old Pathak trying to soothe his baby-sister. Soothe!
Could love and sweet words soothe a child’s hunger? Could mere hope ful-
fil the gnawing pain deep down inside? She picked up the child and cuddled
it; .... she looked in the cup; even the flour that she used to mix with
water to serve as a substitute for milk had finished. She took some water
and fed it to the baby .... yet after a few minutes the little mite began
to whimper. She let her suckle her breast, even if there was no nourishment.
At least the child quietened down. Pathak huddled against his mother to
extract as much warmth as was possible, in a vain attempt to keep warm.
And as Malti sat there in the dark with her two children, an utterable
weariness slowly crept up her whole body, giving her the queer feeling of
being bodiless.

... I dreant of him last night again. He stood there; very dim it was.
He beckoned to me ... or didn’t he? Even then they say it bodes ill to
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dream of the dead. But that was so long ago. I was so young then; well,
there is Pathak. Very like his father. And this little thing? Wonder if she
will livel Misery! To bring them into this world: and for what?

Yes, for what? That afternoon’s scene came vividly back to her mind,
and with it she felt her bruises again. Her mother-in-law and Shanti shak-
ing their fists in her face; Pathak crying pitiably, clutching her sari. It had
started like the other quarrels—with her husband. He was being berated
for being a useless, base, unscrupulous creature; not caring for his family,
not working, but caging on his old parents. What did he think them to
be? Gold mines? From this day he could do what he pleased. He was
not getting anything out of them any more. And then they had turned
upon her. “You could sell your silver bangles instead of hiding them;
what are you saving them for?” The bangles! Her husband had sold them
long ago; so long, that she would have forgotten had she not been con-
stantly reminded this way. “Or you can go and steal some more food. ...
Steal or beg—go on—become a beggar, a#k the neighbours. God help me!
Such a daughter-in-law! No wonder her people wanted to be rid of her

..” And the usual lamentation went on.

Chandan, her husband’s son by the first wife, was standing by Shanti,
sucking a banana. Pathak was running around in circles, when he suddenly
bumped against Chandan and the banana went spinning down the dirt.
Chandan screamed and hit out at Pathak. Shanti had seen what happened,
but she grabbed Pathak and started thrashing him with unmentionable
epithets accompanying each blow. Malti had gone forward to ward off the
blows when her mother-in-law pushed her off. “Like mother, like son,
both thieves. Imagine stealing from his own brother. You wait ... I’l
teach you ...” Malti protested, for the first time, “but it was an accident.
Pathak lost his balance; he did not mean to bump against Chandan.”
“What! dare you call me a liar! Me? your mother-in-law? Did I not see
it with my own eyes? Did not all these people see it?” For by now many
of the neighbours were looking out.......... I i

The baby started crying again, and Malti began rocking her in her
arms, and held her close to herself. What had followed had left its marks.
Her husband had been told of how she had dared to talk back to her mother-
in-law, and he, in a righteous temper had beaten her—till even Shanti and
her mother had come in to intervene; to ease their conscience?

Yet, this was nothing new. As long as she could remember it had been
like this. Widowed at an young age, she had been sent back to her parents

. from where she thought she was lucky to escape when they had given
her in marriage for the second time. And now? How could she escape from
here? They had tried to send her back to her parents. Some of her villagers
had come to try to settle the dispute, but who could spend the money to
send her back; so they had quarrelled some more, and here she was.
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Tears rolled down her cheeks at these thoughts. Her heart filled with
dismay, she clutched the baby tightly to her. She could not see things im-
proving in the future. She could feel herself being inexorably choked to
death by the dark and heavy future. She could do nothing to ease or
stop it.

The quiet of the night was again broken by the noise of somebody
stumbling and cursing outside, and then the tattered cloth that served for
a covering was roughly thrown aside to reveal the coarse, drunken face
of 'her husband. He stalked in, and then stood swaying, trying to peer into
the dark. She quickly placed the exhausted children on the cot and got
up, withdrawing into the shelter of the dark. Ramanand staggered forward,
and stretched out his hands.

“Give it to me. Hurry up”, he growled.

“Give what?”’ she whispered, apprehensively.

“What? You won't give it?” he roared, stepping forward and raising
his hand. She instinctively put 3p her hand and retreated still further till
she was brought up against the walls. )

“Ha,” he laughed derisively. “Who will save you now? Where will
you run?” He reached out and clutched her sari and gave it a tug. The
already tattered cloth was rent still more and it came off. He let out a
profane laugh and then trying to get nearer he tripped over her sari and
fell heavily against the wall. He cursed and yelled and lunged at her, “Give
me the bangles immediately. I want them”.

“You have already sold them. Don’t you remember?”

“You liar, you have hidden them”; he hit out at her and continued
to hit and kick, till she lost consciousness, and did not feel the blows any
TG s s o, S50 3 5

Malti raised herself from the floor. She was cold and stiff and soon
her body began to ache and throb. She found clotted blood caked on her
face and shoulders. She picked up what was left of her sari and wrapped
it around Hher. The faint, ghostly light of early dawn filtered in through
the door, and she could see the children cuddled up tcgether. The night
had passed, but nothing else had.

Malti’s throat constricted; she wanted to scream. She wanted to lodge
a protest. But to whom? Who could hear her? Who would hear her?
God? Where was he? What had she been born for? To suffer, and suffer
more and more? She gazed dully at nothing and swayed slightly to and
fro. Suddenly her gaze intensified. There he was again. There in the corner.
He was beckoning; very gently calling her on. No one had called her be-
fore. No one had wanted her before. She had always been thrown about
and had been unwanted. This was the only time that any one had called her
in such a manner. Was it not better to answer that call—even if it proved
to be an illusion? Would it not be far better than sticking to this ‘reality’?
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Malti stood stunned. Then she moved convulsively and started acting
very hastily, as if there was no time to lose. She quickly picked up the
two children and put them in the passage; then she hurried to the shed
and brought back the bottle of kerosene oil and shut the crooked, old door.
She shut herself in.............

Shanti heard the child cry. Let it. The mother cannot even take care
of the children. Then she heard Pathak’s voice raised in a frightened quaver
—“Mami, open.” Shanti opened the door and pushed the child away and
told him to go back to his mother. But the child only stood there, mutely
pointing towards the adjoining shack. Then she saw the smoke and the
fleeting glimpse of tongues of flames. She ran forward and shouted to her
mother to wake up and come and see what her daughter-in-law has

After the body had been taken away, they started talking. “Why
should she have done a thing like that? She was healthy and it was'nt
that she was unhappy, after all.” i

“Yes! There was no call for her to have acted thus. I hope she will
rest peacefully now. She was so quiet and peaceful and we treated her
quite normally. No one can blame us for her end”............ -

Already they had started forgetting her. Her life was no more than
an interlude, and it was being treated as one. Who remembers a mere

interlude?



“A Fool Looks at Relativity”

KarLvan MUKHER JEA
Fourth Year, Physics

I ask my readers not to be scared away by the word “relativity”.
Relativity is a concept understood to a greater or lesser extent by all modern
scientists but over which there exist many misconceptions (“superstition”
would be a stronger and more appropriate word) among the so-called lay-
men. Being a layman myself, and a very foolish one at that, (this is evident
since I dare to write an essay on relativity) I tried to rid myself of supersti-
tion and found to my surprise that the ideas involved in the theory of rela-
tivity are not so mysterious provided of course you do not try to understand
the mathematics involved. All that I have tried to do in what follows,
is to present the basic ideas of the theory for fellow laymen who for some
reason or the other never tried to acquire any knowledge regarding this
wonderful triumph of the human intellect.

Dr. Einstein, according to Dale Carnegie, once said that the funda-
mental idea of relativity may be imagined from the familiar fact that when
one sits on a hot stove the minutes seem to drag like hours but when one
sits with a beautiful girl, the hours flash by like minutes! So readers of
Mr. Carnegie’s works came to have the idea that the theory of relativity
deals with the velocity with which time flows according as whether one
sits near a hot stove or a hot “something else”! Generalising on this prin-
ciple and riding one’s own imagination, the layman concludes that the
theory of relativity (as the name suggests) makes everything relative to
something else and dispels with the notion of the “absolute”. But, in fact,
the theory of relativity seeks to do the very opposite! It seeks to find out
those laws of the universe which have an absolute significance, retain them,
and reject all the rest.

But hold the line a minute—please! Let’s go back a little and study
for ourselves the background of Einstein’s theory. In the 19th century,
it had been definitely established that light was a kind of wave. But as you
know, all waves—whether they are the tumultuous waves of the seas or the
beautiful waves of someone’s soft, brown hair—must be waves of something
or in other words, for a wave to exist, there must be a “medium” (the
medium in the above instances are water and hair respectively). But then
the question arose as to how light reaches us from the sun and stars since
there are millions and millions of miles of vacuum—an utter void—between
the earth and the heavenly bodies. The 19th century physicists solved this
by postulating the existence of an all-pervading and undetectable medium
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—the ether—whose undulations we perceived as light. This satisfied every-
one and there the matter rested.

Trouble arose, however, in 1881, when an American scientist named
Michelson (with his colleague, Morley) got the bright idea of measuring
the velocity of the earth relative to the ether, which was supposed to be
stationary. He argued that since light waves were undulations of the ether,
their velocity, as observed in an experiment, should be affected by the rela-
tive motion of the earth with respect to the ether. The effect, he realised,
was small, but he devised an instrument sufficiently accurate to measure
even 1/10 of the value of the predicted effect. But when the experiment
was performed, Michelson found to his surprise that the earth was stationary
with respect to the ether! A great controversy arose! Some held that there
was no ether, others were even prepared to believe that the earth was
stationary, rather than dispel with the concept of the ether. Then two
scientists of good repute (and even better ingenuity) suggested a startling
explanation. They held that due to the #otion of the earth, certain por-
tions of Michelson’s instrument contracted thus hiding the effect of earth’s
relative motion! They even extended this by asserting that the dimensions
of all bodies at rest contracted when they moved with a finite velocity.
This idea, first suggested by Fitzgerald, was not taken very seriously until
Lorentz proved theoretically, that this contraction actually occurs in an
electron—one of the fundamental particles of which all matter is constituted.
After some debate, the Fitzgerald-Lorentz contraction hypothesis was accept-
ed as the “official” explanation of the Michelson-Morley experiment. But
everyone realised that the position was rather difficult and unhappy.

The difficulties were cleared up by Einstein’s special or restricted theory
of relativity. He argued that the fundamental laws of the universe must
be the same for all observers, provided of course one accounted for their
different positions and states of motion. The problem which confronted
physicists was how to account for the motion of observers.

If A is walking at 3 mph. and B walks past him at 4 mph. then A
thinks that B is travelling at 1 mph. or that the relative velocity of B with
respect to A is 1 mph. The simple case illustrates the classical or Galilean
law of transformation of velocities. Yet this law seemed to be incorrect.

It had been shown as a deduction from the result of the Michelson-
Morley experiment that the velocity of light is constant for all observers.
This could not be so if the Galilean law of transformation was correct. So
Einstein assumed as his first postulate, that the velocity of light is constant
for all observers. He then sought a transformation law which would satisfy
this condition. When he deduced this transformation, he found to his
amazement that mass, length, time—hitherto referred to as absolute con-
stants—were in fact dependent on the velocity with which a body or an
observer moved. The Fitzgerald contraction was shown to be a property of
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all bodies and the theory gave a simple explanation of this effect. Accord-
ing to this theory space around a moving body contracts (this is a property
of space itself) and hence the body itself appears to contract. It should be
appreciated, however, that the Fitzgerald contraction cannot be measured
since the measuring device used also moves with the body we desire to
measure and contracts to the same extent as the latter body. Its existence,
however, can be deduced from the observations and results of various ex-
periments—the Michelson-Morley experiment being a special case.

Einstein’s theory showed also that mass depends on velocity and that
mass and energy are inter-convertible. Thus all matter contained by virtue
of its mass a tremendous amount of energy and this is the fundamental
idea behind nuclear weapons. Lastly, the restricted theory showed, the
faster one moves the slower time seems to flow. If one moves with the
velocity of light time would cease to flow and for speeds exceeding the
velocity of light time flows backwards— '

“There was a young lady—Miss Bright,
Who could travel much faster than light;
She departed one day—
In an Einsteinian way
And returned on the previous night!”

But unfortunately (for ageing beauties, especially) the theory of rela-
tivity rules out the possibility of attaining velocities greater than light.

In his general theory, which is too abstruse to be discussed in detail,
Einstein held that “space” and “time” were not separate entities but that
our universe exists in a “space-time continuum”—the so-called four-dimen-
sional universe. In this paper he rejected Newton’s law of gravitation (he
formulated his own and more correct law) and held as illusion, the time-
honoured idea of “force”. He held that force was an illusion. arising out
of a misinterpretation of the distortions of space (or rather space-time)
due to moving bodies. Such distortions were shown to be an inherent pro-
perty of space-time. g

Though these ideas may seem crazy to the uninitiated they have ex-
plained all known phenomena and predicted results which have been verified
by experiment. So it seems that Einstein’s theory is, at least in our present
state of knowledge, unc.hallengeable.



Rabindranath Tagore : Explorations

SAMIR BANDYOPADHYAYA
Ex-Student

A Point of View

Great men have always had their detractors. But while Shakespeare
has had a Tolstoi for a detractor, Dante a Nietzsche, and Shelley a T. S.
Eliot, Tagore has had a host of immature charlatans and funny old men.
The Centenary year has seen the antics of some of these denigrators.—
pseudo-intellectuals, too clever to be wise, though brilliant at inventing
the most fatuous theories. (Mr. Nirad C. Chaudhury would prefer to call
them “just ill-bred and ignorant”.) Yefy he dominates our thought, our
culture—in a way no one else has ever done.

Born in 1861, Tagore saw in his early teens the ignominious lingering
death of our Renaissance. The second and third quarters of the nineteenth
century were years of glory in Bengal. Those years saw the only genuine
and living cultural movement we have had so far. It would be wrong to
compare it with the Elizabethan Renaissance. It would be unfair to place
the first real impact of the West on a country labouring under colonial
rule and the valiant efforts of a noble watch-maker, a young Eurasian
poet, and their young Indian friends beside the impact of the Classical
Revival, the Reformation, the Discoveries, and the upsurge that followed.
Yet the changes and reforms that these brave few initiated remain a part
of our life and culture, and no insignificnat part at that. Despite its
Western inspiration, complexion and spirit, our nineteenth-century culture
was not servilely imitative of the West. What it took from the West it
adapted, acclimatized, and finally” assimilated. The finest thing about the
illuminati of this age was their social conscience. Their moral integrity
was only a part of this social conscience.

It was colourful age. Young men, forced to enter a temple, would
recite Homer before the image of the goddess. Rammohan Roy, return-
ing from the upasana mandir in his own post-chaise, would ask the coach-
man to drive on, as stones bruised his face and mud stained his clothes.
Both Ramgopal Ghose and Maharshi Debendranath refused to cheat their
creditors. Rasik Krishna Mallik refused to take his oath on the traditional
tama-tulsi-gangajal, and declared, “I do not believe in the sacredness of
the Ganges”. Not one of them would ever go against his principles.
Even Raja Radhakanta Deb, the arch conservative of the age, was different.
In his opposition to the Young Bengal, he was sincere and serious. He
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\
was no out and out reactionary. In fact, he was one of the sponsors of
the Hindu College and one of the greatest advocates of women’s educa-
tion in this country.

As Keshabchandra Sen posed as a prophet and was carried away
in his mysticism, the younger generation protested. The break came in
1877, when Keshabchandra allowed his own minor daughter to marry
the Raja of Cooch Behar under the old rites defying the new marriage
conventions growing up within the church at his own instance. Keshab-
chandra’s apostasy was a reflection of the decay that had already set in.
As Keshabchandra with his followers leaned more heavily towards emo-
tionalism, Ramkrishna’s occultism marked the road back to darkness, to
unreason, and to ignorance.

Rabindranath matured under the shadow of the decadence. The sen-
suality of Kadi o Komal was a surrender to these times. But then it is a
long uphill rise. He captured the finer values of the Renaissance, dead
by then, in his Gora, and in h% later poems. In fact, the direction of
the novel Gora is towards an illumination, a reawakening, renaissance.
And thus Rabindranath is certainly the supreme literary product of the
modern Indian culture based on the synthesis of the East and West, and
he stands as a symbol of that synthesis. He felt the urgency of his times,
and threw himself into action. He refused to accept the isolation of the
so-called ‘poet’s life’, and gave himself up to the world.

Re-interpreting the Christian myth ?

Can it be suggested that Tagore was re-interpreting the Christ myth
in The Child or the Shishu Tirtha?

The story behind its composition is well known. In 1930 Tagore
attended the famous Passion Play at Oberammergau, a village in Bavaria.

~ This play which portrays the suffering of Christ is performed by the
villagers once in every ten years in fulfilment of a vow. Tagore was
greatly impressed by this play, and when he was asked by a German film
company for a script dealing with Indian life he composed this poem in
one night in Berlin. Round about the same time, Rabindranath had
shown his interest in the story of the Christ and his teachings, in a number
of poems like Manabaputra, Tirthajatri (a rendering of Eliot’s Journey of
the Magi), Badodin, Pujalayer Antarey o Bahirey, in his letters and in his
annual Christmas lectures at Shantiniketan.

A deliverer, sent down from the heavens to show mankind the way to
salvation, suffers and dies, and the salvation of mankind rests on a recogni-
tion and understanding of the value of that suffering and that defect.
This is the Christian myth And, naturally, the Cross, which is a symbol
of torture and suffering, is the favourite symbol of the Christian religion
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—O crux! Ave unica spera. In Indian mytholi)gy, the deliverer has never
had to endure such unrelieved suffering. In our mythology, the deliverers
triumph over their enemies. All the ten avataras kill their enemies. But
Jesus is killed. “We have accepted only the rasaleela of Love, we do not
see its tragedy” (Pather Sanchay).

The light that surrounds the Christ’s life on earth throws into relief
the world of sin lying around him. To understand the nature of sin, you
have to see it through the eyes of Jesus Christ. “The cruelties, the narrow-
ness, and the sins of the people around him are elements in his character:
as the lotus adds a significance to the marshes in which it grows, so Jesus
has shown the evils of existence in their true significance” (Shantiniketan).
Jesus and the Man of faith share the same failures, the same sufferings,
and a similar death.

The first section of The Child builds up the vision of a manvantar
(lit. a change of times). The prophecies of Isaiah, Jeremiah, and
Ezekiel re-live in this picture of doom. fsaiah had heard, “The noise of
a multitude in the mountains,/Like as of a great people!/The noise of
a tumult/Of the kingdoms of the nations gathered together!” Tagore, in
his Shishu Tirtha, hears: “A sudden shattering din! Is it the crumbling of
caves at the rush of a torrent? Is it the groaning of a forest in flames?
Through that terrific clamour flows an undertone, as lava through a vol-
cano’s ravings, and voices of hate and jealousy, come to mingle in the
evil stream”. A still closer parallel from Isaiah would be the Doom Song,
“Ah, the uproar of many peoples,/Which roar like the rearing of the
seas;/And the rushing of nations,/That rush like the rushing of mighty
waters!”

Isaiah prophesies, “The earth shall stagger like a drunken man, and
shall be moved to and fro like a hut”. And Tagore notices, “Things are
deliriously wild,/they are a noise whose grammar is a groan,/and words
smothered out of shape and sense” (The Child). Isaiah addresses “the
women that are at ease”: “Rise up, ye women that are at ease, and hear
my voice; ye careless daughters, give ear unto my speech. For days beyond
a year shall ye be troubled, ye careless women: for the vintage shall fail,
the ingathering shall not come. Tremble, ye women that are at ease; be
troubled, ye careless ones: strip you, and make you bare, and gird sack-
cloth upon your loins”. Tagore, in his turn, shows the woman at ease:
“But another woman, naked and shameless, sways with laughter and cries,
Nothing in the world matters even a little bit” (Shishu Tirtha).

Tagore describes the desolation as “the broken turrets of irrespon-
sible power; bridges of a lost river: ruins of a snake-infested shrine”
(Shishu Tirtha). Ezekiel lays similar charges against “the bloody city”:
“And the word of the Lord came unto me, saying: Son of man, say unto
her, Thou art a land that is not cleansed, nor rained upon in the day of
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indignation....... Her princes in the midst thereof are like wolves raven-
ing the prey; to shed blood, and to destroy souls, that they may get dis-
honest gain. And her prophets have daubed for them with untempered
mortar, seeing vanity, and divining lies unto them, saying, Thus saith
the Lord God, where the Lord hath not spoken. The people of the land
have used oppression, and exercised robbery; yea, they have vexed the
poor and needy, and have oppressed the stranger wrongfully”. Thus “irres-
ponsible power” or “prodigal pride” is the sin that brings the doom down
upon the city. It is “the pride of your power”, says Ezekiel.

Jeremiah speaks of “the mourning women”, and Tagore hears: “The
women weep and wail, they cry that their children are lost in a wilder-
ness/of contrary paths with confusion at the end” Jeremiah’s “mourning
women” weep, “For death is come up into our windows,/It is entered
into our palaces;/To cut off the children from without,/And the young
men from the streets”. .

In the second section of The Child, “There on the crest of the
hill/stands the Man of faith amid the snow-white silence, He scans the sky
for some signal of light”. In the Gospel of St. Luke, “And it came to pass
about eight days after these sayings, he took with him Peter and John
and James, and went up into the mountain to pray. And as he was pray-
ing, the fashion of his countenance was altered, and his raiment became
white and dazzling.” In The Child, “When the clouds thicken and the
nightbirds/scream as they fly,/he cries, Brothers, despair not, for Man is
great”. In Luke, the Voice comes when the clouds thicken: “And while
he said these things, there came a cloud, and overshadowed them: and
they feared as they entered into the cloud. And a voice came out of the
cloud, saying, This is my Son, my chosen: hear ye him”.

The mad mob in The Child argue “that men are ever condemned
to fight for phantoms/in an interminable desert of mutual menace” (“Man
will battle for ever to annex to his domain—even that which is but a
mirage”, Shishu Tirtha). James tells the twelve tribes: “Whence come
wars and whence come fightings among you? come they not hence, even
of your pleasures that war in your members? Ye lust, and have not: ye
kill, and covet, and cannot obtain: ye fight and war; ye have not, because
ye ask not. Ye ask, and receive not, because ye ask amiss...” (James 4).

In the sixth section of The Child, when the Man of faith is killed,
“They cannot see his face, but fall upon him in a fury of destruction”.
Before his last trial, “the men that held Jesus mocked him, and beat him.
And they blindfolded him”. In the Shishu Tirtha, “Then a man rises and
strikes the leader. Others rise to strike him. His face cannot be seen in
the dark.” In Matthew, “They answered and said, He is worthy of death.
Then did they spit in his face and buffet him: and some smote him with
the palms of their hands”,
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In .his resurrection, Jesus tells his disciples, “Thus it is written that
the Christ should suffer, and rise again from the dead the third day and
that repentance and remission of sins should be preached in his name
unto all Fhe nations”. Tt is thus the Victim that shows the way to salva-
tion. It is the sense of sin committed that brings the people back to the
Christ. In The Child, “A few try to slink away unnoticed,/but their
crime keeps them chained to their victim./They ask each other in bewilder-
ment,/Who will show us the path?/The old man from the East bends his
head and says:/The Victim”.

The Christ and the Man of faith share a habit in common. “How
far yet? they ask angrily. The devotee only sings a hymn and does not
answer.” Jesus speaks in parables, The Christ tells his disciples, “Lo, I am
with you alway, even unto the end of the world”. The Man of faith
tells his followers, “I am by your side”.

In The Child or The Shishu Tirtha, it is the old man from the East,
who follows the sign of the Star, and lead® the people on to the birthplace
of the Child. “Now when Jesus was born in Bethlehem of Judaca in the
days of Herod the king, behold, Wise men from the east came to Jeru-
salem, saying, Where is he that is born King of the Jews? for we saw his
star in the east, and are come to worship him” (Matthew 2).

Yet The Child or The Shishu Tirtha is not the Bible story retold.
The Child symbolizes the finest values of the human situation; it sym-
bolizes Good Sense. It is Good Sense that suffers, when men build up a
new economics with self-interest for its basic principle. It is these men that
kill Good Sense. And yet like a Phoenix, Good Sense emerges again.
“He is Eternal, He is Newly-Born”.

The greatness of Man is realized in “the current of daily life”; far
away from “the King’s castle, the mine of gold, the secret book of magic”
(standing for the power of the State, the power of money, and a distorted
religion). The new social conscience thus enters into the scheme of the
Bible story.

The spirit of the Kumarasambhab, the Buddhajataka, and the Vishnu-
purana lies behind the conception of the significant Birth. “From the very
beginnings, mankind has been moving towards the tirtha of a New Birth.
Buddha had once appeared as a child, had brought something New into
being. Man keeps on looking at the Child” (Shishu Tirtha: the play).
Some time later Tagore would translate T. S. Eliot: “This Birth was/Hard
and bitter agony for us, like Death, our Death”. The birth of the Child
is a birth beyond death, a birth out of suffering.

The conception of a death as a guiding star to fulfilment seems to
be an idea that Tagore borrowed from the Bible story. But as a whole
The Child remains his original work, and may be at best called a re-inter-

pretation of the Christ myth,
F
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“What a shape you have I”

In the story Shey(He), the hero comes to meet the poet, and the poet
feels, “I could see something has come into the room. But I couldn’t see
who it was, what it was, what species it was. My heart was beating fast,
and yet I roared aloud, ‘Who are you? Shall I call the police?”

“The strange thing spoke out in a voice, which strangely seemed as if
coming out of a clay bowl, ‘Can’t you recognize me, my big brother? I am
the Shey you have created for Pupeydidi. I had an invitation here’.

“I said, ‘You speak nonsense. What a shape you have!’

“He said, ‘I have lost the shape I had.’”

Shey was written in 1937. And Tagore had already fallen in love
with “the beloved of his old age”—Painting. Strange shapes are very
common in his drawings and paintings. There are distortions of prehistoric
animals, monstrosities made of limbs: “I have searched out the cave of
the primitive in my mind with its etchings of animals” (Chitralipi I).
There are masks and distortions of the human face. And there are strange
animals in the action of crying out (Tagore explains at least one of these
crying animals: “Life chained to an imperfect mind sends its agonised
cry”, Chitralipi T). This large crowd of grotesque shapes seems to suggest
that some great upheaval must have sent the world into a chaos, and the
men are broken into pieces, life thrown into an uncertainty.

The world itself seems to have lost its shape: and so has life. Tagore
in his poems of the time conjures up a host of mythical grotesques, the
nagini, the hadgila, and other strange shapes, all symbolizing the forces of
destruction roaming over the world. In his later paintings, he makes for
himself a new colour—a red, which gives you the sense of both blood and
fire. In one of these paintings, a black girl throws out her hands in suppli-
cation, as if crying for a release from the strange red that envelops her
(Plate 29, the Centenary album). In Plate 14, a cruel face brings out the
significance of that red. In Plate 29, a host of monstrous shapes placed
in that cruel red, heightens its cruelty.

Tagore seems to capture in his grotesques, his strange red tints, and
in his crying animals, an image of the world he saw in his last days. In
Kalantar (1933), he wrote: “Civilization appears today to be shedding
the responsibility of proving its gentility. Inhuman cruelty boasts publicly
of its might...The Europe which had at one time dubbed Turkey as
barbaric, becomes itself the unashamed venue of fascism’s unscrupulous
diabolism”. In 1936 he issued a statement on the Spanish Civil War:
. The translations from Shishu Tirtha are from Bhabani Bhattacharya’s render-
ing. For The Child, the text followed is that given in Rabindranath Tagore in
Germany (Max Mueller Bhavan, 1961). The translation of an extract from Kalantar
is by Hiren Mukherjee. The other translations are by the present writer himself.

The single quotation from Shishu Tirtha (the play) is a translation from the text
given in Shantideva Ghose’s Rabindra-Sangeet, L
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“In this hour of supreme trial and suffering of the Spanish people, I appeal
to the conscience of humanity, help the people’s front in Spain, help the
government of the people, cry in a million of voices, ‘halt to reaction’.
Come in your millions to the aid of democracy, to the success of civiliza-
tion and culture”.

"The world Tagore saw was a world in which Fascism was raising its
ugly head, and the beast in man was being granted a new lease of life.
There was a crisis in civilization. And the barbaric beast becomes for
Tagore a symbol, in the same way as the minotaur becomes for Picasso
a symbol of war and destruction (One can trace the development of the
minotaur image from the Minotaurus and the lady of the early thirties
to the War and Peace series of the fifties, and see the wonderful use
Picasso makes of the image in his famous Guernica, 1937). The shapeless
shapes also seem to express the sense of frustration and helplessness in the
face of Power. Power itself is a monstrosity which can neither be grasped
nor given a recognizable shape.

A Jest with Life

ANURAN JAN SINGH

Second Year, Economics

I

Pannalal Girdhrilal sat there behind his highly polished desk in the
building which Girdhrilal & Sons, import and export merchants, occupied,
in the business area of Calcutta. It had been built recently to house the
firm’s growing establishment. It rose 18 stories high, two hundred and
fifty feet of concrete and glass. On the eighteenth storey was the suite of
the Managing Director. Lakshminarian Girdhrilal had died just before
the completion of the new building, so, the only occupant that this suite
had known was the son, Pannalal Girdhrilal, who now sat behind that
imposing mahogany table.

Everything about this man was remarkable. He was tall and broad
shouldered with a narrow waist and hips. His clothes were elegant yet
comfortable, and the brown brogues which now rested on the table were
of the most impeccable calf leather. He was about to turn thirty and he
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looked neither younger nor older. The predominant feature in his face
were his eyes. And these showed clearly his most obvious characteristic,
his intelligence which, when canalized in its own field, business, crossed
the border into the realm of genius. They also betrayed the coldness of
his over-analytical mind.

This son of a wealthy merchant first showed his difference from others
when, after finishing school, instead of joining the business and keeping
three sets of books as most young men in his position might have done, he
insisted that he be sent abroad for a college career. While in Cambridge
he presented a paper on the relation and interaction between Philosophy
and Mathematics which received a whole column of comment in the journal
of the Royal Society. By the time he had taken his degree in Pure Mathe-
matics he had also done examinations in Chartered Accountancy, CGommer-
cial Law, Business Management and Interior Decoration. When he came
back home at 24 he found the business in rack and ruin owing to the
advanced age of his father an& the utter inefliciency of his brothers. The
brothers were pensioned off, so to speak, and the business again flourished
under Pannalal. Miraculously the figures from the debit side started moving
over to the credit side of the books. The new Girdhrilal & Sons outstripped
the old one by miles. The old one had been one of many flourishing busi-
ness houses. The new one strode the business world like a colossus.

Sitting there behind his desk he looked lean and bronzed. He had just
returned from his latest trip, a six weeks’ jourrey into the Andes to find a
certain tribe, apparantely extinct now. As the door at the other end swung
open silently to admit another young man of about the same age, Pannalal
swung his legs off the table and rose to meet him, hand outstretched in a
single fluid movement that spoke of perfect co-ordination that somehow
reminded one of a lynx. They clasped each other’s hands in a hand shake
that lesser men might not have been able to endure, slapping each other
on the back.

“It’s good to see you, Panna, me boy. Had a great time, eh?”

“Yes. I did. Tll tell you all about it. Sit down and light yourself a
cigar. I got them at Havana.”

There were a few moments of silence as each was intent on lighting
his cigar. Each thought of their college days in Cambridge. They both
came from the same college as could be seen from the ties they wore. Pan-
nalal was a business magnate now. George Trancy was a Tea-Taster in
one of the tea firms. As the first aromatic wisps rose, George spoke first.

“What makes you do things like this. First it was a safari in Africa.
Then you disappeared and were found in a Tibetan Monastery. You threw
a party and it is estimated that six hours of fun and frolic cost you a cool
ten lakhs. Then you tried something diametrically opposite and spent a
month in the slums. Now finally it is trying to locate some goddamned
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tribe in the American Andes. Man, you must be mad. How else can
one explain your behaviour”” Pannalal sat there—silent. Slowly he
took a pull on the cigar, his eyes on the ankle-deep carpeting and he exhaled
the smoke unhurriedly. When he looked up his eyes held his friend’s
without hesitation or doubt. He spoke slowly, taking great care of what
he said.

“George, the trouble is that our lives are so short and the part of the
world that they embrace is so small that our experiences are extremecly
limited. To me experiences are what make a full life. New, varied, numer-
ous experiences. A new experience is worth anything you have, because
anything you have is already an old experience and it should be exchanged
for a new experience. I spent 10 lakhs in an evening on that party of minc
because that 10 lakhs which I had was already an old experience. I gave
it away in exchange of a new experience. I was the gainer. Every time I
do this sort of thing I feel as if I have succeeded in getting a bargain
out of life. I wish that I could live th®lives of a hundred men so that I
could have all their experiences in life. No experience is too small for me
or too big. I wish I were able to take in every human experience from
the time this world started spinning. As it is, I must be content with what
I myself can do or buy.”

Here George broke in, in a high, agitated pitch of voice, “But damn
it all, man, how long will you carry on like this?” Pannalal’s eyes narrowed
into slits and he spoke softly and slowly.

“Not much longer, George. Don’t you worry about me. I feel my
journey into the realm of experiences is coming to an end. There is only
one more experience left for me to taste. Soon even that will be over.”

The two men talked of various things and then George left. Pannalal
sat upright in the chair with lacklustre eyes, gazing into the middle distance.

I1

Ramu sat in a little room hardly ten feet by ten, which he shared with
his old and widowed mother and three sisters in the bustee area behind
Tangra. His mother put an enamel bowl, the only one they had, in front
of him as he sat on the floor. In the bowl was some rice and two green
chillies were stuck in the middle of the heap to add flavour to the soggy,
boiled rice. Ramu looked at the rice and pushed the bowl away. “Mother,”
he said, “I am tired of eating this plain rice with only some green chillies
as flavouring. Tomorrow I promise you we shall have vegetable and fish
with it.” Saying this he got up and walked out of the low door of the
hut. His mother called out to him from the doorway, “When will you
come back?” But Ramu did not answer. His mind was fixed on the work

he had to do that night.



46 PRESIDENCY COLLEGE MAGAZINE
I1I

It was about nine o’clock, and the sun was already making itself felt.
George Trancy was in his office, a modest little air-conditioned room where
he wrote out his reports about the quality of the various teas. He was just
blotting the ink of his last report when Pannalal opened the door and
walked in. George Trancy rose to meet him with an exclamation of joy
on his lips. But there was something so dangercus and compelling about
the man who stood there before him that George remained transfixed in
his chair half risen, and the words died on his lips, half born. Pannalal
looked absolutely fatigued; his clothes had been thrown on in a hurry and
were now rumpled. His whole demeanour was that of a man who has been
under a terrible strain and can hardly bear it. But his eyes told another
story. They were so bright, almost incandescent. He let his face repose
itself into a half-mocking smile and spoke.

“Well, George, it is all over flow. That last experience. I’'ve had it.
Now I am a complete man.”

George dumbly nodded his head and Pannalal continued. “I had
never seen human suffering. I knew I would never be satisfied unless I
experienced the feeling of being the author of the most profound of all
human suffering—death. When you came to see me yesterday, the stage
had been set. My Secretary Ranganathan, faithful old codger, had con-
tacted a certain small king of the underworld, you know, the kind that
deals in burglaries and petty larceny, and told him what we wanted. Ranga-
nathan was told that it could be done for five hundred rupees. But you
know Ranganatham, he beat him down to three hundred and fifty. My
requirements were very rigorous. It had to be some one young and inno-
cent. The kind that you would never dream of hurting. It had to be an
act of madness and complete horror to be consummated.” George sat there
in his chair head thrown back and eyes unseeing. Pannalal carried on with
a deep flush on his face and voice choking with triumph.

“It was decided that it would be a clear case of shooting an armed
burglar. 1 hear this morning that they had a hell of a time convincing
the boy that he should carry a knife. Obviously the lad did not know much
about these things. All he knew was that he was entering a house, which
was emtpy, to pinch any knick-knacks that he could lay his hands on.

I sat in the arm-chair, you know, the one at the far end opposite the
window, with the lights off. About two in the morning I saw the grey of
the window silhouette a dark form. He walked softly to my bed and saw
it empty; but this was in accordance with his knowledge that the house
was empty. He turned round and was about to walk to the Dressing Table
when I reached behind me and switched on the lights. He spun around
and faced me. Oh! you should have seen the expression on his face. I
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drank in every detail. This would have to last me a lifetime. I saw the
fearful frenzy in his eyes. I saw the hollow gauntness of his cheeks. I saw
his forehead pasty with cold sweats; his torn shirt flapping in the gentle
breeze through the window. I will remember that moment every minute
of my life. I reached into my dressing gown pocket and drew out the auto-
matic. I had stripped and oiled it that evening. I think he knew then,
because he reached into his shirt pocket at the side and whipped out his
knife—more of a pen knife actually, and took one step towards me. Now
this was my hour of culmination. I tock in his eyes one last time I lowered
the pistol square on his stomach and I squeezed, ever so gently, the trigger.
The night was shattered with flame and noise. I can’t explain to you how
I felt when that slug tore through his frail body.” George sat there in his
chair, loathing in his eyes, the entire aspect of his face was twisted into a
tortured expression of hate. Pannalal’s eyes were fixed on the distance and
he spoke as if in a trance. His voice said, “Don’t think that I am a sadist.
I am not. If T had been, so clean a wgy would not have satisfied me. I
am an intellectual. This to me was an intellectual experience. I had to take
a human life, an innocent human life, to see what such a responsibility can
mean. I had to. Don’t you see George, I had to. I simply had to.”

George neither saw nor heard nor felt. A weary numbness began to
overtake him and his eyes closed as his head fell back.

“The police came in an hour. As far as they are concerned it is an
open and shut case of shooting an armed burglar in self-defence. I don’t
regret it. It was a great experience, though I would not go through it
again. The emotional drain was terrific.”

v

A week after Ramu’s body had been returned to her after the post-
mortem, Ramu’s mother found a plain envelop with three hundred-rupee
notes and five ten-rupee notes in it pushed under the door of their hut.
She held the notes to her breast and said with her eyes closed, “It must be
some benefactor of ours who realises our condition at this time of great
sorrow and bereavement.” That evening Ramu’s mother and three sisters

ate vegetables and fish with rice.



“Alpha, Beta, Gamma, Delta....”

SyeEp TANWEER MURSHED

Ex-student

Ten years in the history of human culture are nothing. And social,
cultural and behaviour patterns can hardly be expected to change in that
infinitesimal period of time. Which, as far as the present writer is con-
cerned, is a hell of a nuisance. For, having addressed himself to the un-
enviable task of writing a thesis on the way the youth of 1961 utilizes its
leisure hours, intending therein to institute a comparison with the modus
operandi of the youth of 1951, he finds that there is hardly any scope for
caparison, as Mrs. Malaprop would have said. And, carrying this chain
of brilliant ratiocination to its logigal extremes, if there is no scope for com-
parison|caparison, how the blankety-blank can the present writer write
his thesis? Anyhow, as the bishop said to the actress, there’s no harm
trying. Bung ho, then, to hoss and away.

According to the 1961 census the consensus—which is not the same
thing as census—of opinion among those who collectively constitute the -
Commission is that the people of India can be safely divided into two
broad categories, male and female. And, that these males and females can
be further divided into those who are dead and those who, unfortunately,
are not. And further, that of those who are not dead, some are old and
others who say that they are young. The conclusion to be drawn from
the above analysis is that in the year 1961 we have young males and young
females. Which, collectively, is youth. Strangely enough, that was the
precise conclusion arrived at by the worthies in charge of the 1951 census.
No material for a thesis so far. But to proceed.

It has been observed that the soi-disant youth of 1961 is susceptible
of classification—in so far as its “leisure hour” activities are concerned—
under several heads, to be referred to for the sake of brevity as Head Alpha,
Head Beta, Head Gamma, Head Delta and so on.

Head Alpha consists of those youths who spend their leisure hours in
erudite lucubrations which means (for those whose knowledge of English
is not as extensive as that of the author) that they carry on at home the
process started in the class-room, that is, they study. Silly, but there it is.

Head Beta comprises others who have this in common with their more
zealously intellectual coevals that they too carry on in their spare time (the
author refuses to use the expression “leisure hours”) the process set into
motion in the class-room, but here the similarity ends. For the process set
into motion in the class-room by the latter is the singularly exhilarating one
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of :exc.hanging lurid pleasantries and the concerted performance of verbal
an.alys1s of matters of universal appeal, such as what Miss Humpty said to
Miss Dumpty about Master Jack and Miss Jill; or the merits and demerits
of Mr. Anthony Perkins the noted American film-star, or the aesthetic
virtues of Mlle. B. Bardot who is alleged to have been created by God,
a contention which is often debated, or the nature of the Marxian concept
of dialectical materialism, and so forth.

Head Gamma, according to this historic census, accounts for those who
are less verbally inclined and of a somewhat methodical disposition and
who occupy themselves assiduously with the task of pinching other people’s
letters, not so much for the sake of reading them (which they do as an
after-thought) as for that of abstracting the super-imposed postage stamps.
For these belong to ancient race of stamp-collectors. The census, of course,
does not discuss the motives behind the phenomenon of stamp-collecting,
and very rightly so, since that would be tantamount to an incursion into the
sacred realms of recondite metaphysics, With which it has nothing to do.

Head Delta is a psychological curiosity, inasmuch as it contains youths
with a decided penchant for speculation who spend their leisure hours in
discussing what they will do in their leisure hours, as a result of which
they do nothing in their leisure hours.

We now choose to go back against the current of what is facetiously
termed the Stream of Time and come to 1951.

We notice that in perfect anticipation of the ’61 trends, they had their
own Head A, corresponding to our Head Alpha, and consisting of young
people who evinced a marked predilection for imbibing the multifarious
learning contained in voluminous tomes—which is the same thing as books
—a partiality which they indulged within the college premises and without.

And they had Head B. People coming under this head had, likewise,
for their favourite past-time the discussion of current affairs. (The author
regrets his inability to mention any particular affair as he was then not
sufficiently grown up—to use a plebeian expression—to take any interest
in such mawkish things). In passing, it may be observed that this habit
of protracted academic discussions is often castigated as a morbid preference
for gossiping. Whether it is in reality laudable or reprehensible is for the
moralist to determine, and is not the concern of an unprejudiced chronicler
like the present writer, who must be content to state that Head B discussed
current affairs, and that “current affairs” even in those days often meant
current or contemporary political and international affairs.

And they had their Head C, which, like Head Gamma of 1961, con-
sisted of ardent philatelists, the noble letter-pinchers. Of course, this head
must not be construed too narrowly as referring solely to letter-pinchers,
but should be taken as representative of the class or tribe of collectors
- generally: for collectors then, as now, collected not merely other people’s
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letters but also other people’s books; and today (who knows?) the same
collectors may have burgeoned into collectors of other people’s wives. This,
however, is a provocative digression which need not detain us.

The point to be observed at this point—the second point must not be
confused with the first point—is that our original observation, that things
have not really changed much in the last decade, will be seen to have been
abundantly borne out by the above masterly analysis, almost point for point.
(There are far too many points in this sentence). It would appear, there-
fore, that the thesis to which reference has been made at the very outset
is not scheduled to see the light of day. Which is not, as Hamlet would
say were he asked to hold forth a similar disquisition and were he in similar
trouble, a consummation devoutly to be wish’d. Hell and damnation, there
must be some streak of originality in us! And—c-rr-ash!! Lo! There
is a blinding flash of lightning, and a shattering thunder-clap, and the Finger
of God (capital F, because It belongs to God) writes, and the author in
true Biblical fashion gains inspire¥ understanding. For “Boys will be boys”.
This vulgar platitude is claimed by its inventor to be of universal applica-
tion, a generalization without exception. Let us see. We have analysed,
on the basis of the statistics supplied by the 1951 census, the behaviour
pattern of the youth of that year, and we have no qualms about saying that,
roughly, the boys of 1951 were boys. But, ladies and gentleman, the dictum
falls in the year of Our Lord Nineteen Hundred and Sixty-one. For there
is one thing we notice about this present year of Our Lord and that is
that there is a well-defined section of youth—the thrice-noble Head Sigma
—which consists of girls who are girls and of boys who are girls. Young
people qualified for admission into this esoteric category have removed
with great and utter disdain the superfluous, the cumbrous distinction
between male and female, the distinction which formed the basis of the
two censuses—or is it censii>—under discussion, and, in an endeavour to
bring about some kind of National Integration, have succeeded in the in-
credible task of extinguishing the primordial distinction betweeu Adam and
Eve. (Three Cheers).

We begin, like another well-known author, Thomas Carlyle, with
clothes. In this department is the above approximation of the sexes the
most noticeable. For the thing in vogue to-day among boys coming under
this devastating head is tight-pants (Ugh!). And the pants are so tight
that one really wonders how they manage to insinuate their limbs into
them. And, which is more marvellous, how they manage to extricate them-
selves. The problem, however, was solved by a friend of the author’s who
—the friend, not the author—happens to be well versed in the technique
of interior-decoration and who suggested that these gentlemen of the Order
of the Tight Pant, whenever they require a change of their nether garments,
merely take a piece of cloth to the tailor and have it sewed on to them on
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top of the one already existing, on the classic analogy of wall-papers. This,
however, is a technical detail, a mere minutia, which is rather beside the
point. What is of interest to us is the fact that these sartorial capillary tubes
are almost identical with the narrow “shalwars” affected by the female
counterparts of the Most Excellent Knights of the Order of the Drain Pipe.
One leaves the obvious conclusion to the astute reader.

We now come to point number two, the exact anatomical situation of
which is the uppermost region of the human body—the reference is to the
human hair. It has been generally accepted that one of the many things
girls fool around with in their commendable but futile efforts to enhance
their non-existent physical charms is their hair. Some are of opinion that
wearing their hair long maximizes their beauty, while others champion the
cause of the abbreviated hair. Some like their hair straight and others
billowy. Some again are fond of changing (without attracting attention)
the colour of their hair at regular intervals, while others, the female descen-
dants of Job, are more steadfast and stio® to the shade granted by the Al-
mighty. Our quarrel is with none of these. But when boys, ye Gods! boys
invade this acceptedly feminine province and begin to develop distinctive
styles in respect of their hair, well, I mean to say, dash it, what?

We now approach this explosive state of affairs from the purely aesthe-
tic point of view, and what do we see? Behold on the horizon a pair of
tight pants of the most stygian blackness, contrasted by a shirt of the most
bloody, awe-inspiring scarlet, set off by a cravat of a yellow beside which
the sun with all its blazing splendour would be forced to take embarrassed
shelter behind protective clouds, and topped by an expanse of long, wavy,
glutinous, brilliantined hair which immediately conjures up visions of sway-
ing palms beside a billowy sea, and the liquid strains of the “Danube
Waves” wafted across. Such a nerve-racking display of colours was never
seen on one, single, solitary masculine torso, not even in 1951.

And it is by virtue of this category—Head Sigma—that we triumph
over and completely annihilate, our predecessors. For never before in the
chequered annals of human civilization were such sights seen as we have
the dubious pleasure of seeing to-day—the sight of millions of youthful
human bi-peds cramped inside a microscopic restaurant, swaying szm.'tigin-
ously to the throb of beating drums, or languorously, even lacka.damcally,
strolling along the more sophisticated avenues, and generally haYlng a hell
of a good time, completely anonymous, in so far as their gender is concern-
ed, in conveniently noncommittal attire, and armed with a weapon capable
of beating off the most persistent attacks of such persons as are foolishly
determined upon discovering their sex—a dazzling medley. of colours,. the
most deadly weapon that human ingenuity can devise. It is the past-times
and frolics of this illustrious—one uses the word advisedly'—clafn that give
the youth of 1961 that peculiar air of distinction. Peculiar, indeed!



The Scientific Attitude

SIDDHARTHA SEN
Sixth Year, Pure Physics

The progress of science has behind it a certain attitude of mind which
slowly emerged in the seventeenth century. It may briefly be described as
a tendency to accept empiricism as the basis of scientific speculation. It is
anti-Aristotelian, non-authoritarian, and is connected with an individual’s
thought processes stimulated by observations of the external world. The
progress did not come from the effort of a few solitary men answering the
call of their superior talent, but was the outcome of a nation-wide enthu-
siasm. The causes of this enthusiasm and interest in the seventeenth century
are speculative and cannot be de¥initively stated. It is interesting to know
that although science took a very important stride in the seventeenth cen-
tury its votaries had to wait for more than a hundred years before the happy
accident on the part of a Cambridge don produced the name by which
they are now known. The word ‘scientist’ was used for the first time by
Whewell in 1840.

What is the scientific attitude? The empirical nature of the attitude
had already been noticed. In general we may say that it always seeks a
sufficient cause for a phenomenon and refuses to frame any hypothesis
when such cause cannot be discovered. It will not fail to notice the degrees
that divide the possible from the probable and the probable from the cer-
tain. In actual life we are always inclined to act under an impulse and we
then accept a prejudice as an established fact. We have seen how often
this happens. When, for example, a country is passing through an election
fever, candidates with whom we are out of sympathy will be painted as
black as our imaginations permit us to paint them on the basis of allegations
not one of which can be proved. In ordinary circumstances, too, supersti-
tious ideas frequently influence our judgment and create in our mind
horrors for which there is not the least justification. An anxious mother,
for example, will not let her husband shoot a bird. When he disobeys and
the baby falls ill the poor mother imagines that the law of retribution is at
work. A rational scientific attitude is difficult to cultivate and the greatest
vigilance is necessary for a period of years before we are able to achieve
it in significant measure. Scientists themselves often fail to give evidence
of such an attitude when they are faced by the daily problems of life. They

*“We need very much a name to describe a cultivator of science in general.
I should incline to call him a ‘scientist’” Whewell—Philosophy of the Inductive
Sciences. Vol. I. Introduction.
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show themseves on such occasions as illogical and irrational as most men
governed by a passion.

. Ip our ‘times science is taking big strides and it might be felt that the
sc1ent1.ﬁc a'ttltude should therefore have a stronger hold upon us than at
any time in the past. But scientists themselves scem to think that in the
end there is no cause to explain phenomena. Several reputable scientists,
mostly physicists, have expressed this view and Jung? in recent years has
formulated his theory of synchronicity. He has not pretended that the
synchronisms of which he speaks are causally related but their inevitable
association does produce in the average mind the feeling that when one
thing happens, the other will inevitably follow. A case mentioned by Jung
to indicate his point is of interest and merits quotation: ‘The wife of one
of my patients, a man in his fifties, once told me in conversation that, at
the death of her mother and her grandmother, a number of birds gathered
outside the windows of the death chamber.... When her husband’s treat-
ment was nearing its end, his neurosis hd¥ing been removed, he developed
some apparently quite innocuous symptoms which seemed to me, however,
to be those of heart-disease. I sent him along to a specialist, who after
examining him-told me in writing that he could find no cause for anxiety.
On the way back from this consultation (with the medical report in his
pocket) my patient collapsed in the street. As he was brought home dying,
his wife was already in a state of great anxiety because, soon after her
husband had gone to the doctor, a whole block of birds alighted on their
house. She naturally remembered the similar incidents that had happened
at the death of her own relatives, and feared the worst.”?

This new theory does not dissipate the superstitious atmosphere and
make it fit for the reception of scientifically valid trutl‘ We have, therefore,
to contend not only against superstition but against scientists themselves
when we wish to acquire the truly rational attitude.

The sufficient cause of which we have spoken should always be a main
quest for all of us and the next will be a purely objective approach unin-
fluenced by any personal feelings. Once we know a fact with complete
thoroughness our business will be to communicate it with perfect accuracy.
Precision of statement is therefore another important element in the
attitude. '

To sum up, the scientific attitude is based upon an investigation of a
true and adequate cause for the explanation of every circumstance apfi a
careful attempt to express the results of our investigations with precision.
For this we have to be impartial in the enquiry and to fix our eyes on the

20, @G. Tung—Synchronicity, An Acausal Connecting Princigle, being the first
essay in the ‘II)ooi ‘T}}lle Interpretation of Nature and the Psyche. (Boelinger Series

L1, 1955 o
8 C. )G Jung—Synchronicity, An Acausal Principle, p. 31.



54 PRESIDENCY COLLEGE MAGAZINE

object of investigation so that our attention is not disturbed by any circum-
stance foreign to it.* When we can do this habitually and effortlessly we
shall feel that our labours in the cause have been well rewarded.

Destination—“Base-Camp”

ARUN CHAKRABARTI
Ex-student

On the 15th of last April @wne of my cherished dreams came true.
I got a letter asking me to join the 15th Basic Course at the Himalayan
Mountaineering Institute, with its headquarters in Darjeeling. At last I was
to brave the wild ranges of the Himalayas—of which I had read so much
about. I also looked forward to the joys and excitements of camp-life,
although I had been thoroughly made to understand that there were hard-
ships as well. ,

I reached Darjeeling and found that the Institute buildings were situ-
ated in an ideal spot, with the magnificent ranges of the Kanchanjunga
forming an ever-reminding back-ground. There were twenty-four of us in
the batch. There were men and women, boys and girls from all over
India and from all gaths of life. Barriers of language, manner and dress
all proved insignificant in face of our common bond of the love of
mountaineering.

The life at the institute was not at all one of regimentation, as we
had feared, but we were given complete freedom. We were taught the
importance of self-discipline rather than enforced rule and command.
Mountaineering is a form of exhilarating sport where material gain is negli-
gible. The greatest benefit is derived from the impact of mighty mountains
on the mind of the mountaineer. The mountaineer’s achievement lies in
the feeling that he is rising higher and higher, surmounting all the hazards
and obstacles that come in the way. There an individual can really feel
“victory without pride, and defeat without despair.”

The joy and benefit of mountaineering has been eloquently put by
Frank Smythe, a great mountaineer, who writes—“To climb on the highest

. *‘Factors foreign to an enquiry’ are decided, according to Dingle, by the re-
quirement that there should exist simple relations between the results of our measure-
ments. See Dingle, British Journal for the Philosophy of Science (1950), p. 5.



DESTINATION — “BASE-CAMP” 55

hills is to rctalis.e a kinship with Nature. Penalties and pains may attend
such a .reahsatlon, but these make the eventual consummation all the
more vital and joyful, for it is the immutable law of the Universe
t}}at only through striving and suffering shall man learn to realise
himself, to gain in awareness, to enlarge his moral stature, to discover
truth and enjoy.”

Th.e first part of our course included all theoretical knowledge abount
mountains and mountaineering. This included knowledge of high altitude
vegetation and animal life, principles of Geology, mountaineering techniques
etc. We were taught how to use oxygen cylinders and how to live with the
peculiarities of high altitude. The various equipments necessary for such
operations were explained to us.

Before leaving for the Base Camp in Western Sikkim, we were given
an address by the Governor of West Bengal. She gave us her blessings
and impressed upon us the virtue of self-reliance, sacrifice and comradeship.

It was on the 3rd May, 1961, that &ve started for the Base Camp at
last. It was a misty morning. A large number of porters lifted our luggage
and all of us started on our trek of seventy-five miles to our camp-site in
Western Sikkim.

At Majhitar, we pitched our first camp and lay out our sleeping-bags.
This would be our first experience of sleeping-bags and we were doubtful
of how it would feel. We got into them, amidst much laughter and com-
ments, but the interior of the bags proved to be nice and cosy.

We got up very early the next morning. The “duty officer”, a post
which we took in turn, saw to the supply of early refreshments. Later
we had some porridge and packed some chapatti, bread, biscuit, chocolate
etc,, into a lunch packet which we carried in our rucksacks. On the way
we met the simple folks of the mountains who looked really happy and
contented. These were truly idyllic days. We always halted near a stream,
in which we bathed and refreshed after the day’s trek. Thus, marching
through the maize fields skirting round hills and crossing beautiful water-
falls we gained height. On the way we halted at Rohtak, Leigship, Tashid-
ing and at last reached Yulesam, a beautiful and important valley of Sikkim.
The first king of Sikkim was crowned in a monastery here. It was here
that we had our first view of the snow-capped mountains. We were thrilled
to have a glimpse of our destination, although the clouds soon covered them
from our view.

We halted for a short period at Yulesam and took this opportunity to
visit the people of the valley in their homes. We were really pleased to
meet the poor but contented people of the place living in their crudely built
houses. The needs of these people are few and the valley meets all of them.
They are not ambitious. Their deep faith in Lord Buddha helps them to

face the hardships of life cheerfully.
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We pressed on towards our destination through thick forests; and, at
one place, we had to construct our own bridge with bamboos and indi-
genous forest materials. When we used to feel homesick amidst the wild
and faraway environment, we wrote letters which were carried off by
messengers.

Our next halt was at Dzongri which is situated at the critical height
of 13,200 ft. It is no exaggeration to say that for the lover of Nature this
place was heavenly. On all sides there was a riot of colourful rhododendrons
interspersed with the mountainous green of the vegetation. As we marched
out of this halt, altitude had started its effect and three girls had to be
carried down to lower heights in order to recuperate.

In this manner we pushed on, making the rocks our lecture halls and
gaining practical experience of mountaineering methods. As we travelled
higher and higher the cold became intense and piercing. The vista changed
and slowly the snow dominated the view. All through the journey the rain
dogged our footsteps. Up to an #ltitude of 14,000 ft. plastic raincoats were
not insufficient to keep us tolerably dry, but as we gained height the rains
changed into snow which became thicker and stronger. We often had to
stay inside our tents to escape the sleet. At times the tents seemed near
collapsing with the weight of the accumulated snow.

On the 14th of May, we stepped onto the site that was to be our
base camp. Our joy in having successfully completed an arduous and long
climb was really very great. After covering a distance of more than 80 miles,
we reached our Base Camp situated at a height of over 20,000 ft. The
unusually high altitude began to make itself felt in no small measure, and
the accompanying physician had his hands quite full. By luck and good
fortune I escaped all ill effects and was able to finish the complete course
of our journey up to the peak of the “Fry Peak™ Mr. Tensing was always
solicitious about our well-being and our esteemed Principal, Mr. Gyan
Singh, was most careful about our safety.

Our day started with morning exercises to quicken up our sleepy
muscles. Then we were taught the various teachniques of rock-climbing. .
After a couple of days we went to the Rohtang glacier, Mr. Tensing, the
Director of Field Training, taught us how to cut steps in the ice and how
to secure hand-holds. We learnt how to rappel down a wall with the help
of a rope.

All these experiences were really elevating and exhilarating. The words
of our Principal, “feel the nearness of God when living with Nature in the
raw” we were able to appreciate and understand fully.

It is in the mountains only that real tranquillity and contentment can
come upon a person. The vast and massive ranges strip us of our ego.
They help us to attune our souls to that of the Infinite, “Mountains make
me pray” Sir Edmund Hillary had said,
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Our downward journey was started on the 19th, and dreaming of the
‘Base Camp’ we reached Darjeeling on the 25th, where, two days later we
were declared as being graduates of mountaineering.

To Solitude

ProTiMA MITTER
Sixth Year, English

O hushed reliever of my pertux%ed mind,
Come over with thy gift of calm severity,
And me with thy restful balm softly bind;
And so let me repose till Eternity.

O quiet solitude! thy mantle spread

O’er the place where I shall abide;

And so remain, till I from earth have fled.
When I.do flee, turn away, softly glide,
Relieve me or I shall be engulfed

In further worries ere the day is o’er

Give me thy peace—the music in the trees,
The sigh of leaves, the sight of blossoms fair ...
Give me thy sounds—the murmuring of bees—

Thus will I know that God is always near.
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A college is known by its traditions, and last year the heavy
hand of Death took away a living tradition of the Presidency
College. Our beloved Darwanji~—Babban Singh—died on the
11th of November, 1961.

He was a staunch member of the Old Guard and he lived and
died like one. His integrity and forthrightness had carved him a
place of respect and love in the hearts of all those who came to
know him, through the.long years that he had been a part of this
college. He never tired of advising the errant students and his
penetrating albeit humourous comments commanded invariable

attention.’

His sense of duty was unfaltering, and he performed it with
commendable zeal, even unto his last breath

May his soul rest in peace.




The last sleep






Results and Prizes

The students of the Presidency College, as usual, have put up a most com-
mendable performance in the various University Examinations. A list of names is
being appended in this connexion:—

The last issue having been solely devoted to the centenery celebration of Rabin-
dranath Tagore, this list was left out.

At the Intermediate stage the percentage of passing was 90.65 in LA, and
96.5 in LSc. In the latter, out of 173 examinees, 167 were placed in the First
Division, 9 of them being in the first ten. In I.A. 40 got First Divisions from
among 53 examinees, 2 of them securing places within the first ten.

In 1960 the college placed 113 more Science Graduates and 95 Arts Graduates,
all with honours of course, on the field of life. Among them 38 got First Classes.

This year, as usual, the percentage of successful candidates in examinations
aspire closely to the cent per cent mark. InglA. it is 954. In 1.Sc—97.14. In
the former 35 out of 44 got first divisions, an‘d in the latter 159 out of 175. The
Arts students seem to have been almost wholly edged out the honours’ positions—
only one being within the first ten. This is compensated in the science section—
9 out of 10 being from our college.

In the first Pre-University results the percentage is unbelievably high—98.91.

This year seven Graduates got First Divisions in B.A., and 38 in B.Sc. The
total number of Honours Gradutes were 102 in B.A. and 130 in B.Sc.

Medals, Prizes and Scholarships awarded by the University
M.A. and M.Sc. Examinations, 1959

M.A.

(a) Silver Medal and Prize of Rs. 200.
(b) Upendranath Mitra Scholarship.
Gold Medal and Prize of Rs. 200.
Silver Medal and Prize of Rs. 100.
Gold Medal and Prize of Rs. 200.

Tirthankar Basu

Paragkesar Bhattacharyya
Asoksanjay Guha
Bibhasranjan De

Lata R (a) Prize of Rs. 100 only.
s S (b) Sudhir Roy Gold Medal.
i i - .. (a) Gold Medal and Prize of Rs. 200.
R s (b) Kshentamani Nagendralal Gold Medal.
(c) Kesablal Mallik Gold Medal (a gold-

rimmed silver medal out of the value of
the medal).
Rina Datta Bankobehary Banerjee Gold Medal.

M.Sec.
Gold Medal and Prize of Rs. 200.

Sakuntala Gupta
Prize of Rs. 100.

Sukhendumohan Mukhopadhyay ..



60 PRESIDENCY COLLEGE MAGAZINE

Dhrubajyoti Mukhopadhyay .. (a) Gold Medal and Prize of Rs. 200.
(b) Brahmamohan Mallik Gold Medal.

(c) Matilal Mallik Gold Medal (a gold-rim-

med silver medal out of the value of the

medal).
Sugata Sengupta sad .. Silver Medal and Prize of Rs. 100.
Ajay Kumar Ray .. .. Gold Medal and Prize of Rs. 200.
Debendranath Bandyopadhyay .. Silver Medal and Prize of Rs. 100.
Rabindranath Bhattacharyya .. Silver Medal and Prize of Rs. 100.
Subrata Sengupta - .. Gold Medal and Prize of Rs. 200.

B.A. and B.Sc. Examinations, 1960

B.A.

Pranabsankar Mukhopadhyay .. Satishchandra Ghosh Prize in Bengali.

Amit Bhaduri 5 6 .. Quinlan Memorial Silver Medal.

Bimal Nayan Jalan .. .. (a) N. N. Ghosh Gold Medal (a gold-rim-
med silver medal out of the value of the
medal).

(b) Shamacharan Gangualy Prize (B.A.).

Mrinal Miri .. .. Philip Samuel Smith Prize.

Tapan Kumar Chakrabarti .. Ramtanu Lahiri Gold Medal.

Sujashnilay Ghosh o .. Krishnakumar Dutt Silver Medal.

Ashish Gupta 2 .. (a) Manackjee Rustomjee Gold Medal.

(b) Abinashchandra Gold Medal.

(c) Dwarkanath Banerjee Silver Medal.

(d) Preonath Ghosh and Gagantara Dasi
Silver Medal.

(e) Tawney Memorial Prize.

(f) Rai L. M. Chatterjee Bahadur Prize.

Pinaki Prasad Mitra .. .. (a) Bankimbihari Sen Gold Medal.
(b) Sarveswara and Purnachandra Gold
Medal (a gold-rimmed silver medal out
of the value of the medal).

Sulekha Dey o .. (a) Surendra-Nalini Gold Medal (a gold-rim-
med silver medal out of the value of the
medal).

(b) Santirani Basuraychaudhuri Gold-rimmed
Silver Medal. ’

(c) Sujata Devi Gold-rimmed Silver Medal
(a silver medal out of the value of the
medal).

(d) Ksheroda Sundari Silver Medal.

(e) Sarada Sundari Gupta Silver Medal.
No. I in Indian Vernacular.

Anuradha Basu - .. Nagendra Gold Medal.
Renu Basu o .. Clint Memorial Prize.
Patralekha Bhattacharyya .. (a) Thakurdas Kerr Gold Medal.
(b) Adharchandra Mookerjee Commemora-
tion Prize.

(c) Bipinbihari Memorial Prize.
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B.Sec.
Gaurchandra Sinharay .. McCann Silver Medal.

Pratipkumar Chaudhuri (a) Mohinimohan Roy Memorial Gold-rim-

med Silver Medal (a silver medal out of
the value of the medal).
(b) Shamacharan Ganguly Prize (B.Sc.).

Brajamohan Mandal . . -« Gangaprasad Gold Medal.
Sujitkumar Majumdar _++  Hemchandra Dasgupta Silver Medal.
Harindranath Sur B -+ (a) Subhendusekhar Bose Gold Medal.

(b) Manmathanath Bhattacharyya Gold
Medal (a gold-rimmed silver medal out
of the value of the medal).

Pushpa Golechha g -« G. D. Majumdar Silver Medal.

ENGLISH SEMINAR

Two meetings of the Eng. Seminar have been held since the re-opening of the
College after the summer vacation. On the 28th July, Sm. Jyotsna Bhattacharya,
M.A., Lecturer in English, Jadavpur University (ex-student), read a paper _on
Atalanta in Calydon. On the 25th August, Shri Asokekumar Mukherji, B.A.
(Oxon.), Asstt. Professor of Eng., Maulana Azad College (ex-studex'lt), read a
paper on ‘Dr. Johnson as a Literary Critic’. Both the papers were highly appre-
ciated. We wish to record here our grateful thanks to Sm. Bhattacharya and
Shri Mukherji.

MiHIRRANJAN BHATTACHARYA, Secretary.



Name of the Prize

Scindia Gold (Centered) Medal
and Gwalior Prize

Scindia Gold (Centered) Medal
and  Gwalior Prize

Arund Sarker Memorial Medal

Harish Chandra Kaviratna Prize
Chandra Nath Moitra Medal

Sir Charu Chandra
Memorial Prize

Ghosh

College Prize

Rai Bahadur Devender Chander
Ghosh Prize e

Awards on
Kunja Behari Basack Medal

Awarded by the Presidency College
Awards on the results of the I.A. and I.Sc. Examinations of the University in 1960

Name of winner

Shri Sujit Sankar Chatterjee
Shri Pratap Mukherjee
Shri Prabir Ray

Shri Amritananda Das
Shri Asoke Basak

Shri Indra Nath Guha

Shri Sanat Kumar Ghose

Shri Pratap Mukherjee

Condition of award.

Highest marks from the College in the 1.Sc. Exami-
nation.

Highest marks from the College in the I.A. Exami-
nations.

Highest marks in Bengali in LA. and' L.Sc. Exami-
nations among the students of the College.

Highest marks in Sanskrit in I.A. and I1.Sc. Exami-
nations among the students of the College.
Higest marks in Geology in I.Sc. Examination

among the students of the College.

Highest marks in English in I.A. and I.Sc. Exami-
nations among the students of 3rd Year English
Hons. Class of the College.

Highest marks in Geography at I.A. and I.Sc.
Examinations obtained by a student of this
College who has been admitted in the 3rd Year
Class.

Highest marks in muwﬁonv\ at I.A. Examination obtain-
ed by a student of this College who has been
admitted in the 3rd Year Class.

the results of the Annual Examination of the College in 1960

Shri Jayanta Biswas

Highest marks in Practical Chemistry among the
students of 3rd Year Pass and Hons. Class of
the College.
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Awards on the results of B.A. and B.Sc. Examinations of the University in 1960

Name of the Prize Name of winner Condition of award.

10. Cunningham Memorial Prize  Shri Brojomohan Mandal .. Highest marks in Chemistry Hons. in B.Sc. Exami-
nation among the students of the College.

11. College Prize w5 .. Shri Asoke Chandra Ghosh .. Highest marks in Chemistry Hons. among the 5th
Year students of this College.

12. J. C. Nag Memorial Medal .. Shri Puspa Golecha .. .. Highest marks in Botany in B.Sc. Hons. Examination
among the students of the College.

13. J. C. Sinha Economics Prize Shri Bimal Nayan Jalan .. Highest marks in Economics Hons. in B.A. Exami-

14.

15.

16.

17.

18.

20.

nation among the students of this College.

Awards on the results of M.A. and M.Sc. Examinations of the University in 1959

R
Chandranarayan Gold (Cen- Shri Sabyasachee Bhattacharyya .. Highest marks in History among the students of the
tered) Medal o B College.
Cunningham Memorial Prize  Shri Ashish Kr. Ghosh .. Highest marks in Chemistry among the students of
the College.
®
Awards on the results of 4th Year Arts Test Examination, 1960
H. R. James Prize—By Shri Shri Ashis Gupta e .. Highest marks in English Hons. among the 4th Year
K. P. Khaitan .. e students of the College.
H. M. Percival Memorial Prize Shri Bimal Nayan Jalan .. Highest marks in Economics Hons. among the 4th
—By Shri K. P. Khaitan .. Year students of the College.

Awards on the results of I.A. and L.Sc. Test Examinations, 1960

Ashutosh Mukherjee Prize .. Shri Rajanish Kumar Jain .. Highest marks in 2nd Year Science Test Examination.
Ashutosh Mukherjee Prize .. Shri Biswanath Banerjee .. Highest marks in 2nd Year Arts Test Examination.
Nistarini Dasi Prize .. Shri Dipak Ghosh 23 .. Best Laboratory Note-book in Physics among the 2nd

Year Science (Hindu) students of the College.
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M.A. and M.Sc. Examinations, 1960

Names of students obtaining first class
(Merit in order of the University)

M.A.
Economics
Ramgopal Agarwala - - e Ist
Pranab Kr. Bardhan S s 4 2nd
History
Sumit Sarkar 5 e s o 2nd
Pali
Dipak Kr. Barua i 5 - Ist
Applied Mathematics
Rabindranath Chatterjee i 5 T 3rd
Narayan Ch. Burman i % - .. llth
M.Sc.
Physics
Salil Ranjan Roy 58 - e 2nd
Amit Goswami - - . - 8th
Mihir Kanti Ghosh - s .. 12th
Geology
Sudhir Bh. Basu Mallick .. s = Ist
Subimal Sinha Roy < W is 2nd
Akhilesh Choudhuri - o5 o 3rd
Sanjoy Ch. Chandra 429 24 - } :
Amaljyoti Sengupta - s 55 5th
Rajat Kanti Kar P i B 6th
Cecil Laha o5 P - Sy 9th
Utpal Bose .. .o - .. 10th
Sankar Prosad Ghosh s s i .. 12th
Manindra Nath Coomar s e .. l4th
Geography
Saroj Kumar Pal o . 83 1st
Mrinal Kanti Datta s 55 . 2nd
Manjari Roy & - i $s 3rd
Santana Pal = = o 5% 4th
Zoology
Samir Kr. Banerjee . s - Ist
Jyotiprokash Choudhury - - i 3rd
Sudhangsu Kr. Ghosal 5% - =9 7th
Kamala P. Kripalani " 9th
Physiology
Shibani Banerjee % 10th
Botany
Subimal Roy i i % o . 9th

Deepali Dey . o — .. 10th
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Intermediate Examinations, 1960

Names of students placed among the first ten

I.Se.
Sujit Sankar Chattopadhyay .. 2 i Ist
Asoke Kumar Basu ke i - 2nd
Prabir Roy st -~ ) - 3rd
Asoke Basak - Y5 3 g 4th
Arkaprabha Deb .. o - .. 5th
Pradip Mukhopadhyay - ¥ 95 6th
Manoranjan Saha .. e - v 8th
Nabendralal Basak .. &% 45 < 9th
Susanta Kumar Mukhopadhyay . .. 10th

LA.
Pratap Mukhopadhyaya s =2 .. 5th
Amritananda Das . o i 6th

9
B.A. and B.Sc. Examinations, 1960

Names of students obtaining first class

B.A.
Economics
Bimal Narayan Jalan - - o 1st
Amit Bhaduri s o b - 1st
Philosophy
Tapan Chakrabarty v v - 1st
Mathematics
Pinaki Prosad Mitra 4 - i Ist
B.Sc.
Physics
Ramendra Prasad Roy - o s 1st
Amal Kumar Bhattacharya .. s e 1st
Subrata Datta s e e 5 1st
Tamohar Krishna Roy Dastidar o > 1st
Pratip Kr. Choudhuri o5 Be o 1st
Kanti Bhusan Datta - - - 1st
Asoke Kumar _Mukherji 1st
Netai Charan Mukherji 1st
Biswok Bhattacharya 1st
Triptesh Kumar De 1st
Sailajananda Mukherjee 1st
Statistics
Debabrata Roy .. Ist
Alok Nath Bhattacharya }sz
s

Someswar Nath Choudhuri
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Harendra Nath Sur
Rajat Gupta
Bijoy Kumar Dhar

Brojo Mohan Mandal

Shyamal Kumar Datta
Nina Ghosh

Pulak Kumar Raha
Sujit Kumar Majumdar
Asoke Kumar Talapatra
Amitabha Mukherjee

Gaur Ch. Sinha Roy
Sukdeb Mukherjee
Arabinda Roy

Dipak Neogi

1st
1st
1st

Chemistry
. Ist
Physiology
Ist
1st

Geology
1st
1st
1st
Ist

Mathematics

1st
1st
1st
1st

Medals, Prizes and Scholarships awarded by the University
M.A. and M.Sc. Examinations, 1960

Dipak Kr. Barua
Sumit Sarkar
Ramgopal Agarwala
Pranab Kr. Bardhan
Jyotsna Bhattacharyya

Sanjoy Majumdar

Salil Ranjan Roy .
Sudhir Bh. Basu Mallick ..
Subimal Sinha Roy

Samir Kr. Banerjee

Saroj Kr. Pal

Mrinal Kanti Datta

M.A.

Gold Medal and Prize of Rs. 200.

Silver Medal and Prize of Rs. 100.

Gold Medal and Prize of Rs. 200.

Silver Medal and Prize of Rs. 100.

Kshetra Mohan Chatterjee Gold Medal
(a gold-rimmed silver medal out of
the value of the medal).

Jadunath Mahalakshmi Silver Medal
(a silver medal of half the value out
of the value of the medal).

M.Sc.

Silver Medal and Prize of Rs. 100.
Gold Medal and Prize of Rs. 200.
Silver Medal and Prize of Rs. 100.
Gold Medal and Prize of Rs. 200.
Prize of Rs. 200.

Silver Medal and Prize of Rs. 100.

B.A. and B.Sc. Examinations, 1961

Sobhakar Gangopadhyay
Dilip Kumar Gangopadhyay

B.A.

Bankimbihari Sen Gold Medal.
Pramathanath Banerjee Prize (B.A.)
(a prize of half the value).



RESULTS AND PRIZES 67

Siddhartha Ray

Dilip Kumar Acharya

Gautam Chakrabarty

Naresh Kumar Arora

Debjani Das
Jamuna Daschaudhuri

Utpalkumar Bandyopadhyay
Debkumar Dasgupta
Bidyendumohan Deb

Partha Niyogi

Debaprasad Majumder

Suhita Guha
Enid Shaw

Pramathanath Banerjee Prize (B.A.)
(a prize of half the value).

(a) N. N. Ghosh Gold Medal (a gold-
rimmed silver medal out of the value
of the medal).

(b) Shamacharan Ganguly Prize (B.A.).

(a) Manackjee Rustomjee Gold Medal.

(b) Sarveswara and Purnachandra Gold
Medal (a gold-rimmed silver medal
out of the value of the medal).

(c) Preonath Ghosh and Gagantara Dasi

Silver Medal.

) Tawney Memorial Prize.

) Rai L. M. Chatterjec Bahadur Prize.

) Thakurdas Kerr Gold Medal.

) Adharchandra Mookerjee Comme-

moration Prize.

(c) Bipinbihari Memorial Prize.

Quinan Memorial Silver Medal.

W. C. Ghose Silver Medal.

(d
(e
(
(

a
b

B.Sc.

Mec. Cann Silver Medal.

Hemchandra Dasgupta Silver Medal.

Ramanimohan Majumdar Gold Medal
(a gold-rimmed silver medal out of
the value of the medal).

Mohinimohan Rai Memorial Gold-rim-
med Silver Medal (a silver medal out
of the value of the medal).

(a) Gangaprasad Gold Medal

(b) Tripundeswar Mitra Gold Medal.

(c) Shamacharan Ganguly Prize (B.Sc.)

G. P. Majumder Silver Medal.

Basanti Das Gold-rimmed Silver Medal
(a silver medal out of the value of the
medal).

M.A. and M.Sc. Examinations, 1961

Names of students obtaining first class

(Merit in order of the University)
ML.A.

Economics.

Prabir Basu s s %% Vi 1st
Philosophy

Jaysankarlal Shaw ¥ 1st

Geography

Dipika Chakrabarti - i - 1st
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M.Sc.
Physics
Sibaprosad Sen Gupta 56 - o 4th
Nirmal Kumar Misra b5 o - 7th
Chemistry
Ram Gopal Bhattacharya ik o i Ist
Arabinda Mukherjee - . o 2nd
Jayanta Kumar Bagchi a5 o o 6th
Geology
Anil Kumar Ghosh 2 "y o Ist
Susil Kumar Roy Choudhuri .. - o~ 4th
Tarun Kumar Bannerjee v as .6 5th
Anjan Kumar Chatterjee 35 o ¥ 6th
Malay Bhusan Chakravartty .. e S5 6th
Priyabrata Ghosh Dastidar 5 5y .. l4th
¥ Zoology
Tapan Kumar Bhattacharya .. A g Ist
Samarendra Nath Chatterjee .. o a5 2nd
Madhuri Khan . 75 .. - 4th
Ram Kanta Chakrabarti e o w5 6th
Nibha Thakui . 53 e .. 12th
Physiology
Arabinda Kumar Sinha . - .. 14th

Intermediate Examinations, 1961

LA.
Biswanath Banerjee 5 as P 8th
I.Se.
Bhaskaryoti Mukherjee o T s Ist
Shyamal Kr. Mitra - o o 2nd
Subhendu Chakravarty i T % 3rd
Rajnish Kr. Jain 5 - s 5th
Asoke Kr. Ghosh .. 53 s - 6th
Udoy Sankar Bosak . . . 7th
Kumar Sankar Majumdar - - o 8th
Prabir Kr. Ghosh - 5 iy 9th
Kamal Ranjan Acharyya wy s .. 10th

B.A. and B.Sc. Examinations, 1961

Names of students obtaining first class

B.A.
English
Gautam Chakravarty
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Economics

Dilip Kumar Acharyya

History

Naresh Kr. Arora
Khorsheed B. Bhathena

Statistics

Aparna Banerjee
Chittabrata Palit

Brojeswar Chakravorty

B.Sc.
Physics

Debaprasad Majumdar
Prabhu Doyal Agarwal
Partha Neoei
Debiprosad Sarkar
Mihir Kumar Datta
Amarnath Datta
Badal Kr. Betal

Rabinda Tahilram Darianani

Malay Kanti Chakravorty

Chemistry

Bidyendu Mohan Deb
Goura Dujari

Mathematics

Sambhunath Ghosh

Rajat Chanda

Subhendu Kr. Deb
Siddhartha Sen

Aloke Kr. Sen

Subhendu Guha

Pranab Kr. Roy Choudhuri
Partha Sarathi Ghosh

Ratna Ghosh

Utpal Kumar Banerjee

Physiology

Enid Prabha Shaw
Usha Bhargava
Ajoy Kr. Chatterjee

Geology

Deb Kumar Dasgupta
Suhash Ch. Talukdar
Santosh Kr. Ghosh

Zoology
Santigopal Pal
Botany
Suhita Guha
Statistics

Pijush Dasgupta

Narayan Prosad Maheswari
Nandita Sen
Shyama Prosad Mukherjee

Debasish Chatterjee

69

Bijoy Prasanna Bhattacharyya

Nirmal Chattopadhyay

Ashim Kr. Chakravorty

Chandan Kr. Basu
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Name of the Prize

Scindia Gold (Centered) Medal and

Gawalior Prize

Scindia Gold (centered) Medal and

Gawalior Prize
Arun Sarkar Memorial Medal

Harish Chandra Kaviratna Prize

Chandra Nath Moitra Medal

Sir Charu Chandra Ghosh Memorial

Prize

College Prize i

Awarded by the Presidency College, Calcutta
Awarded on the results of the I.A. and LSc. Examinations of the University in 1961

Rai Bahadur Devender Chander Ghosh

Prize

Cunningham Memorial Prize

Name of winner
Shri Bhaskarjyoti Mukherjee -

Shri Biswa Nath Banerjee .. -

(1) Shri Ranjit Kr. Chakravarty e
(2) Shri Dipendu Chakravarty.

Shri Ranjit Kr. Chakravarty g

Shri Manish Kr. Banerjee

Sm. Srabana Mukherjee .. =5

Shri Pradip Kr. Mukhopadhayay -

This award is suspended this year as there
is no suitable candidate fulfilling the
requirements. vig

Shri Bidyendu Mohan Deb ..

Condition of award

Highest marks from the College in the
1.Sc. Examination.

Highest marks from the college in the
I.A. Examination.

Highest marks in Bengali in I.A. and LSc.
Examination among the students of the
college.

Highest marks in Sanskrit in I.A. and
I.Sc. Examinations among the students
of the college.

Highest marks in Geology in I.Sc. Exa-
mination among the students of the
college.

Highest marks in English in the I.A. and
I.Sc. Examinations among the students
of Third Year English Honours class
of the college.

Highest marks in Geography at the I.A.
and I.Sc. Examinations obtained by a
student of this college who has been
admitted in the Third Year class.

Highest marks in Chemistry Honours in
B.Sc. Examination among the students
of the college.
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Awards on the results of B.A. and B.Sc. Examinations of the University in 1961

Name of the Prize Name of winner Condition of award

10. College Prize ", .. Shri Sudhir Ch. Dhara - .. Highest marks in Chemistry Honours,
among the Fifth Year students of this
college.

11. J. C. Nag Memorial Medal .. Sm. Suhita Guha ot .. Highest marks in Botany in B.Sc. Honours
Examination among the students of this
college.

12. J. C. Sinha Economics Prize .. Shri Dilip Kumar Acharja .. .. Highest marks in Economics Honours in

B.A. Examination among the students
of this college.

Awards on the results of M.A. and M.Sc. Examinations oOm the University in 1260

13. Chandranarayan Gold (Centered) Shri Sumit Sarkar - .. Highest marks in History among the stu-
Medal s dents of the college.
14. Cunningham Memorial Prize .. Shri Anil Kumar Kundu .. .. Highest marks in Chemistry among the

students of the college.
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16.

17.

18.

19.

20.

Awards on the results of the Annual Examination of the College in 1961

Name of the Prize Name of winner Condition of award
Ashutosh Mukherjee Prize .. Shri Tapan Kumar Das .. .. Highest marks in First Year Degree
Science Examination.
Ashutosh Mukherjee Prize .. Shri Pradip Banerjee £ .. Highest marks in First Year Degree Arts
Examination.
Kunja Behari Basak Medal .. Shri Monojit Acharyya Chaudhury .. Highest marks in Practical Chemistry

among the students of Third Year Pass
and Honours class of the college.
Nistarini Dasi Prize i .. Shri Subir Dutta s .. Best Laboratory Note-book in Physics
among the Second Year Degree Science
(Physics Honours) students of the
college.

Awards on the results of the Fourth year Arts Test Examination, 1961

H. R. James Memorial Prize by Sri K. Shri Gautam Chakravarty
P. Khaitan o .

H. M. Percival Memorial Prize by Sm. Debjani Das

Shri K. P. Khaitan

Highest marks in English Honours among

the Fourth Year students of the college.

.. Highest marks in Economics Honours

- among the Fourth Year students of
the college.

L
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RESULTS AND PRIZES
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The results of this year’s B.A. & B.Sc. examinations having come out just in
time to catch the magazine while going to press, a list of those who have secured
First Class honours is given below, as far as I know in order of merit. Any mistake

is regretted.

B.A
English
Aditya Kumar Bhattacharya
Indra Nath Guha
History
Saurindra Nath Roy
Ranu Guha
Pratap Mukherji
Uma Roy

Sadhan Kumar Mukherji

Economics
Asoke Kumar Basu o 4%
Badal Mukherji 38 v
Swapna Roychoudhuri

Geography
Abhijit Gupta
Indira Ganguly
Arabinda Biswas

Sanskrit
Mrinal Kanti Ganguly

Statistics
Malay Ghosh

B Sc.
Physics

Susanta Kumar Mukherji
Santosh Kumar Samaddar
Aloke Kumar Majumdar
Prabir Roy

Arkaprabha Deb
Monoranjan Saha
Samarendra Nath Biswas
Dwijadas Chakravartty
Pradip Mukherji

Asit Ranjan Das
Susanta Ranjan Bagchi
Dhiranjan Roy

Chemistry
Samir Kumar Chatterji

Mandira Ganguly
Ramananda Bhaduri

1st
2nd

2nd
4th
Hth
6th
7th

1st
st
3rd

1st
2nd
3rd

1st
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Physiology

Asoka Bhattacharya
Illora Chaudhuri

Lalit K. Gokuldas Barai
Aparna Bannerji

Asis Kumar Basu Mallick

Debaki Set

Sabita Dey

Sukla Nandy
Geology

Asoke Basak

Nabendra Lal Basak

Monoj Kumar Nandi

Dilip Kumar Biswas

Phoolan Prasad

Sudarshan Senapati e
)

Statement about ownership and other particulars of the Presidency College

Magazine:—

1. Place of publication
2. Periodicity of publication

3. Printer’s Name
Nationality
Address

4. Publisher’s Name

Nationality
Address

5. Editor’s Name
Nationality
Address

6. Names and Addresses of the indivi-
duals who own the newspaper or
publication

Calcutta.

Yearly.

Principal, Presidency College.
Indian.

86/1, College Street, Calcutta-12.

Principal, Presidency College.
Indian.
86|1, College Street, Calcutta-12.

Shri Gautam Chakravartty.
Indian.
25|A, South End Park, Calcutta-29.

Presidency College.

I, Gautam Chakravartty, hereby declare that the particulars given above are

true to the best of my knowledge and belief.

Sd/. GautaM CHAKRAVARTY,

Editor,
. Presidency College Magazine.
The magazine is printed and published in the
official capacity of the Principal. The name of

the present Principal is Dr. Sanat Kumar Basu.



1914-15
1915-17
1917-18
1918-19
1919-20
1920-21
1921-22
1921-22
1922-23
- 1923-24
1924-25
1926-27
1927-28
1928-29
1929-31
1931-33
1933-34
1934-35
1935-36
1936-37
1937-38
1938-39
1939-40
1940-41
1941-42
1942-46

1946-47
1947-48
1948-49
1949-50
1950-51
1951-52
1952-53
1953-54
1954-55
1955-56
1956-57
1957-58
1958-59
1959-60
1960-61
1961-62

PRESIDENCY COLLEGE MAGAZINE

Secretaries :

JoceEsH CHANDRA CHAKRAVARTI, B.A.

Prarurra Kumar Sircar, B.A.

Rama Prasap MuUkHOPADHYAY, B.A.

Maumoop Hasan, BA.

Paran Cuanbra GancooLl, B.A.

Syama Prasap MOOKER JEE

Brmar Kumar BHATTACHARYYA

Uma Prasap MOOKER JEE

Axkssay Kumar SircAr

Bimara Prasap MUKHER JEE

Brjov Lar Lanmrr

Lokes Cuanpra Gunaa Roy

Sunit KumaAr INDRrA @

SyEp MAHBUB MURSHED

Ajir Nata Roy

Nmmar KumMArR BHATTACHARJEE

GmrinDRA NATH CHAKRAVARTI

Supar Kumar GHosH

ProvaT Kumar Srcar

Arun Kumar CHANDRA

Ram CHANDRA MUKHER JEE

ABU Saveep CHOWDHURY

BimarL CuanDprA Darra, B.A.

PraBuAT PrASUN Mobak, B.A.

Goram Karmm

No publication due to Govt. Circular
Re. Paper Economy

JmanLaL Dev

NmmaL KuMAR SARKAR

BANGENDU GANGOPADHYAY

SOURINDRAMOHAN CHAKRAVARTY

MaNAsS MUKUTMANI

Karvan Kumar Das Gupra

Jyormmoy Par CHAUDHURY

Prapie Kumar Das

Prapip RAN JAN SARBADHIKARI

DevENDRA NATH BANNERJEE

SusaL Das Gurta

Desakr NaNDAN MOoONDAL

Tapan Kumar LAHIRI

RupENDU MAJUMDAR

AsuiM CHATTER JEE

Ajoy KuMarR BANERJEE



1941-42
1942-46

1947-48
1948-49
1949-50
1950-51
1951-52
1952-53
1953-54
1954-55
1955-56
1956-57
1957-58
1958-59
1959-60
1960-61
1961-62

PRESIDENCY COLLEGE MAGAZINE

Editors:

PramaTHA NATH BANERJEE, B.A.

Mourr Kumar SEN Gurera, BA.

Saroj Kumar Das, B.A.

Amiva Kumar Sen, BA.

Maumoop Hasan, B.A.

Pumroze E. Dastoor, B.A.

Svama Prasap MookEerjJEE, B.A.

Brajakanta Guua, BA,

Uwma Prasap MOOKER JEE

Sueopu CHANDRA SEN Gurta, B.A.

Asit Krisuna MUKHERJEE, BA.

Humayun Z. A. Kasr, BA.

Hmenpra Nata MUKHERJEE, B.A.

Suntr Kumar IMpra, B.A.

TaragNATH SEN, B.A.

Buasatosa Durtra, B.A.

A it Nata Roy, B.A.

Sacuinbra Kumar Majumpar, B.A.

NikaiLNATH CHAKRAVARTY, B.A.

ArpHENDU Baksr, B.A.

Kavrinas Lanmri, B.A.

Asor Mirra, B.A.

Bimar CuanDRA Sinma, B.A.

PraTtar CuanDrRA SEN, B.A.

Nmmar Cuanpra SEN Gupra, BA.

A. Q. M. MaxmpbiN, B.A.

ManiaL BANERJEE, B.A.

AruN BanEerjJEE, B.A.

No publication due to Govt. Circular
Re. Paper Economy

SupainDRANATH GUPTA, B.A.

Susr Kumar SEn, B.A.

Dmrr Kumar Kagr, B.A.

Kamar Kumar Guarak, B.A.

SiprRA SARKAR, B.A.

Arun Kumar Das Guera, BA.

AsHIN Ranjan Das Guera, BA,

SukHAMOY CHAKRAVARTY, B.A,

Awmiva Kumar Sen, BA,

Asoke Kumar CHATTERJEE, B.A.

Asoke Sanjay Guma, BA.

Kerakt Kusnari, BA.

Gavatrt CHAKRAVORTY, B.A.

Tapan Kumar CHAKRABARTI, B.A.

Gauram CHakrAvARTTY, B.A.
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