e PV@SM@MU

OLLM@ MAOIZLNE

2008-2009



Ky

e




Presidency College

Wla.gazine

(VOLUME 69)

2008-2009




“Though wild-waves roll between us now’ MAGAZINE COMMITTEE

[ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS] m  Sonjib Ghosh {Principal)
o ® Devasish Sen {Bursar)
Sanjib Ghosh {Principal)

. m Sanghita Sen (Teacher in Charge
Devasish Sen (Bursar) of Publications)
Sanghita Sen (Teacher in Charge L

of Publications) ® Swanap Kumar De
® Niranjan Goswami (Teacher Editors)
Swanap Kumar De B Himanshu Kumar
Niranjan Goswami (Teacher Editors) _
Himanshu Kumar = An“eSh Chakrabor‘ty (General Ed“ors)
B Sreecheta Das _

Debrarayan Chakrabarti (Senior Librarian)

Biioy De (Librarian) ® Dinanath Singh (Editor, Hindi Section)
Swapan Kumar Mukheriee {Library Staff) ®  Soumik Saha {Publications Secretary)
Cover Design Anitesh Chakraborty

o e
Do (Derozio Section) Souvik Gupta vaya | Special Thanks to :

l Aviroop Sengupla, Bikram Kishore Bhattacharya,
Cover Photographs Avishek Ghosal . ishita Kundu, Somiddho Basu, Samhita Sanyal

Joy Saha e S e e

Illustration : Sangbida Lahiri

All rights of publications reserved by Presidency College, Kolkata.

Printers : Jayasree Press, 91/1B, Baithakkhana Road, Kofkata-9
Published in 2009 by the Magazine Commitiee, Presidency College, Kolkaota



n Contents

Foreword

HAAETE

QA ST, TPV @Y 99
GTAC AW ® IS

B @ @csm - WR-gfE
BNCAFATAT Sy 4T afee

=%l e — 93 fevreg g
(TG GTrSE o

The Battle for Kargil :
Post-Modern War in South Asia

Should men be feminists?

R - A W SENE
& G SN (ALY

tE s
e @ ¢

75 afas)

Sanjib Ghosh
Ffred sEaet
e fig
S FLN
Tfret we

T. Roma sEE

GA YA
T, Ferndt w1y
sifefee we

Kaushik Roy

Samita Sen

Rotiger 9t By
syl (AT
aFSt MR OF

ALAD (W]

24

27

A

41

42

7% s e
95 Ffer
YIS, o (A
oy T
IR E
TIME

NAMELESS ME

SPRING-SONG : A BALLAD

THAT MAN

The dark of night nurtured desire

Last Christmas

&

m

AT ; dHR H AR

Eq o fkEit
| via §

TF B HT
% o fod ?

AR PR YA
oratEife R

ST ICwAT
afre Tetod

chfie

gfoum st
Lumbini Shili
Poulomi Ghosh
Yashodhara Ghosh
Amrita Mukherjee
Sunayan Mukherjee
Sayantan Auddy
e gER e

ST

Wi =y

g fHe

FHIE AR

Ha fag oy

47

48

49

50

51

51

52

52



The Death of The Author :
Thus Spoke The Phoenix

Fictionesque

The Romance of Fatehpur Sikri
Ear R et PR L I

LT GErelal

TleFT - AW A ARG 7
HERTL - h1HT

it A 8 ey
FT AR
“Junks”...Sorry, We are
just Disciples

The Parable of The Mycorrhiza

Arka Chattopadhyaya
Anandaroop Sen
Parameshwari Sircar
CrONILIG]

afofs) MG

WA IR

gy e

Amrit Kumar

Aniket Sengupta

“e7 WE AE. .43 NrE @SS wWE SIBIGT

A15{G151 A4S F AT LA
R L RS

P as s s

Leaves of Grass — A Journey

=fe caratdh
sfFet A
Pritha Kundu

On Satan, Satanists & Satanism Ujaan Ghosh

Nationalism Revisited

Raniganj Coal-fields —
A Reality Check

Somak Biswas

Udita Mukherjee

57

59

62

68

70

72
74

75

79

87

89

92

100

Presidency (ollege Magizine 2008-2009

ST TAIT AT (514
FToR <ig

fRarsitag sigas

¢ Rrafee =aq e

Extracts from the Proceedings

of the Hindu College Commitiee
relating to the dismissal of Henry

Louis Vivian Derozio

“Gems in bezels” —
sonnets of Juvenis

sfadt efy rafase ERES SR
e feralfoe o il waaB s oraferm SomR
ferafee vz S Tafret wigam
Derozio — The first voice

against conservatism

The Fire Sermon

What Constitutes the
Presidencian today... (A survey)

Editors and Publication Secretaries of
. the Presidencey College Magazine

Prof. Susobhan Sarkar

Chaitaji Maitra

Shriya Bandyapadhyay

Jhelum Roy

101
104

113

119

122
124
133

135

137

142

144

150



Presidency College Magizine 2008-2009
FOREWORD

with this volume, Presidency College Magazine has spanned 69 years of publication. The uniqueness of the Magazine
does not stem only from the stretch of its publication but more significantly from the imaginative vigour exhibited in every
issue. The legacy of the College has been imbued and transmitted in the creative endeavour of the students channeled

through the Annual Magazine.

Intellectual engagement, novelty of ideas and the spirit to express them freely have been the guiding principles of the
Magazine. The eclectic mosaic of the contributions to the magazine clearly bears out the fact that Presidency College nurtures
curiosity, zeal, ingenuity and excellence.

The achievements of the College in this year have been remarkable. Attempts have been made to implement severatl
recommendations of the Seven Member Expert Committee constituted by the Government of West Bengal. Granting of partial
financial autonomy to the College has allowed generation of funds and retention of tuition fees. These affirmative measures
can lead to the broadening of scope in collaborative research activity. One such project with Tata Steel is already underway.
Upgradation and modernization of infrastructure of the College have also been carried on, which includes completion of two
top floors of the Central Library Building, developmental work in the Science departments, the ongoing project of air conditioning
of Derozio Building as well as planning of a State- of —the art Seminar Room in the College.

The College was honoured by the presence of the Governor of West Bengal, Sri Gopal Krishna Gandhi, who inaugurated
and delivered the keynote address in the UGC Sponsored National Seminar on “ Henry Louis Vivian Derozio: A Reappraisal”
organized by the Derozio Bicentenary Celebration Committee on 22nd and 23rd December, 2008. The occasion was also
graced by other eminent speakers. Year long programmes are also underway to commemorate the 150th birth anniversary
of Acharya Jagadish Chandra Bose. v

A formal MOU has been signed between the College and Ecole Polytechnique, Paris. Academic teams from the Chemistry
departments of Universite Joseph Fourier and Grenoble Codex, France visited the College. PG programmes are slated to
be introduced in the Departments of Bengali and Bio-Chemistry from the Session of 2009-10 in accordance with our continuous
efforts towards academic expansion. Researtch work in various departments of the college is contributing positively in
sustaining high academic standards of the College. ,

The publication of the Magazine is a continuance as well as enrichment of the tradition of the college in keeping with
the necessities of changing times. | extend my best wishes to the students in their eifort to inculcate the dynamism that
set them apart as leaders of tomorrow in every sphere of their activities.

Sanjib Ghosh
Principal
Presidency College, Kolkata
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The Battle for Kargil : Post-Modern War in South fisia

Kaushik Roy
Professor, Department of History

26 May 1999. A batch of MIG 21 unleash air to surface missifes in sub-Arctic conditions along the ice capped Himalayan peaks
in north Kashmir. The fight for dominating the battlespace at Kargil has started. For the first time in independent India’s history, fighters
and fighter-bombers are used in ground strafing missions directed against the insurgents. The Indian Air Force (iAF) supported by the
ground combat units start Operation Vijay to flush out the Pakistani backed infiltrators from the Kargil-Drass sector. Towards the end
of July, the Indian government claims victory.

But ihere is a caveat. How is it that the JAF and the best units of the Indian Army supported by heavy artillery needed so much
time to drive back the lightly armed Pathan and Afghan guerrillas who were supported by intermittent, indirect artillery fire from Pakistan?’
The bitter truth is that even after two months of grueling combat, the Indian armed forces were unable to annihilate the enemy units.
The latter were allowed to pull out safely after hectic diplomatic activities. This lack of a decisive victory is difficult to explain because
the same Indian military was instrumental in the capitulation of cne-fourth of the Pakistani Army in Bangladesh in 1971.

Paradigm Shift : Post-Modern War Replaces Industrial Age War :

What has happened after 1971 is not that the Indian military’s combat effectiveness has declined due to corruption, and inadequate
modernization. Actually the nature of warfare has changed. The end of the Cold War did not result in & warless international order. Rather
the dynamics of warfare is transformed. From the 1980s due to technological and political changes, the world witnessed the emergence
of a new form of warfare which is termed by the military theorist as Post-Modern Warfare or Information age Warfare of Operations
Other Than Warfare (OOTW). This form of cambat is the product of revolutionary information techonologies especially in the arena of
microcircuitry and is most likely in the ethnic, culturai and religious strife in the Eurasian landmass. And it has rendered useless the
conventional military machines with their cumbersome command structures and divisional organization geared for attritional industrial warfare
among the states.?

What are the features of this new form of warfare? Past-Modern warfare is dispersed, sporadic and scattered. It can occur everywhere
simultaneously: along the information highways, in cyberspace, and also in deep space. The minimalist groups practicing subversion might
paralyze the electronic nervous system of the developed societies by attacking the civilian and military computers.®* A combination of
microchip and infotech revolutions resulting in new sensing and targeting technologies have resulted in the horizontal and vertical expansion
of the battlespace.* This form of combat is characterized by the concept of ‘vanishing battlefields’.* Thus the conventional battlefields
where the armies used to meet resulting in a headlong clash as evident during the two World Wars and the Korean War is a thing
of the past.

Recent flashpoints in the globe which includes Kargil and Kosovo witnessed some features of this new form of warfare. The point
to be noted is that the elements of this new form of warfare first manifested itself in the Soviet-Afghan War of the 1980s. Mostly stateless
marginal groups when supported by powers that aspire to become regional hegemons conduct this new form of combat. The objective
of such combat is to engage limited number of soldiers for limited duration to derive limited political leverages. The insurgents take
advantage of the cheap revolutionary technologies which are easily available in the international arms bazaar. The shoulder carried anti-
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tank missiles could easily destroy the most advanced tanks available to the armies of the world. Recently, w_ith thes'e weapons t“ne
Chechen guerrillas gave hell to the Russian tank armies.” Another mass produced one-man missile is the shomder.f;red antl-arlcraﬁ missile.
These lethal weapons could be fired by even relatively untrained militias because these are heat seeking guided weapons. The heat
waves emitted by the engines of the airborne vehicles attract these missiles towards them. The Afghan guerrillas with these weapons
downed several Soviet ground attack helicopters.

The operational scenario that the IAF faced in Kargil was similar to that faced by the Soviet Air Force over Afghanistan. The terrain
of Afghanistan and Kashmir is similar. The nature of threat was alike. Guerrillas motivated by islam were challenging the soversignty
of the government. The hardware of the IAF was also supplied by the Soviet military establishment. And India committed tha same
mistakes the Soviets did. However, India has less justification in legitimizing her defects because New Delhi should have learnt from
the Sowviet failure.’”

Both the Soviets and the Indians faced guerrilas perched along the crests of the mountains and direct assaults on them by the
infantry were not only costly but also time consuming. Moscow's solution was to blast the guerrilla strongpoints with airpower. New Delhi
also follosed this policy. Initially the Soviets used Mi-17 helicopters armed with cannons to smash the guerrilla strongpoints. But ithe
man-portable surface to air missils soon destroyed so many helicopters that these gunships were withdrawn from Afghanistan. India had
brought such assault helicopters from Moscow in the 1980s.

(n the last week of May 1999, the {AF’s reaction in Kargil was the carbon copy of the Soviet air policy in Afghanistan. The iAF
launched the Mi-17 helicopters against the insurgents trained by Afghan guerrilias. Within two days of launching the operation, one heliccpter
was lost. Unlike the Soviets, the IAF's helicopter fleet was small. Moreover, the IAF’'s chopper fleet suffered from a tremendous shortage
of spare parts. Hence after the drubbing of May 28, the helicopters were withdrawn from Kargil.®

From June onwards a new policy was foliowed. Like the NATO Air Force in Kosovo, the IAF used laser-guided precision bombs
against the insurgents.’ The United States Air Force (USAF) and the NATO found out that the Serbian army by making bonfires on
the hilitops diverted the heat seeking bombs away from their bunkers. And at low altitudes, the shoulder-fired missiles remained the
principal threat for the Western airforces at Kosovo." The Mujahideen guerrillas presented the same threat at Kargil. In the end the Indian
infantry fought it out and suffered many casualties in the process.

‘Savage Warfare’ of British-India as Precurson of Post-Modern War : ‘

Why can't we learn from history? The Post-Modern conflicts have lots of similarties with the low-intensity warfare, which occurred
in British-India. Both were insurgency operations conducted by the religious fanatics armed with the latest weapons. The British-indian
Army had to face continuous raids by the Pathan tribal guerrillas encouraged by Afghanistan along the Indus frontier just as the post-
independent Indian Army is facing challenges from the insurgents supported by Pakistan. Again the British-Indian land forces could not
cross the international border between India and Afghanistan to flush out these guerrillas just as the present day Indian Army could
not cross the Line of Gontrot (LOC). There was no technological gap between the Pathan guerrillas and the British-indian military personnal.
Both sides were equipped with Lee Enfield rifles. Similarly no significant technical gap existed between the Pakistan backed infilirators
and the Indian Jawans. The Pakistani backed intruders were armed with ‘Stinger’ missiles which could down Indian aircrafts. In an earlier
era, the Raj's Army had found out that mechanized heavy artillery, armoured cars, tanks and trucks were of limited utility in the roadless
hilty terrain of northwest India. The Royal Air Force tried bombing but low population density and absence of highly developed civilian
mfrastructure resulted in minimal damage." This geographic obstacle which limits the use of high-grade military hardware remains true
in the present scenario. It is to be noted that the use of laser guided precision bombs by state of the art Mirage 2000 fighter-bombers
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was of iimited utility during the Kargil operations: Since the present day Indian Armed Forces are the lineal descendants of the Raj's
military estaklishment, a study of how the British-Indian military was able to contain the northwest frontier infiltrators might have contemgorary
relevance,

The British-Indian Army tried to tackle the problem of the Pathan guerrillas ‘butcher and bolt' expeditions {termed by the imperial
mifitary theorist C.E. Callwell as ‘Savage War'} through organizational means. Thase are relevant for present day OOTW, First. top-down
centralized cormnand structure was done away with and the junior officers in charge of patrols designed to wrack down the guerrillas were
given wide autherity and autonomy. Thus emerged in the British-Indian Army a sort of command mechanics which the German miiitary
literature terms as Auflragstaktik.”* The insurgents, then and now present no conventionially equipped mass armies to be annihilated.
Again, present day societies will not accept huge losses inherent in attritional warfare. The rise of lethal technologies has made it
mandaiory o disperse the troops. Despite the advancements in surveillance equipment, the fog of war remains. And in future batliefields,
the human dimension will remain dominant. Hence, a group in the present British Army wants the ccmmand apparatus for set-piece
encolniters to be replaced by a command siructure geared for rapid maneuver operations for infiltrating enemy positions. The ofiicers
should be encouraged to show initiative, act and improvise in the face of unknown difficulties just as Auftragstakiik demands. Secondly,
the officers the British-Indian regiments were poalitically educated. They were trained to be friendly with the iscal population along the
combat zones, and urged {o respect their cultural sensibilittes. This made possibie procurement of information concerning the guerrillas
from the iocal populace and tc prevent the infiltrators from merging with them.™ One of the principal failures of the Americans in Vietham
was the inability of the American armed forces to establish friendly relations with the indigenous population.™ At present, the NATO
forces engaged in peacekeeping operations are providing political education to their military oficers. Instead of being merely warriors,
the officers are trained as soldier-statesman and as soldier~-communicator.’ Thirdly, sorme units of the British-Indian Army were specially
trained for sub-conventional operations along the frontier. Besides realistic training, these units were composed of personnel who were
acclimatized in high altitude light infantry skirmishing duties.”®

Military Strategy of Independent India
Our case is worse than the French Bourbons. While the latter forgot nothing and learnt nothing, we learnt nothing but forgot everything.

We forgot the art of low-intensity operations that the British taught us in the course of the nineteenth century. After 1947, India in the
dream of becoming a regional superpower, cocentrated on building an ad hoc arsenal designed for conventional
Kettelschlacht (cauldron battle).” The two conventional battles fought by the Pakistanis in 1965 and 1971 strengthened this line of thinking
within the indian military establishment. After the Bangladesh catastrophe, Pakistan probably perceived that it had no chance against
india in canventional set-piece encounters. India's greater strategic depth and four times numerical superiority had put a fullstop to any
conventional Pak adventure.' Pakistan then reveried to the strategy it had followed in 1947, that is supporting guerrilia bands in the
Kashmir valley. India’s failure to tackle the Pakistani sponsored guerrillas in Punjab and Kashmir strengthened Pakistar's resolve to continue
sub-conventional warfare on a greater scale.

The BJP government in 1998 by introducing the nuclear factor tried to blunt Pakistan’s edge in insurgency operations. However,
the nuclear weapons proved to be the ‘paper tiger as Mao Zedong had prophesized in the 1960s. India’s incapability and unwillingness
to launch tactical nuclear weapons or to cross the LOC due to economic and diplomatic pressures from the international community,
encouraged Islamabad to escalate the guerrilla war into a medium intensity war at Kargil. The objective was to gain local superiority

in order {0 achieve local and limited political gains.™
Instead of Auftragstaktik, the indian Army follows a rigid top down centralized command structure which gives neither autonomy
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nor initiative to the local field commanders facing fluid warfighting scenarios. As a result they could not take advantage _of rapidly’changing
firefight scenarios.” Due to absence of training in mission command, the Indian land forces failed to react effectively in the IQLtlal sigges
of the Kargil intrusion. Further, the Indian Army’s doctrine was designed for attritional w_arfare instead of maneuver operatpns‘a:med
to dislocate the enemy through tempo and surprise.? The net result was heavy casulalties among the Indian infantry., which in turn
made the public jittery. Due to extensive media coverage of the military operations, manpower losses became unacceptable. Probably,
the Indian government'’s aversion to sustain further manpower losses forced Delhi's hand in negotiating with the intruders at kargil.

Towards a Future Force Structure : ’ _
The information age warfare paradigm necessitates changes in the tactical doctrines, as well as in the organization of the indian

military which continues to visualize obsolete war-fighting scenarios. The Indian Army is still hankering for Main Battie Tanks (MBTs).
The Indigenous MBT has a long history of failure. The Vijayanta tank proved a failure long ago. The recent Arjun tanks’ engires are
not powerful enough. So the army is thinking of converting them into self-propelled guns. Hence the army is pressurizing the cabinet
either to upgrade the T 72s or better to acquire T 90s from the Russians. Why do the generals want tanks? Probably because they
are still thinking about a conventional tank battle on the lines of Kursk, Golan Heights, and Khem Karan to occur again between Indian
and Pakistan somewhare in the Thar desert. The adage that the generals always prepare for the wrong war at the wrong time is certainly
an overstatement but it does contain an element of truth. After the israeli Blizkrieg against the Egyptians of Anwar Sadat's rag-tag peasant
army, the world has witnessed no successful tank sortie. The failure of the Israeli armour at the Yom-Kippur War along the banks of
the Suez Canal proves that the age of armour has passed and that anti tank artillery is getting stronger day by day. Our anti-tank
missile system can take care of whatever tanks Pakistan can acquire from China and Ukraine.” And due to the nature of terrain in
the probable theatre of operations against China, the Indian Army cannot use tanks, At present the Indian Republic faces the strongest
threat from the OOTW conducted by the insurgents backed both by Pakistan and China in Kashmir, Punjab and in the Northeast. And
this sort of proxy war by our neighbours is the trend with which we have to live in the future. Will the brasshats tell us which army
in the world has used armour in counter-insurgency operation to a successiul conclusion?

Airpower is probably the answer for the future. But what sort of military hardware do we need? The IAF's recent acquisition of Sukhoi
30s. which are medium range fighter-bornbers, is of doubtful value. Due to limitations in their range and lack of refueling capcacity of
the IAF, the Sukhois cannot be used to bomb the Chinese heartland in case of theatre wide warfare with the dragon. So vis-a-vis Beijing,
the Sukhois’ deterrent value is almost zero.”” What use are the Sukhois against Pakistan? Pakistan's width is very narrow which would
mean that an aircraft such as the MIG 28 could reach any part of that country. The Sukhois’ high speed and inability to operate at
low altitudes make them almost useless in ground strafing missions against insurgents.

The Mirage 2000 pfayed an important role in blasting the defensive positions of the enemy troops at Kargil. Thus the government's
move to order for more Mirages from the French company Dassult aims in the right direction. However, the point to be noted is that
the role of airpower in future sub-conventional conflict is limited. NATO’s airstrikes during the Kosovo crisis shows this point. Insurgents
armed with shoulder launched ground to air missiles could down any hovering aircraft. Even the role of the steaith bomber is highly
overrated. The USAF has lost one such aircraft in Kosovo. No air force of the future could tolerate huge losses in skilled pilots and
costly airframes. The future is for Unmanned Aerial Vehicles (UAVs) which are cheap compared to state of the art aircraits.” India would
do better to opt'for the UAV option than the advanced fighter design {under the Light Combat Aircraft project) with which it is tinkering. =

. New Delhi is on the right track with its Advanced Light Helicopter (ALH) project. What is lacking is a coherent doctrine for using
this item properly. The ALH should be integrated with the army and airforce’s planes used for carrying troops. The creation of airberne
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or air-assault brigades with its organic medium artillery (for self-sustaining firepower) should be given priority. Such airmobile brigades
would function like the American Rapid Deployment Force. These units should be flexible, must be deployable anywhere in ‘real time’,
and would be of great value in future Kargil type operations. They could reach the scene of operations with troop carriers and paradrops.
Due to financial stringency, the Indian military may not be able to acquire adequate number of cargo carriers. In such a case the military
should enter into negotiations with the commercial airlines. It would be dangerous for us not to take account of the lessons of history.
in 1947. the Pakistani backed insurgents were prevented from capturing Srinagar because Indian infantry with medium artillers could
be rushed into the valley in the Dakotas left by the British and the Americans in the aftermath of World War 11.® When the air-mobile
combat groups are deployed, the ALH will provide missile firepower and thus could contain the situation and prevent escalation till the
foot-slogging infantry catch up. :

Even in the information warfare paradigm, infantry remains the queen of the battlefield. The action at Tiger Hili proves this point.
The Indian infantry units would have done better if they had developed on the tactics of the counter-insurgency operations evolved by
the colonial Indian Army. The field command structure should be flexible to alter the speed of battle by generating synergy without waiting
for lengthy directives and detailed plans from the corps headquarters. Some units should be trained for mountain warfare. The italian
and the Swiss Alpine units could teach us a lot in this regard. Such elite units must have integral air transport for rapid deployment.
For command and communications, satellite technology needs to be organically linked with them.

And what about naval platforms required by India? It would be too much to argue that the indian Navy will have no future role.
Littoral wartare will be a vital task for the navy. Another important mission of the navy will be to establish a coastal blockade of the
hostile state. For such tasks cheap diesel submarines capable of operating in shallow coastal waters, minesweepers and missile carrying
frigates are required. Instead of acquiring such platforms, the starry eyed admirals are thinking of buying an aircraft carrier from Russia
and if possible to use the naval version of the Sukhois from the aircraft carrier.” The admirals should note that due to india’s long
coastline, land based long range bombers could penetrate deep over the ocean from the coastal airfieids.® They could be supplemented
by shore based medium range ballistic missiles. The experience of the US Navy is illustrative here. The US Navy in spite of having
the largest number of operational aircraft carriers accepts that the carrier battle group concept has become inoperable in the new era
of warfare. Even the nuclear powered aircraft carriers are now considered as ‘sitting ducks’ vis-a-vis the land based theatre wide ballistic
missiles. Finally, India lacks funds to create a ‘Blue Water Navy'. Rather, she sould go for a competent ‘Brown Water Navy” which would
be able to project power along the enemy shorelines by landing marines and carrying out limited amphibious operations.? This would
prevent Pakistan from feeding more military assets to the crucial air-land battle.

Conclusion
The Pakistani Foreign Minister, in July 1899 had warned India that there might be “many Kargils”™ unless India accommodates the

demand of the secessionists. If this threat materializes then what should be India's military response? The present Indian armed forces
do not have capability to contain several Kargil-like scenarios simultaneously. Would an increase in the size of the military forces rectify
this inadequacy? Well, the defence expenditures cannot be raised beyond a certain limit. The belief that the Indian military is underfunded
is a myth. The government spends adequate amout of money but it is not properly utilized. One solution s to transform the army from
a labour intensive force to a capital-intensive force along the lines suggested above. The politicans must forget the idea of using the
army for policing operations in the disturbed regions. The para-military forces must be revamped for this purpose. Once the army is
freed from such policing tasks, the size of the infantry could be reduced. This will result in saving much money which at present goes
in pay and pensions. This money could in turn be used for a radical modernization of the armed forces.
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The irony is that after the coliapse of marxism, the guerrilas as pointed out by Lenin and Mao are emerging as a threat to thg
national politics. However. rather than motivated by the concept of class struggle, the guerrillas of the future» would fight dus Io‘the!r
primordial attachments. Hence India needs to reshape its force structure radically and quickly. Gtherwise defeat and disaster stares menacingly.
For sutvival, it is necessary to remember a few lines from the Arthashastra.

There are only two forms of policy, peace and war ... whoever is superior in power shall wage war ... of these a wise king

shall ... build forts ... and at the same time harass similar works of the enemy.®
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Should men be feminists?

Samita Sen '
School of Women’s Studies, Jadavpur University, Ex-student, Department of History

This time — our time — is characterized by the term “post”. Our time is post-colonial, post-modern and in the last few years,
it is also being called post-Feminist. A new generation of women in the West — particularly in the USA — are now convinced that
feminism has had its day, it has fulfiled its purpose and must now be laid to rest. This generation of women is successful and confident
— and equal with men in all ways that they think count.

Whether we agree with this or not—it is difficult to agree with this if you five in India where the vast majority or women are anything
but successful and confident and most of them still suffer discrimination, if not outright abuse — we can agree on two things.

First, some, though not all, women have gained enormously from the various women’s movements in different parts of the world
from the late nineteenth century. For many of us this has been a substantive gain—education, careers, equality in decision-making, ability
to assert our rights as women and as individuals and emerging as free citizens in a democratic political order. None of this just ‘happened’.
For a whole century, women fought in the sireets, in parfiaments, in the home and the workplace. They pushed their nose into the
tent a century ago. Since then Feminism has helped women to think about what it meant to be a woman. Were we ordained by God
or nature or social good to stay at home and look after children? In the Age of Reason, there was only one answer. Feminists seized
this answer to breach the public world of men on terms of equality.

Unfortunately, and this is the second area of agreement, for most of us this has meant only formal equality — the vote, rights
enshrined in constitutions that we have neither the knowledge, information, nor financial means to actualize.

From 1880s to 1980s, Feminism was a movement by women, for women and about women. Men have played criticai roles, of
course. It was John Stuart Mill who provided the first major liberal argument in favour of women’s equality. Friedrich Engels {in the
1880s) gave the first comprehensive social analysis of women’s subordination. We understand this very well in India. The chapter on
India’s modernity and women’s emancipation opens with Raja Rammohun Roy, Iswarchandra Vidyasagar and Gopal Krishna Gokhale,

But none of these men were feminists. They sought modernity, democracy and/or socialism. Women-—their inequality and subordination—
were of secondary concern to them. When women took the leadership of their own movement for freedom and equality -- they began
lo emphasise how weman were a victim of all kinds of oppression of the state and its agents, of male violence in public spaces and
of mental and physical abuse in the home. These forms of violence are perpetrated chiefly by men but also by other women empowered
by patriarchy.

Over time, feminists became impatient of this unrelieved gloom. Their experience did not match the women depicted only as victims.
Who is a victim? To whom something is done. The term ‘victim’ virtually precludes the possibility of any action on part of the victim.
Is that how women live in society? As a big nothing? To whom things are done hut who do nathing—nothing at ail but toil and suffer?
But the contrary is true, isn't it? Women are part of the bustling bazaar of all human life. They live, they love, they suffer, they also
fight back, they crawl, they bargain, they lie and c_heat, glory and triumph-—in short, they are part of the entire gamut of human experience.
So women are actors, they do things—good things and bad things—they are agents, subjects of their own past, present and future.
It you slapped my face_, | might slap you back—that would be a physical confronation. | might turn the other cheek—that would a
moral confrontation. it is highly uniikely that | would just do nothing at alll



Presidency College Magizine 2008-2009 35

So women started as victims, came to be understood as agents and actors. But it's still all about women. What about the other
part of the equation? The oppressor, the one who slapped my face in the first place—the men?

Educators in Britain are facing a novel problem. Girls are outperforming boys at all levels of the education system. British teachers
are pondering a return to segregated schooling, “to enable boys to open up and find their own level”. A few decades ago, this was
the argument in favour of girls’ schools and women’s colleges. Have we come full circle? Mare grist for post-feminist mill? If the nineteenth
and twentieth centuries were about the ‘Women’s Question’, is the twenty-first century moving towards an equally intractable ‘Men’s Question?’

As | mentioned earlier, if you happen to live in India, you would return an unproblematic and emphatic ‘'no’. There are no indices
by which women are ahead of men. The vast majority of women still suffer discrimination, if not outright abuse.

From the 1980s, however, feminists have insisted that women’s emancipation is as much about men as women. At the very least
this is about a relationship—the relationship between men and women. We even found a simple term for this—we called it gender. Gender
is not really about living breathing men and women. It is really about their qualities and associations—it is about masculinity and femininity.
It is more about how we understand the meanings and characteristics of men and women. Not the physical-sexual entities that are men
and women but how we live or expect to live as men and women in particular social, cultural and historical contexts. There is nothing—
nothing at all—that is fundamental or natural in maleness and femaleness. Even nature is what we understand it to be.

This takes us to the next significant problem : if women are trapped by feminity and need to overcome it, then so are men trapped
into masculinity—and, most emphatically, need to overcome it.

Feminism has helped women to extend and expand the scope of their gender identity. Women have remained comfortable in their
traditional domains—as mothers and homemakers—while making a bid for a place in the male world. We can knit when we want to
or play cricket. We can assert our difference by wearing a sari when we wish or don suits and trousers when wished or required. We
can choose to be full-time parents or decide to work for our living or pursue a dream or an ambition. Some of these may be superficial
freedoms, some may be more substantive, some may be able to exercise more choices than others—but in a general way it gives
women a wider playing-field, a larger universe in which feminine values of nurture and harmony can be negotiated along with aggressive
masculine values of competition and confrontation.

What about men? [n the 1980s, there were two responses from men to feminism. | call the first the ‘iron John' response after
the name of a book by the poet, Robert Bly. This proposes a celebration of traditional masculinity against a perceived threat of
feminism. The second is the ‘New Man’ response—first brought to our notice in the cult Hollywood film—Kramer vs. Kramer. It is significant
that almost twenty years down the line, Bollywood came up with a re-make of this film. Indian audiences, it appears, are finally ready
to give the New Man a hearing. The so-called ‘metrosexual’ man is one avatar of the New Man, but the first impetus in the 1980s
was a broader one. The New Man was an attempt to rework masculinity in response to feminist thinking. One aspect of this craft was
ta stretch the notion of masculinity to include the world of nurture and homemaking from which men have so far been excluded.

The New Man meant freedom—important freedoms for many men. For the little boy, for instance, who likes food and would love
to potter among mother’s pots and pans. it may mean freedom for the man who wished to create a home to wield a duster and broom.
it might spell a new freedom for the father who would prefer to feed and change the baby, play and learn with young children rather
than spend long boring evenings drinking and swearing, wheeling and dealing.

But it is only a freedom. It gives you a choice. You can do it if you wish, not if you dont. A greater range of choices can never
be a bad thing, surely? But, freedom creates responsibilities. The New Man must understand a new and greater sharing with women—

in all our worlds.
Of these, the most contentious is the home—it is in the domestic field that tasks have been most resistant to re-negotiation. The
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indian middie class have been singularly fortunate in that the availability of domestic wage-labour has allowed us to avoid confrontation
over division of domestic tasks. But progress and modernity, if achieved, will one day bring that question before us. Shall we be ready

with the New Man by then? .
Will we make a peaceful transtition to a new society in which men and women will follow their own dreams and desires without

being bothered by what is ‘manly’ or ‘womaniy’? Will it ever be enough to be human? A time when to be a man or a woman wiil not
create friction, poison, and violence? The expression of difference wilf not entail exertion of power so much as an exercise of personal

choices. Can we derive pleasure rather than pain from our differences?
Is that Utopia near at hand? Is it even reachable? For it to be, men must turn to Feminism. Women have gained from feminism

and can talk about post-feminism. Post-feminism is both a salute to feminism and a declaration of coming of age. it is now surely
the turn of men. To seek, to ask as we have done for a century, what is it to be a man? Do you have to be a man in the way

you are told you have to be a man? Is there no better way?
Feminism has helped women—some women—to recreate their world in a better mould. Why should men be ieft behind? Is the power

to oppress women worth sacrificing your own freedom? Why cut your nose to spite your face? Join us instead to explore a whole
new gamut of experience. In the process, may be, we will all be fully human, not just men or women.

© Vincent Van Gogh
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TIME

Lumbini Shill
Department of English, PG. Second Year

Constant, cheap and copious.

An exact affordable mutual present.
Beginning from the New Years dawn
Til the dusk of Christmas.

As middle march will see love-sick couples
Drenching love in colourful Holi
We handcuffed by Time shall wait patiently.

Then with the maddening drums of Durga’s arrival
Time shall test us to trust.

With the Diwali crackers attempting the zenith
Time will hide our innocent weeps.

Then when too late

Time itself will knock the bruised hearts

And say “I never guiled, in fact | said,

It's always the right Time to do the right thing”.
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NAMELESS ME€

Poulomi Ghosh
Department of English, P.G. Second Year

A piece of sky | see everyday

Reminds me of the vast emptiness

That reigns in me,

And the world.

Every grass makes me recollect

The erstwhile green Earth

Every man makes me see the dark soul within.
Years of existence has come to this.

| fail to see the beauty around,

And | cannot enjoy, laugh or praise
Neither can | cry or mourn.

All | feel is a nameless, voiceless space,
in and around me.

Unknown

Thinking of words...

| learnt hope does have wings—

Walking down memories,

Looking at things;

I am still curious for that light from the dead planet...
Morbid are my wishes,

Pursuing sithouettes of life,

Where love unleashes...

There, in the other side of darkness,

| learnt...

Blessed are those who know me the least.
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SPRING-SONG : A BALLAD

Yashodhara Ghosh
Department of English, P.G. Second Year

It was a cold winter.

A dry, dusty, old winter.

A winter hoary with age.

Spring-bird sat mute in her gilded cage.

She'd lost her song for no clear reason,

Revered, regal Spring-bird: now a bird out of season.
Her siren-song lost, her signal for spring

Her song for the future, for all the gifts it would bring.

The bold men of the land, they knew it was time,
For the ice to meit, for warmer climes.

Beasts were slain, hymns sung.

Offerings made, garfands strung.

She saw all, her parched throat bitter with gall.

Her plaintive song, had held these men in thrall,

“it's been winter forever,” they spaoke in hushed tones,

The dust in their rusted teeth, the chili deep in their bones.

Would the Ice Giants rise again? They feared.
Spring bird strained, her plumes wet with tears,
Bitter and angry were her beloved Norse men:
Tired of waiting, of beasts killed in vain.

“Spring-Bird is old. She no longer heralds spring,
This winter onily worsens-she can no longer sing.”
Hostile from hunger, convulsed with rage,

They eyed with envy her golden cage.

A temple, where late the sweet bird sang,
Where her assuring trilis once confidently rang,
Her resting place, their shrine of yore,

Now a ruin of lost affections : a shring, no more.

They were solemn and sure : “Of no use is she :
She is in disgrace : we will set her free.

Her cage is worth a season’s harvest :

This decision we take : it is for the best”

Spring-Bird envisioned the sunny shores of Spain,

She would fly over the oceans, and spori with the rains.
Her bane was now her boon, she blinked in disbelief :
Her cold heart began to thaw, she was filled with relief.

She'd contemplate the Bay of Biscay,

Perhaps the would roost for an entire day.

She could burrow in the warmth of golden sands.
And die in peace on the Canary Islands.

They undid her clasps with severity and gloom,
She waved goodbye with her solitary silver plume.
A parting pirouette, and off flew she,

Her heart soared with new-found, secret ecstasy.

She gasped at the newness of it al,

Cried out in alarm, felt she might fall.

Her sharp high-pitched cry, miraculously turned to song!
The same enchanting notes, lost and gone so long!
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The ice began to thaw, and white turned to green.
Al in an instant, the sullen fand was serene.

The rivers flowed, as the Spring-bird sang,

In tribute to spring, to the ripeness of land.

The Frost-Giants made a hasty retreat,
Men rejoiced; bailed Spring-bird for her feat.

The cage door left smugly open, “she’s sure to return :

injustice was done, but our lesson is learnt”

Yet noc sign of her, and day after day

Men felt her loss, as March turned to May.

Her music in their guilty hearts they longingly bore.
Their beloved bird was gone — it was heard no more.

Yet still to this day, if you listen with care,

You may hear her Spring-Song, if you only know where :

fn the sunny foothills of the Catalontan Pyrenees
You can hear her singing with mellifluous ease.

And there, of course, it's the land of eternal spring,
The sun always shines, as the bird always sings.
She’s snug in her straw nest; so what if it's not gold?
In the distant icy Norse lands, her story is still told.
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THAT MABN

Amrita Mukherjee
Department of Sociology, U.G. Third Year

Look at that man so frail and lean,

His wrinkled face and oh! His hands so thin ...
Pedestrians pass by giving some alms to that poor,
But why god you became partial and obscure ...

under the blue sky stays rie,

under the cloudy sky sleeps he ...

while several are comfortable and cozy on their slumber
Dreaming of a life ought to be ...

Social Beings are we, think socially ...
But do we care for those unlucky really??
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The dark of night nurtured desire

Sunayan Mukherjee
Department of English, U.G. First Year

Not a star shone in the sky,

Not a ray of light to dispel my delusions,
Grappling between the web of tensions

| still aspire!!

So much to do yet so little done
The days have passed, unnumbered moment gone
visions blurred, | can’t see.

ft is not fit to eat, sleep and drink

And make merry while others are in pain,
All the happiness, mirth shrink

All the struggle for existence goes in vain.

Today | saw you little boy

While | was passing by train
Your flaxen head did sway
Showing puckered signs of strain.

Arms outstreched, lips murmuring
You were in deep agony, uttering
In a strange mellow voice
“I'm naot fed Babus, have pity”

Isn't it not us, who have given him no choice I went outside my little world,
| brooded, feeling guilty ... And offered him a ten-rupee note,

The boy gleamed in wonder and curled
Passions upsurged, pangs of cries His radiatiﬂg smile mixed with pain
Couldn’t dither the wordly wise Was a reflection of the ethereal plane
Nobody thought about his pitfall
Or about his situation, apocryphal. The dark of night nurtured desire

| shall not rest in peace

And do something great, of Honour
Wherein | can show my valour
Before Death tears all my dreams.
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Last Christmas

Sayantan Auddy
Department of Physics, U.G. First Year

The bell of Christmas still rings
Among the heavy war clouds,

As the gun thumped with vigour,
The steady ranks of soldiers
Marching through the bloody war field
Towards the demise, the ultimatum.
So did [, bowed with heavy guns
With weights of curse of untamed cruelty.
| realised after years of battle

The pity of war,

The futility with which

[t cast the shadow of death.

[ wandered on with dilemma

The reason, why ! stood here :

n what we call the swing of fate.

Where mere death dangles on mortal eyes
Like a bell of after world.

The call of death inflamed a happier thought
The bay days of my teen life-

Away to my native land

Where Christmas plays a sweeter bell

Among the company of generous mates,

To saturate the young heart

With the essence of eternal love.

It seemed a forlorn fantasy

Biown by the winds of time.
Towards the demise the ultimatum
But still the nostaigic satisfaction
Intoxicated with the essence of love.
! stood amazed in a hypnotic dream
Unaware, unaffected by the malice
The war, the welcoming death.

| felt a cold pain of knife

Which seemed like a breathing balm
Healing my wounds of evils.

To wipe the shadows of envy

By pouring the spirit of love

On wounds, created by years of war,
It was my merriest Christmas,
Where death was my richest gift
Where realisation and satisfaction
Was my greatest blessing.
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The Death of The Author : Thus Spoke The Phoenix

Arka Chattopadhyaya
Ex-Student, Department of English

It never be known how this has to be toid, in the first person or in the second, using the third person plural or continually inventing
modes that will serve for nothing. If one might say : | will see the moon rose, or : we hurt me at the back of my eyes, and especially:
you the blond woman was the clouds that race before my your his our yours their faces. What the hell” ...... Julio Cortazar (Blow Up)

The Death of the Author [written in 1967—first published in the American journal, Aspen, first anthologized in Image-Music-Text
(1877)], the essay that made an author out of Roland Barthes, was an integrational culmination of many theoretical crosscurrents. Barthes
was not the lone executioner, neither was it a death at one blow. The slow poisoning had started long before and on a collective level
too. 1. A. Richards’s removal of all authorial and contextual information associated with poems before giving them for interpretation 1o
the Cambridge undergraduates led the way. The primacy of the text was asserted as a part of a sustained critique of the biographical
approach as the text was made to vacillate in an autonomous vacuum of anonymity. William Wimsatt and Monroe C. Beardsley, among
the American New Critics, had made a similar declaration as early as 1946 while discussing the concept of ‘intentional fallacy’ in Sewanee
Review. In Mikhail Bakhtin's book Problems in the work of Dostoevsky (first published in 1929), the novelistic discourse was recognized
as an open-ended dialogue with ‘unfinalizable’ polyphony and thereby undercutting any privileged existence of the authorial voice among
the many voices in the text. The thematic engagement with the figure of the author in High Modernism had already explored the jitters.
Stephen in Ulysses (1922) was hardly as author-backed as he had been in A Portrait of the Artist as a Young Man (1916) and Finnegan’s
wake (1939) had already shifted the focus from the speaker to the speech, acknowledging speech as the only speaker. | would even
argue that Eliot’s idea of ‘impersonality’ of art in “Tradition and the Individual Talent” (1919) contained in it yet another germ of the
authorical removal.

The ‘death of the author’ phenomenon in Barthes’ essay is a derivation from his anti-teleological approach of locking at a text. To
him, the text is intrinsically resistant to any originary enquiry into the voices, which operate within ite - ,ric. Referring to Baizac’s story
Sarrazine, Barthes shows how the text blurs the identity of the speaking voice by an overlap as it emerges as a “neutral, composite,
oblique space where our subject slips away, the negative where all identity is lost, starting with the very identity of the body writing.”
(Barthes p. 1) With a structuralist legacy as well as an acknowledgement of th~ ~~idean rupture, Barthes posits language as a self-
referential schema where the narrated fact does not interact with the reai but remains within ‘the very practice of the symbol itself’
(p. 1) i.e. the semiological register of language. Using the Saussurean notion of the pre-givenness of language as a starting point Barthes
subverts the operative hierarchy between speech and the speaking being. The ruins of realistic representation make language fall back
upon itself and thus any identity of any speaking voice in the text is subsumed by it— "..... it is language which speaks, not the
author ... " (Barthes p. 2). This dimension of linguistic autonomy is heavily influenced by the Lacanian psychoanalytical orientation of
the subject, Speech introduces a cut in the human being at the point of_lts entrance. Therefore the ;peaking subject is a split subject
right from its entry into language. The rupture in the Real order is constituted by the ghain of signifiers, which thgn goes on to make
the Symbolic (linguistic) order. The Real remains unsymbolifiable, to a large extent. This is what Lacan calis the first of the ‘signifying
cuts’, which separates the speaking voice from the speaking subject. It is language that speaks in human beings rather than human

beings speaking language.
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In S/Z (1970), Barthes returns to Sarrazine to interpret it elaborately in terms of his ‘codes’ (Hermeneutic, Semic, Proalret!q and
Symbolic). Barthes sees in it, the ‘readerly’ ideal of the classic realist text whereby the reader is no more than a passive rec&p@nt
of an authorially determined meaning. But as Barbara Johnson has shown us in her eassy “The Critical Difference : Balza_c’s Sarrazine
and Barthe’s S/Z”, Barthes only unveils a deconstructive potential aiready present within Balzac's text. When the author is pushed out
of the limelight, literature assumes a counter-consumerist character of ‘writerliness’ and yet the ambivalence remains in the complementarity
of the ‘readerly’ and the ‘writerly’ (where the reader will be the producer of text). They (‘readerly’ and ‘writerly’) are too dangerously akin
to the ‘s’ and the ‘Z on two sides of the mirror. They blind us alll Even Barthes is not spared!

Barthes's removal of the author opens up the post-structuralist aporias in the text in being Derrida’s textual ‘metaphysics of absence’.
Jacques Derrida’s Baltimore lecture “Structure, Sign And Play in the Discourse of the Human Sciences” (21 October 1966) destabilizes
the idea of the centre as Derrida propounds its positedness, placed both inside and outside the structure. It is the same act of decentring
that Barthes performs by beheading the authorial centre of the textual structure. The author, like all speaking beings, is reduced to a
signifier as the authorial signified (the author outside the text) vanishes. The signifiers can only relate to each other back and forth
as the text is seen as an auto-deconstructive site— “....writing ceaselessly posits meaning ceaselessly to evaporate it, carrying out
a systematic exemption of meaning.” (Barthes p. 4) With the disappearance of the ‘author-god’ [following Nietzsche's notion of God's
death in Thus Spoke Zarathustra (1883-85)], the text gets liberated from the singleness of his ‘theological meaning’ and is made to
realize its infinitesimal semantic potentials. The author is denied any pre-existence in the beyond to a text and a textual composition
is envisaged as an eternal ‘here and now'. Barthes ends with yet another deconstructive reading against the established hierarchical
grain by prioritizing the reader over the author. The death of the author leads on to a new birth of the reader for he is seen as the
major locus where the text performs the drama of its signification. It is the reader who “holds together in a single field all the traces
by which the written text is constituted” (Barthes p.4)

The way Barthes’ essay has paved the way for the Reader-response theory or the Reception theory has also made his argument
subject to a critique that he only replaces the author with the reader, making another .author out of him. In the Derridean reference
frame, however, this replacement goes down well with Derrida’'s notion of a perpetually dynamic and slippery centre, constituted by a
constant metonymic displacement of its own. Sten Moslund thinks that Barthes’s argument leads to an unnecessary ‘mystification’ of
the text., undefcu‘tting not just its author, but the reader also. Much like Booth's idea of an implied ‘second self’ of the author (The
Rhetoric of Fiction — Wayne Boqth), Mosfqnd talks about the need to acknowledge a limitation to the proliferation of meaning in the
guthorless text on the grounc_is of intentionality, which he wittily calls ‘the postmortem footsteps’ of the author as a spectral remainder
in the text. Moslund argues in favour of a check to the author's authority instead of a complete annihilation of its existence. He also
considers the authoraval remov_al to be a dss_pensaﬂon Wlfh the discursive potentiafities of the text though | would like to add here that
the dependence of discourse in general on its author is weaker than what it is when it comes to the specific discourse i.e. the ‘literary’
one. In what has come to b_e cal!gd postmodem squal' space, the subject inevitably finds itself enmeshed in discourses, which are
n;ledbby a largely extra-authorial logic. Even Bakhtin, in hIS‘ pO‘SItI?nlng of the_ author in the polyphonic novel does not resort to a rhetoric
an? s\;aer:civhb;rte ratrr;i;r:? isnteheofng\?;-masti?; z;rL(tihn?utrahty — The consciousness of the creat?r of a'polyphonic novel is constantly
does notygive thgm secondhand and .fiﬁne;fizin defiiitisoﬁsps{ggiisess d%e?s o fansform Oth_ers_consmousness """" into_objects gnd
Sade Fourier Loyola (1971). one may say t%at even hé im HesIn D% k-?a)- Hﬁwever, taling info account Barthes' later works “hke
pleasure of the text also iﬂC|L;dEES an amicable return of the a’:l)JIh ’? Ch 9 hO, i t‘han @ foreclosure of, the author-power, 'as the
is the ‘author guest' of the textual proletariat instead of the t O_T W hor re{urns na form_svtructured by the reader's desire. This

yrannical ‘author god’ of the class-divided text. The author is removed and
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then brought back after a while and it is this tenure of absence that engenders the closure of representation. And in the post-representational
world, the author revived or re-arrived can only be a Pierre Menard of a certain Jorge Luis Borges.

Michel Foucault's lecture, “What is an Author?” presented at Societe de Philosophie on 22nd February 1969, engages with a more
historiographical examination of the ‘author function’. He might not refer to Barthes by name, but throughout the lecture, Foucault implicitly
responds to the Barthesian proposition. Foucault problematizes the authorial notion in the novelistic and poetic discourse (unlike the non-
ficticnal discourse where pinning down the author is easier) by drawing attention to the fissure between the narratorial voice in the text
and the writer who writes it in reality. That ‘scission’ is to Foucault, the locus of the ‘author function’. Foucault considers the author
as a ‘feunder of discursivity’, not just limited to his own body of work. To give his own example, Ann Radcliffe, as the Gothic canon
sees her, is not just the author of her own novels but an author in relation to the entire English novelistic discourse of Gothicism.
Foucault, thus, considers the author, as an ideclogical product, which operates as an index of the 'manner in which we fear the proliferation
of meaning. (Foucault p. 14)

Foucault's essay opens and ends on a note which contains an allusion to Samuel Beckett [Texts for Nothing (1954)], whom he
quotes — "What does it matter who is speaking; someone said;” ‘what does it matter who is speaking” (Foucault p.1). Beckett's works
consistently demonstrate the otherness of speech where man finds himself in a state of being spoken by language as Unnamable articulates
at the end— “..... you must say words, as long as there are any, until they find me, until they say me ..." (Beckett p. 407). The
play of voices in Beckett's novella Company (1973-80) illustrates a Barthesian disconnection, disabling the authorial position in the text.
A voice comes to the narrator in the dark and tells stories in the second person but the narrator can never make out for sure whether
it addresses him or there is another unknown potential voice in the dark. The company of voices extends ad infinitum. Then there is
the added complexity as Beckett does not rule out the possibility of the voice speaking of itself in the second person— "He speaks
of himself as of another® (Beckett p. 20). What Beckett subtly shows us throughout is the impossibility of uniting the voice that speaks
to and in the narrator. Speech always finds an alterity from which it speaks — “Use of the second person marks the voice. That of
the third that cankerous other. Could he speak to and of whom the voice speaks there would be a first. But he cannot. He shall not.
You cannct. You shall not” (Beckett p.6). The story-telling voices increase in the dark as the ‘devised deviser, language itself, ‘devises
it all for company’ (Beckett p.37). In this confusing company of polyphonic voices, ‘the fable of one fabling of one with you in the
dark’ (Beckett pp. 51-52) only admits the loneliness of the author who is alienated from and strangulated by the speech-event. But the
paradox hits back when we come to know about Beckett's own dictatorial controlling of the performance of his plays. As history tells
us, he even took legal action to stop performances where his instructions were not immaculately obeyed (e.g. Endgame). In the real,
does the authorial authority keep tempting him sucessfully?

ltalo Caivino’s novel If on a Winter’s Night a Traveller (1979) has the same paradox, in a different way. The Reader’s (the Reader
is a character in the novel) infinitely deferred reading of the Calvino novel leads to a totally disjointed string of multiple anonymous
texts across nations and cultures, de-constructing all myths about authorship. As Silas Flannery's diary {chapter-8) tells us, it is only
the readerly dialectic that controls the composition of his work. Computer softwares replace the author and the authorial function by
completing works left unfinished by dead authors. To Flannery, writing is nothing but “the respiration O,f this reader, the 'Operation of reading
turned into a natural process” (Calvino p. 169), and he often temporally overlaps writing and reading — “at times it seems o me that
the distance between my writing and her reading is unbridgeable ....”. In one of the narratives _W|thin the narrative, auth'orshlp even
assumes 3 politically conspiratorial dimension (chapter-6). None of the books, t_he,F{eader finds in the novel, is the Calvuno-book he
wants to read, and none of the books he ends up reading is found to be written by the name of the author stamped on it. While
the frame-narratives so pervasively destroy the authorial role, the basic narrative, written predominantly in the second person where the
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author keeps instructing the reader, stages a revengeful return of the author. This is not a Barthesian return, however. The returned author
structures the reader's desire instead of being structured by it. The independence of the Reader is made to turn on its head as the
author's voice pitches in with only parodic allowances — “adjust the light so you won't strain your eyes ... Do you have to pee?
All right, you know best” (Calvino p.4). The entire course of the Reader's actions—his search for the Calvino-book, his fling with Ludmilla
and so on—are all dictatorially thrust on him by the speaking voice in the main narrative. If on a Winter’s Night a Traveller does
foreground the role of the reader as per Barthes. The novel deals with book-readers, electronic text readers (Lotaria), non-readers (lrnerio)
and comes up with all sorts of discourses of readine e.g. the difference between listening to an oral narration and reading a written
text (chapter-4). But, is this foregrounding not another name of a textual politics of the author whereby he implicates the reader by
locating him inside and not outside his text and thus turning him into a ventrloguist dummy? Pirandello’s play Six Characters in Search
of an Author (1921) voice the rebelflion against the authorial tyranny. But the characters still fail to go beyond Pirandello’s drama, in
spite of succeeding in moving out of the unfinished play mentioned within the play. The all-inclusive power of the text perhaps only
camouflages the authorial power-paradigm. just fike the modern day welfare state has been able to mask and certainly not annihilate
the repressive state apparatus. Wha is killed at whose hands? The answer is confusion, which is certainly not devoid of the polemic.
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Fictionesque

Anandaroop Sen
Ex-student, Department of History

What is the point? Cartographically or otherwise one answers in terms of direction, imagine the usual, crossroads, four way exits,
or entry, whichever way one wants to see, usually away, farewell bash? Perhaps. Goldfish, sewing forgetful flowers, not quite in full
blcom, is interested in the texture of things, will move down south to become Hollywood.That then is a point.

FISH AND BULL STORIES ARE NOT ALWAYS PLEASANT. ESPECIALLY WHEN THEY ARE PRECOCIOUSLY GIFTED. ESPECIALY
WHEN THEY CAN CHANGE INTO EACH OTHER, WHERE BULLS HAVE GILLS THAT BREATHE IN THE DEEP AND FISH HAS HORNS
THAT TEAR APART CLUMPS OF HAIR. BUT THEN THEY SWITCH. AGAIN. FISH JUMPS BACK ON DRY LAND, NO ALCOHOL, ARSE
FROZEN, MUSEUM OF COLD. BULL FLIES ON AN AERCPLANE, BEFORE CRIBBING AROUND IN CITY BY THE SEA, FAT MEN,
HANGING TONGUES, YOKO ONO SHADES, AH THE ELECTRIC EMBRACE CORRUPTED BY LOCAL TRAINS, UNWELCOME BUTT
CRACKS OF HOSTS ON A TWO DRAG HIGH. FISH IN THE MEANTIME, LAGS BEHIND LATE LATE NIGHTS, ASKS FOR FORGIVENESS,
FROM THE LARGER GODS CF SWITCHEROO, SO IT CAN STOP TAKING ITSELF SERIOUSLY, ALL THE STINK OF THE MARKET,
DEAD EYES BEREFT OF PAIN, LAUGHTER SNIGGERS, HALTINGLY, PREPARES TO MOVE EAST FOR
WARMTH. BULL IS KIND. BULL THINKS ABOUT TURNING INTO TWISTED CAT, WHITE QUILTS, RED IN A COLOUR BLIND WORLD.
BULL AND FISH PUMP BLOOD TO THE HEART. THEY ARE ABOUT TO MEET. FISH AND BULL DECIDE TO BE NICE TO EACH
OTHER. FISH LEARNS TO COOK AND BRINGS BREAKFAST TO THE BED, BUYS BULL AND FRIENDS FANCY HAIR GELL, VIBRATING
CONDOMS. HAPPINESS IN A GAS CYLINDER, GROWS, TILL MEDIUM GODS OF ACCIDENT INTERVENE, RIPS THROUGH THE
KITCHEN TO LEAVE SCATTERED SCALES OR FLAKES OF HORN, WHICH ONE? | DONT KNOW WHICH ONE BLEW UP, THE FISH
OR THE BULL, FOR AS ONE ALREADY KNOWS THEY COULD CHANGE INTO EACH OTHER ..

Music makes things easy. Bearable sunhshine, desired tan, rabid radicals all buried, wilting evening men‘ancholy, pure contagion inf_ecting
with happy deaths. A minor third doesn't fit in with some of these things, snap change in wrist positions to fit into time, tucked inside
tuxedos. simple major chord progression, one doesn’t know much about these things. Boxed sets blare or soothe without agenda. Depends
on how one is feeling. How are you doing? There is a tale about a lyre made up of bones of a musician who lost out in love, crossed

out other pockets to delve into depths of invisible flesh, no label to take up a broken heart when it is not prepared to sell, lyre sounds
are difficult to hear, music while making things easy washes away history, sparkiing, bubble gum teeth, clear like a knopfier note, sound

of water on water. : L

Four o clock is a not yet. Like a sleep is a not yet. It will come. The comfort and certainty of futures that remain simple. Motor
reaction like, knee jerk, not haif as calamitous. Bordering on the banal. The story was on a ship. Sailing across sea, chasm like, vacuum
cleaner in Suction rno:je at night, things remained rudimentary. There was work at day, there was work at night, there was work in
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between. Like air. Enough for all to breathe in without worrying about greed. The crew couldn't talk. A breed of rats that had bred itself
near the hull brought in a plague once. None died. Only tongues started to rot. Cuit off one by one, elements of conversation walked
the plank. Silence was established. It was a fair deal. Sea was not in suction mode. It needed things to feed on. Secrets that tongues
might have hid fit the bill. Or so it seemed. There was still a treasure to search. As always there is. On better days it was called
hope, on nights of lust it turned to gold. Where? On an island with the siren sitting on a tower with fancy flutemen dressed in suave
blue and nude fallen Adams, sometimes eves too. All this magic but rarely any hares running down holes, slight hunger pangs, music
from top of the tower, only song allowed to be sung, Ain’'t no jelly in the jelly fish darling, and doors, all shut with silver locks, a
card game on the edge, these everybody wait for the crew to come, separated by absence, the two sets, the two thickened spaces,
linked by a ship, yearn for the other. Absence sea lit, split wide wide open.

Only black comedy comes in and Jeaves without conirol. No sentries at the gate. Please. You are welcome. Do come in. Share

your drink. Remember to be kind.

Arfist : diucent Tan Goght
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The Romance of Fatchpur Sikri

Parameshwari Sircar
Department of English, PG. Second Year

An emperor builds a magnificent city as an act of gratitude to a penniless saint, makes it the capital of his empire and then abandons
it -—— An Insight.

The thundering success of the never-ending celluloid saga Jodha-Akbar suddenly turned the almost four and a half centuries old,
planned capital city of the eponymous Emperor into one of the hottest hcliday spots in India rivaling that of the Taj Mahal, even for
indigencus travelers. As a keen tourist, with a tremendous interest in History, | was fortunate enough to visit Fatehpur Sikri without
having to envisage Hrithik's royal gait or the Bachchan bahu’s delicate blushes.

Fatehpur Sikri is breathtakingly beautiful, and that is a fact.
Not only is the place an architectural marvel, it simply brims over with a vitality of its own. “t is a truth universally acknowledged”

that the Taj Mahal seems to be poetry in marble. No offence to Miss. Austen for the ad hoc of her most famous opening but it does
get the message across. To continue with the Taj, yes, it is a lovely wonder but it is also a "makhbara”, and the grandeur wears off
with a really good, hard look. Not to mention that on a scorching day, the marble under your feet feels Jike a bed of blazing coals.
(Seriously). With all due respect too, the place is always teeming with foreign backpackers with their Lonely Planets {who, by the way,
still think that our country has elephants and snake charmers at every nook and corner) and who have come 1o “do the Taj’ and experience
Indian colour and culture for moksha. {No kidding again).

On the other hand, Fatehpur has an aura and charm of its own. It is like one of those beautiful, veiled ladies, whose kohi-rimmed,
sparkiing eyes mesmerize one and all. The abandoned city is comprised of two distinct sectors — Fatehpur, the royal residence and
administrative area, and Sikri, the dargah of the famous Sufi saint, Salim Chisti, where “mannats” are fulfilled even today. The skeptics
would rubbish any claims of miracles, but the devoted can feel the power that the dargah exudes in the very core of their being. And
the best part is, the saint welcomes and blesses each hapless soul that seeks refuge in His tranquility.

To wander among those red sandstone passages is one of the most surreal of experiences. The historical records of Mughal India
seem like a flashback seguence in a black and white movie and whisk you back to the time when Jalal-ud-Din Akbar rode through
the Buland Darwaza (which incidentally trumps even the Arc de Triumph in Paris) after a victorious campaign, to be welcomed by his
proud queen, the royal court and his euphoric subjects. In fact, even today, while walking through the Ibadat Khana, or the Panchmahal,
or even where Tansen sang the [Despak Raaga, you can feel the bustie and beat of medieval life. Also, the exotic sights and sounds
of the aromatic and vibrant Meena bazaar and the deserted palaces of the queen (summer and winter) seem like an out of body experience.
Standing in the middle of the courtyard with eyes closed, you can see the women in all their finery, with jangling bangles and the
tinkle of anklets, scintiliating the sense. Such is the allure of Fatehpur Sikri. _ ' |

Once you step out of the boundaries of the ancient city into thg crowded street.s, tbe r‘eahty of the present hlts_y_ou in the gut,
and leaves you craving for more of the past. The well-known quotation from Francois Villon's poem serves ?s a befitting conclusion
to my tryst with history and romance, “Ou sont les neiges d'antan?” (“Where are the snows of yesteryear?”)
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“Locked Mind”

Amrita Bannerjee
Third Year, History Department
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“Junks"...Sorry, We are just Disciples

Amrit Kumar
Department of Mathematics, U.G. Third Year

| reckon, at least some of you won't have an iota of doubt, when | say, ‘Most of the productive deeds, don't get germipation at
night’, they do have preludes in the shearing day-light.

“a BTW my good hindi is all thnx 2 tv

nurrte, UR INSANE ... "

It was an AFTERNOON sms, scribbled with a derisive remark by one of my 4 am friends, devoid of which, this compilation wouldn'
have been anything more than a surmise.

Some 90 yrs back, on another AFTERNOON, two heavy-weight philosophers chaired a discussion at Cambridge University, when
great Bertrand Russell (Bertie to his friends) said to Ludwig Wittgenstein :

“You are mad”.

Zap came the non-trifling replay : “God preserve me from sanity”. Soon the dialogue turned monologue and Ludwig was in Berties
latitude. Russell was consonant with him, as both were the apostles of the belief that “One must understand or die”.

Born in 1889 in Vienna, in a filthy rich family, Ludwig Witigenstein escaped his home by going to Manchester University. His aim
was to be a pioneer in aeronautics which he soon gave up, as his experiments suffered teenage failures. He later studied philosophy
with Russell at Cambridge, with Ludwig’s lofty centre of gravity, invariably arresting him.

As a philosopher is a citizen of no community, probably Cambridge did not have oxygen for him as he said “I've prostituted my
mind talking to intelligent people”. He left teaching at Cambridge for a while, and got himself exiled to the margins, so as to do something
for the way we see this labyrinthine world. His first book on ideas ended with the writing “Whereof, one cannot speak, thereof, one
must be silent”. With misty eyes, he once said to one of his students : Are you happy? You should give up philosophy. Get out, while
you still can. But, he didn't know, philosophy needed him more than he needed it.

For Russell's request to Ludwig to return, an epoch for Cambridge to say Cheese arrived. There, he started to find out the limits
of language and what it is, to have communication with one another.

His thoughts {on the bijection between the world and the language) journeyed through the cosmic reaim :

‘I know this world exists. But, its mean'ag is problemaic. Am | good or am | evil? When my conscience unsettles my equilbrium,
then I'm not in agreement with something. What is it? Is it the world or is it God?”

Unspooling parts of his book “Philosophical Investigation”, among a college of philosphers :

if a lion could speak, we'd not be able to understand what he said. | can't understand a lion's language because, | don’t know
what his world is like. To imagine a language, is to imagine a form of life. It is what we do, and who we are, gives a meaning 1
our words. We imagine the meaning of what we say, as something queer, mysterious. But, nothing is hidden.

| used to believe that, language gave us a picture of the world. Words like chair, gives a picture of chair. But, how about, ‘hey’ ‘helio’
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what picture do they form? So, that's a misleading metaphor. Moreover, language can’t give a picture of how it does that. it's like to see
yourself, seeing something. How language does that, is beyond expression. Limits of our language are the limits of the world.

Now | think, language isnt the picture at all. It's a tool, an instrument. There isn't just one picture of the world. These are different,
in different forms of life. Different things we do with the language, | call them /language games. We are what we are, because we share
common language and common forms of life. Meaning of a word is just the way it is used in a particular language game.

People often puzzle over the nature of, what we call ‘'soul’. It's beause they think of soul along the lines of physical objects. They
are confusing one way of talking with another. Philosophical puzzles arise only because we tend to mix-up one language game with
another. Philosophy leaves everything exactly as it is, while it sorts out these language games.”

Abandoning century-old ideas of some philosophers, he chucks :

“Philosophers at the time of Descartes pictured of a lonely self at the centre of philosphy, brooding over its private sensations.
But, this soul is the prisoner of his own body and locked out of contacts with others by the walls of their bodies.

There can't be a private language. We learn to use words, because we belong to a culture; a form of life, a practical way of doing
things. We speak as we do, because of what we do. All this has to be a public affair”

The best part of his ideas, which | liked from a non-philosophical domain :

“Philosophy is a sickness of mind and it doesn't infect too many young men”.

Moreover, the legal distinction between sanity and insanity solely rests upon the concept of free-will Insanity is a legal concept;
it's not a medical or psychiatric term.

“If people did not sometimes do silly things, nothing intelligent will ever get done”.

its just my ‘indulgence’, which my ingenious friend wobbles with the concept of ‘insanity’. Now, | can reply HER to whet her brain.

But this time, it'll be night for obvious reasons ....
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The Parable of The Mycorrhiza

Aniket Sengupta
Department of Botany, U.G. Third year

The orchid seed was fast asleep. It never knew when it had been liberated from its parent ptant. Now it lay on the forest floor,
It was minute — a dark dust of orchid embryo, a tiny speck of life abandoned in vast possibilities of the forestscape. The night rolled
in and it was damp and cold out there. Dews started condensing on its face and it woke from its long hibernation. It was alone and
afraid for it knew not what to do. it knew not where it was and who it was. It was hungry. When the parent plant packaged the seed
and its siblings, she put very little food stored in them. There were so many children that she nearly starved when she fed them and
each didn’'t get enough for itself. Now the tiny seed was looking for food. Alas! It did neither have roots to draw water from deep into
the soil nor did it have green leaves to cook its own food with sunlight. Cold and hungry, the miserable seed started weeping.

It was yet an infant but it knew that if it didn’t have food soon then it would die. Suddenly it felt a warm touch. Something coiled
around it like a snake. It was afraid. “Fear not son, | shall protect you”, the thing whispered. She was soft and curled herself further
around the seed. “I am a fungus, a sister of mushrooms and toadstools.” She embraced the seed gently and it was no more cold
now. “lIf you let me, ! will forge a mycorrhiza with you. That is, | shall feed you with my roots till you have your own. | can send
my roots deep into the earth and will bring the best nutrients for you. My body will give you anchorage and protection.”

The mold sent her arms of ribbon-like hyphae into the seed’s embryo, its heart. It nourished the seed with good nourishment and
the seed started growing and soon germinated into a seedling.

Days passed and the next spring arrived with a promise of life. The seed was no more a seed but a full grown orchid plant It
bore elegant flowers delicate and pleasant in aroma. Now it held seeds of its own and ready to be swirled into the air for destinations
unknown. Throughout the entire year the fungus had supported it in its efforts to grow into a full-fledged plant. Spring was gone and
gone was the eastern wind which took with it the orchid seeds. The Orchid was self-supporting now and no more needed the fungus.
It has its root inside bottomless earth, its green leaves an efficient cook. The fungus was now weak at the ripe old age of one year.
Its embrace loosened, so did its roots which dried up. Bacteria and bugs of the soil bothered it a lot. Old and decrepit, it could not
resist them. “Son”, it said to the Orchid, “good bye, it's my time to go. It was nice and happy to have you all these months with
me.”

The Orchid listened silently and then said, “When | was weak and feeble, you nurtured me. It's my time to serve you. Now | shal
take care of you.” sending its roots deeper into her it whispered, “mother”

(Mycorrhiza is a symbiotic association between a plant and a fungus. Orchid seeds do not carry nutrients with them. The symbiotic
fungus feeds it as a seedling. When the orchid is independent, it supports its benefactor — Author)
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Leaves of Grass - A Journey

Pritha Kundu
Department of English, U.G. Second Year

It is & story of growth- from the tiny leaves of grass 10 a vast siretch of green - God's handkerchief. It is the story behind the
making of a book reappearing in many versions, expanded and transformed as the author's experiences and the nation’s history modified
itself and grew.

Here | sit gossiping in the early candle-light of old age”. Walt Whitman wrote in a prose epilogue to his Leaves of Grass,

‘I and my book -casting backward glances over our traveld road. My book and | ... what a period we have presumed to
span.”

The book, for him, was more than a book- it was his another self. Together, Whitman and his book saw a young nation approaching
and then, surviving ths terrible bloodshed of the Civil War. The United States, in the late nineteenth century, was gradually overflowing
its continental fimits, becoming an industrialized world power. Whitman glowing with his spirit of nationalism, set out to write the poetry
¢f this New America, in the ‘American language’.

When Leaves of Grass first came out in 1855 it was peculiar in both makeup and content. Inside the cloth cover, the reader’s
eye was to draw to an engraved porirait of a bearded man, as ‘one of the roughs’. It was hardly received as a ‘promising’ book in
his own nation during his life time. Nor did the democratic leaven the American workingmen, farmers and artisans- to whom Leaves
of Grass had been addressed embrace it warmly. The only significant appreciation, as it seems, came from Ralph Waldo Emerson, who
wrote to Whitman—

I greet you at the beginning of a great career.. | rubbed my eyes a liitle, 1o see,

if this sunbeam were no illusion, but the solid sense of the book is a sobre certainty.”

In 1856 Whitman released a second edition with a total of 39 poems. Over the course of his life, he continued to rework and enlarge
the volume, publishing several more editions of the book. The ‘death bed edition” left in 1892 contained 383 poems in 14 sprawling
sections : Jnscriptions, Children of Adam, Calamus, Birds of Passage, Sea drift, By the road side, Drum Taps, Memories of President
Lincoln. Autumn Rivulets, Whispers of Heavenly Death, From Noon to Starry Night, Songs of Parting, First Annex, Songs of Seventy
and Second Annex: Good Bye. my Fancy. Each edition is self-sufficient. Famous poems from the Deathbed Edition include 'When Lilacs
Last in the Dooryard Bloom'd’, and ‘O Captain, my Captain, both written on the memory of Prgydent Lincoln, along with Qut of the

radle Endlessly Rocking' and ‘America™ the poem he chose to record E:’nes_ from his own voice. ' _ .

Whitman's subject has been made up of America, with an expansive variety of smafier subj?cts, capturing ess_e!ﬁce_of his nation
including slavery, democracy, education, occupation, landscape, war, aging, death as well as immortality, romance and spirituality- everything
M his poems essentially American. ! Hear America Singing” is an excellent example of how he uses these disperate subjects to create
an impulsive portrait of America. He hears ‘varied carols’: the machines, the carpenter, the mason, the boatman, the woodcutier, the

mother, the young wife — all,

‘Singing with open mouths their strong melodious song.” o » ) _
Whitman's greatest legacy is his invention of a truly ‘American free-verse’. His groundbreakimg, open, inclusive poems are written
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in long sprawling lines embodying the democratic spirit of his ‘New America’. The critical and popular response 1o his style was mixeq
and bewildered. Leaves of Grass was most harshly criticized, for his free-verse did not fit into the dominating British model of poetry
Mathew Arnold wrote,
“.. while you think it is his highest merit that he is so unlike everyone else, to me, this seems to be his demerit”
Ezra Pound expressed an ambivalent admiration:
“ His crudity is an exceedingly great stench, but it is America, He is the hollow place in the rock that echoes with the time’
Since then, reactions to Whitman have been at both extremes : His book has been banned for ‘sensuality’ one decade, and then
praised as the cornerstone of American politics. the next. And recently, with the 150th anniversary of Leaves of Grass, the American
poets and critics have regarded Whitman as the man “who came to shape our readers of nationhood, democracy and freedom.” (poets.org
from The Academy of American Paoets)
From the very beginning Whitman foresaw a grand scale—almost epical, for the book. He accommodates the history, politics ang
culture of the nation-state in verse:
“The greatest poet forms the consistence of what is to be from what has been and is ... he says 1o the past, ‘Rise and wak
before me that | may realize you’ ... he places himself where the future becomes present”.
Now one may realise that the main genesis-motive of the Leaves of Grass was the poet's conviction, as he himseif said, "the
crowning growth of America is to be spiritual and heroic”.
And the leaves of grass , for him, emerged. ed as a motif of this growth — spiritual, because an expanded bed of grass is
‘the handkerchief of the Lord.
A scented gift and remembrance designedly drapt..”,

and heroic, because “... a leave of grass is no less than journey work of the stars”

Life, vitality, vigour and growth — the qualities of the green grass are the qualities of the zeitgeist, as the poet believes.

Whitman sought out to seek a collective identity of the countrymen, he insisted on being indivisible from the people about he
wrate, .
“The proof of the poet is that his country absorbs him as affectionately as he absorbed it”, The metaphoric amalgamation of the
poet and his countrymen finds an eloquent expression in ‘Songs of myself'—

‘I celebrate myself

And what | assume you shall assume

For every atorn belonging to me as good belongs to you

Another way in which he wanted to unite the individual selves of the Americans in the 1855 edition, created a controversy tha
haunted him throughout his life. Drawing upon the then legitimate science of phrenology, he calied for a re-evaiuation of sensual ant
sexual desire in all forms celebrating those as God given, and, therefore, ‘one’ and unified. Both the human body and soul bear the
inimitable impress of the Almighty.

“Leaves are not shed from the trees or trees from the earth than they are shed out of you”

' ‘While reviewers such as Emerson welcomed Whitman’s iconoclasm, others regarded it as ‘vile'. Rufus Griswold, a famous Baptis!
mlnsst_er turned journalist screamed abuses against the post. Nevertheless, abuses were something that Whitman was to get accustomes
to. it is an irony that he had seen his book take its place in world literature. British inteliectuals like Oscar Wilde, Swinburne, Hopkins.
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Tennyson, were his fervent readers; but in his own dear land, it remained to a certain extent, an ‘out law book’. One early reviewer
calied it

‘a mass of filthy stupid’. Another asked-

“Who is this arrogant young man who proclaims himself the poet of the time, and who roots like a pig .

among a rotten garbage of licentious thoughts?”

In 1865.he was fired from his clerkship in the Interior Department, because the secretary found the leaves to be in violation of
“the rules of decorum and propriety prescribed by a Christian civilization. “ In 1881, the district attorney of Boston , ordered Whitman’s
publisher to exclude the poers like ‘A woman waits for me’, ‘The Dalliance of the Eagle’ and “To a common prostiute’, regarding them
as ‘obscure’. Whitman made no compromise, and managed to find a home for his edition in Philadelphia. He reflected at that time:

“I tickle myself with the thought how it may be said years hence that at any rate no book on earth ever had such a history.”

The poet, despite all these blows, never gave up: Can the growth of grass ever be checked? Whitman's work lives on, an inspiration
tc the poets of later generations. He hoped that the readers in future would find the creator alive among the ‘leaves’, and they would
also find themselves in his embrace.The dream, the appeal has really come true —

“Camerado, this is no book,
Who touches this touches a man,
Is it night ? are we here together alone ?
It is I you hold and who holds you ,
I spring from the pages into your arms.”

Artist @ Tincent Can Gegh
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On Satan, Satanists & Satanism

Ujaan Ghosh
Department of History. First Year

To God? He loves thee not;

The God thou serv’st is thine own appetite,
Wherein is fix’d the love of Beelzebub;

To him 'l build an altar and a church,

And offer lukewarm blood of new born.

[Doctor Faustus, Christopher Marlowe, Act 2-Scene 1]

Faust or Faustus (Latin for “auspicious” or “lucky”) is the protagonist of a classic German iegend, who makes a pact with the Devil
in exchange for knowledge. Faust's stary is the hasis for many literary, artistic, cinematic, and musical works such as those by Christopher
Marlowe, Goethe, Thomas Mann, Washington Irving, Mikhail Bulgakov, Gustov Mahler, Franz Liszt and Oscar Wilde. Faustus signs over
his soul to Lucifer (Satan), in return of keeping Mephistophilis, Satan’s agent, for twenty four years whom he summoned by the power
of magic. Mephistophilis agrees to fulfill all earthly desires of Faustus including love, knowledge and power in exchange for his soul.
Free and effortless access to everything that men may die for, makes Faustus choose self-damnation, though he seems to take a
chance to repent from time to time. However, each time the devil appears and warns him not to by means of temptation for more
power, more knowledge and more magic. In the end Faustus is strongly urged by an old man (representing the spirit of angel) to make
repentance but it is too late. The devil carries him off to hell.

Though Satanism as an organized activity did not exist much before the 17th century, the devil worshipping was found everywhere
during the Renaissance as an act of defiance among those who opposed the authority of the Christian Church. The Grimoire of Honorious,
a magical text book first printed in the 17th century (but perhaps older), gave instructions for saying masses to conjure demons. in
the 17th century, satanic activities were conducted by Christians who indulged in the magical rites of the Black Mass presided over
by the priests mostly defrocked by the Catholic Church. In England the ‘Heilfire’ club was founded by Sir Francis Dashhood in the eighteenth
century which has often been described as satanic. However, in activity it was little more than a club for adolescent-ike men to indulge
in drinking, sexual-play with women called ‘nuns’ and such outrageous behaviour. The members were said to conduct Black Masses
but it is doubtful that these were serious satanic activities.

In the 19th century the Church of Carmel was formed by Eugene Vintras who claimed that he was the reinacarnated prophet Elijah
and had received visions of the archangel, the Holy Ghost St. Joseph and the Virgin Mary for establishing a new religious order. Vintras
went about the countryside preaching this news and acquiring followers including priests. By 1848 The Church of Carmel was condemned
by the Pope. Later in 1851 Vintras was accused of conducting Biack Masses which mostly encouraged sexual obsecenities during prayeis
at the altar. Perhaps the most famous Satanist in the 19th century France was Abbé Boullan who formed a splinter group of the Church
of Carmel upon Vintras’ death. He ran the group for eighteen years and allegedly pracllsed black magic and infant sacrifice ritual of
satanic worship referred to in the opening quote of this article.
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Aleister Growley known as the Black Pope never considered himself as a Satanist; but his writings The Book of Law and The Equinox
become the basis for modern Satanism. He is reported to have crucified a toad as Jesus. He was a drug addict whose son mysteriously
died duiing a private ritual, which only two had attended. Crowley had to end up as a babbling incoherent idiot. A Black Mass was
performed at his funeral.

It is time to say a few words on The Black Mass, a popular ritual observed by most of the occultists including the worshippers
of Satan. In an article named The Black Mass Diane Vera writes that the Black Mass is not just one single ritual, it is a category
of rituals which used the format of Catholic Mass but involved prayers to Satan and/or blasphemies against the Christian God. The
3lack Mass has influenced the occult scene in general and not just Satanism. For example, Crowely's Gnostic Mass or the kind of
the Mass practiced by the members of the Priory of Sion in Dan Brown's Da Vinci Code does not involve prayers to Satan or any
of the cruder anti-Christian blasphemies usually associated with the Black Mass. It is only anocther creative variation on the Catholic
Mass and does borrow key elements of strectypical Black Mass such as the women on the altar.

it is important to note in this connection the ritual of the left-hand Tantrists consisted of a kind of black mass in which all of
the taboos of conventional Hinduism were conscientiously violated. Thus, in place of the traditional five elements (taltvas) of the Hindu
cosmos, these Tantrists used the five m’s : mamsa (flesh, meat), matsva (fish), madya (fermented grapes, wine), mudia (frumentum,
cereal, parched grain, or gestures), and maithuna (fornication). This latter element was made particularly antinomian through the involvement
of forbidden women—who was identified with the Goddess. [Encyclopedia Britannica)

Black Mass is conducted with the view to obtaining magical powers, and this is the ultimate rite for a real Satanist to obtain magic
powers. There is a group of secretive Satanists who belisve in the. traditional “*hate Christianity” ideals, what is good in the Bible turns
bad to them. They believe in burning crosses, sacrificing children on the aftar, spitting over the crosses when the ceremony is over
and last but not the least crosses heing tattooed on the soles of the feet so that the symbol of Christ is continually trodden underfoot.
Net only the fictitious Faustus but also the real life rock idol Kurt Cobain, the lead singer, guitarist, and songwriter for the Nirvana
was a staunch worshipper of Satan who proclaimed “get stoned and worship Satan”. He is said to have decorated his apartment as
he explained, with baby dolls hanging by their necks with blood all over them (Rolling Stone, Inside the Heart & Mind of Nirvana, by
Michael Azerrad, April 16, 1992).

However, Satanists are divided in a number of categories and they differ in the way they perceive the idea of Satan and perform
his worship. The most popular and well known category of Satanists are the one who follow the Satanic Bible and are members of
the Satanic church at San Francisco. Anton Szandor La Vey shaved his head and created the Church Of Satan [COS] on April 30,
1966 and he is considered as the father of the modern Satanic Movement. The only available scripture is the Satanic Bible which was
written by Lavey himself. Other works of Lavey include The Satanic Rituals, The Satanic Witch, The Devil's Notebook and Satan Speaks—

all these renders a great overview about the histery and contemporary practices of the COS. A
The Satanisis follow Nine Satanic statements and Eleven Satanic rules on Earth as found in the satanic bible-they are as follows :

The Nine Satanic Statements :

1. Satan represents indulgence instead of abstinence!

2. Satan represents vital existence instead of spiritual pipe dreams! _

3. Satan represents undefiled wisdom instead of hypocritical self-decei!

4. Satan renresents kindness to those who deserve it instead of iove wasted on ingrates!

5. Satan represents vengeance instead of turning the other cheek!
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6. Satan represents responsibility to the responsible instead of concern for psychic vampires!

7. Satan represents man as just another animal, sometimes better, more often worse than those that walk on all-fours, who, because
of his “divine spiritual and intellectual development,” has become the most vicious animal of allf

8. Satan represents ail of the sc-called sins, as they all lead to physical, mental, or emotional gratification!

9. Satan has been the best friend the Church has ever had, as He has kept it in business all these years!

The Eleven Satanic Rules of the Earth :

1. Do not give opinicns or advice unless you are asked.

2. Do not tell your troubles to others uniess you are sure they want to hear them.

3. When in another’s lair, show him respect or else do not go there.

4. If a guest in your lair annoys you, treat him crueilly and without mercy.

5. Do not make sexual advances unless you are given the mating signal. _

6. Do not take that which does not belong to you unless it is a burden to the other person and he cries out to be relieved.

7. Acknowledge the power of magic if you have employed it successfuily to obtain your desires. if you deny the power of magic
after having called upon it with success, you will lose all you have obtained.

8. Do not complain about anything to which you need not subject yourself.

9. Do not harm littie children.

10. Do not kill non-human animals unless you are attacked or for your food.

11. When walking in open territory, bother no one. If someone bothers you, ask him to stop. If he does not stop, destroy him.

There are also nine Satanic sins they are : Stupidity, pretentiousness, solipsism, seli-deceit, herd conformity, lack of perspective,
forgetfulness of past orthodoxies, counterproductive pride, and lack of aesthetics.

The Church of Satan derives its concept from Pagan image of power, virility, sexuality and sensuality. Satan is viewed here as
a symbolic force rather than a living deity, It has nothing to do with darkness, torture, hell and profound evil. The major emphasis in
satanic religion is given to the individual rather than on a God or Goddess.

There are no elements of Devil worship in the Church of Satan. To the Satanist, he is his own God. Satan is not a conscious
entity to be worshipped, rather a reservior of power inside each human to be tapped at will. Thus any concept of sacrifice is rejected
as a Christian aberration — in Satanism there’s no deity to which one can sacrifice.

Satan (Standard Hebrew Satan’el, English accuser) is a term that orginates from the Abrahamic faiths, being traditionally applied
to an angel in Judeo-Christian belief, and to a jinn in Islamic belief. While Hebrew ha-Satan is “the accuser” and Satan itseif means
“to overcome” — the one who challenged the religious faith of humans in the books of Job and Zechariah. Satanism, thus, is the worship
of the biblical Satan. The first blow that Satan hurls in God's domain is the event surrounding the Fall of Man. In Book Four of Paradise
Lost Milton calls Satan “an infernal serpent” for his seduction of the Mother of Mankind. However, in Gnostic faith he is represented
as one showing the ignorant the actual path of knowledge.

“The Christian creation account was not simply a candid tale for children nor was it of merely theoretical interest’, says Paul A.
Cantor in Creature and Created; Myth making and English Romanticism. He draws support from Harold Bloom’s Agon : Toward a theory
of revisionism to show that the biblical acount of creation or the garden of Eden story embodies a conservative moral which is intimately
bound up with the efforts of the old regime to maintain the status quo in Europe. Man's arrogance in breaking God’s commandment,
..e. eating the Forbidden Fruit from the Knowledge Tree ruined his Paradise where God gave him the opportunity to be completely happy.
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The lessons to be iearnt, therefore, is that man should never again try to improve upon God’'s handiwork, but instead obey him without
question, which in practice means to obey his constituted authorities in Church and state on earth. One must learn {o accept human
condition as one finds it, and endure its pains with patience and humiiity. The peculiarly gnostic form of creation myth provides the
revolutionary reply to this religious conservation man need no longer be in awe of his creator; he need no longer even be grateful for
being created : one is reminded of Tagore’s famous song, “amaye noife tribhubaneshwar tomar prem hoto je michhe”. It is in this connection
perhaps that Satan or Lucifer appears to be the unsung hero of the Bible—one who courageously stood up against God's tyranny and
injustice. And to curb the spirit of rebellion God put Satan in a bowl of fire.

However, Satan’s image as the champion of anti-establishment fails to earn him any great respect in the minds of people over
the ages. He is no Prometheus suffering eternal torment for championing the cause of liberty by giving mankind fire or ability of science.
With all his beauty, boldness, and quality of leadership Satan remains no more than an evil shrouded in darkness for his vile intention
and wrong means to the end. in his introduction to Prometheus Unbound Shelly argues that in spite of many simiiarities in character
and spirit the feature that strongly alienates Satan form Prometheus is act of Selfishness and obession for power. Behind all his effort
to challenge a great authority was solely the intention to fulfill his own interest.

. Moreover, Satan wanted to create a world parallel to God's which was otherwise dissociated from mainstream life. Even Milton’s

powerful and sympathetic characterization of Satan in BK. 1 of Paradise Lost cannot hide the fact that isolation from nature seems
to be the permanent price one has to pay for his over-reaching ambition. Hence “A Dungeon horrible, on all sides round ...". Standing
up against the conventional social political and economic principles of a society may be appreciated as the spirit of anti-establishment
but an act of “tearing down the Establishment” alone without any proper agenda of human welfare does not help in bringing about real
change necessary for setting up a new order or building up a better world. To be the sole creator of one’s world seems like a glorious
prospect untit one realizes the hideous consequences of seeing one's self mirrored everywhere one turns.
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Nationalism Revisited

Somak Biswas
Department of History, U.G. First Year

Wishing away history is a notoriously difficult task. It has the irritating habit of resurfacing now and then, often at inappropriate
times. Far easier, however, would be to put on a myopic lens to have a selective view of it. History is more often shaped by such
selective perceptions rather than holistic and unbiased facts. There is a certain attraction inherent in perceptual history as well as imaginative
geography that often lead to a severe dereliction of its material dimensions. For a theme as complex as nationalism, the dilernma is
dual — perceptual, as well as material.

Defining Nation

The idea of nation has been a remarkably ingenious invention. It has the persuasive power to engage the lay and learned alike,
without being bothered about the necessity of its being. The idea of nation is an abstract one. Quite characteristically then, the ideology
of nationalism has to be necessarily an abstract set of ideals. For a nation to be shaped, it is necessary to fill the political, social,
and cultural space with real or imagined constructs, often culled from a selective appropriation of history. To sustain the idea of a nation,
these constructs are crystallized to invent the powerful ideology of nationalism.

Tagore defines 'a naticn, in the sens of the political and the economic union of a people, is that aspect which a whole population
assumes when organized for a mechanical purpose. Society, as Tagore emphatically observes, has no ulterior purpose. it is an end
in itseif. Nation is a mechanical machinery that welds colossal power and authority for the governance of a definite territory. For a country
to become a nation, it must fulfill the criteria of having a definite territory a uniform cuiture, and a distinct degree of homogeneity. These
are particularly the classical European parameters of nationhood. The composition of a western nation has generally been homogenous
in cultural and religious terms, and the functions largely determined by the long history of state-church conflicts. A nation is primarily
a political civilization and, as Tagore says, based upon exclusiveness. For a nation to consolidate itself in the minds of its people,
it has to create durable imageries of its enemies. Nationalist mythmaking has often been assigned the task of manufacturing a national
consensus based on erasing unnecessarily complex and conflicting diversities in favour of a monolithic and simulated unity. Nationalism
is a powerful unifier in the sense that it helps to create a plethora of viable symbolisms to give credibility to the ambitious project
of nation-making.

A nation implies the idea of an imagined community. It is necessary to bequeath it with an imagined history, whereby the tale churns
out some fable of a glorious past, followed by a decadent present, and a resurgent manifestation of the past intc a glorious future.
An imagined history is critical for constructing an imagined identity. Nationalism is a useful tool to manufacture this imagined ‘national
identity. The supposed solidarity thus achieved is a thin covering over various conflicting diversities. In a pluralist society, manifesting
the idea of a singular nation is difficult to sustain because of the multiplicity inherent in its very nature. The existence of parallel nations
tied solely to religious roots is neither exclusive nor rare. Indeed, such a phenomenon has been observed to occur globally. identities,
more specifically communal identities tend to knit themselves closely around religious divides. Intra-religious identities are aiso not atypical
The existence of multiple identities within a religion can be underscored by a simple example : within the Hindu religion, a Dalit may
think of him/herself a separate entity, having a distinct socio-political identity. This tendency to equate whole communitarian identities
in socio-plitical terms may further the urge for estabiishing parallel societies. The existence of parallel societies also give continuous
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filip to the idea of a parallel nation. Hence, when we speak of Indian nationalism, it would be intelligent to note that it doss not refer
to any singular force of nationalism operating throughout India. Instead, it is an aggregate of multiple sub-nationalisms (ethnic, religious,
cultural and the like), existing simulataneously with a pan-Indian one.

Thus, within a muiticultural and substantially diverse country as India, people may end up identifying themselves with their respective
communal identities and sympathizing with their respective loyalties. That there could exist multiple nations coterminous with a nation
is often missed by us. Admittedly, the co-existence of such notions bears the direct harbingers of separatist tendencies in the divisive
manifestations of communalism and terrorism.

The Case of India

Perceptually speaking, India may be easy to identify as a nation. Materially, however, it is not. Tagore was perhaps correct when
he commented that the word nation is literally non-translatable in Indian languages, however much we bequeath it with novel connotations.
The duplicities inherent in the term may seem non-palatable, but that is more due to its obvious characteristics than its non-translatability.

In may ways, we imagine India. When we imagine india at a ‘national’ level, she appears to us as a nation. Nevertheless, perceptions,
though deceptive, cannot be wished away. However, the solidarities necessary for the construction of the Indian nation are more superficial
than real. For all its greatnesses combined, India is yet to become a nation. It hardly wants to notice the fact that India barely fulfills
any of the requisite criteria that are necessary for the making of the national fabric. Part of the paradox may be answered by stating
that India is a nation in its own right. However, it scarcely solves the much broader issue at large. For, in accepting this, India's capacious
past will suffer substantial falsification, if not whole.

India’s nationhood has been a matter of national debate since the early nineteenth century itself. As Sunil Khilnani remarks, it were
the ideas of India that shaped the future India. The factuality of India as a nation was actively debated and discussed and this marked
the definitive journey of India as a well-defined poiitical entity. Be that as it may, India has been one of the classic examples of a
multicultural civifization that fits better within the broader term country. A country is more of a geographical idea than a definitive political
state. india as an idea is much more inclusive and broader than any narrow attempt to fit it in the hermetic confines of a Nation.
India has been a cradle of diverse cultures existing under a common umbrella. The vast degrees of heterogeneity make any attempt
to categorize it as a singular nation virtually self-defeating. However, the tradition of tolerance enabled a great magnitude of accommodation
that helped in the peaceful co-existence of diverse social groups. To be sure, accommodation was not an exclusive phenomenon. But
the fabled assimilative powers of India were mcre mythical than real. If there was accommodation, there has to be assimilation. But
to push the case for assimilation too far is not always a wise idea. Accommodation occurred in the form of parallel accretion of cuttural
traits, which meant that subtle and gross distinctions did not disappear altogether. Had it indeed been a case of pure assimilation, we
would not have found our legendary ‘unity in diversity’ stumbling now and then on real and imagined ruptures.

india has been a composite civilization. At the same time, India was not Greece, a one-time great civilization. A glance at the
number of foreign invasions would have suggested that India, being highly vulnerable to assault should have dwindled to dust while
the ancient and militarily powerful Greek civilization should have existed with full vigour. Contrarily, the Roman civilization had faded
to obilivion while the Indian civilization still lives on, a billion strong. This inherent tenacity to absorb new elements in its cultural fabric
has lent it a plasticity to its advantage. Again, society evolved in India in its own distinct way. The tremendous ability of India to accommodate
differences has led to a profuse cultural exchange within the subcontinent, leaving us a rich legacy of cultural flowering. In contrast,
the histery of a nation (Britain and France are fine examples) is replete with alienation, and hence can hardly claim to be muiticultural.

To evoke an ancient ideal as that of India’s cynosure may seem simplistic; but maitree seems to be India’s innate social affinity.
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How the idea of India gol a political expression in the world map as a nation has a fong and vivid history, but that need not undermine
india’s greatness as a mmulticultural country. )

The 19th century saw India wake up to the fierce ciarion calls of nationalism. But the nationalist opinion it generated was fractured.
There emerged a penchant to return to a pristine ‘Hindu’ past, adulterated by a decadent Muslim rule and further degraded by a tyrannous
British presence. Such one-dimensional readings of history were no doubt perverted, but the fact that it gained wide coinage shows
the pervading power of such perceptual histories. The real contestations of defining India’s future, however, came to the fore at the
time of independence. Nehru ultimately emerged victorious in this war of ideas and his implicit faith in modernity meant that India was
to function within the framework of a nation-state imbibed with his innovative improvisations. Unlike Gandhi and Tagore, Nehru differed
from his political and intellectual mentors in this regard, since both didn't look upon the state as & benign protector, rather they saw
it as an unnecessary persecutor. But the real problemn lay elsewhere. The passing of legislations didn't automatically weld india into
a nation. The transition of India from a non-nation into a nation was not painless and sericus incompatibilities kept cropping up. Sometimes,
the costs seemed to outweigh the benefits secured, which then made it an entirely unviable process.

Nationalism vs. Patriofism

Ramachandra Guha, noted social scientist and academic, once obsetved that to consider a noble ideal vilified just because some
narrow-minded fanatics have used it to serve their own selfish purpose is not only presumptuous, but also falsifying the truth. He was
referring to the use of saffron colour — the colour of renunciation according to indian monastic traditions — that had been put to serve
some narrow end by the Hindutva outfits. Nothing better can serve the parailel drawn between the nationalism — patriotism paradox,
a much discussed but often misunderstood concept.

The boons associated with nationalism may be cbvicus and undoubtedly, varied. Nevertheless, that need not turn into an excuse
for wishing away its banes. With nationalism, comes the abstract idea of legitimate force. For its sustenance, huge military expenses
are incurred at the cost of humanitarian needs. Poor countries like India and Pakistan spend about one-fourth and one-half of their revenues
for the purpose of defense, all for the sake of nationalism. Why, if U.S. spends even one-thirteenth of their 500% billion defense budget
on poverty alleviation, it can be mitigated on a global scale. Being ignorant to the immediate needs of the society is not only irresponsible,
but to advance the military machinery to encroach upon humane needs is simply outrageous. The materialist dimensions propagated
by the capitalist nation are a resuit of the faw of demand and supply. which has an insatiable appetite for more than is required. Competitiveness
is good, but to allow it to exceed beyond its healthy limite leads to ‘a large waste of labour and crippling of social consciousness'’.
Nationalism has the bad habit of imposing an orthodox ideclogy of blind and unguestioning allegiance to one’s nation. In doing so. we
often forget that no nation can exist in isolation; they thrive because others do. The predatory nature of nationalism is often missed
deliberately, but the action it perpetrates under the self-justifying title of nationalism generally remains a violent one.

Patrictism is frequently thought to be synonymous with naticnalism. Howsever, that is a habitul misnomer. Nationalism is roughly similar
to rashtravad while that of patriotism — rashtrabhav or jatiyabhav. Rashtravad is more of a political ideclogy, while jatiyabhay -— that of
a consciousness. The fundamental difference lie in the optimism that patrictism exhibits. True that both refer to the same fable of loving
one’s homeland, but the idea of country occupies a much breader expression in the case of patriotism. It is not built upon the selfish
premise of ‘ours and theirs’ assumption. Love for one’s own hoineland i quite justified but a necessary hatred for certain others isn't. A
patriot need not antagonize other countries for the sake of loving crne's cwn. Seen in this fight, Tagore or Vivekananda is no less a patriot
than Gandhi or Nehru. Indeed, their love for their country couid be obssrved at a much broader perspective. They observed their country
as a manifestation of the same thread of humanity that rung through all beings, imespective of national or religious barriers. The danger
imminent in fragmenting humanity to suit one’s platter could nat have missed thewr musings, leading them to observe the utter futility of
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such distinctions. They were patriots without being nationalist. Their watan was not confined by any spacific territo:y
far and wide. Unlike in nation, an ascribed national identity need not come before reason. In fact, reason ,dl,omi;_;v

A Synthetic Approach

The mechanism of defense is necessary to sustain the idea of Naticn. Confrontation between two nations oy e
an act of nationalism or demonized as a terrorist act by each other. To wit the truth. however, they represert ih - 1y
the same coin. Nevertheless, divorcing it from the idea of nationalism will prove helpful in having a fresh lock ai e problem since

seeing such acts through the spectacles of nation runs the imminent danger of clouding out its other aspects. p;art'fnla' y he human
concerns involved. The idea of nationalism may be abstract. The untold suffering caused due to it is, however, not. The affliction reflects
the reality, while nationalism, the illusion. That an act of violence is primarily an act of violence in any setting should be recognized
first, rather than relishing the victory or suffering the defeat. Acts of profuse viclence show, often ironically, that the blood of the martyr
is deemed more sacred than the ink of the scholar. War memorials bear fine testimony to this gruesome fact.

Whatever our approach is, a violent act remains thus, whether it is termed nationalism or terrorism. This strange paradox arises
out of a fundamental flaw in our approach of considering it. How we perceive a problem may yield altogether different results. A humanitarian
approach may not be so novel, but it is neither outdated. Emphasis on a ‘solitarist’ interpretation of civilization can be harmful as it
tends to break up mankind into discrete fragments rather than observing it as a conceived whole. Promotion of narrow-minded communal
dividends in the name of nationalism has done incalculable harm to the society, eroding the very foundations of humanity. As such,
three issues need to be addressed. Firstly, there has to be a common identity. Secondly. a common cause should be envisaged that
should be well-uefined in its characteristics. Thirdly, common ends to which this means should be directed in the long run.

Epilogque

The force of the nation lay in its successful and legitimate use of force, which has an objective to conquer. As Einstein reiterated,
‘the arms industry was indeed one of the greatest dangers that beset mankind which with its evil power of nationalism was trying to
plunge the whole world into a war'. Einstein was right. Seventy years hence, we can ask the same question to ourselves. And the
answer is quite obvious. The threat hasn't receded; indeed, it has increased manifold. The ideology of nationalism is a parasitic concept
that constantly feeds upon imagined constructs. The forging of an exclusivist national identity impedes the very possibility of creating
a global consciousness based upon global identities. However, this is not a blind prescription for mindless internationalism, as that would
replace a bad system with an equivalent one. A society can function within a broad framework of ‘anarcho-communitarianisny’. Our being
a human must not be choked by our being an Indian, a Hindu, or a Muslim. If a religion fails to identify humans as humans first
and foremost, it is hardly worth a penny. Humanity, as Tagore pointed out, is the last sacred shefter of mankind. In the poetic words
of Tagore, ‘when the morning comes for cleansing the blood-stained steps of the nation along the highroad of humanity, we shall be
called upon to bring our own vessel of sacred water — the waler of worship — to sweeten the history of man into purity, and with
its sprinkling make the trampled dust of centuries blessed with fruitfuiness.

Natlonahsrn will perhaps die a natural death after the gradual realization of its futility. However, the lesson learnt will not go in vain.
Faith, faith” and faith on humanity alone will determine the future course for mankind.

References. 1. Nationalism -— Rabindranath Tagore 2. The idea of India — Sunil Khilnani
3. The discovery of India — Jawaharlal Nehru 4. ldentity and violence — Amartya Sen.

5. Beyond nationalist frames — Sumit Sarkar
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Raniganj Coal-fields — A Reality Check
Udita Mukherjee
Department of Geology, U.G. Final Year

In this era of jetsetting lifestyles and huge industries, India, with 2.7% of the world’s coal reserves ranks sixth in the world when
it comes to coal resources, which is one of the basic requirements of industrialization. Raniganj, one of the major coal-ields of india,
is thus a place to reckon with in the world. Bearing a huge supply of lower gondwana coals inside its rocky cover, this coal-field extends
over an area of at least 1500 sq.km.

Starting from the cclonial times human endeavours have unearthed the black diamonds hidden inside the black earth of these regions
for economic benefits, sometimes by private enterprises and at other times, by government initiatives.

But years of unplanned mining is now taking its toll on the region. Filling up of the vacant mines with sand after unearthing the coal is
essential to resist the accompanying environmental and social hazards. However, surprisingly, year after year, the coal has been mined out
of this region, but the craving for some excess profit had stopped the entrepreneurs from properly filling up the vacant space with sand. At
places, they have built some pillars, but of course, these do not provide the sufficient amount of support required to overcome the superincumbent
pressure acting on the void created, thus feaving ampie chances of caving in of the upper fayer of earth. In and around Raniganj, tremors
are a reality that people often face. There are a number of foik-songs of this region that testify to this fact.

Of course, a tremor of sufficient intensity can lead to a disaster and if a landslide occurs, then, well, everycne can very well imagine
the effects. The fractures that cut through the roads and settlements of this region are glaring testimonials of the facts. Even the esteemed
G.T. Road bears the brunt of this problem and if the railways are affected, then almost a major part of the eastern India will be cut
off from north india.

More importantly, a landslide not only dismantles the settlements but alsc the social and moral set-up of the individuals. Even if
properly rehabilitated, the sense of rootlessness, accompanying such incidents, is enough to mar the mental strength of any normal
human being. Moreover, the forefathers of the present miners, forming the bulk of the population, were transported from the Santhal
Parganas to the coal fields and the sense of rootlessness and the pain of losing home are their heirloom, their ‘inheritance of loss’.
So we can only imagine but never feel the effect of this social catastrophe for them.

Due to the accumulation of methane gas in the vacancy, coal-fires are a day-tc-day affair in this part of the world. The remnan
coal gets combusted in this fire, thus leading to the collapsing of the upper strata. Moreover, carbon dioxide evolved due ic combustion
of coal and methane further adds to the environmental problem.

The minuscule coal particles also pose threats to the environment. Statistics show us that people of this region are more prone
to tuberculosis which is due to the high level of air poilution.

Another major problem is due to the water-logging in the void present. The water, coming in contact with the toxicities present, becomes
unfit for use. But still, due to lack of awareness and amenities, it is used leading to numerous health hazards and related complications.

The water stored may break the adjoining walls and can flood the entire mining region, thus repeating the horrible tragedy of chashnala.
— “SREIEE ARTE daw ed pEan i @

But do we want that to happen?

It is high-time the concerned authorities take note of the situation and make the required amends so that the life and property
of many innocent people are saved. Can’'t we expect even that from you, respected “to whom it may concern”?
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AATHE TAMGE AT R A AGCIF FAB SN T S0 §

AR @ETIR Qb T G LG AT 3 ARAAE], DA 2R, FA Arfba B | rea@-#isdt] a0 #iv @E T e — 948

15 AT AN, ST W — WA (@ T 2 TR GRres Tt qrre Sfemd wpize adal | syirer G wer @l cofy amete e 7w S

mﬁmcmmmwwmemW,wwmm&mvgw%ﬂmmwmm%m,wwrwmﬁm@mfﬁﬁiﬁ'@m@qmi

S50 BT gald Wy 4 sRen w9 e SIefeia «eeae O3 RS B, NI A WA FZ 9F % GERIAE AT
w2AfE | PR 0T (1Y) TR YRS S AR S T o, @A — e (aigferEn

CRRATA

ST SMAT T T "

SIBA I G (U STA Co1CE A @9 b fE 4l oAeainers Sve YA, S eeEg WA ATt i (It eEm 930 Al - (TanA wa gl

" ARE T AT S AlkE, I ARG G ARG (@I 2|
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2 TR S S AR — 9% AR SRl ot | efte e s 75, Hif 5f S wwier, wilers A, W17 et Bt 3 Wi W fefegud
e - Biew Sl AW WMo i wiRey ATy W A — feft cor « fmna wermae ao% A Eg sicgm e, wRae, Bee, awte
Toimnti[7 SISWAE AETE ¥ Y I

% DALEE SA] (TS #7979 (A 79 2] oy saar sicesa sge, (afa g eeRiafhins i maRetETes weel Teme am read
77 TG A | D] A0 AN SACEE SR WA 2T TN T, (ST 4 Gl HIN GAEE WA AT TSNS KA Arda R, oam vadk
GTES WA SAER W oG e ofehm i, ww e gw et (ot @ e sk o g

i Fiferes T Alfefere witen, Giaa@m ax Svg ey 9@ Segel A | S RKfen @rre JUrant (s Jae e« Bfgr seicea s <gfe
G =] AR O WO ARG SOTER 20 QTS AW ARAF A Tfaget | i R Sfameceia afeEg <R Ao Shgw o «fbam, B Ewe sz
77 AT TGl A sics) el Weral Y=g I AH, e 1S @l Une 98 AT siel SWiNdl Araten wlEe W3, 9R eyl dmsfE
T DG (TH AT ATT A | Y AT #{0% BATS 5L ST A FAT FAT AT ALY R SFGE (FS (BT, T WA T, G TF 95
SIS HETE EE T0S | AN G I M, Gl sifgaray ceils, e 6 4152 91 a2 SfF e q1, SR AN A wie prs eife wmed <eEra
SHATETA, (AT 2 9F %%, TF AW ARAR 4 @i @iRiE, wim @i gita Sates At e Sarenife e e ace sifkea

CwAT AT @ W — Sde IS Al prEy, (AN AT W A SNcdl SRS (4] W QF (RFe A, (79I BYA e
"z:‘@? T AT AT A5 0N W €3 TIA M el <6 Afaicgd o [4RR s, 9@ [Reelsse s Ficus hispida L. (9 Moraceae.

3,,5,4 &35 hispida xmiba & ‘carmge’ | oiefs aka, w3 wawaE, A, S e SrEER v e amieR o faien s @ afla sms
FEIH €3 5y (] W | (215 45 T 4G G SIE SIE | A 47 1 TS ST TG, NS G | Aol e Aaf e e Ateta Frasimea s
g wee sl eS| sifEeeE Rl o s el &RieeE

=% Ficus 5199@ Wi A4gifog TAaE I @R @9l GR% IR LA JEE LTS | AS (A0S GER AT Sy AP W W B W wis A
G 70 el 2 et alB sraweld FkEe SR 2[eeiRaieT Rl 7[P7ne al Cietaa, Wil #isi(d A & Z0H 39 mﬁu 938 (ARG oAl
lReceptaCIe) A% | Al e 4 @ A 9l o7 fom e ) R a qaEE T Aow feeiia Ak o2 7 few i fewn o g
TR S GO WG A | TAR R RO oo QAP 9@ €4 T o[t 41 hypanthodium.

5 THg =5y e wenl 71 | @IS ENEAYR WIEEE | AT AT AT B T oG T |G P 2, Aflod STRE | G (SHEGSS
Ewe . wE-Ae ¢ AR qAsd [WTHIAE | A b GE AH Oim @ el g amge el
AETATEE (BT T (Genesis 3 1 7) @ AT SIHA ©id WS W U [a @ QT oA w4 @ rel i frenwa wge atz, Mefh
THT RSl el T W B4 SIESlE SRaltng el YT AR T Fud 2ol qf e AreE % arge wEz ffer o
ABTETE (T BT 2o WAT O FeR TR g ¢ Sed oM iy e | — (FHA qage ! g ¢ s e
BT SHTR (8 W ARIA G (Fig) oNEE T | A 4 AT6E TEae T2 Gy At qeerfera— “If | had to mention a
eat from these fruits

34

D
.[

A

fruit that descended from paradise | would say this is it because the paradisiacal fruits do not have pits ...

for they prevent hemorrhoids, prevent piles and help gout” (Bukhari).
TR ARe (O Frd WEAE Si(E, FOLE 9N A (NS (LA - F A9, I @ T g wma ofg ! 4wiele e AR (el STATEE
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BT G (& WLIAT TR €B 4ol wd @3 sl qg Tl (o g aimeifed anel wfafbe 9w sfaa

G ; TEiEE ST TEBAE SAe 995 wsbE TrA (7 SfENha W ordl ¥ S A i) a¢ ERee S Syzygium cumini (L) Skeels.

% Myrtaceae. f&enare Smmimy A4S wmuf 207 Syzyg:um jambolanum, Eugenia cumini, Eugenia jambolana.

sty w6 Tz ffE @ ‘Suzugos’ (0, A T U1 < W (EITE @ET AR SR @R 2ETepE Awb 4R Silted Al anwd Fifn
FAArEa ! OEEN G3 o1sfh A TR A9 9% Tk B AW A4 SR Sired A3 DR, AR, WER € AW 9 57 Hifen wy ) argh
30 meter ¥ fas‘é‘f’rérﬁrv o oAl ST 9% gEiha BTy A SR € oife AE0T TATE ST (44 IC SRSTHAT B T | AT WA i 7063
75 W | AT I Asfaagiat g | fa fampmt Serardi, e e sty w aned Rade e e Aes (1) T3 | Sle@iE- (FEiE ans a0
Srel Arg A G CACE 0 SlcE A B e, wib (@ s A qed 2 9w oo Al e A AT | GR-GER FE HUA | 2
TF ATE AL, TE SAl Aned A Te Age | ofe wa @b e ?T'f-ﬂt" Ao ol A | (S e T Al ¢ FEE TNTET (q4 A
T | BICA SEA TA AT € TATA T8 | (A A Ged Wl S (2 9% enid W | FEs SeelE Fe @ (A0 GF G0 AWE (e adl W
T G (% HG | Al SEPES, TRZDA, (A5 Q05 S S| R ame 701 T4 5 9o | He @ TS X T | 9[% ¢ T BRI 39 .”?:m
Toriiad | fafen faow D omafs (aww srgrdn, 3Cwa ¢ b e smifeny @ Arew v9zR ey | T BHNE A ¢ C 97 93l wwgsyd Jw

TRATSA (FF (FA Ta ool q AT e 43 SMEd A ¢ T azd 791 3| 4l wife g Rrem fay fzw . TEew: T B w
R AR S ZLACE | (AN B RE YA AR A w0 | R, KA Sl ke AT AT I ASHEAA (51 2 A 9% FW c«@?ﬁm i
TRALE w0 @S2 76 (@S (@ TATEd AHW AualR W« fet Ty (FieE a1

FATA S FELT LAl a0si T F1 T, (@51 GRS 3% w1 grrestad) wwpel wenwt @afB zw, A fEmee AW Rubus fruticosus A Rubus
ursinus

[/ ;93 (2h AT @ TT"WET@T NE THCE 2T O (NG GRS A1 (IE @R T a1 q0sivg v a5 WqF AT I olen vl
Sgrgerea AT 9% qB4ES [FEETHES AN Ficus benghalensis L., (5@ Moraceae : N5 Ficus P q0TE THCRT 25 A A (47% |
AIDRE YA Ficus FIET Sg 1 T 99 TGS AW voo AW O3 +f3FTS #Aleql 97| 2=%ifE 75 benghalensis <s @@l WAL TT @RT

sirzibe BARE 919 Banyan tree-a Sesifa (3% (Fezraialyis | 78IS, (@I OIS TSTRIAM ghiaal AT SAmeiEg Sade] (HiH GurE O3 Aefed
I oz s SR (e afaten wow Mfere wrel | Ganfie sUard] grete b aREE O3 SR Aos FrEwE e o wime wne ) B e
fer site. siaq&f awa anfera § (Banyan tree) Wi ARMG(E 71 07 | <Bolivez @i wrargl g fis Bamtam ) e a0m Sias <G FCan | R
sy fafea wmsi @i e, $g@ 2B @ g TR Al TS <heifg GRCe AeTl T | Gret 4% sl wel (At 3% rfbre s ari
T AGNE 20 4R T A TTT TE <4 24T 403 TS AT 3CF 1 A1 (791 6 wrrivas | forgls, spjd «a siwm S fie (o) 5303
FIHR CFEHLT-IE A ST T ST T | T 49 2, YA WSl whe IwE Al hypanthodium eI @5 2l A | e st 490
A ARS W1 AR (drE ge ont ?r—ﬁ Al | ffon #if W Sfoae waen @3 TR (AU %W IR SWIAGE 01 (510 B i miey wnoe Gim [T
e B @R AT (Aeeg frw Aeln W6z we ooty ramem oem st @ fifen Al 2 e qrE, T agfes 4753 9
(RTE (P9 BRI | A7 (el o0 arl e qra (A0 57 SR SFSHl B Giqe 9% E 98 9l SR o AT WA TEmcel 2ifed #s o
FETI Fravjrm e e Biirim T Feltn <Bela wifd Qi3 T acafes | savy R aafp 4G9 Sy @7 GG g 57| 97 5A T
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sTadfan W% WE (%1 AL 97 3 2re HE A S 2 Jvvo-d (A BT AT | 99 Tl 18-¢ [@hl 492 0 wweaiy o8 @3 @i gro
ST ST

(54 SO Wl (STEGE 20 | B BT 7 qRRe 201 AN | 6 ofre! A Sommaal | A 2t (e Bors T4 | IEa @Y wrnE
zabTre T Sedl AeA wE VTR N AW B iz @3 7@

shaeta Fifzrer TRt (4eeX 93 WiEee ¢ fs oy wmen 0w g | wee AmbEa, S gam sl farmd | amEs, TErene Rear @gs
FibE — IR glE! GIRASN WATH TMigad | AN AN, FE ¢ Mol A%l (e A05a FUDE) A QR AR | THEKIS YR SFesd
@1q FHARA A T FAL A FABR, WPt ¢ FETE G IBAANCRR G Wew rafaem ¢ g T e T (e ) SR Siea <o
el AATE G

“Hfsem “‘m ABTT TR T Te Sl BG ARE AT 4T THTET A |

A WUET GRS A50lE AR AN (iSld SNEge | 2wl @firsts 7w afafE Healrea wram T Sty | e Giuanes o
& ez Sl eieTE Sl T oreTid Akl S SR | (RlEe (IS S0 HEmEl WEel el wins o &y Wiee Fran AEEed S |
aae o Fedpy Sl AT TEE 2MITAN (el TH! SO SpTEA A | A0® WRTIE S (4% Z0E wna € T Nerrs admay Spad
a5 ofrm <3 weefs Avre @Rl A R @ I Do SIer Al T TEEel Tye

EE o orTE HElE, (AT (eF — SHUEE PR AP o1 @ /g vy, ©fF A wra anrm W [ sierae SRatas v s
Fre SUle AE redl s W) o (@] TNTEE $ig e FolE e Afern are w era wE arefora FisE A foree AW 4d
S50 col wieT @ wlns (57 (25 2t Artocarpus heterophylia Lamk., i< alw : Artocarpus integra, Artocarpus integrifolia i 64 (sita Maraceae.

2w fEsse heterophylla <itwa 51’ fafes 7 #ifet | SasT 15 BIEIT Sirefd femral e aed e el W4T /1 203 WMSe 2 o=l W)
S5« e Q Siere 2i6E SilE al bread fruit tree (IRIE, $38 2T bread fruit tree-a Zawii<¢ s Artocarpus incisus 41 Artocarpus communis,

T amE T ek |

FE wAfesTRll wideniza % D TS Rl BATS AT SRy Wl (@l T 1% (2 Sl RIG ASIF | TSN SATTa Fa @)
CRTTE AR <REls ¢ TR O3 ANz 259 SHed T N (A STAE 25T o (4rs s Fiea ered AR e efveis e
W57 oo Trwa Tide Faara M o 7 FRYE €3 QU S4ISNE TS AR, A wE e e 4y f2end 9EE Facee | e A T 6
TR SR S ST A A

TS| SRS 3 7T €5 (34 (A, A Al AW < s A0ET | SR TN siwd Sl AR YIRS | Al A5 3% 1 STAwD! fenrpe
< Soira fie SRBCR ) S5T o7y 99 4RTA| G (= 1 T4i4El e @R BT (AT 4-so (aiy! TAME (g w
sige{os S PRI 2 | 97T ST T& I ol 78| AR (I, YOF el o AT 250
AT WG +iTe AME WS Y A (AF I AW FE CA{lsi 4 L
el Si0%d tjlr & IE (ATF FH (A5 T 8 Tl a4l sAfaers

o Bl 2l | T T @
BRI T T AT 2T LY TG WO | FH YT W e, 'ﬁ“"“ﬁ@}“
TART (STE Teow | TIAE aFF %ol AW AT FAgE T | AT SR R WA | A

WOEEA q0-vokg #ET ITT AL
517 Hfers #lo 7 TN S T FE (i Afom e Moy T ARG (A a3Erd Fmeha $HalE

E3b; THa Vel Led& Beiwar |
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&1y (AT AGTN TE TAE AETAT INT GITE FLAW | TEHIA (AF AR 4T S SAleq T |

FOTE QA qL SITH-2H ST ARSI BAFES | F0E orTE € WA T MANET WA (7 GFS] T (I WA O SAE AR avery
FoAE | TA WA A ANGETS e QY FoE WA (Fwa--

wiw ABe G AFe, IPE W T/

Sore A3 (oG FwCa, =W HAFA AL

w1z sjefer M AGTED AR - - SITESITS (aNeTite Bl wEta Wt/ PRI FaT Wat, e AE wiera @l L elATS (3! e ST |

fEm . “fae S0a Ae o T, '

TT-AALAG WT !
QU @FES] AW I,
b7 (A3 WTHd AT —

251, fZemT AR AT Tl W QINSIR Gioe | Wig ©F (K Mg AAR SAEs FAN HAN] AT WA AR TS O S T2 gl Tl
o723 B T weaR ot fira aren 4% e sitea fwierre 59— Barriangtonia acutangula L. Gaerton., (574 Leoythidaceae lﬁCIW‘Bam'ngton/a’
G SR TUAS aFeRw 6. FIRTTE AN (A0F | AGIfeTsE ‘acutangula’ <l IR 6T PE, FEF WEF @ARITT L3 AN (RS TE0T

Flbe W APTEW Tie, WY & QLR | qEE ¢ ARGIRUg AR SES SRy ARoTE Aledl AR | G2 PR ATTNE MEHTE WA ofleqt
I ! oS AT wiEed fmrg Torere! SErelt SeTs sitent A |

TR SFIE DA TF | SEFET TOOAL | AT A € A6 AW T0ET | Sife) DY, ey s <t pew, (@5 e e W | TitEe SlsiE
s rersl wraem SRR A | PSR R e v |

(2B (=16 FEACS A Al T TEalm AR SR ASA | A[AwuRS e M WS (ATE JACS A | 26 e TR T Gl WA | FEA
TR FRIGTA BT, bgl®le ¥ | feeal (aleeie | afs ot {5 qw A | T AW, bI50S, 79w, OF A, (Tl (R €3 sk WIE | Bem
Stz FoICT ez v AUAfE (3 wora oite ame (RiFbe e Site Tl (N wwle siww aiife, fien s ¢ e i fosta wiew e
4% S qTs 30! ABa A5 ¢rwe 93 HIT TS PN LH A |

(ZTT 7MITEd (TR 67 | T fow, 0w — 4 (@i ¢ Aie Soiendl | o7 FRARE e (orwadEE e WA w4l 3 1 o{rel a9 (705 Ao
Soidl | A G- AT Z1 9 AmRd SIeETAl Al TUE 2feE e S TR (R wE At ue e €3 ATy |

afe@-cu s mw (PIG | O AL (] Fe (A | (RS Sfgw RO simafors aield did st (T siivg | 4l Sagd ) A1er €0
TED TMT |

TPYL 1 EMITA (HCAT (IS (LS EF QIS 251 TR (7 T SR AIh A B Tl @l STGE SE Ko 903 | (IR (remas (4
(P& Gy T FACAL (FAIE SIOAA AT DI (T AT SPYIoITg = S9N + TS S (4 A0 o iR & oiopey i) 733 259 oAfea o
g |

o slitez f@iesTe A9 Ficus religiosa 1. (319 Moraceae.

2S5 religiosa = »f4a 4l w67 SEPHIR A% ATETS @A Al ot AErEE BEmrE slvom AREET e ad S e | e
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geerd AT 7 ANE AT A2 sl eI By 4 vilfiie W @2 alined e a0
oA TG SIS 7 IR TR0 TR W, @I 0 | FRE (U W WA A G| 0N T 1 AT (R B, STHLS S ATE st (A0
ol (T TS 3 ‘?]%T? el T A GBNE e D BoTAE a5 ¥, TS fargie 7y STRES] e | [ X7 TrEAE LT WIF ATGIEAT
ey TR WA ATH ol I Hrwy W g ww AV g oS WA 6% w (Ea Wl Soigfa Daus slaw wia siivzd o3l sietares, e
P G e (A RELE WA g | WA el b feca o cares s R odaze sae s
fe slig mr-zr (T D T (SIS GG (AT B A 2ped SIS U A0ET 1 (LG TH AR T T (AR Ay AWy T
et sl <5 SR el SATAs dive HNfHa ST o Aty A AR meana WU YIS Gk ordie e e s fag fW 7 T g Sl
sERE] SRE AN ATRALR G wa @ SR Toy W SEe 9 q¢ 2ifSq |l @ oty sic e T

%
Al

15

£
&)

ivflore fog eaw g4 a8aw qFe TN [fen gy Tl FRge T T € I wEhT Hre! AfErma s A e Az g Alet aife
NG —ﬂcﬂﬂf? form <y ;
TwTan Fz G2 sie 39 YifRg o ReE ae o e g oS, I g R wprl-ar Riag ) e oz (c'i‘?F‘ iy ¢ faelE T (@

< ww 31—,? s fogs, cowm Tmsl By g S0 T (R (ST WA SPNNEE g5iE AR e 9 S 2RleREng W, 4 ¢ VARe R
ATTAT AR AN F5 o T sl mema S [fen «fifn s il < Al @Bl Ao 408 sy el 2|

T FILE A ARIAE qDailr & SRSy AReCE wlor faarg vices Afes b1 W | G a6l s e Keawhn sia e A
¢fe o3 Tainlioe TRE o fraval ot S Ameie AW RS SR 7

ST FBTAS G 7 BB W G SR Se Sy MG 2 A o5rd RGN AT SATA (11 S0 TS i 5o vy i wm S
AN oD, Q< T oHare iy AR

FRAT ¢ At 99 oy ey Feibre et ez (3 SfE wig o 9 wame ) siehe Meslemars @1 Opuntia dillenii Haw. $7%7
Cactaceae <aTag @41 + % N7 Syetyey F1xe 3 ZT AMeieeil, gslast | AR (7 S0Hj (2w G651 A 1ol 7% wiken] 05z, ©fF o1 2 UIACH T4 1S THoRaadl
ST TreTEET bi1T5 T SelA g 4T FRR, T AT T T (AL, ST CTIRE AT 97 TR 4Tl QTE et AATAAL bl AW YOS
P ATH WD SSET <l THT

TEglR T wyre FAGE W — (W T SRIAe ARie qeR A sem A

a5 92l oy e Sfgw, (offo (A1F WA | 2wl 25 (20, FHiE FrTRS | AT Wt e wAfafde Suu wiee vge, 2w (e e
ol wAs (undulate), Y9 9] AF W, BrE! AAG TRE FoFEH <@ 99t T | FEeE T Al T
Sz, afbeiel, R GFp WA, TT SEHFL FHR QAN US| ST A3 AAD (ST T ATT, TG (47

Ty @z Wiy pﬁqm% WA &2 W:;f’«’z
TR 2 e WS | 7 A
ISR ] G CBIh 6 e TS ERIG RG] '3@?5%§| .

afbe cramen (ore wq TE | Al BRAD RSN e T 75 1 e B, sfeal, mepersiEn, 3o, 2iasie e, S

FEgE, Wi e ArgT @ 95 TeET A
STz o B 4 SRR SRTT gaad @l 2| e el PR i FEmen gage s g R ¢ £ fmnmE Lo

T T s <2 S R s W
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*f5 ‘wﬁ"zwm A Aara wEwE @ AArET — I 9% <5 £ g SNrHd SENET WAL GEdE 5% (racg | 92 +A0 wEl wE ) wp
e @ Thw u REEere W Curcuma zedoaria Rosc.

STe% ATET (ola Zingiberaceae | ZIAE w13« @ AICA | BiER i (afErs wmn) $gwba fran w51 9 @3 seEa s Tty S, a
5 adedial wira sifTe AReaw apled, (Sealis T T a0ed | silelela R siaquye, Rdins wEmEiE (oblong-lanceolate), P HiEagE, e
T 79 W L EEE . AWRIT US| A wi uga (spike) Wy | Mg, YT, AEG WSS | T [TEghe sy, T ShgeaE)
T WP (ATEF (L6 W oy GE (WG 9d w57 offes Tl e (dldl q9eiine aimbie apa ol T
raiv B (STAA (X (I oile® el % Tigalbae HI (enmad WNE | 9 Al Ty bieeld, IRELE, S, Freraresits, B e,

V
S

L0
saite 5T3aleedsp s, <fie far, U, vz, Aaa «24i7, fad S 28 @are 3R fasiicba e Ais e AT TR 91 | Al (aw
aifly EE Abal Predl T, A YA (TACT D[TH A | A FeWR a3 amieers et g At <57 o demen 73 A teRree »57 AR
TTE | CETIG YAAR A7 YS! WA, A NG Gage T AT w6l ARl ame oe (Rl (RS (el A9 & T g frams e weg age

<o g e aeys o, Werr wnga gl Zrmae S a9y w1 e ra e g frli o sy e erfamive 9gs 21 Crel S
ferzsiy <r?i Rl
B ’iw CACEORS TR ARG (AIE SRR A FfEE T Sl 2ICo WIGeTd Gerl STA Qb | SNAlS & BABIS (A weieit 9d A

7% BT i3, fee Mg Bieile <fat 3 BlollollE e e alnell o1 AREd v SEAl (gl SRR WIS AT A | eff eher iR Ffawl syt S
(ATE (9 FZ Al Bie 4y ) Al el 2
bleil & wowil sirma [EnaAE Wi Michelia champaca Linn. sitzlo Magnoliaceae (i7ad s34 | (R@ifee amad sjefars« M;'chelia =G QU
SleATEI fi.a. WEATET A (e WRe ATIRGASE champaca *@ih AL 5o *e (A <1y | @b @3l TEEE oy | el e a3 s @l
f»cr v gmea, Wz e e, AR A, fofe PRl | e SinEe, ARCel Oaile, s«tat Am, 40T 2 ol Q@ W sen anes o, Alield
2

z‘a—?.wrr T4 (oblanceolate), FA, #jtad wisifars, &g wue wigfeq | wer-vvwe WA, »It sré77 MiveTena Aiere, 98 e, @i a0 o @
‘VTF?& F| AIGTTE WG WA LGS WIFEAE WA Ay el (Rl € e 2SAR T T | Bl (AT Taw e e WBiew 2|

I tieyd gTT T (1 9% STEbae (eTEed MmN | G4 SIS A LA WUN ¢ Fi FAnTE IeTs € | TS A G, e, wigioal Hcle
]'?zf*‘e] A AT wrE A G R ARTE wHl i WAL T, Sferfre RIS feeTm T@sa g WEEE A el

3
Teid BIE SRR TEATH A4S T uigle Sk ¢ (O] FRING S W g @ e AR sesfe (il 2ge 2
Eﬁi«t, L A GrEmaad, AR Aty Qg 211 EeeiEl e 3 e, g, W4l JRE a1, 75 4@ e e WA
A1 oA G WA Wgell, SeEEE @ i are i Tme a1 TE ¢ v A ¢ wEa e A
< gl r.?fcf“zf T & AL TG GATE Jfa S | S BT S FA DGH T TA (N o FORF FAE JeA & A T AR

A @ e Al TS TIeY FENE WARE T4 39
a EoenT

TR Alore bl <1 5l 9o IS | SRR 2 (IR ARET HOASUE AT OR 5ol STE, Al 5l b (neem At o 44
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wger BT S SRR viies <Sam HAefine | arm biim S Wi Blompa Galbid sileld wmEa 6T (8 wg A5 AT (A wiaied Hiie

TRy L<RD ../c?]L €|
o
] i

TUE ¢ TAE SIE (D A ANECE AT did Gren w@y ey oA F Adma @ V.ﬂ.ﬂ €7 UGG KD BTeE W (% IG5 H’['I'V Z1EAE
AFSA <F]'f’_*,”;:‘ (A7a ?WT;EF’TfﬁmT TG TWTZ?J’ ST — AIFald ﬁp(q 1L IS P [ ) s R [ B H A B L qefey fercg & S 03| B

7% 79 ATHAT CATAEA AR, ST G2 WL HNCE | AT HHAD Sz ol oA e Ham AR e’ S SRAl 24 (A <G

AN (AATS o IR ArAe, (R eum SETE 20D | GTTAT TR ARG SNMiTwa 993 BF 20E 3Am (4 A3 Bfzasels v
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REPRINT |

€xtracts from the Proceedings of the
Hindu College Committee relating to the dismissal

of Henry Llouis Vivian Derozio
Culled by — Prof. Susobhan Chandra Sarkar

Saturday, Aprit 23, 1831

Present :

Baboo Chundro Coomar Tagore — Governor
H. H. Wilson — Vice Presdt.

Baboo Radhamadub Banerjee

Baboo Radha Canto Deb

Baboo Ram Comui Sen

Da Hare Esqr.

Baboo Russomoy Dutt

Baboo Prasonno Coomar Tagore

Baboo Sri Kishen Sinh

Luckynarayan Mookerjeea — Secretary

Read the following Memorandum on the occasion of calling the Present Meeting. _ N

The object of convening this meeting is the necessity of checking the growing evil and the Public alarm arising from the very u_nwafrqnted
arrangement and misconduct of a certain Teacher in whom great many children have been interested who it appears has materially m;urgd
their Morals and introduced some strange system the tendency of which is destruction to their moral character and to the peace in
Society.

The affair is well-known to almost everyone and need not require to be stated.” '

In conseguence of his misunderstanding no less than 25 Pupils of respectable families have been withdrawn from the College. There

are no less than 160 boys absent some of whom are supposed to be sick but many have purposed to remove unless proper remedies

are adopted ...

Memoranda of the proposed rules and arrangements. . o
1. Mr. Derozio being the root of all evils and cause of Public alarm, shouid be discharged from the College, and all communications

between him and the Pupils be cut off.
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10.
11.
12.
13.
14.
15.

16.
17.

18.
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Such of the Students of the higher Class whose bad habits and practices are known and who were at the dining party shoul

be removed.
All those Students who are publicly hostile to Hindooism and the established custom of the Country and who have proved themselves

as such by their conduct, should be turned out.
The age of admission and the time of the College Study to be fixed 10 to 12 and 18 to 20 (sic).
Corporal punishment to be introduced when admonition fails for ail crimes committed by the boys. This should be left at the discretion

of the head Teacher.

Boys should not be admitted indiscriminately without previous enquiry regarding their character.
Whenever Europeans are procurable a preference shall be given to them in future their character and religion being ascertained

before admission.

(sic) Boys are not allowed to remain in the College after school hours.

If any of the boys go to see or attend private lectures or meetings, to be dismissed.

Books to read and time for each study to be fixed.

Such books as may injure the morals should not be allowed to be brought, taught or read in the College.

More time for studying Persian and Bengaily shouin = allowed to the boys.

The Sanskrit should be studied by the Senior Classes.

Monthly Stipends be granted only to those whe have good character, respectable Proficiency and whose further stay in the College
be considered beneficial. '
The student wishing to get allowance must have respectable proficiency in Sanskrit and Arabic.

The boys transferred from the School Society’'s Establishment to be admitted in the usual way and not as hitherto and their posting
class to be left to the head Teacher.

The practice of teaching boys in a doorshut room should be discontinued.

With reference to the 1 article of the above the following proposition was submitted to the meeting and pout to the Vote.
“Whether the managers had any just grounds to conclude that the moral and religious tenets of Mr. Derozio as far as ascertainable

from the effects they have produced upon his Scholars are such as to render Aim an improper person to be intrusted with the education
of youth.

Baboo Chandra Coomar stated that he knew nothing of the ill effects of Mr. Derozio’s instructions except from report.
Mr. Wilson stated that he had never observed any ill effects from them and that he considersc Mr. Derozio 1o be a teacher of

superior ability.

Baboo Radha Canto Deb stated that he considered Mr. Derozio very improper person to be intrusted with the education of youth.
Baboo Russomoy Dutt stated that he knew nothing to Mr. Derozio’s prejudice except from report.

Baboo Prosonno Coomar Tagore acquitted Mr. Derozio of all blame for want of proof to his cisadvantage

Baboo Radha Madub Banerjea believed him to be an improper person from the report he heard.

Baboo Ram Comul Sen concurred with Baboo Radha Canto Deb in considering him a very improper person as the teache. of youth.
Baboo Sri Kishen Sinh was firmly convinced that he was from being an improper person and Mr. Hare was of opinion that Mr.

Derozio was a highly competent teacher and that his instructions have always teen most beneficial.

The majority of the managers being unable from their own knowledge to pronounce upon Mr. Derozio's disqualifications as a teacher
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the Committee proceeded to the consideration of the negative guestion.

Whether it was expedient in the present state of public feeling amongst the Hindoo community of Calcutta to dismiss Mr. Derozio
from the College.

Baboos Chandra Coomar Tagore, Rudha Canto Deb, Ram Comu! Sen, and Radha Madub Banerjea voted that it was necessary.

Baboos Russomoy Dutt and Prasana Coomar Tagore that is was expedient and Baboo Sri Kishen Sinh that it was unnecessary.

Mr. Wilsaon and Mr. Hare decined voting on a subject affecting the state of native feeling alone. Resolved that the measure of Mr.
Derozio's dismissal be carried into effect with due consideration to his merits and services.

[Ed. Rules 5, 6, 11, 12, 19 were adopted. Rules 7, 9, 13 were adopted with modifications. Rules 2 and 15 were supposedly aiready
in force.]

—No. 30. Letter from Mr. Derozio communicating his resignation and commenting on the Resolution of the Committee passed at the
Special Meeting to dismiss him without examining the circumstances thereof and affording him time to vindicate his character from those
accusations which have been fixed upon it. — 25 April.

No. 31 Letter from Ditto furnishing replies to the Queries put on him by the Vice-President as to have inculcated the following lessons.

Firstly Denying the existence of God. Secondly Disrespect to Parents, & thirdly marriage with sisters. — 26 April.

[Ed Socrates was tried and sentenced to death jor “Corrupting the youth”]
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"Gems in bezels” — sonnets of Juvenis

Chaitali Maitra
Department of English

The Eurasian poet Henry Louis Vivian Derozio was a most promising young talent in the third decade of the nineteenth century.
In the rife times of the Raj, when the Christian missionary goals were definite and defined, when Hinduism was understood more evidently
in terms of orthodoxies and less so in terms of enlightenment, Derozio was a man in his own orbit, trying to induce free-thinking which
could uphold the concept of spiritual illumination. As a teacher of the Hindoo College (Presidency College), he had ample means to
cultivate his thoughts among the students. Although in his salad days, the endeavour to uplift the moral consciousness, without siding
with any particular religion did not go without opposition and this resulted in his forced resignation from the college in 1831. His prolific
literary output was only the result of his effort, after a very busy schedule which included editing and sub editing magazines like “India
Gazette,” Calcutta Gazette”, “The Bengal Annual” and “The Kaleidoscope”, apart from managing the first debating society cailed Academic
Association, established in 1831,

Among his different types of poems, the sonnets (mostly published in “The Fakeer of Jungheera”) can be grouped as the most
succinct expression of his intense imagination. Sonneteering was a pronounced, contemporary practice of Bengal Renaissance and the
scope of these poems allowed the poets to be forceful and terse. The sonnets of Derozio have definite diversity in themes. Some are
deeply patriotic, some have been written with a particular person in mind; the more thoughtful ones are subjective, trying to deal with
the themes of pain and death. “The harp of India”and “My native land” are charged with the patriotic fervour : the sonnet to Henry
Meredith Parker, and the one on the Philosophy of Bacon, show his deep veneration and reverence for these meteoric personalities
while about six of these poems are on death. Although Derozio is accepted in the arena of the lesser Romantics, his attitude to death,
tempered by intense suffering, is able to rise above the mere mundane. Frequent classical ailusions show the influence of Drummond,
under whose aegis Derozio received his education from the age of six, in 1815. David Drummond was a Scotsman, who used to run
the famous schoof Drummond's Academy in “Dhuramtalla’. The poet’s introspective mind developed further as a lonely child; he lost
his mother in the same year. Insult and injury sometimes found expression in ‘his sonnets :

"Misery on misery — | soon shall be / Like Atlas with a world upon my back / My heart’s almost worn out” or a painful accent
like :

“Where are thy waters Lethe? | would steep/My past existence in their source ......

Death is welcomed, obviously as an agent who can release him from the sufferings of the world and promise a better life :

Death! My best friend if thou dost open the door / The gloomy entrance to a sunnier world / It boots not when my being’s scene
is furled/So thou canst aught like vanished bliss restore.”

The influence of philosophers like Hume, Bentham and Paine was immense in the young poet's mind. The concept of enlightened
selt-interest, extension of individual liberty and equalization of political systems became his keynotes too; in his essay on the colonization
of India by Europeans, he writes;

“Upon the whole then, we must draw the inference that colonization would not be beneficial, unless the British Legislature interferes
and materielly alters the present system of Indian policy, by admitting natives and |ndo-Britons to a participation of priviledges; ..
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The basis of good government is as Jeremy Bentham observes, “the greatest good of the greatest number” ...... (The Kaleidoscope,
September, 1829}

He was an extremely popular teacher and in his ‘Conclusion of my address to my students before the Grand Vacation' in 1829,
he said,

‘As your knowledge increases, your moral principles will be fortified; and rectitudes of conduct will ensure happiness. My advice
to you is that you go forth into the world strong in wisdom and in worth; scatter the seeds of love among mankind, seek the peace
of your fellow creatures, for in their peace you will have peace yourselves’ (Thoughts on various subjects; Calcutta Literary Gazette
Januray 3rd, 1835).

His confidence and fearlessness had disastrous consequences and he was charged by the vice-president of Hindoo College, Mr.
H. H. Wilscn as to the clamour raised for his inclinations. To his question, ‘Do you believe in God?’" Derozio's answer was open and
straight; the same attitude to independence is seen in his sonnet ‘On the philosophy of Bacon'. Derozio wrote to Wilson :

‘Setting aside the narrowness of mind with which such a course might have been evinced, it would have been injurious to the
mental energies and acquirements ...... | can indicate my procedure by quoting no less orthodox authority than Bacon;' If a man will
begin with certainties, he shall end in doubt.! (Correspondences, April 26th, 1831)

He corroborates the same in the sonnet on Bacon :

‘Man must remain/Shut from the light of Truth nor shall he see

That sacred path (where mortal cannot err/In gaining her bright temple) till he be Great Nature’s servant and interpreter.

Derozio’'s translation of Maupertuis also shows his preoccupation with pleasure and pain as part of human existence. Statements
like :

‘Misery is the sum of good that remains after deducting the good.’

‘Happiness is the sum of good that remains after deducting evil’

‘In ordinary life the sum of evil exceeds that of good.’

find a more pointed expression in the sonnets :

*Human ill/ls with our nature linked eternally/Man and misfortune are twin-born — 1 feel

This to be true, at least ‘twas so with me.”

Entwined with this idea. are the moon sonnets, which evoke a sense of dreamy, soft landscape reminiscent of “Bright Star” of
Keats. ‘The pale. light', ‘the melancholy brow’, ‘the ceaseless gazing on the thousand showers / Of ill that inundate this world of ours’
— makes the moon the ‘melancholy queen’ on whose cheek ‘the red rose has sickened’. Finally, the moon is compared to a ‘grief-

striuck maiden’,
‘who has heard revealed/To all the world that which she wished concealed—

Her trusting Love's and hapless Frailty's tale’. ' o .
The poet, teacher and journalist Derozio took the pseudonym Juvenis which pertains to youth and its similar attributes. He has

also been compared to the stormy petrel — the smallest, web-footed bird who hardly touches the land except for Iayiqg eqgs. Derozio_'s
life was too short for his promising voyage through the troubled, colonized and orthodox India. The clarity and enlightenment of th
mind is clearly in evidence in spite of his premature death. Remembering the lines on the grave stone of this prodigy would be a fitting
close '
“We look around/But vainly look for those who formed a par/Of us as we of them and when we wore/Like gems in bezels, in

the heart's deep core”
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“Think’st thou she dreams of love, and for whom?

The parted dead whose home should be the tomb?’
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“Although | once lived nearly three years in the vicinity of Jungheera, | had but one opportunity of seeing that beautiful and truly
romantic spot.”
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Good Night! — Well then, good night to thee,
in peace thine eyelids close;
May dreams of future happiness
Hiume thy soft repose!
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I've that within which knows no rest,
Sleep comes to me in vain;

My dreams are dark — | never more
Shall pass good night again.
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‘On monday the 20th instant the school of this Institution was opened at 10 O'cleck. Before 11 all the scholars were assembled
to the number of 20, which is more than expected. They were dismissed at past ..”
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“The plan for Hindoo college is, we understand, in considerable progress ..... In the primary schacol the pupil is to be instructed
according to the Lancasterian plan in reading and writing English, and in copying” . o ,
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Goldsmith's History of Greece, Rome and England.

Russeif's Modern Europe.

Robertson’s Charles the Fifth.

Gray's Fables.

Pope’s Homers lliad and Odyssey.

Dryden’s Virgil.

Milton’s Paradise Lost.

Shakespeare, One of the Yragedis. N i B . L )
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“The general tone of the discussions was a decided revolt against religious institutions. ... The young lions of the Academy roared
out, week after week, ‘Down with Hindusim! Down with orthodoxy.”**
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.. That he did not view Christianity as communicaticn from the divenity to fallen man is well known; but it is perhaps impossible
to say in what manner he came to fall into such an opinion.”*
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“There, all in silence, let him sleep his sleep,

No dream shall flit into slumber deep—

No wandering mortal thither once shall wend,

There, nothing o’er him but heavens shall weep,

There, never pilgrim at his shrine shall bend
But holy stars alone their mighty vigils keep!
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“All those students who are publicly hostile to Hindooism and the established custom of the country and who have proved themselves
as such by their conduct, should be turned out.”
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Derozio — The first voice against conservatism
Shriya Bandyapadhyay
Department of History, Third Year

Whenever a scciety stands at the crossroads of change it faces many commotions. Impetus of change may come from outside
or from within. This commotion takes the form of confrontation between the forces of change and those of stability. This confrontation
hetween forces finds expression differently in different societies. This conflict was present in the French revolution, the civil war of England
or in the Russian Revolution. These are somewhat of extreme category. In the 19th century Bengal the process was more or less peaceful
but the fundamental point remains — commotion and confrontation between two mutually contradictory currents. in this essay we would
try to place Derozio as a force confornting with the orthodox force represented by Radhakanta Deb, Ram Kamal Sen etc. We would
note how the platform was initially prepared for change by the spread of western education and then how in this juncture Derozio and
his students appear in the scenario. They brought a new philosophy of life which perturbed the orthodox and religious conservatives.
Here we must keep in mind that Radhakanta Deb representing the orthodox authority of Hindoo College was also a pioneer in the spread
of female education. His role was also fascinating in bringing change in social sphere. But he was basically a religious conservative,
always trying to secure Hindoo college from radical ideas. So after one point of time he stood against Derozio. As a result of this
conflict Derozio’'s career as a teacher came 10 an end. Actually things were already in motion, changes were in the air, radicalism was
the language of the youthful Derozians. In this situation Derozio acted as the most explosive single catalyst.

We know that Hindoo college was primarily established for the education of the boys from rich Hindu Merchant class, in due course
which gradually transformed into the most radical and top grade institution. We shall Jook back to its foundation.

When it was found that in the Charter Act Rs 1 Lakh was given for the purpose of the education of the indigenous masses there
was a debate among the anglicists and the orientalists over the type of education on which the money would be spent. Raja Rammohan
Roy, David Hare, Radhakanta Deb all were supporters of western education. Raja Rammohan even wrote a letter to Lord Bentinck in
favour of it. In this context was established the Hindoo College in 1817. So the balance ultimately fitted in favour of western education.
Already Christian missionaries {for eg. Hare) started opening schools in different parts of Bengal. The british intention was to create
a new class of western educated people through whom western education would infiltrate in Bengal, then other parts of the country.
As a result the indigenous society would benefit from superior education, superior moral and ethical ideas. For utiltarians it was the
greatest good for the greatest number of people. Obviously the greatest good was British rule and greatest number of people meant
the Indian native population. We may realize the desperate need of the imperiaiists to establish the legitimacy of their rule. The British
were now trying to create a class of collaborators. It had other necessities too. The British policy was to recruit Indians in petty administrtive
iobs in great number. as they would be offered inferior payments than their white counterparts. The policy becomes clear when we see
that the important administraive posts were always occupied by the Englishmen. Gauri Visvanathan said truly that “colonial .education
Systern deployed English literary studies in its curriculae as an instrument for ensuring industriousness, eifficiency, trustworthiness and
compiiance in native subjects” So English education, introduced initially to inculcate, a spirit of loyalty, gradually exposed to Indians
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to quote A. R. Desai “the nationalist and democratic thoughts of the Modern West” Their new ideas constituted a new ideological package
which Dipesh Chakravarti has called “political modernity”, consisting of such concepts as citizenship, the state, human rights, equality
before the law etc. This English education also generated some questions about imperialism.

However, the first successful attempt to institutionalize English education got momentum with the establishment of Hindoo College
in 1817. The first meeting was attended by Harimohan Tagore, Gopimohan Deb, Ramtanu Mullick, Abhay Charan Banerjee, Ramdulal
Dey, Ramratan Mullick, Kalishankar Ghoshal, Gopimohan Tagore. in the second session it is interesting to note that five sanskrit pandits
ChaturbhujVidyabhushan, Taraprasad Nyaybhushan, Subrahmanya Sastri, Mrityunjay Vidyalankar, RaghumaniVidyabhushan were new additions
along with Wilson and Dr. Wallis, This was a very crucial session in which the primary aim for the foundation of Hindoo college —
“National education of the Hindu children” was expressed. It was stressed “The Primary object of this institution be the tution of the
sons of respectable Hindoos in the English and Indian languages; and in the literature and science of Europe.” We may note the phrase
“sons of respectable Hindoos” So, from the very beginning, Hindoo college carried with it elitism in the true sense of the term. The
college gate was closed for lower caste Hindoos and obviously for Musalmans and Christians etc. So on 20th January 1817 the long
legendary journey of Hindoo collvege began with twenty students in the house of Gorachand Basak, at Chitpore. In 1819 David Hare
was appointed as the Visitor of the college. Within 1824 (by the time once again the college was transferred to the house of Firingi
Kamal Basu in Chitpore road in 1819) the increasing number of students demanded more teachers and non-teaching staff. in 1824 the
governors sought government help for the college. We find the second letter of the governors saying “It is scarcely to be apprehended
that any question would arise in which the opinion of the native and European Managers would be exactly balanced but should such
an event occur we hope it will not be thought unreasonable in us to propose that a negative voice may be allowed to the native managers
that is to say that any measure to which the natives express an unanimous objection shall not be carried into effect” It was also
said that “we beg further to observe that in thus expressing our readiness to play the Vidyalaya under the joint mangement of the
natives and Europeans we do so in the full confidence that not only an informed course of study but the satisfaction of the native
subscribers and managers of the Hindu community will be equality the object of both and we entertain no doubt therefore that in all
modification of the rules of the college it will never be forgotten that it is a Hindu institution for the purpose of cultivating especially
English literature and science alone, that the admission of persons likely to injure that respectability and consequently to contract the
utility of the college will always be strictly prohibited and that works directed against the character and principle of our countrymen will
be also excluded.” (G.C.P.I Unpublished records Vol. 8. P. 96; 98). This letter was signed by Chandrakumar Tagore, Ramkamal Sen, Gopimohan
Deb, Rajkrishna Sinha, Radhakanta Deb, Rosmoy Dutta, Guruprasad Basu, Ladlimohan Tagore, Radhamadhav Banerjee, Kamalakanta Das.
We may realise the strong conservative elements dominating each and every sphere of the college, namely — the course of study,
the admission of students, also the sentiment of Hindu society in the modification of college matters etc. This letter is of immense
importance in realizing the nature of the college authority. Consquently, the Government accepted all the terms and conditions presented
by the managers of the coliege and took the financial responsibility of the college. Government sent Horace Wilson as the Visitor of
the college along with another government representative in the managing committee.

The new Visitor of college Wilson had to play a crucial role in the evolution of Hindoo college. He planned an exclusive syllabus
and realised that to materialize it an efficient teacher was necessary. On 1st May 1826, seventeen year old Derozio was appointed
as a teacher of Hindoo college. Wilson realised the shortcomings of the institution. He said — *as long as Enfield's speaker and Blairs
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Exercises are the only books read by the upper classes, however valuable such books may be accessory and introductory to our literature
it cannot be admitted that they convey accurate notions of its worth.” According to him — “upper classes should lay aside Miscellenies
and enter boldly upon our best writers in prose and verse.” Now, he said — “The general result of the operations of the Hindu college
is to give students a considerable command of the English language, to extend their knowledge in History, Geography and to open
to them a view of the objects and means of science” Gradually he changed the syilabus and obviously in this matter received the
help of Henry Louis Vivian Derozio.

The new syllabus of 1830, includes Mental philosophy, History, Mathematics, Natural philosophy, Geography, Shakespeare, Milton,
Pape, Dryden, Johnson, Goldsmith, translated Homer in the sphere of literature — Bacon, Locke, Stuart, Reed etc in philosophy and
in science three sections of Newton, Optics, Mechanics of Porter, Differential and Integral Calculus of Hall was included. The history
syllabus then consisted of Gibbon, Hume, Robertson, while in Economics Adam Smith’s Wealth of Nations was incorporated. Logic included
Mills Whitely; perhaps the days of glory for Hindoo college got its momentum. Many leading newspapers criticized that Hindoo college
had totally rejected religious teaching.

Now | will concentrate on Derozio’s conflict with the orthodox authority of Hindoo college, which is my focal point of discussion.
Derozio's teaching was really an eye opener for the young students of Hindoo college. New Western education gave birth to several
questions in their minds against the existing society, superstitious practices, the nature of imperial government, religious conservatism
and other evils of society. These quests found their expressions for the first time in the Academic Association, a debating club, established
in 1828, by Derozio and his students. In its first session topics like — freewill and fate, virtue and vice, patriotism, argument for and
against the existence of God, the shames of idolatry and priestcraft were discussed.

Hindoo college boys now started a magazine — “Parthenon” on 15th February 1830 which discussed matters like — women’s education.
colonization, necessity of cheap justice and the curse of supersition. Derozio himself at this time delivered a course of lectures on
metaphysics in his school which attracted a few hundred audience, inspired by the philosophy of Bacon, Locke, Hume, Smith, Paine
and Bentham. Criticizing the “Parthenon”, ‘India Gazzette’ said — “this Magazine is Hindu by birth yet English by education”. In this
context radical sentiments were emerging among the students. In ‘india Gazettee’ a Hindu college student sharply attacked the colonization
process of the British. On 10th December 1830 two hundred persons celebrated July revoiution in the Town Hall. On the eve of Christmas
a tricolour flag of French Revolution was seen on the Monument. The suspects were obviously the Derozians.

Conservative society felt agitated for they suspected that Hindu religion was in danger. Sensational news were published in the leding
newspapers about the activity of the Derozians. Humor spread that students when required to chant mantras they would recite from
the lliad. One student instead of bowing down to the idol of Kali, greeted with a ‘good morning madame’. Samvad Prabhakar and Samachar
Chandrika raised a hue and cry against the students who imitated the ‘Vagabond Firingis’. Now the managing committee of Hindoo Coliege
began to take repulsive measures. The first clash of Derozio with the managing committee of Hindoo college occured when Derozio
wrote a poem expressing his deep pleasure, on the eve of abolition of Sati. He wrote — “Hark! heard ye not? the widow's wall is
O'er. A rising spirit speaking peace to man”. (India Gazette, Quoted in John Bull, 14 December, 1829)

We can recall Hindoo college managing committee were hardcore religious conservatives, naturally a clash with Derozio in very

near future became inevitable. n
The first attack came upon “Parthenon’”. lts publication was forbidden and all copies were destroyed. Most probably “Parthenon” stood
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strong against the interest of conservatives along with the imperial and colonial poficies of the Raj. During the time Radhakanta Deb
wrote to the Visitor of the college, Wilson — “They (students) are guilty of fornication and sadomy to the utter disgrace of the institution.”
Harsh measures were taken against — ‘Academic Association’. Now it was not allowed to convene its sessions within the premises
of Hindoo college. During this time Scottish Missionary Alexander Duff came to Calcutta. His lectures attracted a large number of students,
The college authority was alarmed. It imposed a new decree by which it was declared that any student who would attend political, refigious
discussion in different societies would be severely punished. In the opposition to this black decree, two letters were published in ‘India
Gazette' Some say the writer of which was Derozio himself. However ‘Calcutta Monthly Journal’ said it was the political discussions
which offended the college authority.

The opposition of Derozio was active throughout the time. Even before the newspaper campaign started the managing committee
of the college tried to create a quarrel between Derozio and the Head master D’Anselme. Rumcurs were heard that Dakshinaranjan one
of the Derozians was going to marry Amilia, Derozio’s sister. This news had a strong reaction obviously among the conservatives. The
Presidency College still preserves a volume of manuscript record, says Prof. Sushobhon Chandra Sarkar, which contains the proceedings
of the meeting of the directors of Hindoo college on 23rd Aprit 1831. It was said — “Mr. Derozio, being the root of all evils and the
cause of public alarm, should be discharged from the college.” It was declared that Derozio’s ‘Misconduct’ was responsible for the withdrawal
of students from the coliege. These written allegations were made by Ramkamal Sen and Radhakanta Deb. They also brought nineteen
counts of charges against Derozio. Not that all the members of the managing committee were unanimous over the ailegations. The governor
of the college Chandrakumar Tagore said, before this report he had not heard anything negative about Derizio’s teaching method and
conduct. To Wilson, Derozio was a teacher of a superior quality. Rosmoy Dutta whose two sons were students of this college expressed
his ignorance on any ‘Misconduct’ on Derozio’s part. Lawyer Prasannakumar Tagore pointed out the allegations were not sufficient proof
against Derozio. Sri Krishna Sinha dismissed the allegations saying that those had no real basis. David Hare expressed his view thal
a teacher like Derozio was rare. So only three among nine members of the managing committee were against Derozic. Ramkamal Sen
and Radhakanta were desperate. Finding no other way to insult Derozio personally or as a leacher they tried 1o play the Hindu sentimental
card. They raised the question if was expedient in the contemporary state of public felling amongst the Hindu community of Calcutta
to continue Derozio in the college. Chandrakumar Tagore, Rosmoy Dutta were convinced by the arguments of Radhakanta and Ramkamal
especially after Radhakanta had shown the members the complaints of guardians, he brought with him.

We know that in any moral question of coliege the right to vote was only restricted to the natives. So now it was said — “Resolved
that the measure of Mr. Derozio's removal be carried into effect with due consideration for his merits and services” There were also
eighteen other proposals raised by Radhakanta and Ramkamal which points to their immense Hindu conservative attitude and effort to
make Hindoo college an institution guided by Hindu Orthodox sentiments. They were strongly opposed to the political activities of the
students. But this was dismissed by the opposition of other members. Some surprising, at the same time ridiculous, proposals were
there which had been rejected by the authority. For example — the doors should not be closed during the time of teaching etc.

Derozio in due course was informed about the discussions of the meeting. He sent his resignation on the 25th Aprii, along with
a personal letter to Wilson.

In every society there are some orthodox elements who try to crush any new development good or bad. Especially Hindoo College
from its very beginning was elitist and conservative in its nature. Orthodox elements were dominant in the authority also. They always
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practised stringent control over the admission, syllabus, method of teaching of the college. In this context Derozio brought with him
new ideas. His immense influence on the students opened their eyes. In the excellent language of Dr. Suresh Chandra Maitra—
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aTe SRT WA e T

Their eyes were now filled with new dreams, new ideas. So the very basic aim for the establisnment of the College was going
to be unsuccessful. The hatred of orthodox Hindus against Deriozio was represented in the drama 'Persecuted.” From the very beginning
the confrontation of the college authority with Derozio was inevitable. Here the representatives of the authority of college were Ramkamal
and Radhakanta.

From the personal letters of Wilson and Derozio we come to know that the main three allegations against Derozio were — (1) Whether
he asked his students to be atheist. (2) Whether he asked his students to disobey their parents, (3) Whether he preached in favour
of marriage between brothers and sisters. Derozio’s answer was that he had not preached his own ideas. What he taught was to question,
to challenge every thing with free thinking. He not only taught the Philosophy of atheist Hume but at the same time also taught the
ideas of theist Reed. The second allegation was baseless and the third he denied with immense hatred.

It is doubtfull to what extent Derozio’s termination served the interest of the orthodox elements. The students of Hindoo college
had already received the iaste of modern, fiberal thought. The imprint they left on society was poweriul. Several associations were established
by the Derozians. Thus the first wave Derozio brought in the intellectual sphere, continued after his sack and death. Through different
associations, thought of Derozio spread widely, which continues to influence us till today. From that time on Hindoo college never looked
back torwards orthodoxy. The 175 year old history of the fegendary institution tells this. Here lies the success of Derozio. He was the
person who was the real founder of the modern Presidency College.

1. A. R. Desai — ‘Social Background of Indian Nationalism.

2. g 97 — ofens) fod XEF [AFGIE AR ]

3. Susobhan Chandra Sarkar — ‘Derozio And Young Bengal’

4. T Y BE FE — TEE @l s /e )
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The Fire Sermon

Jhelum Roy
Department of English, U.G. First Year

March 1828 : a small candle was lit at heart of the Hindoo College, as a young man of Seventeen entered, with dreams in his
eyes, energy in his heart and firmness in his mind. He was assigned to teach a bunch of equally eager, dreamy-eyed students the
intricacies of literature and European history. It was then the journey began ... the spell named 'DERQZ!IO’ was unleashed ...

No one in the Hindoo College had ever taught with such zeal and enthusiam. Thus the fire called ‘Henry Louis Vivian Derozio' soon
caught the young minds. His mode of teaching was as unconventional as were his ideas. His briliant lectures presented closely related
arguments based on his wide reading, giving his teaching a critical outlook. His students learned to reason out everything and denounced
everything that cannot be reasoned. He took great pleasure in his interactions with students, writing about them :

"Expanding like the petals of young flowers

{ watch the gentle opening of your minds ...

But this was not all. The candle that was lit, now wanted to break open the confinement of the classroom and spread far and
wide. Derozio's radicalism thus, caught on the young minds like wild fire which gave shape to a band of radical thinkers, known as
‘DERQZIANS’. The derozians established a literary and debating club of their own known as the Academic Association, which provided
a common meeting ground outside the restrictions of the classroom where young men under the guidance of Derozio could discuss
freely the various topics that absorbed their attention. Their motto was : ‘He who will not reason is a bigot, he who cannot reason
is a fool, and he who does not reason is a slave’ Derozio encouraged his students to read Thomas Paine’s Rights of Man and
other free-thinking texts and, infused in them the spirit of free expression, the yearning for knowledge and passion to live up to their
identity, while questioning irrational religious and cultural practices. In the Academic Association, he encouraged debates on subjects
like : free will, free ordination, fate, faith, the sacredness of truth, the high duty of cultivating virtue, and the meaness of vice, the
nobility of patriotism, the attributes of God, and the arguments for and against the existence of the deity as these have been set forth
in Hume on one side, and Reid, Dugald Stewart and Brosn on the other, the hollowness of idolatry and the shackees of priesthood.

As Haramohan Chatterjee states about the debates in the association :

“The principles and practices of Hindu refigion were openly ridiculed and condemmed, and angry disputes were held on moral subjects;
the sentiments of Hume had been widely diffused and warmly patronised.” “The accusation of being irreligious is not entirely correct
The Derozian aim was in truth” to summon Hinduism to the bar of reason.” When Derozio was dismissed he wrote back, “That / should
be called a sceptic and infide! is not surprising, as these names are always given to persons who think for themselves in religion ..."

Derozio died in 1831, however, the Academic Association was kept alive till about 1839 with David Hare accepting the presidentship
after Derozio.

The DEROZIANS, inspired by their fire-brand teacher formed the YOUNG BENGAL — a movement that like a mighty storm tried
to sweep away everything before it. It was a storm that lashed society with violence causing some good, and perhaps quite expectedly,
some discomfort and distress. The movement was the morning star of what later came to be known as the BENGAL RENAISSANCE
..... The flame, thus went higher and higher ...

but like always storms came upon to shake the flame, to blow it off. The orthodox Hindu families revolted accusing him of corrupting

»
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the young minds, demanding his expulsion and threatening to withdraw their children otherwise. The Hindu-dominated management committee
of the college, and the chairmanship of Radhakanta Deb, expelled him as a faculty member by a 6 : 1 vote, for having ‘materially
injured [the student's] Morals and introduced some strange system the tendency of which is destruction to their moral character and

to the peace in Society ... In consequence of his misunderstanding no less than 25 Pupils of respectable families have been withdrawn

from the College.”
His dismissal, however, did not curb the flame. He continued his interaction with his students, help them bring out several newspapers

... thereby, keeping the flame of derozians burning ....
The flame then spread nationwide manifesting itself into papers like The Enquirer and dnananvesan. He had opened the Hoodgates

of free thinking, which, now flooded the entire Bengal — bringing about a revolution — with derozians — Krishna Mohan Banerjee, Dakshinaranjan

Mukherjee and Rasik Krishna Mallick — in the lead. A movement, which, brought on a whirlwind of radical change in the thought process
people started questioning the orthodox rituals and customs, seeking for logic and refused to accept

of most educated Bengalis .....
anything without reason ... the seed sowed by Derozio has started to bloom ...
ravaging the illogical social norms, cleansing the nation of the vices of superstition ...... and

The fire thus raged on and on ...
the fire still burns on ........ when we at some point of time in our lives fan it by thinking freely, rationally, revolting against being a
stave to social rules .... when we too stand up for a cause — reason, fight, rebel — or rather in one word - turn DEROZIANS ... and
take forward the baton of this revolutionary, fire-brand gentieman named HENRY LOUIS VIVIAN DEROZIO — the fire that consumed

itself to give us light!
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What constitutes the [residencian todaﬁ...

Disclaimer: We agree with everything, and yet nothing, in the following survey. The following views are not ours, yet ours as well. We have
surveyed a mere 150 people, and employed exaggeration, vulgar generalization and non-sequitors of quite breathless effrontery. The resuits are nof

meant to offend, and if they do, PLEASE don't lynch us.
1. What is the focal point of a Presidencian’s iife?

Contrary to empiricai evidence, 72% of Presidencians claim that
“Porashuno” is the focal peint of their college life. 7% spend their time
dancing around trees, singing lovey-dovey songs, 16.25% have
something to do with the Revolution (whether they cheer it or jeer it).
The grand old man of the college, Pramod da, is the focal point of a
mere 4.75%. For his sake, one hopes that they are all women.

Prom odl : 4.75%
Porashuna | v 70%
Politics || § 16.25%
Prem |.
I//
‘ 0 40 60 80

Moving on to mushier waters...

Prem:

2. Should homosexuality be legalized?

mere 0.83% have moral scruples against it.

Strangely enough, we
start off with
homosexuality, and, in a
healthy indication, &
resounding 83% do not
find “queerness” queer.
Among the reactionaries
who do, 92% find it
contrary to our culture
(what culture?!), 7% are
not that tiberal yet, and a

3. Do you believe in the institution of marriage?

Yes - 70%
No -30%
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4 a) Would you consummate your relation before marriage?

[.
‘ Qefinitely
11%
! \\ Definitely
3 Not
Prabably 'ﬁ 22%
Not / \ '
oo
< —

Probably
21%

b) Would you live in with your partner before marriage?

Probabiy - 12.75%
Probabiy Not - 60.25%
Definitely — 6%
Definitely Not - 21%

Loaks fike we will have more bachelors and spinsters from the current
student bady, than 5 years ago (the last survey conducted). Yet in an
interesting paradox, fewer peaple are ready to engage in casual sex!!
In the same vein, the majority of the peaple are hesitant about living in
with their partners, or consummating their relationships before
marriage. They have the deepest sympathies of the editors of this
survey. And so do their partners.
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Would you ever agree to casual sex?

e
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5. Well it seems 3 years is not enough for a Presidencian to find
histher dream girl’lboy as 51% are hell-bent on not getting a
partner from college (they would prefer bharatmatrimony.com)
Come on now, there are still pretty ladies and handsome hunks
left in the college, as 40% do believe, and still keep faith in
getting a partner from Presi. The editors would like to declare
that they are available.

6. Places in college you would prefer to be with your partner:

Libracy T W63 G - i |
Denrocsio Hali
Cantean
fovers™ { ae

Quadrangle
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(this is not withstanding the fact that the quadrangle is one of the most
inconspicuous places in the campus)

7. 60% agree that the husband of a working woman should also clean
nappies, a greater number, 70%, believe in husband and wife sharing
equal responsibilities. (Did this 10% miss the fast question, or they
just plain hate nappies?)

As expected, the girls are more ready to give up their jobs to take care
of household respansibilities and support their spouse earning more,
than the boys do. Any feminists reading this?

Now lets move on to what it seems is the most popular topic,
Porashuno:

8. Where do you learn most in college?

1 Don't Learn
in College
4%

Classrooms

27%
Adda e
50% %
: ‘ Library
19%
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There goes the haloed tradition of legendary professors and house-
full tutorials, even though 48% are still inspired by it (see next
question). 28% of the population are closet inteflectuals, and choose
to “critically engage” with the Presidency of yore. (En??11)

9. How does the “haloed academic traditions of Presidency
College” affect you?

| critically

386
engage with it ] |38%

[ am not reaily
sure what it is

t am indifferent J
ot ]1.72%

| feel burdened

P

Inspires me |= ol 148%

R S

T T

0% 10% 20% 30% 40% 50% 60%

o

10. Why have you chosen the subject you are studying?

In & reassuring turn, 72% are still motivated by love for their subjecls.
although 16% are bogged down by family pressure. And Presidency
still provides refuge to the elite 2% who chose their subject at random.
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11. This magazine has a special section on Derozio, and Woo
Hoo!! Everyone does know who Derozio is. 87% of the
demographic think his greatest impact was Radicalism. 51%
(these are the same comedians dancing around trees and
singing lovey-dovey songs) argue for his romantic imagery being
his biggest contribution. The remaining 8% are strict rationalists,
and spend their lives being criticized by post modern scholars.

12. A healthy sign, as compared to 5 years ago, the number of
students who wish to continue their studies abroad has come down
considerably (onfy 9.6%), though Presidencians still continue to chose
other states over West Bengal when it comes to studying (52.4%).
The state government can take heart in the fact that the students
wishing to remain in West Bengal has also come up to 31%.

13. Favorite authors of the college

Well, well, where to begin! Presidency is the supposed intellectual hot
spot of Bengal, and ---
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Dan Brown and his conspiracy theories arc evidently the most
popuiar, as 86% seem to have read him! fts good to sce that the Bard
of Bengal holds his

Dan Brown 86%] sway over the sob-
Rabindranath Tagore 69%] staves of  Chetan
Salman Rushdie 61%| Bhagal Harry Potter is
Chetan Bhagat 589, working his magic. but
JKRowling 47.7%| % remains
Parashuram 39% marooned on Middle

) . Earth.  Sexists  are
Taslima Nasreen 22.7% keeping Taslima
Amitabh Ghosh 21%) Nasreen at bay, and
Premchand 12.5%] while  name-dropping
Edward Said 8.9%| may be a nom, less
Dostoevsky 7.5% than 9% have ‘{ead
Ayn Rand 4.7% Dostoevsky or Said. It

. o | tums out that
Tolkien 3.7% Presidencians are a
P G Wodehouse 2.2%)| humorless, morose ot:

just 2.2% read P G Wodehouse. (Can't you lot take a joke??)

14. Which is the most pointless subject in Presidency?

Economics - 0.08%
Philosophy ~ —20%
History - 1%
Physics - 0.92%
None - 67%

No Comments — 5%
The editors would like the readers to note that they befong to the last

category: NO COMMENTS!
(We are still trying to find out which of us came up with this guestion)
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This section needs no introduction:
Politics:

15. A much, much greater number of people (73%) are interested
in politics than 5 years before, and about half of them {51.66%)
believe that social commitment demands active political
participation.

Are you interested in politics?

16. However, mainstream political parties are still scoffed at by
large numbers (only 11% of those who want to enter active
politics want to join mainstream political parties), who prefer
activism or analysis instead...
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17. Do you think that the government can handle terror?

Yes
1% No

Down with

the \
Government! .

8§7%

S et

When faced with terror, the anarchist in most of us comes out, as 87%
like to cry: “Down with the government!”

With the Lok Sabha elections coming up, political analysts should take
note that only 1% of the Presidencians stand by the present
gavernment when it comes to handling terror.

Our final section is on the heart-throb of 4.75% of the students,
Pramodda:
18. 65% of the student body smoke, but most (52.5%) refuse {o grant

women the said dubious privilege. A streak of conservatism? An
instance of patriarchal dominance? Readers decide...
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21. Fundamentalists beware! 31% of Presidencians wouldn't allow
religious shrines in the coliege if they had their say.

22. Which are the favorite “adda-spots” in the college?

" Y,

Porucn Carteen  Quatrangle Unien Rosm  Baker Lab res
skes G 1

Lo o s e e

Again we find Presidencians don't like cramped, closed quarters...

Well, we have tried to present a picture, which may be a little
biased (because the editors mainly distributed the survey sheets
to their friends), but which does bring out how a Presidencian
L thinks today. One thing which we would have very much liked to

add here are the numerous colorful comments that some
students added to their survey sheets. But we are helpless... the
20. Almost half (49%) of those surveyed think that Pramodda’s government is doing nothing to bring down the price of paper.
fare is a “little” overpriced... We don’t mind gulping oily chicken And we fear the censorship board...

So much so for the administrations' plans...
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