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Family Planning : A Conspiracy

Sumantra Kumar Guha

Second Year, Chemistry

The slogan of Family Planning has become the catch-word
of various groups working under the present ruling class in India.
There has been a mushroom growth of family-planning centres
in and around the vast rural areas of our country. Peasants have
undergone family-planning measures even under duress in many of
the rural districts of West Bengal. Even firebrand “Marxists® like
that stutterer of Kerala offer “family-planning” as a panacea for all
evils of the century, |

But the fact remains that the hue and cry raised over
that supposed bug-bear “population explosion” is just an attempt
to camouflage the real crux of the problem viz. , the socio economic
set up of our country.

Our country is a semi-feudal and semi-colonial country. Its
semi-feudal nature is evident from the fact that more than 80%
of the Indian population fall under the category of “rural masses".
This shows that the urban population viz., the industrial workers,
constitute a very small percentage of our total population. Since
1951, even though there has been an increase in the total urban!
population its ratio to the total population of the country is still
the same. The imperialists and their lick-spittle lackeysi. e, the
comprador bureaucrat bourgeoisie (which rule our country)
attribute this phenomenon to the alarming “population explosion”,
with a view to conceal the naked semi-feudal, semi-colonial
structure of our social set-up. But facts cannot be concealed.
The growthof industry in this country is being stiffled owing to
increasing imperialist pressures. The imperialists and social- |
imperialists, eager to maintain India asa constant source for cheap
raw materials, are fighting tooth a:d nail to prevent an independent
industrial development in this country. This move is guided by
the economic platitude that the imperialist’s market will suffer a







“The Arguments of Student Unrest :
Words For The Authorities”

Kalyan Chatterjee
Third Year, Political Science

While writing this article, I am reminded of a three-day con-
ference of student leaders from about 60 Universities sponsored by the
Education Ministry and the U. G. C. Commenting on the outcome of
this conference one Mr. Narendro Aggarwal stated in The Slates-
man (Letters to-the-Editor Section, June 5-6) that this conference
could have made history. It was for the first time that an all-India
student leaders’ conference was jointly convened. The Education
Minister, Dr. V. K. R. V. Rao and the U. G. C. Chairman, Dr. D. S.
Kothari, were present throughout the proceedings to give a patient
hearing to the grievances of the students. What did the students
say ? The conference offered the opportunity of establishing a
dialogue berween the students and educational authorities. But
instead of discussing student problems and the issues concerning
student welfare, the “self-styled student politicians” engaged them-
selves in political diatribes. They were more interested in debating
political ideologies than in passing high sounding, wise resolutions.
A ceiling on income and expenditure was demanded. Among other
items of discussion was the demand for state takeover of banks. The
issue of official language was also raised. “I will speak in Oriya”,
shouted one of the delegates. To cap it all, attempt was made to
denounce the capitalist system. Mr. Aggarwal concludes that the
people at large will realize that these students do not represent the
aspirations of the majority of the students or the youth of the
country.

An article, captioned “A Basically Wrong Approach To
Student Problems” by one Mr. P. C. Malhotra was published in the
same newspaper on June 14 The writer of this one-sided article
condemned, just as Mr. Aggarwal had done, the students for partici-
pating in active politics. It is a pity, he stated, that student problems
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are discussed and attempted to be solved on the footing of labour
problems. Those who are trying to import trade-union concepts into
the academic world “are ignoring the dangerous consequences.” The
majority of students will remain indifferent to such ideas and the
real beneficiaries will be “those students who consider Universities as
good training ground for their future political career.” The first
mature step. therefore, in adopting remedies for educational ailments
will be to de-politicize the student problems. The prevailing
situation in the College and University campuses 1s best described as
“¢he dictatorship” of a group of self-styled student revolutionaries
which leads to a ““fascist-type hack lash.” A democracy cannot afford

to encourage this trend.

As we see, both Mr. Aggarwal and Mr. Malhotra are dead
against the politicization of student problems. Both seem to hold
the traditional view that the toremost task of the students
is to study inside the locked-room- Politics is nasty business, and
students must keep away from it, |

If we just pick up a copy of any newspaper or a mass
circulation journal we will easily see that at least one of its columns
contains materials on student unrest all over the world. New Delhi
spares no pains simply to convince us that ' we should consider politics
as the last resort of the scoundrel and therefore should keep away
from it. it. But despite this spate of printed matter. ' the press in
India and the ruling class are profoundly ignorant of the
realities of the problem. They know next to nothing about the
origin of the student unrest 3 the image they hold of the. present-
day student community is distorted to the point of falsehood ; and
the vision they have of its future is quite unrelated to the factors
and forces that are shaping the destinies of the thousands of students
of India.

Almost all the political commentators condemning the
students for resorting to politics, do present facts wrongly. As to
Mr. Aggarwal’s view that the “self-styled student leaders engaged
themselves in political diatribes,” it may well be said that the
student leaders who joined the conference were not at all
“self-styled”. They were mostly elected student-union reptesentatives.

3 6




The Arguments of Student Unrest - !

- Secondly, it is not true ¢hat they did not discuss their own problems

or offer any fruitful suggestions. Theré had been hot exchanges of
ideas among them indeed, but they did pass some important resolu-
tions connected with our educationl system. And in doing SO they
'shnwed.commenda‘ble maturity. Take for instance the controversial
issue of student participation in the administrative bodies of the
Universities. They stressed the need for their participation in acad-
emic and administrative affairs, including syllabus and - examination
reforms. They wanted to replace the present examination system
which encourages selective study and browsing and cramming, by an
examination system which would assess the individaal progress of the
students In 2 comprehensive manner, with emphasis on objective
tests and pmblem-uriented constructive questions, This was of course
4 wise suggestion.

It is true that the students of to-day are more involyed in
p_ractital politics than they were, say, tWO of three generations
ago. But have we ever made any genuine attempt to find out
the reasons why they engage themselves in politics 7 Have we
ever tried to-dig deep into the causes behind student unrest { Let us
not take that hidebound and <anctimonious attitude which has
created the present rutin the field of education. LetuS “‘sincerely’
seek out the-causes of student unrest. I think there are three factors
to be considered. - The first is economic. Our ecenomic system is such
that the students see no hope of a bright future. They know that
the govt. will do next to nothing for them when they leave their
Universities or Colleges as the case may be. They are always assured
of jobs by the would-be ML As before every election. But as soon as
the election is over the MLAs forget their assurances and all
become rarely-visible VIPs. Unemployment among them is daily
increasing. A recent survey has revealed that only in West Bengal,
more than four lakh people are unemployed. Their hope that things

will improve for them is confronted with the reality of things getting
worse day by day. :

The second factor is psychological. Many of the students,
who wander about in the streets, get no jobs, and see no possibility
of .ecunnmlc progress, are becoming disillusioned, frustrated, and
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¢t from press accounts. Some commentators
have put the blame ona handful of self-styled romantic Guevaran
revolutionaries or New Leftists, playing at revolution 3 or on inde-
cisive academic administrators, or on the contageous epidemic
of student unrest as a whole which is sweeping the world today. All
of these elements are in the cauldron indeed, but they are not the
only ingredients. They would not have produced such widespread
unrest unless a considerable part of the student community felt a
a deep sense of grievance. And with justification and good reasons of
course. What do the students want ? Understand this: The stu®
dents want to have “a visible relationship between knowledge and
action, between the questions asked in the class rooms and the life
they live outside it” (Jencks and Riesman) ' But instead they get
‘“pedantry and alienated erudition”. It is therefore no wonder if they
are “turned off” and convinced that all systematic formal intellectual

effort is just ‘‘a waste of time".

than one might collec

A short term solution, as some university authorities are
beginning to realise, is to hand over to the students, a great share of
responsibility. That is to say, students are sought to be accomo-
dated in the administrative bodies of the university. But stunents’
participation in the university affairs poses some practical problems.
How should they be chosen t By simple choice by the university
faculty, or by the system of electiony If the former method is
adopted can anybody assure that it would not pave the way for
rampant nepotism 1 Election of the student representatives is per-
haps the last possible system that the University authorities will
approve of, lest it might destroy the conservative clique inside the
University.

And so student participation as 2 feasible solution of the
problem of student unrest is not a practical propnsition. It may be
a temporary remedy but in the long run it will usher in confusion
and chaos. Moreover even if the students are allowed to exert
full control over the administrative machinery of the University,
the educational system as such will not be totally changed. The
vested interests will oppose all sorts of educational reforms. The
student representative may suggest the replacement of a back-dated
text book by a relativelys modern one, but the suggestion will never
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the purchasing power of the Indian people has declined considerably,
no rise in effective demand and so there 1s no
opportunity for new investment in productive sectors. Unless
something is done to remove this basic difficulty, we can never be
able to pull the nation out of the great recession. For Fhat we need
an agrarian revolution, not merely bank nationalisation. Govern-
ment has undertaken bank nationalisation only to mislead the people
and to counteract the revolutionary tendencies prevailing in India,

hence there is

There are several political parties in India who think that
the mere nationalisation of any sector of the economy would acceler-
ate the rate of economic growth and would reduce the inequality
among several groups and regions. But they have forgotten that
the so-called nationalisation of many sectors not only in this country
but also in foreign countries has failed to achieve its goal and to
bring about a radical change in the economic structure of the
society. Rather they have strengthened the bourgeois state power
and have led to economic stagnation, bureaucratic corruption and
the lack of inertia.

In India we have nationalised more than a decade ago the
Life Insurance Companies, the State Bank of India or the Imperial
Bank. The politicians concluded that these sectors have been
nationalised in the interest of the common men and for the progress
of the greater community. But what have the proletariat and the
hungry people around us gained from it ? They have gained absolu-
tely nothing, According to the report of the Hazari Commission,
after the nationalisation the State Bank of India and the Life Insur-
ance Companies have provided the lion’s share of their loanable
funds to only 20 big industrial houses and one of them received
about 79 of total credits. Again, according to the report of the
Rural Credit Survey, the nationalised State Bank has helped the big
landlords and moneylenders to obtain bank credit at 2 low rate of
interest and to lend this money to the farmers in villages at an
interest rate as high as possible ( ranging from 50% to 80% ). The
nationalisation of banks would also strengthen their policy of
oppressing the toiling masses by the big bourgeoisie and big landlords,
because the so-called nationalisation would enable the moneylenders
to obtain additional resources to exploit the peasants. Hence the
nationalisation may satisfy the mere sentiments of some political
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by the stafe. Again, Mirs Gandhi has no intention of launching a
new era of nationalisation. She is also unwilling to transfer re-
sources which have been already employed in private sectors.
Private traders and enterpreneurs have been assured that they would
receive sufficient credits. Above all foreign banks have been kept
untouched, although they are controlling ahout 209, of the total
deposits of the com mercial banks, The compensation scheme has been
finalised in such a way that the shareholders would be paid a fair
and equitable compensation as early as = passible. The bank
autonomy is kept undisturbed. Last of all, the statements made
by big traders, big industrialists and bankers make it clear that
they are least worried over bank nationalisation. From all these
circumstances, it follows that the so-called bank-nationalisation
is not a nationalisation at all.

In fact, the nationalisation of the means of production is
possible only under the dictatorship by the proletariat and itis
impossible under any other political structure. The peasants, the
working class and the toiling people must first of all seize the power
of the state (whichis the highest form of organisation of the
exploiting classes to control the socio-economic structure for their
own class interest) in order to win their freedom and libe ration. But
what state power should they seize  They must smash the existing
state apparatus and should ‘replace it by a new state apparatus of
their own. But that can never be done through the battle of the
ballot box. The idea of bringing about fundamental changes in the
dass-relation and production-relations simply by getting hold over
the existing state apparatus 1s clearly anti-Marxist. Thelndian cons-
titution was framed not by the elected representatives of the people
but by the big bourgeoisie and big landlords. It retains all the
essential components of state power such as bureaucracy, police and
the military. So the elected representatives have basically no
power to change the bourgeois social order and to interfere with
the existing production-relations even in a limited measure.
The so-called democracy in India is only a weapon of the reaction-
ary r_ulzrs to exercise dictatorship over the working class, labouring’
peasants and the working youth. Even the rulers have not the
full freedom to exercise the dictatorship rather they are the
partners of the foreign imperialist, They are trying to damage the
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revolutionary movement of the working class and the labouring
peasants, and to lead them on the road of reformism and to arouse
in it the spirit of passivity, Thisis the ugly face of parliamentary
democracy as exposed in India. Under these circumstances, the
only way to build socialism is to seize the state power by means of
agrarian revolution, which has already begun in at least eight states
in India,

Hence the Indian people should not be misled by the so-
called bank nationalisation. They should not forget that in true
senses of the terms India is not independent and democratic rather
she is semi-colonial and semi-feudal. Internally she has no demo-
cracy but isunder feudal oppression and in her external relations
she has no national liberty but she is oppressed by imperialism. To
throw away the so-called democracy and to liberate the toiling
people, we need an agrarian revolution. First of all we have to
wipe out feudalism (which is the main base of imperialism in
India) in the countryside, we have to build up armed forces in
the course of the struggle and then we have to capture the big
cities. This is the correct line of Marxism —Leninism for the pro-
letarian revolution and the dictatorship of the proletariat.

“Love as an idea is a product of objective practice,
Fundamentally, we do not start from ideas but from
objective practice. Our writers and artists who come
from the ranks of the intellectuals love the proletariat
because society has made them feel that they and the
proletariat share a common fate.

—Mao Tse-Tung
[Yenan forum on literature and art]
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Muhammad-bin-Tughlug Reconsidered

Pijush Chakrayarty

[ Pijush Chakravarty came (o Presidency College in 1964 and joined
the History Honours class. He had stood first at the Higher Secondary
Examination that year. He took his B. A. with high first-class honours in
1967.  He died on 25th April 1969 after 2 mysterious illness. He was then
reading for his M. A. in History. This article is based on a paper he read

to the History Seminer. ]

None of the makers of Indian History has been the subject of
such conflicting valuations, as Muhammad-Bin-Tughlug who occu-
pied the throne of Delhi Sultanate for twenty-six years, (1325 to
1351) and filled these years with activities which prove to be the
greatest puzzle for any historian. While the contemporary chroni=
clers denounced him as a 7 alim-Sultan’ or ‘Khuni-Sultan’, and while
the conservative writers Seemed to ¢take much pleasure in their
efforts to prove him an insane monarch, there is a distinct tendency
among the modern writers to hail him as'one of the ablest men
among the crowned heads of the middle-age’. It is really very diffi-
cult to give the true interpretation of the policy of this sultan, who
was an enigma to Barani, an enemy of Islam and {riend of Hinduism
to Isami, an insane person to Elphinstone and a mixture of opposites
and a freak of nature to others. No agreed verdict can be pronous
nced on him, because his judges wear spectacles of various tints.
Still, asa student of history, I venture to draw the attention of the
readers to some recent reconsiderations on Muhammad-Bin-Tughlug.

Muhammad-Bin-Tughlug is generally grossly misunderstood
for the fact that he has been misrepresented. He had the misfor~
tune of having the most unsympathetic choniclers, who, for all their
good intentions, took a prejudiced view of things. It is a misfortune
that Ziya-ud-Din Barani, has been regarded as his apologist while
Ibn Batutah, who was decidedly biased has been called an impar-
tial journalist. Barani did not deny the merits of the sultan, for
they were too well-known to be denied. But, he took care at the
same _time to stress all his weaknesses and faults. When, sketching
his character, Barani made use of hyperbolical language and satirical
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but, the legends on his coin prove that the sultan had not the
slightest intention of defrauding or cheating his subjects,

The scheme was, on the whole; reasonably good and states
manlike, but it failed in the hands of the emperor despite his good
intentions. He had not made the issue of the coins a state monopoly.
The result was, as the contemporary chronicler points out in right
orthodox fashion, that the house of every Hindu was turned into a
mint, and lakhs and crores of coins were manufactured here and
there, The state was constantly defrauded, trade came toa stands
still, all business was paralysed. Great confusion prevailed, merchants
refused to accept the new ‘coins’ which “hecame as valuless as pebbles
or potsherds”. The emperor, whose honesty of intention, cannot be
questioned, recalled all the copper tokens and exchanged them at
their face value. All forgery was thus stopped. Thus the sultan
managed a most difficult situation with astonishing success. All panic
ended. The people were so gratified that not a murmur about it was
heard by Ibn Batutah, who arrived in Indid shortly after.

Thus, the Sultan committed a benevolent blunder. On the
otherhand, never were benevolent schemes of refom more cruelly
frustrated by the people, who misunderstood his real intentions. The
unlettered masses, who received the coins in great number raised
disturbances and thought that the emperor was going to cheat them.
We should also remember that this experiment was the first of its
kind in India, and we should not expect a complete success. The
Sultan should not be blamed for the failure of the scheme, which
was inevitable in India of the fourteenth century. He should be
admired for the novelty of the plan, boldness of its execution and for

his wisdom to repeal his former edict as soon as he found out his
mistake,

Some of the historians persist in calling him a born-tyrant and

an oppressive ruler. They refer to the enhancement of taxation in
the Doab and the rebellion of the inhabitants, as their evidence.
Barani describes it repeatedly, and impresses upon the reader the
atrocious regime based on a policy of high exaction and exorbitant
demands introduced in the Doab. Barani, whose native district also
suffered from effects of enhancment, bitterly inveighs agaist the
sultan. To him, it was the greatest of the sultan’s blunder and
operated to the ruin of country and and the decay of the people”,
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Firishta's account, which says; “Having heard of the great wealth of
China, Muhammad Tughlug conceived the idea of subduing that
empire ; but in order to accomplish his design it was found necessaty
first to conquer the country of Himachal.” Barani has mentioned: it
as a part of the Khurasn expedition. He tells us that sultan resolved
to conquer Khurasan and so thought it necessary to bring under the
dominion of Islam, “This mountain which lies between the territories
of India and those of China so that the passage of soldiers and the
march of the army might be rendered easy.” But, this view cannot
be acccepted because the Quarajal mountain was no barrier in the
way to Khorasan.

The Kitab-ur-Rihlah helps us to establish the objective of the
Quarajal expedition. It says that Quarajal was held by one of the
most powerful rulersiIt is evident from the Tarikh-i-Mubarak
Shahi that the hills of Kumaon served as the place of refuge for the
rebels against the government of Delhi. The Quarajal expedition
seems to have been sent to complete the chain of fortsfications in
the north.

A large army, 80,000 according to Badauni, and a lakh,
according to Isami was sent. The first attack of the imperialists was
a success, but when the rainy season set in the troops became
demoralised and it became impossible to o-tain supplies from head-
quarters. T he troops suffered heavily and the entire baggage of the
army was plundered by the wily mountaineers. Only ten hnraemgﬁr
returned to tell the story of this terrible disaster. The sultan

cannot be blamed for the great disaster to army. Severe rain, B
strange diseases—could all these be anticipated by the sultanp
It may be noted that the object of the expedition was realised the

ruler of Quarajal acknowledged the authority of Delhi.
Destiny allowed no respite to this unlucky monarch. From
1335 started a series of rebeltions and with energy and superhuman

efforts, the sultan rushed from one place to another to put down :
them. But, his empire . was vast, his officers were corrupt
orthodox were his enemies, and communication was poor. Thesultan
was all alone ; yet he did not abandon his task in despair. At last,
in 1351, death relieved this idealist sultan from the unsympathetic
subjects over whom he had ruled. ST
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